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As we turn to Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world,
He rescues us from the storms of life through His
Atonement.

The Atonement of Jesus Christ provides the
ultimate rescue from the trials we face in this
life. President Russell M. Nelson assigned me to
dedicate the Casper Wyoming Temple late last
year.It was a profound, emotional, and spiritual
experience. It brought into clear focus the role
temples play in rescuing God’s children through
the Savior’s Atonement.

The stakes in the Casper Wyoming Temple
District include a portion of the overland trail
used by Latter-day Saint pioneers between 1847
and 1868. In preparation for the temple dedi-
cation, I reread some of the history of the trail
along the Platte River near Casper and continu-
ing to Salt Lake City. The trail had been a thor-
oughfare for hundreds of thousands of western
emigrants. My primary emphasis was the more
than 60,000 Latter-day Saint pioneers who trav-
eled the trail.

Most of our pioneers came by wagon, but
about 3,000 crossed in 10 handcart companies.
Eight of these handcart companies made the
monumental trek with remarkable success and
few deaths. The Willie and Martin handcart com-
panies of 1856 were the exception.

I reviewed the accounts of the Willie and
Martin handcart companies from the time
the terrible weather conditions commenced. I
became intimately aware of the challenges they
faced at the crossing of the Sweetwater River,
Martins Cove, Rocky Ridge, and Rock Creek
Hollow.
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Kad mes versamies pie Jezus Kristus, pasaules
Glabéja, Vins mis glabj no dzives vetram ar Savu
Izpirksanu.

Jézus Kristus Izpirksana sniedz galigo glabi-
nu parbaudijumos, ar kuriem més saskaramies
$aja dzive. Pagajusa gada beigas prezidents Rasels
M. Nelsons man uzticéja iesvétit Kasperas Vaio-
mingas templi.Ta bija dzili emocionala un gariga
pieredze. Ta skaidri ieziméja templu lomu Dieva
bérnu glabsana caur Glabéja istenoto Izpirksanu.

Kasperas Vaiomingas templa apgabala stabi
ietver dalu no sauszemes takas, ko pédéjo dienu
svéto pionieri izmantoja no 1847. lidz 1868. ga-
dam. Gatavojoties templa iesvétisanai, es no jau-
na izlasiju dalu no véstures pierakstiem par taku
gar Platas upi — netalu no Kasperas un talak lidz
Soltleiksitijai. Si taka bija cel§ simtiem tiiksto$u
rietumu emigrantu. Es galvenokart koncentréjos
uz vairak neka 60 000 pédéjo dienu svéto pionie-
ru, kas celoja pa So taku.

Lielaka dala masu pionieru ieradas ar kravas
ratiem, bet aptuveni 3000 cilvéku celu veica 10
rokas ratinu grupas. Astonas no §im rokas ratinu
grupam veica monumentalo pargajienu ar ievée-
rojamiem panakumiem un nedaudziem naves
gadijumiem. Iznémums bija 1856. gada Villija un
Martina rokas ratinu grupas.

Es parskatiju Villija un Martina rokas ratinu
grupu aprakstus no briza, kad sakas briesmigie
laikapstakli. Es tuvak iepazinos ar gritibam, ar
kuram vini saskaras, skérsojot Svitvoteras upi,
Martina lici, Rokijridzas kalnu grédu un Rokkri-
kas ieplaku.
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Between Storms, by Albin Veselka

I had not been inside the Casper Temple
prior to the dedication. When I entered the
foyer, my attention was immediately drawn to an
original handcart painting titledBetween Storms.
The painting was clearly not intended to depict
the tragedies that had occurred. As I gazed at
it, I thought, “This painting is correct; the vast
majority of handcart pioneers did not experience
tragedies.” I could not help feeling that this is like
life in general. Sometimes we are between storms
and sometimes between clouds and sunshine.

Heaven’s Portal, by Jim Wilcox

When I turned to the original painting on
the other wall, titledHeaven’s Portal,I realized
that this beautiful summer painting of what was
called “Devil’s Gate,” with the calm and clear
Sweetwater River flowing through it, presented
the beauty of the Lord’s creation, not just the
challenges the pioneers faced in that horrible
winter season.

Then I looked forward, behind the recom-
mend desk, and saw a beautiful painting of the
Savior.This immediately invoked overwhelming
feelings of gratitude. In a world of great beau-
ty, there are also enormous challenges. As we
turn to Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, He
rescues us from the storms of life through His
Atonement in accordance with the Father’s plan.

For me, the foyer was a perfect preparation
for the temple ordinance rooms that allow us
to receive the ordinances of exaltation, to make
sacred covenants, and to fully accept and experi-
ence the blessings of the Savior’s Atonement. The
Father’s plan of happiness is based on the Savior’s
atoning rescue.

The pioneer experience provides Latter-day
Saints with a unique historical tradition and a
powerful collective spiritual legacy. For some,
the migration had been years in the making
after being forcefully driven from both Missouri
and Nauvoo. For others, it began after President
Brigham Young announced the handcart plan,
which was intended to make emigration more
affordable. The handcarts cost much less than
wagons and oxen.

A missionary in England, Millen Atwood,
said that when the handcart plan was announced,
“it ran like fire in dry stubble, and the hearts
of the poor Saints leapt with joy and gladness.”
Many had “prayed and fasted day after day, and
night after night, that they might have the privi-
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Starp vétram, Albins Veselka

Pirms Kasperas templa iesvétisanas es taja
nebiju bijis. Kad es iegaju foajé, manu uzmanibu
uzreiz piesaistija originala rokas ratinu glezna ar
nosaukumuStarp vétram.Glezna acimredzami
nebija domata, lai attélotu notikusas tragédijas.
Skatoties uz to, es nodomaju: ,,S1 glezna ir patie-
sa; lielaka dala rokas ratinu pionieru nepiedzivoja
tragédijas.” Es nevaréju atturéties no sajitas, ka
tas lidzinas dzivei kopuma. Dazreiz més atroda-
mies starp vétram, bet dazreiz starp makoniem
un sauli.

Debesu portals, Dzims Vilkokss

Kad es pievérsos originalajai gleznai uz otras
sienas ar nosaukumuDebesu portals,es sapratu,
ka §i skaista vasaras glezna, kura bija attélots tas,
kas tika saukts par ,Velna vartiem”, ar mierigo
un dzidro Svitvoteras upi, kas plast cauri, attélo
Ta Kunga radibas skaistumu, nevis tikai izaicina-
jumus, ar kuriem pionieri saskaras briesmigaja
ziemas laika.

Tad es paskatijos uz prieksu, aiz rekomenda-
ciju galda, un ieraudziju skaistu Glabéja gleznu.
Tas uzreiz izraisija neizmérojamas pateicibas
sajutas. Pasaulé, kura valda liels skaistums, ir
ari milzigi izaicindjumi. Kad més vérSamies pie
Jézus Kristus, pasaules Glabéja, Vins mis glabj
no dzives vétram ar Savu Istenoto Izpirksanu —
saskana ar Téva ieceri.

Atrasanas foajé man sniedza lielisku iespé&ju
sagatavoties ieiet templa prieksrakstu telpas, kur
sanemam paaugstinasanas prieksrakstus, nosleé-
dzam svétas deribas un pilniba pienemam un
piedzivojam Glabéja istenotas IzpirkSanas svéti-
bas. Téva laimes iecere ir balstita uz glabsanu, ko
nodrosina Glabéjs caur Savu istenoto Izpirk§anu.

Pionieru pieredze nodrosina pédéjo dienu
svétajiem unikalu vésturisko tradiciju un spécigu
kolektivi garigo mantojumu. Daziem §i migracija
bija gadiem ilga, jo vini tika piespiedu karta pa-
dziti gan no Misiri, gan no Navi. Citiem ta sakas
péc tam, kad prezidents Brigams Jangs pazinoja
par rokas ratinu planu, kura mérkis bija padarit
emigraciju pieejamaku. Rokas ratini izmaksaja
daudz létak par kravas ratiem un vérsiem.

Kads misionars Anglija, Millens Atvuds, tei-
ca, ka tad, kad tika pazinots par rokas ratinu pla-
nu, ,tas izplatijas ka uguns sausa zalé, un nabaga
svéto sirdis dauzijas aiz prieka un liksmibas”.
Daudzi bija ,,dienu péc dienas un nakti péc nakts
lagusi un gavéjusi, lai viniem butu ta privilégija
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lege of uniting with their brethren and sisters in
[the] mountains”

Most of the handcart Saints experienced
hardship but avoided major adverse events. But
two handcart companies, the Willie company
and the Martin company, experienced starvation,
exposure to freezing weather, and many deaths.

Most of these travelers sailed from Liverpool,
England, in May of 1856 aboard two ships.They
arrived at the handcart outfitting site in Iowa City
in June and July.Despite warnings, both compa-
nies departed for the Salt Lake Valley toolatein
the season.

President Brigham Young first became aware
of the perilous situation of these companies on
October 4, 1856. The next day he stood before
the Saints in Salt Lake City and said, “Many of
our brethren and sisters are on the plains with
handcarts, ... and they must be brought here;
we must send assistance to them ... before the
winter sets in””

He asked the bishops to provide 60 mule
teams, 12 or more wagons, and 12 tons (10,886
kg) of flour and proclaimed, “Go and bring in
those people now on the plains.”

The combined number of pioneers in the
Willie and Martin handcart companies was
approximately 1,100. Some 200 of these precious
Saints died along the trail. Without the timely
rescue, many more would have perished.

The winter storms began nearly two weeks
after the first rescuers left Salt Lake City. The
accounts of members of the Willie and Martin
companies describe devastating challenges after
the storms began. These accounts also depict the
great joy when the rescuers arrived.

Describing the arrival scene, Mary Hurren
said: “Tears streamed down the cheeks of the
men, and the children danced for joy. As soon as
the people could control their feelings, they all
knelt down in the snow and gave thanks to God.”

Two days later, the Willie company had to
travel the most difficult part of the trail, going
over Rocky Ridge, in a freezing storm. The last
of them didn’t reach camp until 5:00 the next
morning. Thirteen people died and were buried
in a common grave.

On November 7, the Willie company was
nearing the Salt Lake Valley, but that morning
there were still three deaths.Two days later, the
Willie company finally reached Salt Lake, where
they had a marvelous greeting and were wel-
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»

pievienoties saviem braliem un masam [kalnos]

Lielaka dala svéto — rokas ratinu parcelotaju
— piedzivoja gritibas, bet izvairijas no parlieku
smagiem notikumiem. Tac¢u divas rokas ratinu
grupas — Villija un Martina — piedzivoja badu,
aukstumu un daudzus naves gadijumus.

Lielaka dala no $iem celotajiem 1856. gada
maija ar diviem kugiem devas cela no Liverpiiles
Anglija.Janija un jalija vini ieradas rokas rati-
nu apgades vieta Aiovas pilséta.Neraugoties uz
bridinajumiem, abas grupas uz Soltleikas ieleju
devas parakvelu.

Prezidents Brigams Jangs pirmo reizi uzzi-
naja par $o grupu bistamo stavokli 1856. gada 4.
oktobri. Nakamaja diena vins stavéja svéto priek-
$a Soltleiksitija un sacija: ,Daudzi muasu brali un
masas ir lidzenumos ar ratiniem, ... un vini ir
janogada Seit; mums ir jastta viniem palidziba ...
pirms iestajusies ziema.”

Vins ladza biskapiem sagadat 60 milu pa-
jugu, 12 vai vairak kravas ratu un 12 tonnas (10
886 kg) miltu un pazinoja: ,Ejiet un atvediet tos
laudis, kas tagad atrodas lidzenumos.”

Kopéjais pionieru skaits Villija un Martina
rokas ratinu grupas bija aptuveni 1100. Aptuveni
200 no Siem dargajiem svétajiem gaja boja cela.
Bez savlaicigas glabsanas butu gajusi boja vél
daudzi citi.

Ziemas vétras sakas gandriz divas nedélas
péc tam, kad pirmie glabgji pameta Soltleiksitiju.
Villija un Martina pioniergrupas stastos ap-
rakstitas postosas problémas péc vétru sakuma.
Sajos stastos aprakstits ari liels prieks péc glabéju
ieraSanas.

Meérija Hurena, aprakstot ierasanas ainu, sa-
cija: ,VirieSiem pa vaigiem ritéja asaras, un bérni
no prieka dejoja. Tiklidz cilveki spé&ja savaldit
savas jutas, vini visi nometas celos sniega un
pateicas Dievam”

Péc divam dienam Villija grupai nacas parva-
rét visgriitako cela posmu, stindzinosa vétra ejot
pari Rokijridzas kalnu grédai. Pédéjie no viniem
nometni sasniedza tikai nakamaja rita pulksten
5.00. Trispadsmit cilvéki gaja boja un tika apgla-
bati kopéja kapa.

7. novembri Villija grupa jau tuvojas Salseze-
ra ielejai, bet taja rita bija vél tris bojagajusie.Péc
divam dienam Villija grupa beidzot sasniedza So-
Itleiku, kur vinus briniskigi sagaidija un uznéma
svéto majas.
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comed into the homes of the Saints.

That same day, the Martin company was still
325 miles (523 km) back on the trail, continuing
to suffer from cold and inadequate food. A few
days earlier, they had crossed the Sweetwater
River to reach what is now called Martin’s Cove,
where they hoped to find protection from the
elements. One of the pioneers said, “It was the
worst river crossing of the expedition.”Some of
the rescuers—like my great-grandfather David
Patten Kimball, who was just 17 years old, along
with his young friends “George W. Grant, Allen
Huntington, Stephen Taylor, and Ira Nebeker—
spent hours in the frigid water,” heroically help-
ing the company make the Sweetwater crossing.

While this event has received much atten-
tion, as I learned more about the rescuers, I real-
ized that all of them were following the prophet
and played critical roles in saving the stranded
Saints. All the rescuers were heroic, as were the
emigrants.

Studying their story, I appreciated the pre-
cious relationships and the long-term eternal
vision among the emigrants. John and Maria Lin-
ford and their three sons were members of the
Willie company. John died hours before the first
rescuers arrived. He had told Maria that he was
glad they had made the journey. “I shall not live
to reach Salt Lake,” he said, “but you and the boys
will, and I do not regret all we have gone through
if our boys can grow up and raise their families
in Zion?”

President James E. Faust provided this
marvelous summary: “In the heroic effort of the
handcart pioneers, we learn a great truth. All
must pass through a refiner’s fire, and the insig-
nificant and unimportant in our lives can melt
away like dross and make our faith bright, intact,
and strong. There seems to be a full measure of
anguish, sorrow, and often heartbreak for every-
one, including those who earnestly seek to do
right and be faithful. Yet this is part of the purg-
ing to become acquainted with God”

In His eternity-shaping Atonement and
Resurrection, the Savior broke “the bands of
death, having gained the victory over death” for
everyone.For those who have repented of sins,
He has “taken upon himself their iniquity and
their transgressions, having redeemed them, and
satisfied the demands of justice”

Without the Atonement, we cannot save
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Taja pasa diena Martina grupa joprojam bija
325jadzu (523 km) attaluma, turpinot ciest no
aukstuma un partikas trakuma. Dazas dienas
pirms tam vini bija skérsojusi Svitvoteras upi, lai
sasniegtu vietu, ko tagad sauc par Martina lici,
kur vini ceréja rast patvérumu no dabas stihijam.
Viens no pionieriem teica: ,Tas bija vissliktakais
upes $kérsojums visa ekspedicija.”Dazi no glabé-
jiem — pieméram, mans vecvectévs Deivids Pa-
tens Kimbals, kur$ bija tikai 17 gadus vecs, kopa
ar saviem gados jaunajiem draugiem ,,Dzordzu
V. Grantu, Alenu Hantingtonu, Stivenu Teiloru
un Iru Nebekeru, — vairakas stundas pavadija
aukstaja tident’, varonigi palidzot komandas
dalibniekiem $kérsot Svitvoteras upi.

Lai gan §im notikumam ir pievérsta liela
uzmaniba, vairak uzzinot par glabéjiem, es sa-
pratu, ka vini visi sekoja pravietim un viniem bija
iz8kirosa loma, glabjot gruta stavokli nonakusos
svétos. Visi glabéji rikojas varonigi, tapat ka ari
emigranti.

Pétot vinu stastu, es cildinu vértigas attieci-
bas un emigrantu ilglaicigo muazibas redzéjumu.
Dzons un Marija Linfordi un vinu tris déli bija
Villija grupas dalibnieki. DZons nomira dazas
stundas pirms pirmo glabéju ierasanas. Vins bija
teicis Marijai, ka priecajas, ka vini bija devu-

Sies cela. ,,Es nenodzivosu tik ilgi, lai sasniegtu
Salsezeru,” vins teica, ,,bet tu un zéni gan, tacu es
nenozéloju neko no ta, kas mums bija japiedzivo,
ja vien misu zéni var uzaugt un audzinat savas
gimenes Ciana”

Prezidents Dzeimss E. Fausts sniedza sadu
briniskigu kopsavilkumu: ,Rokas ratinu pionieru
varonigajos centienos meés uzzinam dizu patiesi-
bu. Visiem ir jaiet cauri kausétaja ugunij, un tas,
kas musu dzivé ir nenozimigs un mazsvarigs, var
izkust ka izdedzi un padarit masu ticibu spozu,
nesabojatu un stipru. Skiet, ka ikvienam, ari
tiem, kas dedzigi censas rikoties pareizi un but
uzticigi, ir pilns mérs cie$anu, bédu un biezi vien
ari sirdssapju. Tacu ta ir dala no attiriSanas, lai
iepazitu Dievu.”

Ar Savu istenoto Izpirksanu un Augsamcel-
$anos, kam ir viszimigaka ietekme uz visu mazi-
bu, Glabéjs sarava ,,naves vazas, izcinot uzvaru
par navi” ikvienam.Par tiem, kas ir nozélojusi
grékus, Vins ir ,,uznémies uz Sevis vinu nekriet-
nibas un vinu parkapumus, atpestijis vinus un
apmierinajis taisnibas prasibas”

Bez Izpirksanas més nevaram izglabties no
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ourselves from sin and death.While sin can play
a significant role in our trials, life’s adversities

are compounded by mistakes, bad decisions, evil
actions by others, and many things outside of our
control.

Preach My Gospelteaches: “As we rely on
Jesus Christ and His Atonement, He can help us
endure our trials, sicknesses, and pain. We can be
filled with joy, peace, and consolation. All that is
unfair about life can be made right through the
Atonement of Jesus Christ.”

During this Easter season, our focus is on
the Savior and His atoning sacrifice. The Atone-
ment provides hope and light at a time that for
many seems dark and dreary. President Gordon
B. Hinckley declared, “When all of history is ex-
amined, ... [there is] nothing ... so wonderful, so
majestic, so tremendous as this act of grace”

I share three recommendations which I think
are particularly relevant for our day.

First, do not underestimate the importance
of doing what we can to rescue others from phys-
ical and especially spiritual challenges.

Second, gratefully accept the Savior’s Atone-
ment. We all should strive to exhibit joy and hap-
piness even as we face the challenges of life. Our
goal should be to live optimistically on the sunny
side of the street. I have observed my precious
companion, Mary, do this her entire life. I have
appreciated her sparkling, uplifting approach
even as we have faced problems throughout the
years.

My third counsel is to set aside consis-
tent time to faithfully contemplate the Savior’s
Atonement. There are many ways to do this in
our personal religious observance. However, at-
tending sacrament meeting and partaking of the
sacrament are especially significant.

Equally important is regular attendance in
a temple where possible. The temple provides a
continuing remembrance of the Savior’s Atone-
ment and what it overcomes. And, even more im-
portant, temple attendance allows us to provide a
spiritual rescue for our deceased loved ones and
more distant ancestors.

President Russell M. Nelson, at our last
conference, emphasized this principle and added,
“[Temple] blessings ... help to prepare a people
who will help prepare the world for the Second
Coming of the Lord!”
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gréka un naves.Lai gan grékam var bat nozimi-
ga loma musu parbaudijumos, dzives nelaimes
sarezgi ari kltidas, slikti [émumi, citu launas
darbibas un daudzas lietas, kas ir arpus misu
kontroles.

Sludini Manu evangeélijuir macits: ,,Ja més
palaujamies uz Jézu Kristu un Vina istenoto
Izpirk$anu, Vins var palidzét mums parciest
musu parbaudijumus, slimibas un sapes. Misu
sirdis var tikt piepilditas ar prieku un mieru, un
més varam rast mierinajumu. Jézus Kristus veikta
Izpirksana var labot visas dzives netaisnibas.”

Saja Lieldienu laika miisu uzmanibas centra
ir Glabgjs un Vina istenotas Izpirk§anas upuris.
Izpirk$ana sniedz ceribu un gaismu laika, kas
daudziem skiet tumss un driims. Prezidents
Gordons B. Hinklijs pazinoja: ,,Kad aplikojam
visu vésturi, ... nav neka ... tik briniskiga, tik
majestatiska, tik lieliska, ka §i Z€lastiga riciba”

Es dalos ar trim ieteikumiem, kas, manuprat,
ir ipasi svarigi masdienas.

Pirmkart, nenovértéjiet par zemu to, cik
svarigi ir darit visu, ko varam, lai palidzétu citiem
fiziskas un pasi garigas grutibas.

Otrkart, ar pateicibu pienemiet Glabéja
istenoto Izpirksanu. Mums visiem ir jacensas
izradit prieku un laimi pat tad, kad saskaramies
ar dzives izaicinajumiem. Masu meérkim vajadzé-
tu bt dzivot optimistiski un dzivot ,,saulainaja
ielas pusé”. Es esmu novérojis, ka mana darga
dzivesbiedre Marija to dara visu savu dzivi. Esmu
novertéjis vinas dzirkstoso, uzmundrinoso attiek-
smi pat tad, kad gadu gaita esam saskarusies ar
problémam.

Mans tre$ais padoms ir veltit laiku, lai uztici-
gi apcerétu Glabéja istenoto Izpirksanu. Ir daudz
veidu, ka to darit misu personigaja religiskaja
dzivé. Tomér Svéta Vakarédiena sanaksmes ap-
meklésana un Svéta Vakarédiena pienemsana ir
ipasi nozimiga.

Tikpat svarigi ir regulari apmeklét templi,
ja tas ir iespéjams. Templis nodro$ina pastavi-
gu pieminu par Glabéja Izpirk$anu un to, kas
taja tika istenots. Un, kas ir vél svarigak, templa
apmeklésana lauj mums nodro$inat garigo glab-
$anu masu mirusajiem tuviniekiem un talakiem
senciem.

Prezidents Rasels M. Nelsons musu pédeé-
ja konferencé uzsvéra $o principu un piebilda:

»[ Templa] svétibas ... palidz sagatavot cilvékus,
kuri palidzés sagatavot pasauli Ta Kunga Otrajai
atnak$anai!”
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We must never forget the sacrifices and
examples of prior generations, but our adulation,
appreciation, and worship should be centered on
the Savior of the world and His atoning sacrifice.
I testify that the key to the Father’s plan of happi-
ness is the Atonement wrought by our Savior, Je-
sus Christ. He lives and guides His Church. The
Atonement of Jesus Christ provides the ultimate
rescue from the trials we face in this life. In the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Més nekad nedrikstam aizmirst iepriekséjo
paaudzu upurus un piemérus, bet masu slavina-
jumiem, atzinibai un pielgsmei ir jabut vérstai
uz pasaules Glabéju un Vina izpirkuma upuri. Es
apliecinu, ka Téva laimes ieceres atsléga ir misu
Glabéja Jézus Kristus istenota Izpirksana. Vins
dzivo un vada Savu Baznicu. Jézus Kristus Iz-
pirksana sniedz galigo glabinu parbaudijumos, ar
kuriem més saskaramies Saja dzivé. Jézus Kristus
Varda, amen.
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