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The Lord is merciful and our Heavenly Father’s
plan of salvation is truly a plan of mercy.

A Prophet's Invitation

Last April, soon after the joyful news that the
Church had acquired the Kirtland Temple, Pres-
ident Russell M. Nelson invited us to study the
dedicatory prayer of the Kirtland Temple, record-
ed insection 109 of the Doctrine and Covenants.
The dedicatory prayer, said President Nelson,

“is a tutorial about how the temple spiritually
empowers you and me to meet the challenges of
life in these last days.”

I am sure your study of section 109 yielded
insights that blessed you. This evening, I share
a couple of things I learned as I followed our
prophet’s invitation. The peace-giving path down
which my study led reminded me that the Lord
is merciful and that our Heavenly Father’s plan of
salvation is truly a plan of mercy.

Newly Called Missionaries Serving in
the Temple

As you may be aware, “newly called mis-
sionaries are encouraged to receive the temple
endowment as soon as possible and to attend the
temple as often as circumstances allow” Once en-
dowed, they also “may serve as temple ... work-
ers before they begin missionary service”

Time in the temple before entering the mis-
sionary training center (MTC) can be a wonder-
ful blessing for new missionaries as they learn
more about temple covenants before sharing the
blessings of those covenants with the world.

But in studying section 109, I learned that
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Tas Kungs ir Zélsirdigs, un mitsu Debesu Téva
pestisanas iecere patiesi ir Zelastibas iecere.

PravieSa aicinajums

Pagajusaja aprili, driz péc priecigas zinas, ka
Baznica ir atguvusi Kértlandes templi, prezidents
Rasels M. Nelsons miis aicinaja studét Kértlandes
templa iesvétisanas lag$anu, kas ir ietvertaMa-
cibas un Deribu 109. nodala.Saja iesvétisanas
lagsana, ka teica prezidents Nelsons, ,,tiek macits
par to, ka templis ikvienam no mums dod garigu
spéku staties preti So pédéjo dienu dzives izaici-
najumiem”.

Esmu parliecinats, ka 109. nodalas studé-
$ana jums deva atzinas, kas jiis svétija. Sovakar
es daliSos ar dazam atzinam, ko guvu, sekojot
masu praviesa aicindjumam. Mierpilnais cels, pa
kuru mani aizveda $1 macisanas, man atgadinaja,
ka Tas Kungs ir zéligs un ka misu Debesu Téva
pestiSanas iecere patiesi ir Z€lastibas iecere.

Nesen aicinato misionaru kalpoSana
templi

Ka jau jus drosi vien zinat, ,,nesen aicinatie
misionari tiek mudinati sanemt templa endau-
mentu péc iespéjas atrak un apmeklét templi tik
biezi, cik apstakli to lauj”. Tiklidz vini ir sanémusi
savu endaumentu, vini ari ,,var kalpot par templa
... darbiniekiem, pirms uzsak kalpo$anu misija”.

Templi pavaditais laiks pirms jauna misiona-
ra iestasanas Misionaru macibu centra (MTC)
var bt brinigkiga svétiba vinam, jo vins uzzina
vairak par templa deribam, pirms vins dalas $ajas
deribu svétibas ar pasauli.

Tacu, studéjot 109. nodalu, es sapratu, ka

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Rasband-April 2025-English/Latvian

in the temple, God empowers new missionar-
ies—indeed, all of us—in an additional, sacred
way.In the dedicatory prayer, given by revelation,
the Prophet Joseph Smith prayed that “when thy
servants shall go out from thy house ... to bear
testimony of thy name,” the “hearts” of “all peo-
ple” would “be softened”—both the “great ones of
the earth” and “all the poor, the needy, and [the]
afflicted” He prayed that “their prejudices may
give way before the truth, and thy people may
obtain favor in the sight of all; that all the ends of
the earth may know that we, thy servants, have
heard thy voice, and that thou hast sent us”

This is a beautiful promise for a newly called
missionary—to have prejudices “give way before
the truth,” to “obtain favor in the sight of all,”
and to have the world know they are sent by the
Lord. Each of us surely needs these same bless-
ings. What a blessing it would be to have hearts
softened as we interact with neighbors and co-
workers. The dedicatory prayer does not explain
exactly how our time in the temple will soften
others’ hearts, but I am convinced it is bound up
with how time in the house of the Lord softens
our own hearts by centering us on Jesus Christ
and His mercy.

The Lord Answers Joseph Smith's Plea
for Mercy

As I studied the Kirtland dedicatory prayer,
I was also struck that Joseph again and again
pleaded for mercy—for the members of the
Church,for the enemies of the Church,for the
leaders of the country, for the nations of the
earth.And, very personally, he pleaded with the
Lord to remember himand to have mercy upon
his beloved Emma and their children.

How must Joseph have felt when, one week
later, on Easter Day, April 3, 1836, in the Kirtland
Temple, the Savior appeared to him and Oliver
Cowdery and, as recorded insection 110 of the
Doctrine and Covenants, said, “I have accepted
this house, and my name shall be here; and I will
manifest myself to my people in mercy in this
house”This promise of mercy must have had
special meaning to Joseph.And as President Nel-
son taught last April, this promise also “applies
toeverydedicated temple today.”

Finding Mercy in the House of the Lord

There are so many ways in which we each
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templi Dievs jauniem misionariem — un, pa-
tiesiba, mums visiem — dod spéku veél kada cita
— svétiga — veida.lesvétiSanas lagsana, kas tika
dota caur atklasmi, pravietis DZozefs Smits ladza,
lai tad, ,kad [Vina] kalpi ies no [Vina] nama ...,
lai liecinatu par [Vina] Vardu”, visu cilveku —
gan ,zemes diZzeno’, gan ,zemes nabago, trikum-
cietéju un nomocito” — sirdis ,tiktu mikstinatas”.
Vins$ ladza, ,lai vinu aizspriedumi dotu celu
taisnibas prieksa un [Vina] laudis gatu labveélibu
visu acis; lai visi zemes gali zinatu, ka més, Tavi
kalpi, esam dzirdéjusi Tavu balsi un ka Tu esi
sttljis mas™

Tas ir skaists apsolijums tikko aicinatam mi-
sionaram — lai ,,aizspriedumi dotu celu taisnibas
prieksa’, lai vini ,,gatu labvélibu visu acis” un lai
pasaule zinatu, ka vini ir Ta Kunga satiti. Katram
no mums noteikti ir vajadzigas §adas svétibas.
Kada svétiba butu, ja sazina ar kaiminiem un
kolégiem sirdis tiktu mikstinatas. Iesvétisanas
lagsana nav precizi paskaidrots, ka tiesi laiks, ko
pavadam templi, mikstinas apkartéjo sirdis, bet
esmu parliecinats, ka tas ir saistits ar to, ka laiks,
ko pavadam Ta Kunga nama, mikstina masu
pasu sirdi, kad més vér§am savu uzmanibu uz
Jézu Kristu un Vina Zélastibu.

Tas Kungs atbild uz Dzozefa Smita
[igumu péc apz€eloSanas

Pétot Kértlandes iesvétisanas lagsanu, mani
parsteidza ari tas, ka Dzozefs atkartoti ladza
z€lastibu — Baznicas locekliem,Baznicas ie-
naidniekiem,valsts vaditajiem, pasaules tautam.
Un loti personigi vins ladza To Kungu atceréties
vinuun apzéloties par vina miloto Emmu un vinu
bérniem.

Ka gan Dzozefs jutas, kad nedélu vélak, 1836.
gada 3. aprili, Lieldienas, Kértlandes templi vi-
nam un Oliveram Kauderijam paradijas Glabéjs
un, saskana arMacibas un Deribu 110. nodala-
rakstito, teica: ,,Es esmu pienémis So namu, un
Mans Vards bis $eit; un Es paradi$os Saviem
Jaudim Zélastiba $aja nama.”Sis Zélastibas apsoli-
jums DZozefam noteikti noziméja ko ipasu.Un,
ka prezidents Nelsons pagajusaja aprili macija,
$is apsolijums ,,ir attiecinams uzikvienuiesvétito
templi masdienas”.

Ka rast zélastibu Ta Kunga nama

Ir tik daudz veidu, ka més katrs varam rast
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can find mercy in the house of the Lord. This has
been true since the Lord first commanded Israel
to build a tabernacle and to place at its center the
“mercy seat.’In the temple, we find mercy in the
covenants we make. Those covenants, in addition
to the baptismal covenant, bind us to the Father
and the Son and give us increased access to what
President Nelson has taught is “a special kind of
love and mercy ... calledhesed” in Hebrew.

We find mercy in the opportunity to be
sealed to our families for eternity. In the temple,
we also come to understand with greater clarity
that the Creation, the Fall, the Savior’s atoning
sacrifice, and our ability to enter again into our
Heavenly Father’s presence—indeed, every part
of the plan of salvation—are manifestations of
mercy.It might be said that the plan of salvation
is a plan of happiness precisely because it is a
“plan of mercy”

Seeking Forgiveness Opens the Door
to the Holy Ghost

I am grateful for the beautiful promise insec-
tion 110that the Lord will manifest Himself in
mercy in His temples. I am also grateful for what
it reveals about how the Lord will manifest Him-
self in mercy whenever we, like Joseph, plead for
mercy.

Joseph Smith’s plea for mercy in section 109
was not the first time his pleas for mercy prompt-
ed revelation. In the Sacred Grove, young Joseph
prayed not just to know which Church was true,
but he also said that he “cried unto the Lord for
mercy, for there was none else to whom I could
go [to] obtain mercy”’Somehow his recognition
that he needed mercy that only the Lord could
provide helped open the windows of heaven.
Three years later the angel Moroni appeared,
following what Joseph said was his “prayer and
supplication to Almighty God for forgiveness of
all my sins and follies.”

This pattern of revelation following a plea for
mercy is a familiar one in the scriptures. Enos
heard the voice of the Lord only after praying for
forgiveness.King Lamoni’s father’s conversion
begins with his prayer, “I will give away all my
sins to know thee”We may not be blessed with
these same dramatic experiences, but for those
who sometimes struggle to feel answers to prayer,
seeking the Lord’s mercy is one of the most pow-
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zélastibu Ta Kunga nama. Ta tas ir bijis jau kops
ta laika, kad Tas Kungs pirmo reizi pavéléja Isra-
élam uzcelt saiesanas telti un tas centra novietot
»salidzinasanas [jeb zélastibas] vaku” Templi més
rodam 7élastibu miisu noslégtajas deribas. Sis de-
ribas, papildu kristibu deribai, mis saista ar Tévu
un Délu un dod mums lielaku piek]uvi tam, kas,
saskana ar prezidenta Nelsona macito, ir ,,ipasa
milestiba un zélastiba, ... ko ebreju valoda sauc
parhesed”.

Més rodam zélastibu taja, ka mums ir iespéja
bat saistitiem ar savu gimeni uz mazibu. Tem-
pli més ar lielaku skaidribu saprotam arf to, ka
Radisana, Kri$ana, Glabéja izpirksanas upuris
un masu iespéja atkal bat Debesu Téva klatbat-
né— patiesi katra pestiSanas ieceres dala — ir
zélastibas izpausme.Var teikt, ka pestiSanas iecere
ir laimes iecere tiesi tapéc, ka ta ir ,,zélastibas
iecere”.

TiekSanas péc piedosanas atver durvis
Svétajam Garam

Es esmu pateicigs par skaisto apsolijumull0.
nodala— ka Tas Kungs paradisies Saviem laudim
z&lastiba Savos templos. Esmu pateicigs ari par
to, ko tas atklaj par Ta Kunga paradisanos Zélasti-
ba, kad meés, tapat ka Dzozefs, to lagsim.

Dzozefa Smita lag$ana péc apzélosanas 109.
nodala nebija pirma reize, kad vina lagumam
péc apzélosanas sekoja atklasme. Svétaja birzi
jaunais DZozefs ladza, lai ne tikai uzzinatu, kura
Baznica ir patiesa, bet ari »piesauca To Kungu,
lai Vins$ apzélotos, jo nebija neviena cita, pie
ka [vin$ varétu] iet, lai sanemtu Zélastibu”Kaut
kada veida tas, ka vins$ atzina savu vajadzibu péc
apzélosanas, ko var sniegt tikai Tas Kungs, pali-
dzgéja atvért debesu logus. Péc tris gadiem engelis
Moronijs paradijas — péc tam, kad DZzozefs bija
sacis teikt ,,Jag$anu un pielagt Visuvareno Dievu,
lai Vins$ [vinam] piedo[tu] visus [vina] grékus un
mulkibas”.

Sads atklasmes sanemsanas paraugs, kas seko
lagumam péc apzélosanas, ir labi zinams Svétajos
Rakstos. Enoss dzirdéja Ta Kunga balsi tikai péc
tam, kad bija ludzis piedosanu.Kénina Lamonija
téva pievérsanas sakas ar vina lag$anu: ,,Es atsta-
$u visus savus grékus, lai Tevi pazitu’lespéjams,
ka més netiksim svétiti ar tikpat spécigam piere-
dzém, bet tiem, kuriem dazkart ir grati sadzirdét
atbildes uz lag§anam, lagsana péc Ta Kunga
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erful ways to feel the witness of the Holy Ghost.

Pondering God's Mercy Opens the Door
to a Testimony of the Book of Mormon

A similar principle is beautifully taught in-
Moroni 10:3-5. We often shorthand these verses
to teach that through sincere prayer, we can
learn whether the Book of Mormon is true. But
this shorthand can neglect the important role of
mercy. Listen to how Moroni begins his exhorta-
tion: “I would exhort you that when ye shall read
these things, ... that ye would remember how
merciful the Lord hath been unto the children of
men, from the creation of Adam even down until
the time that ye shall receive these things, and
ponder it in your hearts”

Moroni urges us not only to read these
things—the records he was about to seal up—but
also toponderin our hearts what the Book of
Mormon reveals about “how merciful the Lord
hath been unto the children of men”It is pon-
dering upon the Lord’s mercy that prepares us
to “ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of
Christ, if these things are not true.”

As we ponder on the Book of Mormon, we
might ask: Is it really true, as Alma taught, that
God’s plan of mercy assures that every person
who ever lived on this earth will be resurrec-
tedand that they will “be restored to their ...
perfect frame”?Is Amulek right—can the Savior’s
mercy satisfyallthe bitterly real demands of jus-
tice that we would otherwise be obligated to pay
and instead “[encircle us] in the arms of safety”?

Is it true, as Alma testified, that Christ
suffered not only for our sins but for our “pains
and afflictions” so that He could “know ... how
to succor his people according to their infirmi-
ties”?Is the Lord really so merciful, as King Ben-
jamin taught, that as a free gift, He atoned “for
the sins of those ... who have died not knowing
the will of God concerning them, or who have
ignorantly sinned”?

Is it true, as Lehi said, that “Adam fell that
men might be; and men are, that they might have
joy”?And is it really true, as Abinadi testified,
quoting Isaiah, that Jesus Christ was “wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our in-
iquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed”?
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zélastibas ir viens no spécigakajiem veidiem, ka
sajust Svéta Gara liecibu.

GremdésSanas pardomas par Dieva zé-
lastibu atver durvis uz liecibu par Mor-
mona Gramatu

Lidzigs princips tiek briniskigi aprakstitsMo-
ronija 10:3-5. Més biezi vien vienkarsojam $os
pantus, macot, ka, pateicoties sirsnigai lﬁgéanai,
meés varam uzzinat, vai Mormona Gramata ir pa-
tiesa. Tacu $ada vienkar$o$ana var atstat novarta
z&lastibas svarigo lomu. Ieklausieties, ka Moro-
nijs uzsak savu pamudinajumu: ,,Es gribétu jis
parliecinat, lai tad, kad jas lasisit $os pierakstus,
... jus atcerétos, cik zeligs Tas Kungs ir bijis pret
cilveku bérniem kop$ Adama radisanas un lidz
pat tam laikam, kad jas sanemsit $os pierakstus
un pardomasit to savas sirdis.”

Moronijs mas mudina ne tikai lasit $os pie-
rakstus, ko vin$ gatavojas aizzimogot, bet ariap-
domatsava sirdi, ko Mormona Gramata atklaj par
to, ,,cik zéligs Tas Kungs ir bijis pret cilvéku bér-
niem”Tas ir pardomas par Ta Kunga Zélastibu,
kas sagatavo mis ,,[vaicat] Dievam, Mazigajam
Tévam, Kristus Varda, vai sie pieraksti ir patiesi”.

Pérdoméjot Mormona Gramatu, més varétu
jautat, vai tieSam ir taisniba, ka macija Alma,
ka Dieva Zzélastibas plans nodrosina, ka ikviens
cilvéks, kas jebkad dzivojis uz $is Zemes, tiks
aug$amceltsun ka vins$ ,tiks atjaunots ... pilniga
kermeni’?Vai Amulekam ir taisniba, ka Glabéja
z&lastiba var apmierinatvisasragti realas taisnigu-
ma prasibas, kas mums citadi batu jamaksa, un
»ieskauj ... drosiba savas rokas”?

Vai ta ir taisniba, ka liecinaja Alma, ka Kris-
tus cieta ne tikai par masu grékiem, bet ari par
masu ,,sap[ém] un ciesan[am]”, lai Vin$ varétu
»zinat ..., ka palidzét Saviem Jaudim vinu vaji-
bas”?Vai Tas Kungs patie$am ir tik zélsirdigs, ka
macija kénins Benjamins, ka Vins$ ka bezmaksas
davanu izpirka ,,grékus [par tiem] ..., kas ir mi-
rusi, nezinadami Dieva gribu attieciba uz viniem,
vai netisi grékojusi’?

Vai ir taisniba, ka teica Lehijs, ka ,,Adams
krita, lai cilvéki varétu bat, un cilveéki ir, lai vini
varétu gut prieku”?Un vai tieSam ir taisniba, ka
liecinaja Abinadijs, citéjot Jesaju, ka Jézus Kristus
bija ,,ievainots misu parkapumu dél, Vins bija
satriekts musu nekrietnibu dél; sods bija uzlikts
Vinam masu miera labad; un ar Vina bracém
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In sum, is the Father’s plan as taught in the
Book of Mormon really this merciful? I testify
that it is and that the peace-giving and hopeful
teachings of mercy in the Book of Mormon are
true.

Still, I imagine that some may be struggling,
despite your faithful reading and prayers, to real-
ize Moroni’s promise that Heavenly Father “will
manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power
of the Holy Ghost’T know this struggle because I
felt it, many years ago, when my own first couple
of reads of the Book of Mormon did not yield an
immediate and clear answer to my prayers.

If you are struggling, may I invite you
to follow Moroni’s counsel to ponder on the
many ways the Book of Mormon teaches “how
merciful the Lord hath been [to] the children
of men”?Based on my experience, I hope that
when you do, the peace of the Holy Ghost can
enter your heart and you can know, believe, and
feelthat the Book of Mormon and the plan of
mercy it teaches are true.

I express my gratitude for the Father’s great
plan of mercy and for the Savior’s willingness to
carry it out. I know that He will manifest Himself
in mercy in His holy temple and in every part of
our life if we will seek Him. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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més esam dziedinati”?

Kopuma, vai Téva plans, ka macits Mormona
Gramata, patie$am ir tik zélsirdigs? Es liecinu, ka
ta ir patiesiba un ka Mormona Gramata ietvertas
miera un ceribas pilnas macibas par zélastibu ir
patiesas.

Tomeér es ticu, ka, neskatoties uz jisu citigo
lasis$anu un ligsanam, daziem no jums var bat
gruti saprast Moronija apsoljjumu — ka Debesu
Tevs ,,pasludinas jums patiesibu par [to] ar Svéta
Gara spéku”.Es apzinos §is grutibas, jo pats pirms
daudziem gadiem ar tam saskaros, kad, izlasot
Mormona Gramatu pirmas paris reizes, neguvu
talitéju un skaidru atbildi uz savam lag$anam.

Ja jums ir gratibas, vai varu jus aicinat sekot
Moronija padomam un pardomat tos daudzos
veidus, kda Mormona Gramata maca par to, ,,cik
zéligs Tas Kungs ir bijis pret cilvéku bérniem”?-
Pamatojoties uz savu pieredzi, es ceru, ka tad,
kad jus to darisiet, jusu sirdi varés ieplast Svéta
Gara miers un jis varésiet zinat, ticét un just,ka
Mormona Gramata un taja macitais z€lastibas
plans ir patiess.

Es pateicos par Téva dizeno Zélastibas ieceri
un par Glabgja gatavibu to istenot. Es zinu, ka
Vins zélastiba paradisies Sava svétaja templi un
katra masu dzives posma, ja més Vinu meklésim.
Jézus Kristus Varda, amen.
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