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We want our children to believe in Jesus Christ,
belong to Jesus Christ and His Church through
covenant, and strive to become like Jesus Christ.

When our son Eli was in fourth grade, his
class set up a mock government where he was
elected by his peers to serve as class judge. One
day a sitting judge from the Utah Second Dis-
trict Court visited, put his official robes on Eli,
and then administered an oath of office for their
class. This ignited in Eli’s young, impressionable
soul a passion for studying law and the Lawgiver
Himself, Jesus Christ.

After years of diligent effort, Eli received an
invitation for an interview with one of his top
choices for law school. He pronounced, “Mom, I
was asked 10 questions. The final question was,
‘Where do you derive your moral compass?’ I
stated that throughout history humankind has
derived systems of morality by patterning their
lives from archetypes. The archetype of morality
I strive to pattern my life from is that of Jesus
Christ. I stated if all of humanity abided by
the teachings of Jesus Christ in the Sermon on
the Mount, the world would be a better, more
peaceful place” Then the interview ended, and
he thought to himself, “There go my childhood
dreams. No one in secular academia wants to
hear about Jesus Christ.”

Two weeks later, Eli was admitted with a
scholarship. Before committing, we visited the
campus. The law school looked like a castle and
was set high on a hill overlooking a beautiful
lake. Remarkably, as we walked through the mag-
nificent library and stately corridors, we found
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Mes velamies, lai miusu bérni ticetu Jezum Kris-
tum, piederétu Jezum Kristum un Vina Baznicai
caur noslegtajam deribam un censtos kit lidzigi
Jezum Kristum.

Kad muasu déls Ilajs macijas ceturtaja klasé,
vina klase izveidoja savu valdibas imitaciju, kura
vins$ tika vienaudzu ievéléts par klases tiesnesi.
Kadu dienu pie viniem ieradas ists tiesnesis no
Jutas $tata apgabala tiesas, uzvilka Ilajam ofi-
cialo tiesnesa mantiju un péc tam lika dot amata
stasanas zverestu klases prieksa. Sis notikums
pamodinaja [laja jaunaja, jutigaja dveselé degsmi
apgit likumdosanu un iepazit pasu Likumdevéju
— Jézu Kristu.

Péc vairaku gadu citiga darba Ilajs sanéma
uzaicinajumu uz interviju viena no vislabakajam
un vina izvélétajam juridiskajam augstskolam.
Vins pazinoja: ,Mammu, man uzdeva 10 jau-
tajumus. Pédéjais jautajums bija: ,,Kas ir tavs
tikumiskais kompass, kuram seko?” Es minéju,
ka véstures gaita cilvéce ir atvasinajusi morales
sistémas, model&jot savu dzivi no arhetipiem.
Morales arhetips, péc kura es censos veidot savu
dzivi, ir Jézus Kristus. Es apgalvoju: ja visa cilvéce
ievérotu Jézus Kristus Kalna sprediki pausto
macibu, pasaule batu labaka un mierigaka vieta”
Tad intervija beidzas, un vin$ nodomaja: ,Ta
pagaist mani bérnibas sapni. Akadémiskaja vidé
neviens neko negrib dzirdét par Jézu Kristu.”

Péc divam nedélam Ilajs tika uznemts — ar
pieskirtu stipendiju. Pirms uznemties saistibas,
més apmekléjam studentu pilsétinu. Juridiska
augstskola izskatijas péc pils un atradas augstu
kalna — ar skatu uz skaistu ezeru. Parsteidzosi,
ka, ejot cauri kraspajam bibliotékam un grez-
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on banners and carved in stone attributes from
the Sermon on the Mount.

The Sermon on the Mountis decisively the
most noteworthy discourse ever delivered,pio-
neering in its teachings. No other sermon can
help us better understand the character of Jesus
Christ, His divine attributes,and our ultimate
purpose to become like Him.

Lifelong discipleship of Jesus Christ begins
in our homes—and in Primary as early as 18
months of age. We want our children tobeliev-
ein Jesus Christ,belongto Jesus Christ and His
Church through covenant, and strive tobecome-
like Jesus Christ.

Believe in Jesus Christ

First, believe in Jesus Christ.

After the bread of life sermon, “many of [the
Lord’s] disciples” found it hard to accept His
teachings and doctrine, and they “went back,
andwalked no more with him.Jesus then turned
to the Twelve and asked a heart-wrenching ques-
tion: “Will ye also go away?”

Peter responded:

“Lord,to whom shall we go? thou hast the
words of eternal life.

“... We believe and are sure that thou art that
Christ, the Son of the living God”

As Peter demonstrated, belief is “to have faith
in someone or to accept something as true”’And
for our faith to lead to salvation, it must be
centered in the Lord Jesus Christ.“We ... exercise
faith in [Jesus] Christ when we have an assurance
that He exists, [an understanding] of His [true]
character [and nature], and a knowledge that we
are striving to live according to His will”

Our beloved prophet, President Russell M.
Nelson, declared, “Faith in Jesus Christ is the
foundation of all belief and the conduit of divine
power.”

How can we help children strengthen their
belief in Jesus Christ and access His divine pow-
er? We need to look no further than to our Savior
Himself.

“[The Lord] spake unto the people, saying:

“Behold, I am Jesus Christ. ...

“Arise and come forth. ...

“ .. The multitude went forth, and thrust
their hands into his side, and did feel the prints
of the nails in his hands and in his feet; and this
they did do, going forth one by one ... and did-
seewith their eyes and didfeelwith their hands,
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najiem gaiteniem, més uz plakatiem un akmens
graviras redzéjam Kalna spredika simbolus.

Kalna spredikisir neapsaubami visievéroja-
makais spredikis, kas jebkad izteiktsun kas satur
novatoriskas macibas. Neviens cits spredikis
nevar palidzét mums labak izprast Jézus Kristus
raksturu, Vina dieviskas ipasibasun musu augsta-
ko mérki — klat lidzigiem Vinam.

Muzilga Jézus Kristus macekliba sakas misu
majas — un jau 18 ménesu vecuma ta sakas
Sakumskola. Més vélamies, lai masu bérniticétu-
Jézum Kristum,piederétuJézum Kristum un Vina
Baznicai caur noslégtajam deribam un censto-
sklatlidzigi Jézum Kristum.

Ticiba Jézum Kristum

Pirmkart, ticiba Jézum Kristum.

Péc spredika par dzivibas maizi ,daudzi no
Ta Kunga macekliem” saprata, ka viniem ir grati
pienemt Vina macibas un doktrinu un ,,atkapas,
unvairs nestaigaja Vinam lidzi” Tad Jézus vérsas
pie Divpadsmit macekliem un uzdeva sirdi plo-
so$u jautajumu: ,Vai ari jis gribat aiziet?”

Péteris atbildéja:

»Kungs,pie ka més iesim? Tev ir miazigas
dzivibas vardi,

un meés esam ticéjusi un atzinusi, ka Tu esi
Dieva Svétais”

Ka Péteris apliecindja, ticiba ir ,ticét kadam
vai pienemt kaut ko ka patiesu”.Un, lai masu
ticiba vestu uz pestisanu, tai ir jabat vérstai uz
To Kungu Jézu Kristu.,,Més ... istenojam ticibu
[Jézum] Kristum, kad esam parliecinati par Vina
eksistenci, [saprotam] Vina [patieso] raksturu
[un batibu] un zinam, ka cenSamies dzivot saska-
na ar Vina gribu?”

Misu milotais pravietis Rasels M. Nelsons
ir teicis: ,,I'iciba Jézum Kristum ir visas ticibas
pamats un dieviska spéka sanemsanas kanals.”

Ka més varam palidzét bérniem stiprinat
vinu ticibu Jézum Kristum un pieklat Vina die-
viskajam spékam? Nav nepieciesams raudzities
nekur citur ka vien uz pasu Glabgju.

»[ Tas Kungs] runaja uz laudim, sacidams:

Lak, Es esmu Jézus Kristus, ...

Piecelieties un naciet. ...

... Lauzu pulks gaja un lika savas rokas Vina
sanos, un taustija naglu rétas Vina rokas un Vina
kajas; un to vini darija, iedami viens aiz otra, ...
un [vini bija]redzéjusiar savam acim, unpatausti-
jusiar savam rokam, un dro$izinajaunliecinaja, ka
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and didknowof a surety and didbear record, that
it was he”

I invite you to ponder what this can look like
in the life of young children. Do theyheartesti-
monies of Jesus Christ and His gospel? Do they-
seereverential, worshipful images of His ministry
and godhood? Do theyfeeland recognize the
Holy Ghost testifying of His reality and divinity?
Do theyknowof His message and mission?

Belong to Jesus Christ and His Church

Second, belong to Jesus Christ and His
Church.

King Benjamin’s people experienced a
mighty change of heartand by covenant dedicat-
ed their lives to doing God’s will. Because of the
covenant they made with God and Jesus Christ,
they were “called the children of Christ, his sons,
and his daughters”As members of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we have a
covenantal responsibility to build His kingdom
and prepare for His return.

How can we help children make and keep
sacred covenants? In theCome, Follow Meman-
ual, in appendix A and B, we find conversation
starters and lessons that will empower families
and support teachers and leaders in their sacred
responsibility to prepare children for a lifetime
on God’s covenant path.

Become like Jesus Christ

Third, become like Jesus Christ.

In the Book of Mormon, the Savior admon-
ished His newly called disciples to emulate Him
as closely as possible: “What manner of men
ought ye to be? Verily I say unto you, even as I
am.

How can we help baptized and confirmed
children fulfill their covenantal responsibili-
ty to gather themselves and others unto Jesus
Christ?Lifelong discipleship requires us to “be ...
doers of the word, and not hearers only”

When extending invitations to the Lord’s
youngest disciples, please take every opportuni-
ty to lead them, guide them, walk beside them,
and help them find the Way.Counsel with these
precious little ones as they prepare to teach,testi-
ty,pray,or serveso they are confident and experi-
ence joy in fulfilling their responsibilities. Seek
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tas ir Vins”

Es aicinu jiis pardomat, ka més to varam pie-
lietot masu mazo bérnu dzivé. Vai vinidzirdlie-
cibas par Jézu Kristu un Vina evangéliju? Vai
viniredzgodbijigus, Vina kalposanas un dieviski-
bas pieltigsmi veicinosus attélus? Vai vinisajatun
atpazist Svéto Garu, kas liecina par Vina realitati
un dievigkibu? Vai vinizinaVina véstijumu un
misiju?

Piederiba Jézum Kristum un Vina Baz-

nicai

Otrkart, piederiba Jézum Kristum un Vina
Baznicai.

Kénina Benjamina laudis piedzivoja spécigu
sirds parmainuun $aja deriba veltija savu dzi-
vi Dieva gribas pildisanai. Deribas dél, ko vini
noslédza ar Dievu, vini tika ,,saukti par Kristus
bérniem, Vina déliem un meitam”Mums, Pédéjo
Dienu Svéto Jézus Kristus Baznicas locekliem, ir
deribu pienakums — celt Vina valstibu un gata-
voties Vina atgriesanas bridim.

Ka més varam palidzét bérniem noslégt un
ievérot svétas deribas? Rokasgramatas, Naciet,
sekojiet Man!”pielikuma A un B més atrodam
sarunu uzsaksanas veidus un nodarbibas, kas
spécinas gimenes un atbalstis skolotajus un va-
ditajus vinu svétaja pienakuma, gatavojot bérnus
miza garuma iet pa Dieva deribu taku.

Klat lidzigiem Jézum Kristum

Treskart, klat lidzigiem Jézum Kristum.

Mormona Gramata Glabéjs mudinaja Savus
nesen aicinatos maceklus péc iespé&jas vairak
lidzinaties Vinam: ,,Kadiem viriem jums jabut?
Patiesi, Es saku jums, tadiem ka Es”

Ka més varam palidzét kristitiem un kon-
firmétiem bérniem pildit savu deribas pienaku-
mu — pulcinat citus un pasiem bat kopa ar Jézu
Kristu?Macekliba miiza garuma prasa, lai més
batu ,varda daritaji, un ne tikai varda klausitaji”.

Aicinot Ta Kunga jaunakos maceklus, li-
dzu, izmantojiet katru iespéju, lai vaditu vinus,
batu lidzas un paraditu viniem celu.Sniedziet
padomus $iem dargajiem bérniniem, kad vini
gatavojas macit,liecinat,lagtvai kalpot,lai vini
batu parliecinati un izjustu prieku, pildot savus
pienakumus. Meklgjiet iedvesmojosus veidus, ka
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inspired ways to help them come to know this is
their Church and they have a vital role to play in
preparing for the Savior’s return.

As Jesus Christ becomes the focus of our
lives, what we desire, and how we desire it, is
forever altered. Conversion changes everything!
It changes our nature “that we have no more dis-
position to do evil, but to do good continually”’It
changes how we spend our time, our resources;
what we read, watch, listen to, and share. It even
changes how we respond in a distinguished, aca-
demic, career-on-the line interview.

We need to infuse the Light of Jesus Chris-
tinto every corner of our lives.If we are not
testifying to the veracity of His premortal god-
hood,His divine mission,and His prison-bursting
Resurrectionin our homes and in every single
meeting of this Church, then our messages of
love, service, honesty, humility, gratitude, and
compassion can become nothing more than a
jaunty pep talk of thoughtful living. Without
Jesus Christ there is no power to change, no
purpose to aspire to, and no reconciliation of the
travails of life. If we become casualin our disci-
pleship of Jesus Christ, it could be catastrophic
for our children.

When we tell our children we love them, are
we also telling them that their Father in Heaven
and Savior Jesus Christ love them?Our love may
comfort and inspire, butTheirlove can sancti-
ty,exalt,and heal.

This Jesus should not be a fictional Jesus,or a
simplistic Jesus,or a bodiless Jesus,or a casual Je-
sus,or an unknown Jesus,but a glorified,omnipo-
tent,resurrected,exalted,worshipful,powerfulOnly
Begotten Son of God,who ismighty to save.And
as a young child in the Philippines compellingly
testified to me one day, “We are worth saving!”

In the sacred and holy name of Him “whom God
hath set forth to be [the great] propitiation,”Jesus
Christ, amen.
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palidzét viniem apzinaties, ka i ir vinu Baznica
un ka viniem ir batiska loma, gatavojoties Glabé-
ja atnaksanai.

Kad Jézus Kristus klast par masu dzives cen-
tru, tas, ko més vélamies un ka més to vélamies,
uz visiem laikiem izmainas. Patiesa pievérsanas
maina visu! Ta izmaina musu sirdi, ,,ka mums
vairs nav tieksmes darit Jaunu, bet nepartraukti
darit labu”.Ta maina to, ka més pavadam savu
laiku un téréjam savus resursus, ko més lasam,
skatamies, klausamies un ar ko dalamies. Ta pat
maina to, ka més atbildam uz jautajumiem misu
akadémiskajai karjerai nozimigas intervijas.

Mums ir nepieciesams ielaist Jézus Kristus
gaismukatra masu dzives stiiri.Ja savas majas un
katra $is Baznicas sapulcé més nespéjam liecinat
par Vina pirmslaicigas dzives dieviskuma,Vina
dieviskas misijasun Vina uzvarosas Augsamcelsa-
naspatiesumu, tad misu milestibas, kalpo$anas,
godiguma, pazemibas, pateicibas un lidzcietibas
véstijumi var klat vien par jautru, uzmundrino-
$u sarunu par apzinigu dzivi. Bez Jézus Kristus
mums nav spéka mainities, nav mérka, uz ko
tiekties, un nav mierinajuma dzives likstu laika.
Ja misu maceklibas cela més kliastam pavirs$i,tas
var radit graujos$u iznakumu misu bérnu dzive.

Vai tad, kad més sakam saviem bérniem, ka
milam vinus, més viniem sakam ari to, ka vinu
Teévs Debesis un Glabéjs Jézus Kristus vinus
mil?Miasu milestiba var mierinat un iedvesmot,
betVinumilestiba var iesvétit,paaugstinatun
dziedinat.

Jézum nevajadzétu but izdomatam,vien-
karsotam,bezkermeniskam,ikdieniskamvai
nezinamam,bet gan godinatam,visvarenam,aug-
$amceltam,paaugstinatam,pielidzamam,spékpil-
namVienpiedzimusajam Dieva Délam,kam irvara
izglabt.Un, ka man reiz parliecinosi apliecinaja
kads mazs bérns Filipinas: ,,Més esam glabsanas
verti!” ,,[Ta, kas nolikts] par gréka izpircéju,”—
Jézus Kristus svétaja Varda, amen.
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