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There is rejoicing in heaven over those who return.
It is not too late for you to come back.

We once lived in a home surrounded by ma-
jestic trees.Next to the entrance was a beautiful
willow tree. One sad night a mighty storm blew,
and the willow came crashing down. It lay on the
ground with its roots pulled out and was a sorry
sight.

I was ready to rev up the chainsaw and cut
the tree up for firewood when our neighbour
came running out to stop me. He chastised me
for giving up on the tree, and he emphatically
urged us not to get rid of it. He then pointed to
one root still in the ground and said that if we
propped the tree up, cut off its branches, and
nourished it, the roots would take hold once
again.

I was sceptical and doubted how a tree so
obviously fallen and in trouble could possibly
survive and come back to life. I reasoned that
even if it did begin growing again, it would surely
not survive the next storm. But knowing our
neighbour believed the tree still had a future, we
went along with the plan.

And the result? After some time, we saw
signs of life as the tree began to take root. Now,
12 years later, the tree is vibrant and full of life,
with strong roots, and once again contributing to
the beauty of the landscape.

While I meet Saints around the world, I am
reminded of this willow tree and how there is
hope even when all seems lost. Some once had
testimonies of the gospel that were strong and vi-
brant like the willow. Then, for uniquely personal
reasons, those testimonies became weakened,
leading to a loss of faith. Others hang on with the
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Debesis ir prieks par tiem, kas atgriezas. Vel nav
par velu atgriezties.

Meés reiz dzivojam majestatisku koku ieskau-
ta maja.Blakus ieejai auga skaists vitols. Kada
skumja nakti plosijas spéciga vétra, un vitols
nolaza. Tas guléja uz zemes ar izrautam sakném,
un skats bija bédigs.

Es jau biju gatavs iedarbinat motorzagi un
sazagét koku malkai, kad musu kaimins izskréja,
vélédamies mani apturét. Vin$ man parmeta,
ka es atsakos no koka, un mudinaja mis no ta
neatbrivoties. Tad vins noradija uz vienu sakni,
kas joprojam bija zemé, un teica: ja més $o koku
atbalstisim, nozagésim zarus un bagatinasim
augsni, saknes atkal ieaugs.

Es biju skeptisks un $aubijos, ka koks, kas
acimredzami noluzis, varétu izdzivot un atdzivo-
ties. Es domaju, ka pat tad, ja tas atkal saktu augt,
tas noteikti nepardzivotu nakamo vétru. Bet,
zinot, ka kaimins ticéja, ka kokam vél ir nakotne,
més piekritam $im planam.

Un kads bija iznakums? Péc kada laika més
ieraudzijam dzivibas pazimes, jo koks saka
iesaknoties. Tagad, 12 gadus vélak, koks ir dzivs
un dzivibas pilns, ar spécigam sakném un atkal
papildina skaisto ainavu.

Kad tiekos ar svétajiem visa pasaulé, es atce-
ros $o vitolu un to, ka ir ceriba pat tad, kad viss
skiet zaudéts. Reiz daziem cilvékiem liecibas par
evangeéliju bija spécigas un dzivas ka §is vitols.
Péc tam personisku iemeslu dé] $is liecibas kluva
vajakas, kas noveda pie ticibas zaudésanas. Citi
turas ar vistievakajam sakném, kas ieaugusas
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slimmest of roots tapping into gospel soil.

Yet again and again, I am inspired by the
stories of so many who have chosen to renew
their discipleship and come back to their Church
home. Rather than discarding their faith and
belief like worthless firewood, instead they have
responded to spiritual promptings and loving
invitations to return.

I attended a stake conference in Korea where
a returning member shared: “I thank the brothers
for their willingness to accept my lack of faith
and my weakness, for reaching out to me, and
for the members who are always so kind to me. I
still have a lot of friends around me who are less
active. It's funny, but they tell each other to go
back to the Church to get their faith back. I think
maybe they are alllonging for faith”

To all who are longing for faith, we invite
you to come back. I promise your faith can be
strengthened as you once again worship with the
Saints.

A former missionary from Africa wrote a
senior Church leader, apologising and seeking
forgiveness for being offended by his teachings
about a certain cultural tradition, which then led
him to leave the Church. He humbly expressed:
“Sadly, the fact that I took offense 15 years ago
has made me pay an extremely heavy price.I lost
so much—much more than I ever imagined. I
am deeply embarrassed by the harm I may have
caused along the way, but above all else I am
pleased that I have found my way back”

To all who recognise what you have lost, we
invite you to come back so you can once again
taste the joyous fruit of the gospel.

A sister in the United States was gone from
the Church for many years. Her story of coming
back includes powerful lessons for parents and
family members who anguish over loved ones
who step away. She wrote:

“I could list a myriad of reasons for why I
walked away from the Church, the gospel, and
in a way, my family. But they really don’t mat-
ter. I didn’t make one big decision to leave the
Church—I probably made a thousand choices.
But one thing I have always known is that my
parents did make one big decision, and they
stuck to it. They decided to love me.
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evangeélija augsné.

Tomeér atkal un atkal mani iedvesmo stasti
par tik daudziem, kuri ir izvéléjusies atjaunot
savu maceklibu un atgriezties savas Baznicas ma-
jas. Ta vieta, lai izmestu savu ticibu un parliecibu
ka bezvértigu malku, vini ir atsaukusies garigiem
pamudindjumiem un miloSiem aicinajumiem
atgriezties.

Es piedalijos staba konferencé Koreja, kur
kads atgriezies Baznicas loceklis stastija: ,,Es
pateicos braliem par vinu gatavibu pienemt
manu ticibas trikumu un vajumu, par to, ka
vini mani uzrunaja, un par Baznicas locekliem,
kuri vienmeér ir tik laipni pret mani. Man apkart
joprojam ir daudz draugu, kuri ir mazak aktivi.
Tas ir smiekligi, bet vini cits citam saka, lai vini
atgriezas Baznica un atgist ticibu. Es domaju, ka
varbut vini visiilgojas péc ticibas.”

Visus, kas ilgojas péc ticibas, més aicinam
atgriezties. Es apsolu, ka jisu ticiba var tikt stip-
rinata, atkal pieladzot kopa ar svétajiem.

Bijusais misionars no Afrikas rakstija kadam
gados vecakam Baznicas vaditajam, atvainoda-
mies un ladzot piedosanu par to, ka vinu bija
aizvainoju$as vina macibas par kadu kulttras
tradiciju, kuras dé] vins pameta Baznicu. Vins
pazemigi izteica: ,,Diemzél fakts, ka es apvainojos
pirms 15 gadiem, man ir licis maksat arkartigi
augstu cenu.Es zaudéju tik daudz— daudz vairak,
neka jebkad varéju iedomaties. Man ir patiess
kauns par kaitéjumu, ko es, iespéjams, esmu no-
darijis, bet visvairak es esmu gandarits, ka esmu
atradis celu atpakal”

Visiem, kas apzinas, ko esat zaudéjusi, més
aicinam jus atgriezties, lai jis atkal varétu baudit
evangeélija prieka auglus.

Kada masa Amerikas Savienotajas Valstis jau
daudzus gadus bija novérsusies no Baznicas. Vi-
nas stasts par atgrieSanos ietver spécigas macibas
vecakiem un gimenes locekliem, kuri pardzivo
par saviem milajiem, kuri vairs neapmeklé Bazni-
cu. Vina rakstija:

»Es varétu uzskaitit neskaitamus iemeslus,
kapéc es aizgaju no Baznicas, evangélija un sava
zina arl no savas gimenes. Tacu tiem patiesiba
nav nozimes. Es nepienému vienu lielu lémumu
— pamest Baznicu, — es, visticamak, izdariju
takstosiem izvélu. TaCu es vienmér esmu zina-
jusi, ka mani vecaki ir pienémusi vienu svarigu
léemumu, un vini pie ta ar ir turéjusies. Vini bija
nolémusi mani milét.
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“I couldn’t possibly know how many tears
have been shed, how many sleepless nights, nor
how many heartfelt pleading words of prayer
have been uttered on my behalf. They didn’t call
me out on my sins; rather, they called out to
me in my sinfulness. They didn’t make me feel
unwelcome in their home and at family gather-
ings; any of those feelings were of my own doing.
Instead, they continued to welcome me. They
must have seen my light dim over time. But they
knew that the person I was back then was just a
shadow of who I was yet to become.

“Just as my path away from the Church was
complex, so was my way back. But one thing that
was not hard about coming back was the feeling
of being back home where I belong.”

My message today is especially to all who
once felt the Spirit but question whether there
is a way back or a place for you in the restored
Church of Jesus Christ. It is also for any who are
barely hanging on or who are tempted to step
away.

This message is not a challenge, and it is not
a condemnation. It is an invitation, extended
with love and a sincere desire to welcome you
back to your spiritual home.

I have prayed that you will feel the witness
of the Holy Ghost as you now hear this loving
invitation and magnificent promise from our
Saviour, Jesus Christ:

“Will ye not now return unto me,and repent
of your sins,and be converted, that I may heal
you?”

Every week many are responding to the
Saviour’s invitation by returning to discipleship
and Church activity, quietly and humbly seeking
the healing that Jesus promises. And contrary
to narratives which sometimes circulate, record
numbers of our young people are choosing to
stay strong and to grow their faith in Jesus Christ.

When some of Jesus’s followers in Caper-
naum found His teachings hard and chose to
leave, He turned to His Apostles and asked, “Will
ye also go away?”

This is the question we each must answer as
we face our individual times of testing. Peter’s
response to Jesus is timeless and resounding: “To
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life”

So as you consider the Saviour’ invitation to
return unto Him, what might you learn from the
story of the willow tree?
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Es nezinu, cik daudz asaru ir liets, cik daudz
negulétu naksu pavadits un cik daudz sirsnigu
lagsanas vardu ir izteikts mana laba. Vini ne-
pieminéja manus grékus, bet milosi tiecas mani
atbalstit cina ar gréka vazam. Vini nelika man
justies nevélamai savas majas un gimenes pasa-
kumos; visas $is sajitas biju radijusi es pati. Ta
vieta vini turpinaja mani laipni uznpemt. Laika
gaita vini noteikti redzéja, ka mana gaisma klast
blavaka. Tacu vini zinaja, ka tas, kada es biju
toreiz, ir tikai éna tam, par ko man vél jaklast.

Tapat ka mans cel§ prom no Baznicas bija
sarezgits, arl mans cel$ atpakal bija sarezgits. Bet
tas, kas atgriezoties nebija gruti, — bija sajtta, ka
esmu atkal majas, kur iederos.”

Mans $odienas véstijums ir ipasi veltits tiem,
kas kadreiz ir sajutusi Garu, bet $aubas, vai ir
cel$ atpakal vai viniem ir vieta atjaunotaja Jézus
Kristus Baznica. Tas ir paredzéts ari ikvienam,
kurs tik tikko noturas vai kuram ir kardinajums
atkapties.

Sis véstijums nav izaicindjums un nav noso-
dijums. Tas ir aicinajums, kas izteikts ar milestibu
un patiesu vélmi sveikt jas atpakal jisu garigajas
majas.

Es ladzu, lai jas sajustu Svéta Gara liecibu,
dzirdot $o milo$o aicinajumu un lielisko apsoliju-
mu no musu Glabéja Jézus Kristus:

»Vai jus tagad neatgriezisities pie Manisun
nenoz¢losit savus grékus,un netapsit pieveérsti, lai
Es varétu jis dziedinat?”

Katru nedélu daudzi atsaucas Glabéja aicina-
jumam, atgriezoties macekliba un Baznica, klusi
un pazemigi mekléjot Jézus apsolito dziedina-
$anu. Un pretéji dazkart izplatitajiem stastiem,
rekordliels skaits miisu jauniesu izvélas palikt
stipri un vairot savu ticibu Jézum Kristum.

Kad daziem Jézus sekotajiem Kapernauma
Vina macibas skita sarezgita un vini noléma aiz-
iet, Vins$ vérsas pie saviem apustuliem un jautaja:
»Vai ari jus gribat aiziet?”

Sis ir jautajums, kas mums katram ir jaatbild,
saskaroties ar individualiem parbaudijumiem.
Pétera atbilde Jézum ir maziga un parliecino$a:
»Kungs, pie ka més iesim? Tev ir mazigas dzivi-
bas vardi””

Tatad, domajot par Glabéja aicinajumu — at-
griezties pie Vina, ko jis varétu macities no stasta
par vitolu?
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The journey back is often not easy or com-
fortable, but it is worth it. When our willow was
stood back up, all its branches were cut away. It
was not pretty. We too may feel vulnerable as we
discard old ways and are stripped of pride.Focus-
ing your faith on Jesus Christ and His gospel—
the trunk and the roots—will give you the hope
and the courage to take that first step back.

It took many years for our willow to regain
its former strength and beauty. Now it is even
stronger and more beautiful than before. Be
patient as your faith and testimony also grow.
This includes not taking offense at thoughtless
comments like “Where have you been all these
years?”

The willow would never have survived
without constant care and nourishment. You will
nourish your faith and your testimony as you
feast at the sacrament table each week and as you
worship in the house of the Lord.

Just as the willow needed sunshine for its
branches and leaves to grow again, so your
testimony will grow as you stay sensitive to the
feelings and the witness of the Spirit.Learn from
Amulek, who described his time as a less-active
member by saying, “I was called many times and
I would not hear”

My neighbour knew what the willow could
once again become. So too the Lord knows your
divine potential and what your faith and your
testimony can become. He will never give up on
you.Through the Atonement of Jesus Christ, all
that is broken can be healed.

I witness that there is rejoicing in heaven
over those who return.You are needed, and you
are loved.I testify that Jesus Christ is our Saviour
and that He blesses all who return unto Him
with greater peace and with great joy. His arms of
mercy are not folded but are open and extended
to youw.It is not too late for you to come back.
With all the love in our hearts, we welcome you
home. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Cel$ atpakal biezi vien nav viegls vai érts,
tacu tas ir ta vérts. Kad masu vitols tika atkal uz-
statits, visi ta zari tika nozageéti. Tas nebija skaists.
Ari més varam justies neaizsargati, kad atmetam
vecos ieradumus un lepnibu.Koncentréjot savu
ticibu uz Jézu Kristu un Vina evangéliju — stum-
bru un sakném —, jis iegisiet ceribu un drosmi
spert pirmo atgrie$anas soli.

Pagaja daudzi gadi, lidz misu vitols atguva
savu agrako spéku un skaistumu. Tagad tas ir vél
spécigaks un skaistaks neka agrak. Esiet pacietigi,
jo pieaug ari jusu ticiba un lieciba.Tas ietver arl
to, ka nevajag apvainoties uz tadiem neapdomi-
giem komentariem ka: ,,Kur tu visus Sos gadus
esi bijis?”

Vitols nekad nebttu izdzivojis bez pastavigas
kops$anas un augsnes bagatinasanas. Jis rapé-
sieties par savu ticibu un liecibu, katru nedélu
pienemot Svéto Vakarédienu un pieladzot Ta
Kunga nama.

Tapat ka vitolam, lai ta zari un lapas atkal
augtu, vajadzéja saules gaismu, ta ari jasu lieciba
augs, ja jus busiet jatigi pret Gara izpausmém un
liecibu.Macieties no Amuleka, kurs savu ma-
zaktiva Baznicas locekla laiku raksturoja $adi:
»Es tiku aicinats daudzas reizes, un es negribéju
dzirdeét”

Mans kaimins zinaja, par ko vitols atkal var
tapt. Ta ari Kungs zina jisu dievisko potencialu
un to, par ko var klat jasu ticiba un lieciba. Vins
nekad neatteiksies no jums.Pateicoties Jézus
Kristus Izpirksanali, viss, kas ir salauzts, var tikt
dziedinats.

Es liecinu, ka debess ir prieks par tiem, kas
atgriezas.Jus esat vajadzigi, un jis esat miléti.Es
apliecinu, ka Jézus Kristus ir masu Glabéjs un ka
Vins svéti visus, kas atgriezas pie Vina, ar lielaku
mieru un lielu prieku. Vina zélastibas rokas nav
saklautas, bet ir atvértas un izstieptas jums preti.
Vél nav par vélu atgriezties.Ar visu milestibu,
kas ir musu sirdis, més sveicam jiis majas. Jézus
Kristus Varda, amen.
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