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Participate to Prepare for Christ’s Return
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Piedalieties, lai sagatavotos Kristus atgriesanas dienai

Elders Stivens D. Samvejs
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Callings and other ways we embark in God’s work
uniquely prepare us to meet the Savior.

A few months ago, I was standing in a hall
when Elder Neil L. Andersen walked by. I had
just been called as a new General Authority. Like-
ly sensing my feelings of inadequacy, he smiled
and said, “Well, there looks like a man who has
no idea what he is doing”

And I thought, “There is a true prophet and
seer.”

Elder Andersen then whispered, “Don’t
worry, Elder Shumway. It gets better—in five or
six years.”

Have you ever wondered why we are asked
to do things in God’s kingdom that feel beyond
our reach? With life’s demands, have you asked
why we even need callings in the Church? Well,
I have.

And I got an answer in general conference
when President Russell M. Nelson said, “Now is
the time for you and for me to prepare for the
Second Coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
the Christ”When President Nelson said this,
the Spirit taught me that as we participate in
God’s work, we prepare ourselves and others for
Christ’s return. The Lord’s promise is compel-
ling that callings, ministering, temple worship,
following promptings, and other ways we embark
in God’s work uniquely prepare us to meet the
Savior.

God Is Pleased When We Engage in His
Work

In “the majesty of this moment,’as God’s
kingdom expands and temples dot the earth,
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Aicinajumi un citi veidi, ka més veicam Dieva
darbu, unikala veida sagatavo mis satikt Glabeju.

Pirms daziem ménesiem es stavéju koridora,
kad man garam gaja elders Nils L. Andersens.

Es biju tikko aicinats par Augstako pilnvaroto.
Iespéjams, uztvéris manas neiederésanas sajttas,
vin$ pasmaidija un teica: ,Izskatas, ka te ir kads,
kuram nav ne jausmas, ko vins dara”

Un es nodomaju: ,,Lik, patiess pravietis un
gaisregis.”

Elders Andersens tad nocukstéja: ,,Neuztrau-
cieties, elder Samvej. Kliis labak — péc pieciem
vai seSiem gadiem.

Vai esat kadreiz aizdomajusies, kadé] mis
ladz paveikt darbus Dieva valstiba, kas skiet pari
misu spéjam? Vai esat jautajusi, kapéc mums
Baznica vispar ir vajadzigi aicinajumi, kad dzive
jau ta ir prasiga? Es esmu.

Un atbildi es sanému visparéja konferencé,
kad prezidents Rasels M. Nelsons sacija: ,,Tagad
ir pienacis laiks jums un man sagatavoties misu
Kunga un Glabéja Jézus Kristus Otrajai atnak-
$anai”Kad prezidents Nelsons bija izteicis Sos
vardus, Gars man macija, ka, piedaloties Dieva
darba, més sagatavojamies pasi un sagatavojam
citus Kristus atgriesanas dienai. Ta Kunga apso-
ljjums mis parliecina, ka aicinajumi, kalposana,
kalposana templi, sekosana pamudinajumiem un
citi veidi, ka més veicam Dieva darbu, unikala
veida sagatavo mus satikt Glabéju.

Dievs ir apmierinats, kad més iesaista-
mies Vina darba

Si briza vareniba,Dieva valstibai paplasino-
ties un templiem esot visa pasaulé, pieaug vaja-
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there is a growing need for willing souls to en-
gage in God’s work. Selflessly serving is the very
essence of Christlike discipleship. But serving

is rarely convenient. This is why I admire you
covenant-keeping disciples, including our dear
missionaries, who set aside your desires and
challenges to serve God by serving His children.
God “delights to honor [you for serving Him|]

in righteousness.” He promises, “Great shall be
[your] reward and eternal shall be [your] glo-
ry” When we say yes to serving, we are saying yes
to Jesus Christ. And when we say yes to Christ,
we are saying yes to the most abundant life pos-
sible.

I learned this lesson while working and
studying chemical engineering in college. I was
asked to be the activities planner for a singles
ward. This was my nightmare calling. Still, I
accepted, and at first it was drudgery. Then at one
activity a beautiful girl was smitten by the way I
served the ice cream. She returned three times,
hoping to catch my attention. We fell in love, and
she proposed to me just two weeks later. Well,
maybe it wasn't quite that fast, and I was the one
who proposed, but the truth is this: I shudder to
think of missing out on Heidi had I said no to
that calling.

Our Participation Is Preparation for
Christ's Return

We engage in God’s work not because God
needs us but because we need God and His
mighty blessings. He promises, “For, behold, I
will bless all those who labor in my vineyard with
a mighty blessing.”Let me share three principles
that teach how our participation in God’s work
blesses and helps us prepare to meet the Savior.

First, as we participate, we progress toward
“the measure of [our] creation.”

We learn this pattern in the account of the
Creation. After each day of labor, God acknowl-
edged the progress made by saying, “It was
good”He did not say the work was finished nor
that it was perfect. But what He did say was that
there was progress, and in God’s eyes, that is
good!

Callings do not determine or validate a
person’s worth or worthiness. Rather, as we labor
with God in whatever way He asks, we grow into
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dziba péc dvéselém, kuras vélas iesaistities Dieva
darba. Nesavtiga kalpogana ir Kristus maceklibas
butiba. Tacu kalposana reti kad ir érta. Tapéc

es apbrinoju jis, maceklus, ka arl masu dargos
misionarus, kas ievéro deribas un atliek mala
savas vélmes un izaicinajumus, lai pasaizliedzigi
kalpotu Dievam un tadéjadi — Vina bérniem.
Dievs ,,priecajas pagodinat [jis par kalpo$anu
Vinam)] taisniba”. Vins apsola: ,,Liela bas [jasu]
alga un maziga bas [jasu] slava”Kad més sakam
»ja kalpo$anai, més sakam ,,ja” Jézum Kristum.
Un, kad més sakam ,,ja” Jézum Kristum, més
sakam ,,ja” visparpilnigakajai dzivei, kada vien
iespéjama.

Es o macibstundu apguvu, stradajot un
studéjot kimisko tehnologiju koledza. Mani
paltidza but par aktivitasu planotaju neprecéto
biskapija. Sis aicinajums man bija ka murgs.
Tomeér es piekritu, un sakuma tas bija grati. Tad
viena pasakuma kadu skaistu meiteni aizrava tas,
ka es pasniedzu saldéjumu. Vina atgriezas tris
reizes ceriba pievérst manu uzmanibu. Més iemi-
l&jamies, un jau péc divam nedélam vina izteica
man bildinajumu. Nu, iespéjams, tas nebija gluzi
tik atri, un es biju tas, kurs izteica bildinajumu,
bet patiesiba man ir bail iedomaties, ka es biitu
palaidis garam Heidiju, ja $§im aicindjumam butu
pateicis ,,né”

Musu daliba ir sagatavoS$anas Kristus
atgrieSanas dienai

Meés iesaistamies Dieva darba nevis tapéc,
ka més esam vajadzigi Dievam, bet gan tapéc, ka
mums ir vajadzigs Dievs un Vina varenas své-
tibas. Vins apsola: ,,Jo lak, Es svétisu visus tos,
kas strada Mana vina darza, ar varenu svéti-
bu’Laujiet man dalities tris principos, kas maca,
ka miusu daliba Dieva darba svéti mis un palidz
mums sagatavoties satikt Glabéju.

Pirmkart, piedaloties més virzamies uz ,,sa-
vas radisanas meérki”

Par $o modeli més uzzinam no stasta par
Radi$anu. Péc katras darba dienas Dievs atzina,
ka paveiktais ir labs.Vin$ nesacija, ka darbs ir
pabeigts vai ari ka tas ir pilnigs. Tacu Vins teica,
ka katru dienu ir vérojams progress un Dieva
skatfjuma tas ir labi!

Aicinajumi nenosaka vai neapstiprina perso-

nas vértibu vai cienigumu. Drizak, stradajot kopa
ar Dievu — lai ko Vins ari prasitu mums paveikt
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the measure of our own creation.

God rejoices in our progress, and so should
we, even when we still have work to do. At times
we may lack the strength or the means to serve
in a calling.Still, we can engage in the work and
protect our testimonies through meaningful
ways like prayer and scripture study. Our loving
Heavenly Father does not condemn us when we
are willing but unable to serve.

Second, serving elevates our homes and
churches into holy places where we can practice
covenant living.

For example, our covenant to always remem-
ber Christ is made individually, but this covenant
is lived as we serve others.Callings surround
us with opportunities to “bear ... one another’s
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ”When we
serve because we love God and want to live our
covenants, service that seems dutiful and drain-
ing becomes joyful and transformative.

Ordinances don’t save us because they fulfill
a heavenly checklist. Rather, when we live the
covenants connected with these ordinances, we
become the kind of person who wants to be in
God’s presence. This understanding overcomes
hesitations to serve or preferences not to serve.
Our preparation to meet Jesus Christ accelerates
when we stop asking what God will permit and
start asking what God would prefer.

Third, participating in God’s work helps us
receive God’s gift of grace and feel His greater
love.

We do not receive financial compensation
for serving. Instead, scripture teaches that for our
“labor [we are] to receive the grace of God, that
[we] might wax strong in the Spirit, [have] the
knowledge of God, [and] teach with power and
authority from God.”That is a very good trade!

Because of God’s grace, our abilities or in-
abilities are not the principal basis for extending
or accepting a calling. God does not expect per-
fect performance or exceptional talent to partic-
ipate in His work. If so, Queen Esther would not
have saved her nation, Peter would not have led
the early Church, and Joseph Smith would not be
the Prophet of the Restoration.

As we act in faith to do something beyond
our abilities, our weakness is exposed. This is
never comfortable, but it is necessary for us to
“know that it is by [God’s] grace ... that we have
power to do these things”
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—, més izaugam lidz misu radisanas mérkim.

Dievs priecajas par miasu panakumiem, un
arl mums vajadzétu priecaties, pat ja mums vél ir
daudz darama. Dazkart mums var pietrakt spéka
vai lidzeklu, lai kalpotu kada aicinajuma.Tomeér
més varam iesaistities $aja darba un aizsargat sa-
vas liecibas, izmantojot tadus jégpilnus veidus ka
lag§anu un Svéto Rakstu studésanu. Misu milo-
$ais Debesu Tévs miis nenosoda, ja més vélamies,
bet nespé&jam kalpot.

Otrkart, kalposana parveido miisu majas
un draudzes par svétam vietam, kur més varam
vingrinaties dzivot saskana ar deribam.

Pieméram, musu deriba — vienmeér atceré-
ties Kristu — tiek noslégta individuali, bet ta tiek
istenota, kad més kalpojam citiem.Aicinajumi
dava mums iespéjas nest citam cita nastas un ta
piepildit Kristus likumu.Kad més kalpojam tapéc,
ka milam Dievu un vélamies dzivot saskana ar
savam deribam, kalposana, kas skiet griita un
nogurdinosa, klast priekpilna un parveidojosa.

Prieksraksti mis neglabj tapéc, ka tie izpil-
da kada debesu saraksta punktus. Drizak, kad
meés dzivojam saskana ar deribam, kas saistitas
ar $iem prieksrakstiem, més klastam par tadiem
cilvékiem, kuri vélas bt Dieva klatbatné. Si
izpratne palidz parvarét vilcinasanos kalpot vai
izveéli nekalpot. Miisu gatavosanas satikt Jézu
Kristu paatrinas, kad més parstajam jautat, ko
Dievs atlaus, un sakam jautat, ko Dievs vélétos.

Treskart, iesaistiS$anas Dieva darba palidz
mums sanemt Dieva zélastibas davanu un sajust
lielaku Vina milestibu.

Més nesanemam finansialu atlidzibu par
kalposanu. Ta vieta Svétie Raksti maca, ka ,,par
savam pulém [més sanemsim] Dieva labvélibu,
lai [més] varétu klat stipri Gara, esot ar zinasa-
nam par Dievu, [un] varétu macit ar Dieva spéku
un pilnvaram”.Tas ir loti izdevigs darjjums!

Pateicoties Dieva zélastibai, misu spéja vai
nespéja nespélé izskirosu lomu aicinajuma izteik-
$anai vai pienemsanai. Lai piedalitos Dieva dar-
ba, Dievs no mums negaida ne pilnigu sniegumu,
ne izcilu talantu. Ja tas ta nebatu, tad kéniniene
Estere nebutu izglabusi savu tautu, Péteris nebitu
vadijis agrino Baznicu un DZozefs Smits nebttu
bijis Atjaunosanas pravietis.

Kad més rikojamies ticiba, lai paveiktu kaut
ko, kas parsniedz misu spéjas, atklajas miisu
vajums. Tas nekad nav érti, tacu ir nepiecieSams
»zinat, ka tas ir pateicoties [Dieva] labveélibai, ...
ka mums ir spéks darit $is lietas™
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We will fall many times as we engage in
God’s work. But in our effort, Jesus Christ catches
us. He gradually lifts us to experience salvation
from failure and fear and from feeling like we
will never be enough.When we consecrate our
meager but best effort, God magnifies it. When
we sacrifice for Jesus Christ, He sanctifies us.This
is the transformative power of God’s grace. As we
serve, we grow in grace until we are prepared to
“be lifted up by the Father, to stand before [Jesus
Christ]”

Help Others Receive and Rejoice in the
Gift of Callings

I do not know all the Savior will ask me
when I stand before Him, but perhaps one ques-
tion will be “Who did you bring with you?”-
Callings are sacred gifts from a loving Heavenly
Father to help bring others with us to Jesus
Christ.So I invite leaders and each of us to more
intentionally seek those without callings. Encour-
age and help them engage in God’s work to help
them prepare for Christ’s return.

John was not active in the Church when his
bishop visited and told him that the Lord had
a work for him to do. He invited John to quit
smoking. Although John had tried many times
to stop, this time he felt an unseen power helping
him.

Just three weeks later, the stake president vis-
ited John. He called him to serve in the bishopric.
John was shocked. He told the stake president
he had just quit smoking. If this meant he would
have to abandon his tradition of attending
professional football games on Sunday, well, that
was just too much to ask. The stake president’s
inspired response was simple: “John, I am not
asking you; the Lord is”

To which John replied, “Well, if that is the
case, [ will serve”

John told me that these sacrifices to serve
were the spiritual turning points for him and for
his family.

I wonder if we have a blind spot, failing to
extend callings to individuals who, to our mortal
view, appear unlikely or unworthy. Or we may be
more concerned with a culture of performance
than with the doctrine of progression, neglecting
to see how the Savior increases capacity in the
unlikely and the unproven by giving them oppor-
tunities to serve.
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Iesaistoties Dieva darba, mums daudzkart
naksies pakrist. Bet misu centienos Jézus Kristus
mus noker. Vin$ pamazam mds pacel, lai piedzi-
votu glabsanu no neveiksmém un bailém un no
sajutas, ka més nekad nebusim pietiekami labi.
Kad més veltam savas niecigas, bet labakas piiles,
Dievs tas pavairo.Kad meés uzupuréjamies Jézus
Kristus laba, Vins iesvéta mus.Tas ir Dieva zélas-
tibas parveidojosais spéks. Kalpojot més pieau-
gam Zzélastiba, lidz esam sagatavojusies, lai ,,tiktu

v =»

Téva pacelti, lai statos [Jézus Kristus] prieksa”

Palidziet citiem sanemt un priecaties
par aicingjumu davanu

Es nezinu visu, ko Glabgjs man jautas, kad
es stavésu Vina prieksa, bet, iespéjams, viens no
jautajumiem bis: ,,Ko tu atvedi sev lidzi? Aici-
najumi ir svétas davanas no milosa Debesu Téva,
lai palidzétu vest citus sev lidzi pie Jézus Kristus.
Tadé] es aicinu vaditajus un ikvienu no mums
apzinatak meklét tos, kuriem nav aicinajuma.
Mudiniet un palidziet viniem iesaistities Dieva
darba, lai palidzétu viniem sagatavoties Kristus
atnaksanai.

Dzons nebija aktivi iesaistijies Baznicas dzi-
vé, kad vinu apmekléja biskaps un teica, ka Tas
Kungs vinam ir sagatavojis darbu. Vins$ aicinaja
Dzonu atmest smékésanu. Lai gan DZons to vai-
rakkart bija méginajis, Soreiz vins$ juta, ka vinpam
palidz kads nepieredzéts spéks.

Péc trim nedélam pie DZona ieradas staba
prezidents. Vins$ aicinaja Dzonu kalpot biskapi-
ba. Dzons jutas satriekts. Vin$ pastastija staba
prezidentam, ka tikko bija atmetis smékésanu. Ja
tas noziméja, ka vinam bis jaatsakas no tradicijas
— svétdienas apmeklét profesionala amerikanu
futbola spéles, tad tas ir parak daudz prasits. Sta-
ba prezidenta iedvesmota atbilde bija vienkarsa:
»Dzon, ne es tevi ladzu, bet Tas Kungs.”

Uz to Dzons atbildéja: ,,Ja tas ta ir, tad es
kalposu.”

Dzons man pastastija, ka $ie upuri, lai kalpo-
tu, bija garigie pagrieziena punkti vinam un vina
gimenei.

Es pratoju, vai mus neietekmé kada akla
zona, kad més neizsakam aicinajumus cilvékiem,
kuri masu mirstigajam skatam skiet maz tica-
mi vai necienigi. Vai varbtit mums vairak rap
izpildijjuma kultara, nevis progresésanas doktri-
na, kad neievérojam, ka Glabéjs vairo spéjas maz
ticamajos un sevi nepieradijusajos, dodot viniem
iespéjas kalpot.

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Shumway-April 2025-English/Latvian

Elder David A. Bednar teaches the impor-
tance of the scriptural mandate to “letevery
[woman and] manlearn[their] duty, and to
act”Do we do this? When leaders and parents let
others learn and act for themselves, they blossom
and flourish.While the easier path may be to
give faithful members a second calling, the more
excellent way is to invite the unlikely to serve and
let them learn and grow.

If Christ were physically here, He would visit
the sick, teach the Sunday School class, sit with
the heartbroken young woman, and bless the
children. He can do His own work.But He lives
this principle of letting us act and learn, so He
sends us in His place.

With participation in God’s work comes
“the right, privilege, and responsibility to rep-
resent the Lord [Jesus Christ]”When we serve
to magnify Christ and not ourselves,our service
becomes joyful. When others leave our class,
meeting, ministering visit, or activity remem-
bering Christ more than they remember us, the
work is energizing.

In earnestly seeking to represent the Sav-
ior, we become more like Him.That is the best
preparation for the sacred moment when each of
us will kneel and confess that Jesus is the Christ,
which I witness that He is and that President
Russell M. Nelson is His “voice ... unto the ends
of the earth” to help us “prepare ... for that which
is to come.”In the sacred name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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Elders Deivids A. Bednars maca, cik svarigs
ir Svétajos Rakstos dotais pilnvarojums — ,,Jaut-
katrai [sievietei un] virietimmacitiessavu pie-
nakumu un darboties” Vai més to daram? Kad
vaditaji un vecaki lauj citiem macities un rikoties
pasiem, vini uzplaukst un attistas.Lai gan viegla-
kais cel$ varétu bt — dot uzticigajiem locekliem
otru aicinajumu, daudz labaks cel$ ir aicinat maz
ticamos kalpot un laut viniem macities un augt.

Ja Kristus batu fiziski $eit, Vin$ apmeklé-
tu slimos, macitu svétdienas skolas klasé, batu
lidzas jaunajai sievietei, kam salauzta sirds, un
sveétitu bérnus. Vins var paveikt Savu darbu.Bet
Vins dzivo péc principa — laut mums rikoties un
macities, tapéc Vin$ stta mus Sava vieta.

lesaistoties Dieva darba, ieglistamas ari
»tiesibas, privilégija un pienakums — parstaveét
To Kungu [Jézu Kristu]”Kad més kalpojam,
lai cildinatu Kristu, nevis sevi,masu kalposana
klast priekpilna. Kad cilvéki péc misu vaditas
nodarbibas, tiksanas, kalposanas apmekléjuma
vai pasakuma atceras Kristu vairak neka ms, tad
$ads darbs spécina.

No sirds censoties parstavét Glabéju, més
klastam Vinam lidzigaki.Ta ir vislabaka saga-
tavo$anas tam svétajam bridim, kad ikviens no
mums metisies celos un atzis, ka Jézus ir Kristus,
un es liecinu, ka Vins ir, un ka prezidents Rasels
M. Nelsons ir Vina ,,balss ... uz zemes galiem’,
lai mums palidzétu ,,sagatavo(ties] ... tam, kas
naks”.Jézus Kristus svétaja Varda, amen.
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