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True to the Faith That Our Parents Have Cherished

By Elder Hans T. Boom
Of the Seventy

Uzticigi musu vecaku lolotajai ticibai

Elders Hanss T. Boums
no Septindesmitajiem

April 2025 general conference

Please learn and receive strength from the faith
and testimonies of those who came before you.

While I was visiting the Nashville Tennessee
Temple for a temple review, I was privileged to
do a walk-through as part of this assignment,
reviewing this beautiful house of the Lord. I was
especially impressed with the painting of Mary
Wanlass calledCarry Onhanging on the wall in
the office of the matron.

This is the story behind the painting:

“In Missouri in 1862, the 14-year-old Mary
Wanlass promised her dying stepmother that she
would see to it that her disabled father [and her
four much younger siblings would all make] it to
the Valley of the Great Salt Lake. ... Mary drove
the oxen and milk cows that pulled the wagon, in
which her father [was bedridden, and] she cared
for her ... siblings. After each day’s journey, she
fed the family by foraging edible plants, flowers,
and berries. Her only compass was the instruc-
tion she had received to keep traveling west ‘until
the clouds become mountains’

“They reached [the] Utah Valley in Sep-
tember, having traveled all spring and summer.
Her father died not long after the family settled
in Utah County, where Mary later married and
raised her [own] family”

This is an amazing story of the faith and
strength of a 14-year-old young woman that can
help each one of us today to “just carry on.”

“Just carry on”—or freely translated in my
native Dutch language,Gewoon doorgaan—is
also my mom and dad’s lifelong slogan.

My parents and in-laws are the pioneers in
our family. They have crossed their own “plains,”
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Liidzu, macieties un sanemiet spéku no to cilveku
ticibas un liecibam, kas dzivoja pirms jums.

Apmekléjot Nasvilas Tenesi templi, lai veiktu
templa apskati, man bija ta privilégija — $I
uzdevuma ietvaros izstaigat So skaisto Ta Kunga
namu. Mani ipasi iespaidoja Marijas Vanlasas
glezna ar nosaukumuCarry On(Turpini iesakto),
kas atrodas pie sienas matronas kabineta.

Luk, stasts par gleznas tap$anu:

»1862. gada Misiri $tata 14 gadus veca Ma-
rija Vanlasa apsolija savai mirstosajai pamatei, ka
vina partpésies par to, lai vinas tévs invalids [un
vinas Cetri daudz jaunakie brali un masas] tiktu
lidz Liela Salsezera ielejai. ... Marija vadija vérsus
un slaucamas govis, kas vilka ratus, kuros guléja
vinas tévs, un vina riipéjas par saviem ... bra-
liem un masam. Péc katras cela pavaditas dienas
vina gadaja par gimeni, mekléjot édamus augus,
ziedus un ogas. Vinas vienigais kompass bija
sanemtais noradijums — turpinat celu uz rietu-
miem, lidz makoni klast par kalniem.

Jutas ieleju vini sasniedza septembri, jo visu
pavasari un vasaru bija pavadijusi cela. Vinas tévs
nomira neilgi péc tam, kad gimene bija apmetu-
sies Jutas apgabala, kur Marija vélak apprecéjas
un izveidoja savu gimeni.”

Sis ir parsteidzoss stasts par 14 gadus vecas
jaunietes ticibu un spéku, kas Sodien var palidzét
ikvienam no mums ,vienkarsi turpinat iesakto”

»Vienkarsi turpiniet iesakto” jeb, brivi tulkots
mana dzimtaja holandiesu valoda, —Gewoon
Doorgaanir ari manas mammas un téta sauklis
visa miiZa garuma.

Mani vecaki un sievas gimene ir misu
gimenes pionieri. Vini ir $kérsojusi savus ,,lidze-
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just like all those who are coming into the
Church, the Lord’s fold, every day. Their stories
have little to do with oxen and wagons but have
the same effect on future generations.

They embraced the gospel and were baptized
in their young adult years. Both my parents had
a difficult childhood. My father grew up on the
island of Java in Indonesia. During World War
11, he was forcefully separated from his family
and interned in a concentration camp, where he
suffered unspeakable hardships at a young age.

My mother was raised in a broken home and
also suffered from hunger and the hardships of
World War II. At times she even had to resort
to eating tulip bulbs. Due to her father’s actions
and his subsequent divorce from her mother, it
was sometimes difficult for her to see Heavenly
Father as a loving Father.

My parents met at a Church activity and
shortly after decided to get married and sealed
in the Bern Switzerland Temple. Waiting at the
railway station, having spent the last of their little
savings for the trip to the temple, they wondered
how they would make ends meet but were confi-
dent that it would all work out. And it did!

They started to raise their family from a very
humble single attic-room apartment in the heart
of Amsterdam. After several years of washing
their clothes by hand, they had finally saved up
enough money to purchase a washing machine.
Just before they would make the purchase, the
bishop visited them, asking for a contribution
to build the meetinghouse in Amsterdam. They
decided to give all they had saved for the wash-
ing machine and continued to do the laundry by
hand.

As a family we went through some hardships,
just like any other family. These have only made
us stronger and have deepened our faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ, just like when Alma was shar-
ing his story with his son Helaman, where he told
him that he had been “supported under trials and
troubles of every kind” because he had put his
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.

How did two people who experienced so
many trials in their younger years become the
very best parents I could ever wish for? The
answer is simple: they fully embraced the gospel
and live by their covenants to this very day!

After more than 65 years of marriage, my
mother, who suffered from Alzheimer’s disease,
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numus’, tapat ka visi tie, kas katru dienu ienak
Baznica, Ta Kunga ganampulka. Vinu stastiem
ir maz sakara ar vérS§iem un ratiem, tacu tiem ir
tada pati ietekme uz nakamajam paaudzém.

Vini pienéma evangéliju un tika kristiti
jauniba. Abiem maniem vecakiem bija grita
bérniba. Mans tévs uzauga Javas sala, Indonézija.
Otra pasaules kara laika vin$ piespiedu karta tika
skirts no gimenes un internéts koncentracijas
nometné, kur jau agra vecuma izcieta neizsaka-
mas gritibas.

Mana mate uzauga nelabvéliga gimené un
cieta badu un Otra pasaules kara gratibas. Rei-
z&m vinai pat nacas ést tulpju sipolus. Vinas téva
ricibas un tadéjadi piedzivotas vecaku skirsanas
dé] vinai dazkart bija gruti uztvert Debesu Tévu
ka milosu Tévu.

Mani vecaki iepazinas kada Baznicas pasa-
kuma un driz péc tam noléma apprecéties un
noslégt laulibu Bernes templi, Sveicé. Gaidot
dzelzcela stacija, iztéréjusi celojumam uz templi
savus pédgjos, triicigos ietaupijumus, vini prato-
ja, ka iztiks, bet bija parliecinati, ka viss izdosies.
Un ta ari notika!

Vini saka veidot savu gimeni loti pieticiga
vienistabas béninu dzivokli, pasa Amsterdamas
centra. Vairakus gadus mazgajot drébes ar ro-
kam, vini beidzot bija sakrajusi pietiekami daudz
naudas, lai iegadatos velasmasinu. Isi pirms
pirkuma veiksanas vinus apciemoja biskaps,
ladzot ziedot lidzeklus sapul¢u nama celtniecibai
Amsterdama. Vini noléma atdot visu, ko bija ie-
taupijusi velasmasinai, un turpinaja mazgat velu
ar rokam.

Ka gimene — més piedzivojam dazas gra-
tibas, tapat ka jebkura cita gimene. Tas ir tikai
stiprindjusas mas un padzilindjusas masu ticibu
Kungam Jézum Kristum, gluzi ka tad, kad Alma
dalijas sava stasta ar délu Helamanu, kura vins
teica, ka ir ticis ,atbalstits visados pardzivojumos
un gratibas’, jo vins bija palavies uz Kungu Jézu
Kristu.

Ka divi cilveki, kuri jauniba piedzivoja tik
daudz parbaudijumu, kluva par vislabakajiem
vecakiem, kadus es jebkad varétu véléties? Atbil-
de ir vienkarsa: vini pilniba pienéma evangeéliju
un dzivo saskana ar savam deribam lidz pat $ai
dienai!

Péc vairak neka 65 lauliba nodzivotiem
gadiem, februari, nomira mana mate, kura sirga
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passed away in February. My father, at the age of
92 and still living at home, visited her as often as
he could until she passed away. Some time ago
he mentioned to my younger siblings that the
dreadful experiences in the camp in Indonesia
during World War II had prepared him to pa-
tiently care for his wife for so many years as she
fell ill and deteriorated from this horrible disease
and also for the fateful day he had to entrust her
primary care to others and could not be by her
side anymore. Their motto has been and still is to
“Just carry on,” having a perfect hope in Christ to
be raised up at the last day and to dwell with Him
in glory forever.

Their faith and testimonies are a driving
strength for the generations that have come after
them.

In the village where my wife grew up, her
parents, who were good churchgoing people,
embraced the gospel as a young married couple
with my wife as their two-year-old daughter and
only child at that time. Their decision to become
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints had a great impact on their lives as
they were shunned by the villagers and by their
family. It took many years, loving notes to family
members, and service to the community before
they were finally accepted.

On one occasion when my wife’s father was
serving as a bishop, he was falsely accused of
something and was immediately released. My
mother-in-law was so hurt that she asked her
husband if they should continue to go to church.
He answered that they of course would continue
to go to church since this is not the church of
men, but this is the Church of Jesus Christ.

It took some time before the truth came to
light and apologies were made. What could have
been their breaking point just added to their
strength and conviction.

Why is it that some of us take for granted the
faith and testimonies of our parents who through
all their hardships have remained faithful? Do we
think that they do not have a clear understanding
of things? They were not and are not deceived!
They just have had too many experiences with
the Spirit and can say with the Prophet Joseph, “I
knew it, ... and I could not deny it

Don’t you love the song about the army of
Helaman, found in theChildren’s Songbook?

We have been born, as Nephi of old,
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ar Alcheimera slimibu. Mans tévs, badams 92
gadus vecs un joprojam dzivodams majas, ap-
ciemoja vinu tik biezi, cik vien vargja, lidz vina
nomira. Pirms kada laika vin$ maniem jauna-
kajiem braliem un masam minéja, ka briesmi-
gie pardzivojumi Otra pasaules kara nometné,
Indonézija, bija sagatavojusi vinu ilgus gadus
pacietigi ripéties par sievu, kad vina saslima ar
$o briesmigo slimibu, ka ari liktenigajai dienai,
kad vinam nacas uzticét vinas galveno apripi
citiem, tadéjadi vairs nespéjot bt vinai lidzas.
Vinu devize ir bijusi un joprojam ir ,yvienkarsi
turpini iesakto” — ar pilnigu ceribu Krista — tikt
augSamceltam pédéja diena un dzivot kopa ar
Vinu godiba muzigi.

Vinu ticiba un liecibas ir dzinéjspéks naka-
majam paaudzém.

Ciemata, kur uzauga mana sieva, vinas veca-
ki, kas bija labi baznicas laudis, pienéma evange-
liju ka jauns laulats paris, un mana sieva bija vinu
tobrid divus gadus veca meita un vienigais bérns.
Vinu lémums klat par Pédéjo Dienu Svéto Jézus
Kristus Baznicas locekliem loti ietekméja vinu
dzivi, jo ciema iedzivotaji un vinu gimenes no vi-
niem izvairijas. Pagaja daudzi gadi, milas véstules
gimenes locekliem un kalposana sabiedribai, lidz
vini beidzot tika pienemti.

Reiz, kad mans sievastévs kalpoja par bis-
kapu, vinu par kaut ko nepatiesi apsiidzéja, un
vins$ tika nekavéjoties atbrivots. Mana sievasmate
bija tik Joti sapinata, ka jautaja savam viram, vai
viniem jaturpina iet uz baznicu. Vins atbildéja, ka
vini, protams, turpinas iet uz baznicu, jo $1 nav
cilvéku baznica, bet gan Jézus Kristus Baznica.

Pagaja zinams laiks, lidz patiesiba naca gais-
ma un tika izteikta atvaino$anas. Tas, kas varéja
klat par vinu lazuma punktu, tikai vairoja vinu
spéku un parliecibu.

Kapéc dazi no mums par passaprotamu
uzskata musu vecaku ticibu un liecibas, kuri visas
grutibas ir palikusi uzticigi? Vai més domajam,
ka viniem nav skaidras izpratnes par lietam? Vini
netika un netiek maldinati! Viniem vienkarsi
ir bijis parak daudz Gara iedvesmotu pieredzu,
un vini var teikt lidz ar pravieti Dzozefu: ,,Es to
zinaju, ... un es to nevaréju noliegt.”

Vai jums patik dziesma par Helamana kareiv-
jiem, kas atrodamaBérnu dziesmu gramata?

Dievs mums ir krietnus vecakus devis,
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To goodly parents who love the Lord.

We have been taught, and we understand,

That we must do as the Lord commands.

Even when this might not be the case, as my
mother experienced as a child, you can become
one of those “goodly parents who love the Lord”
and provide a righteous example to others.

Do we feel that this is absolutely true when
we sing it? Do you feel that you are “as the army
of Helaman” and that you “will be the Lord’s
missionaries to bring the world his truth”?I have
felt it on so many occasions while singing this
song in several FSY settings and other youth
gatherings.

Or what do we feel when we sing the hymn
“True to the Faith™?

Shall the youth of Zion falter

In defending truth and right?

While the enemy assaileth,

Shall we shrink or shun the fight? No!

True to the faith that our parents have cher-
ished.

To those of the rising generation wherever
you are and in whatever situation you may find
yourself, please learn and receive strength from
the faith and testimonies of those who came
before you. It will help you understand that in
order to gain or grow a testimony, sacrifices will
have to be made and that “sacrifice brings forth
the blessings of heaven.”

Thinking about a sacrifice that will truly
bless your life, please consider and pray about
the invitation of our beloved prophet, President
Russell M. Nelson, when he asked “everyworthy,
able young man to prepare for and serve a mis-
sion. For Latter-day Saint young men, missionary
service is a priesthood responsibility. ...

“For ... young and able sisters, a mission is
also a powerful, butoptional, opportunity.”

You could be called as a service or a teaching
missionary. Both types of missionaries contribute
to the same goal of bringing souls to Christ, each
in their own unique and powerful way.

In both types of service, you will show the
Lord you love Him and that you want to get to
know Him better. Remember, “for how knoweth
a man the master whom he has not served, and
who is a stranger unto him, and is far from the
thoughts and intents of his heart?”

All of us, whether we are the first generation
in the gospel or the fifth, should ask ourselves,
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Ta ka sendienas Nefijam.

Maca tie Dieva pavéles turét,

Vinu padomam paklausam.

Pat tad, ja tas ta nav, ka to bérniba piedzivo-
ja mana mate, jis varat klat par vienu no tiem
»Kkrietnajiem vecakiem, kas mil To Kungu”, un
radit taisnigu pieméru citiem.

Vai, dziedot So dziesmu, més jiutam, ka ta
ir absoluta patiesiba? Vai jis jutat, ka esat ,,ka
Helamana kareivji” un ka jas ,,driz misija ... do-
sieties, pasaulei patiesibu nest”?Es to esmu izjutis
daudzos gadijumos, dziedot $o dziesmu vairakas
»Jauniesu spékam” un citas jauniesu sanaksmeés.

Ko més jatam, dziedot dziesmu ,,Uzticigi
ticibai”?

Vai gan, jauniesi, kavésimies

Patiesibu aizstavéet?

Tad, ja uzbruks Jaunie spéki,

Vai no cinas bégsim més? Né!

Tai ticibai, kura vecakiem darga ir, ..
mes.

Jauna paaudze, lai kur un kada situacija jas
atrastos, ladzu, macieties un sanemiet spéku no
to cilvéku ticibas un liecibam, kas dzivoja pirms
jums. Tas palidzés jums saprast, ka, lai iegttu vai
stiprinatu liecibu, bas janes upuri un ka ,,debesu
svétibas ... upuris atnes”.

. uzticigi

Domajot par upuri, kas patiesi svétis jasu
dzivi, ladzu, padomajiet un ludzieties par masu
milota pravie$a, prezidenta Rasela M. Nelsona
aicinajumu, kad vins$ aicinaja , katrucienigu, spé-
jigu jaunieti sagatavoties misijai un kalpot taja.
Pédgjo dienu svéto jaunajiem virieSiem kalposa-
na misija ir priesteribas pienakums. ...

Jaunas un spéjigas masas, misija ir varena
iespéja, tacu tanav obligata.”

Jas varétu aicinat par kalpo$anas vai maci-
$anas misionaru. Abas $is kalposanas izpausmes
palidz sasniegt vienu un to pasu mérki — vest
dvéseles pie Kristus, — katra sava unikalaja un
spécigaja veida.

Abos kalposanas veidos jis paradisiet Tam
Kungam, ka milat Vinu un vélaties Vinu labak ie-
pazit. Atcerieties, ,,jo ka lai cilvéks pazist kungu,
kam vins nav kalpojis un kas ir vinam svess, un ir
talu no vina sirds domam un vélmém”™?

Ikvienam no mums, neatkarigi no ta, vai
esam evangeélija pirma vai piekta paaudze, butu
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What stories of faith, strength, and celestial com-
mitment will I pass on to the next generation?

Let us all continue in our efforts to get to
know our Savior, Jesus Christ, better and to make
Him the center of our lives. He is the rock upon
which we must build so that when times become
difficult, we will be able to stand firm.

Let us be “true to the faith that our parents
have cherished, true to truth for which martyrs
have perished, to God’s command, soul, heart,
and hand, faithful and true we will ever stand”In
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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jauzdod sev jautajums: ,Kadus stastus par ticibu,
spéku un celestialajam saistibam es nodosu naka-
majai paaudzei?”

Turpinasim visi censties labak iepazit masu
Glabéju Jézu Kristu un padarit Vinu par misu
dzives centru. Vins ir klints, uz kuras mums jace]
savs pamats, lai gratos brizos més spétu stingri
noturéties.

Busim ,.tai ticibai, kura vecakiem darga ir,
tai patiesibai, kuras dé] bij’ tik daudziem mirt,
no visas sirds un dvéseles ... uzticigi més”!Jézus
Kristus Varda, amen.
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