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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”

Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,
my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
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Es liecinu, ka berni un jauniesi ir Dieva valstibas
atainojums, kas uz Zemes plaukst visa tas speka
un skaistuma.

Savas laicigas dzives pédéjo gadu Jézus iesa-
ka, vél vairak apmacot Savus apustulus. Lai Vina
véstijums un Vina Baznica izdzivotu, 12 pavisam
vienkarsu cilvéku sirdis, kuri Vinu pazina tikai 24
ménesus, bija jaiegulda vél vairak.

Kadu dienu Jézus kluva par liecinieku stri-
dam Divpadsmito starpa un vélak jautaja: ,,Par
ko jus runajat?”’Acimredzot nokaunéjusies vini
»cieta klusu’ka véstits rakstos. Bet $is dizakais no
visiem skolotajiem apjauta vinu sirds domasun
pamanija pirmo personigas lepnibas uzplaiksni-
jumu. Vin$ ,pasauca bérnu ...

un sacija: ,,Patiesi Es jums saku: ja jis neat-
griezaties un netopat ka bérni, tad jis nenaksit
Debesu valstiba.

Tapéc, kas pats pazemojas ka $is bérns, tas ir
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lielakais Debesu valstiba.

Japiebilst, ka vél pirms Kristus piedzimsanas
kénina Benjamina atvadu sprediki bija ietverts $is
dzildomigais izteikums par bérna pazemibu. Taja
teikts: ,,Jo miesigs cilvéks ir Dieva ienaidnieks ...
un biis mazigi mazos, kameér vien vins ... neklast
par svéto caur Kristus Ta Kunga Izpirk$anu un
neklast ka bérns — paklavigs, ... pazemigs, ...
pilns milestibas, ... patiesi ka bérns paklaujas
savam tévam.”

Protams, ir ari tadas bérniskigas tieksmes,
kuras mésneatbalstam. Pirms divdesmit pieciem
gadiem mans tolaik tris gadus vecais mazdéls
iekoda savai piecus gadus vecajai masai roka.
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for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We
quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
admire Him, but we don’t worship Him”

How different life could be if the world es-
teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.

But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.
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Mans znots, kurs tovakar riipéjas par bérniem,
drudzaini macija meitai visas piedo$anas ma-
cibas, kadas vien spéja iedomaties, secinot, ka
vinas mazais bralitis, visticamak, pat nezina, ka-
das ir sajiitas péc kodiena roka. Sis nepardomati
téviskais izteikums darbojas aptuveni minti,
varbut pusotru, lidz bérnu gulamistaba atskanéja
kliedziens, kas lika nodrebét logiem, un mana
mazmeita mierigi sauca: ,,Tagad vins zina!”

Kas tad ir tas, uz ko mums vajadzétu vérst
uzmanibu, raugoties uz bérnu dzives tikumiem?
Kas bija tas, kas pasam Kristum lika liet asaras
visaizkustinosakaja aina visa Mormona Grama-
ta? Ko Jézus macija, kad Vin$ piesauca debesu
uguni un sargengelus, lai tie ieskautu Sos bérnus,
pavélot pieaugusajiem ,,skat[ities] uz [saviem]
bérniniem”?

Més nezinam, kas uz to pamudinaja, bet man
jadoma, ka tam ir kads sakars ar vinu $kistibu
un nevainibu, vinu iedzimto pazemibu un to, ko
tasvarsniegt misu dzivé, ja més to saglabajam.

Kadeé] izmisuma dienas tiek raksturotas ka
»niecibu nieciba”?Kapéc vardi — ,,cilveku bérnu
lepniba un tuksas iedomas”— raksturo lielo un
plaso éku, kas Lehija vizija atradas garigaja pa-
grimuma? Un ka tad ar zoramieSiem — $iem tik
savtigi ladzos$ajiem cilvékiem? Alma par viniem
teica: ,, Ak Dievs, vini piesauc Tevi ar savu muti,
kameér vini ir uzputusies ... ar pasaules nieciga-
jam lietam.”

Vai ir kas jaukaks, skistaks vai pazemigaks
par bérnu — sakot lagsanas vardus? Gluzi ka
telpa pavértos debesu plasumi. Dievs un Kristus
viniem ir tik reali, bet citiem ar laiku i pieredze
var klat virspuséja.

Ka elders Ricards L. Evanss citéja pirms aptu-
veni 60 gadiem: ,,Daudzi no mums apliecina, ka
ir kristiesi, bet més ... neuztveram Vinu nopietni.
... Més Vinu cienam, bet més Vinam nesekojam.
... Més citéjam Vina vardus, bet nedzivojam
saskana ar tiem.”,,Més Vinu apbrinojam, bet més
Vinu nepielddzam.”

Cik atskiriga varétu but dzive, ja pasaule cie-
nitu Jézu laiku pa laikam vairak neka zaimojosu
rupjibu.

Tacu bérni Vinu patiesam mil, un $1 milesti-
ba var bt sajitama ari citas dzives jomu attie-
cibas. Parasti bérniba tiek miléts tik viegli, vini
piedod tik viegli un vini smejas tik apburosi, ka
pat visaukstaka un visstingaka sirds var izkust.
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Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
alone and unaided.

After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving
his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
al post by which he could climb to a standing
position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
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Un ta var turpinat un turpinat! Skistiba?
Palaviba? Drosme? Godaprats?

Apliakosim, kadu pazemibu Dieva prieksa
tika paradijis viens jauns, man loti dargs draugs.

2025. gada 5. janvari — pirms 91 dienas —
Istonam Darinam DZolijam tika pieskirta Arona
priesteriba, un vins$ tika ordinéts par diakonu
Pédéjo Dienu Svéto Jézus Kristus Baznica.

Istons bija ilgojies pasniegt Ta Kunga Svéto
Vakarédienu tik ilgi, cik vien vins spéja atceréties.
Tacu $o svéto iespéju pavadija véderu knudino-
$as bailes, ka vinam neizdosies, ka vin$ pakritis,
ka vins tiks izsmiets vai apkaunos sevi un savu
gimeni.

Redziet, Istons slimo ar retu un Joti postosu
slimibu — iedzimtu muskulu distrofiju. Ta pa-
kapeniski ir piepildijusi §1 bérna dzivi ar milzi-
giem izaicinajumiem, vienlaikus sagraujot vina
nakotnes ceribas un sapnus. Driz vin$ pastavigi
atradisies ratinkrésla. Vina gimene neruna par to,
kas vinu sagaida péc tam.

Svétdiena, péc savas ordiné$anas, Istons pir-
mo reizi gatavojas pasniegt Svéto Vakarédienu.
Vina personiga motivacija bija — pasniegt sevi
un $os svétos simbolus savam tévam, kur$ bija
biskapijas biskaps. Gaidot $o uzdevumu, vins bija
ladzis un ladzies, raudajis un ladzies, izspiezot
garantiju, ka neviens,neviensnemeéginas vinpam
palidzét. Daudzu sev privatu iemeslu dé] vinam
to vajadzéja izdarit vienam pasam un bez palidzi-
bas.

Péc tam, kad priesteris bija lauzis maizi un
svétijis to — Kristus salauzitas miesas simbolu,
— Istons ar savu ,,salauzito” kermeni pietuvojas,
lai panemtu trauku. Tomér no sanaksmju nama
gridas lidz paaugstinajumam bija tris ievéroja-
mi pakapieni. Sanémis trauku, vins izstiepas tik
augstu, cik vien varéja, un savu trauku novietoja
uz margas virsmas. Tad, apsédies uz viena no
augstakajiem pakapieniem, vin$ ar abam rokam
uzvilka labo kaju uz pirma pakapiena. Péc tam
vin$ uzvilka kreiso kaju uz ta pasa pakapiena un
ta talak, lidz ar gratibam nonaca sava personiga
tris pakapienu ,,Everesta” virsotné.

Péc tam vins$ aizvirzijas lidz balsta stabam,
pie ka pieturoties, vin$ varéja uzslieties stavus.
Tad vins devas atpakal pie trauka. Vél dazi soli,
un jau vins stavéja biskapa prieksa, kas bija vina
tévs un kuram, asaram plistot par vaigiem, nacas
sanemties, lai neapskautu §o — tik drosmigo un
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from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest-
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true
and bear witness of it in the name of the most
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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uzticigo — délu. Un Istons ar atvieglojumu un
plasu smaidu seja varéja teikt: ,,Es esmu pagodi-
najis [savu tévu un] esmu pabeidzis to darbu, ko
[vin$ man bija uzdevis].”

Ticiba, uzticiba, $kistiba, palaviba, gods un
— galu gala — milestiba pret tévu, kuram vins tik
loti véléjas izpatikt. Sis un vél ducis citu ipasi-
bu liek arimumsteikt: ,,Kas ... pazemojas ka $is
bérns, tas ir lielakais Debesu valstiba”

Masas un brali, un draugi, man zinamo
skaistako attélu saraksta augsgala ir tikpat apzi-
nigi un nenovértéjami bérni un jauniesi ka tie,
kurus més $odien pieminéjam. Es liecinu, ka vini
ir Dieva valstibas plaukstosais atainojums uz
Zemes — it visa spéka un skaistuma.

Saja pasa liecibas gara es apstiprinu, ka sava
jauniba Dzozefs Smits redzéja to, ko vins teica,
ka redzéjis, un sarunajas ar tiem, ar kuriem vins
teica, ka runajis. Es liecinu, ka Rasels M. Nelsons
ir Dieva ordinéts un apdavinats pravietis un
gaidregis. Ta ka es visu mazu esmu bijis grama-
tu milotajs, es apliecinu, ka Mormona Gramata
ir visatalgojosaka gramata, kadu jebkad esmu
lasijis, — mana majokliSa noslégakmens daudzu
majoklu valstiba. Es liecinu, ka priesteriba un
liigdana atjauno manu dzivi — Kristus priesteriba
un jasu lagsanas. Es zinu, ka tas viss ir patiesiba,
un liecinu par to uzticigaka un pazemigaka no
visiem Dieva déliem — Alfas un Omegas, Dizena
Es Esmu, krusta sista, uzticiga liecinieka— patiesi
Ta Kunga Jézus Kristus Varda, amen.
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