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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”

Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,
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Todistan, ettd vauvat, lapset ja nuoret ovat niky-
mid Jumalan valtakunnasta maan pddlld kukois-
taen kaikessa sen voimassa ja kauneudessa.

Jeesus aloitti kuolevaisen elaménsa viimeisen
vuoden lisddmalla apostoliensa kouluttamista.
Jotta Hanen sanomansa ja Hanen kirkkonsa
sdilyisivat Hanen jédlkeensa, oli painettava vield
enemman ymmarrystd niiden 12 hyvin tavallisen
miehen syddmeen, jotka olivat tunteneet Hanet
tuskin kahta vuotta.

Erddna pdivina Jeesus ndki omin silmin kah-
dentoista joukossa kiistelya ja kysyi myohemmin:
“Mistd te matkalla keskustelitte?” Ilmeisen nolos-
tuneina he "olivat vaiti’, aikakirja kertoo. Mutta
tama suurin kaikista opettajista havaitsi heiddn
syddmensa ajatuksetja aisti henkilokohtaisen yl-
peyden ensimmadisen hdivahdyksen. Niinpa Hin
“kutsui luokseen lapsen - -

ja sanoi: "Totisesti: ellette kddnny ja tule
lasten kaltaisiksi, te ette padse taivasten valtakun-
taan.

Se, joka ndyrtyy tdmén lapsen kaltaiseksi, on
suurin taivasten valtakunnassa.”

On syytd huomata, ettd jo ennen Kristuksen
syntymai kuningas Benjaminin jadhyviissaarna
sisélsi timén syvillisen huomautuksen lapsen
noyryydestd. Siind sanotaan: “Luonnollinen ih-
minen on Jumalan vihollinen - - ja on oleva aina
ja ikuisesti, ellei han — - tule pyhiksi Kristuksen,
Herran sovituksen kautta ja tule lapsen kaltaisek-
si, alistuvaksi — —, noyraksi, — - sellaiseksi, joka
on tdynnd rakkautta — — niin kuin lapsi [suhtau-
tuu isdansa).

On tietenkin olemassa lapsellisia taipumuk-
sia, joitaemmerohkaise. Kaksikymmentaviisi
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my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We
quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
admire Him, but we don’t worship Him”

How different life could be if the world es-
teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.
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vuotta sitten sithen aikaan kolmevuotias tyttaren-
poikani puri viisivuotiasta siskoaan késivarteen.
Vivyni, joka sind iltana oli huolehtimassa lapsis-
ta, opetti kuumeisesti tyttarelleen kaikki mieleen-
sd tulevat opetukset anteeksiannosta ja paatteli
lopulta, ettei pikkuveli luultavasti edes tiennyt,
miltd purema késivarteen tuntui. Tuo epéviisas
isallinen huomautus toimi noin minuutin, ehka
puolentoista minuutin ajan, kunnes lastenhuo-
neesta kuului ikkunoita helisyttava parkaisu ja
tyttdrentyttdreni huusi tyynesti: "Nyt hin tietda.”

Mitd meidén siis tulee ndhda niiden eldiman
juniorien hyveissda? Mika sai itsensd Kristuksen
kyyneliin koko Mormonin kirjan herkimmassa
kohtauksessa? Miti Jeesus opetti, kun Han kutsui
alas taivaallisen tulen ja suojelevia enkeleitd nii-
den lasten ympdrille ja kdski aikuisia katsomaan
pienokaisiaan?

Emme tiedd, mika innoitti kaikkeen siihen,
mutta minun on ajateltava, ettd silld oli jotakin
tekemistd heiddn puhtautensa ja viattomuuten-
sa, heiddn synnynniisen noyryytensd kanssa ja
sen kanssa, mitd sevoisituoda elamddamme, jos
sdilytamme sen.

Miksi erds kirjoittaja kdyttdd epdtoivon pai-
vistimme sanoja “turhuuksien turhuus”? Kuinka
juuri “ihmislasten turhamaiset kuvitelmat ja yl-
peys ovat sanoja, jotka luonnehtivat sitd suurta ja
avaraa rakennusta, joka Lehin ndyssa oli hengel-
lisesti niin kuollut? Entd soramilaiset, se ryhma,
joka rukoili niin omahyvdisesti? Heistd Alma
sanoi: “Oi Jumala, he [rukoilevat] sinun puoleesi
suullansa, samanaikaisesti kun poyhkeilevit — -
maailman turhuuksilla”

Toisaalta — onko mitdin suloisempaa, puh-
taampaa tai ndyrempéd kuin rukoileva lapsi? On
aivan kuin taivas olisi ldsnd huoneessa. Jumala ja
Kristus ovat hyvin todellisia, mutta muille my6-
hemmin kokemus voi olla pinnallisempi.

Kuten vanhin Richard L. Evans lainasi suun-
nilleen 60 vuotta sitten: "Monet meistd vaittavit
olevansa kristittyjd, silti - — emme suhtaudu
Héneen vakavasti. - — Me kunnioitamme Hénti,
mutta emme seuraa Hantd. — — Me lainaamme
Hénen sanojaan, mutta emme eld niiden mu-
kaan””Me ihailemme Hént4, mutta emme palvele
Hénta”

Kuinka erilaista elama voisikaan olla, jos
maailma arvostaisi Jeesusta enemmaén eika kayt-
taisi Hdnen nimeddn vain rienaavaan kiroiluun
aika ajoin.
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But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.

Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
alone and unaided.

After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving
his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
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Mutta lapset todella rakastavat Hantd, ja
tama rakkaus voi siirtyd heiddn muihin suh-
teisiinsa elamédn leikkikentalld. Yleensd jopa
varhaisvuosinaan lapset rakastavat niin helposti,
he antavat anteeksi niin auliisti, he nauravat niin
ihastuttavasti, ettd kylmin, kovinkin sydan sulaa.

Luettelo jatkuu jatkumistaan. Puhtaus? Luot-
tamus? Rohkeus? Luonteenlujuus?

Tulkaa kanssani katsomaan ndyryyttd, jota
erds nuori, hyvin rakas ystavéni osoitti Jumalan
edessa.

Tammikuun 5. pdivdnd 2025 - 91 paivad
sitten — Easton Darrin Jolleylle annettiin Aaronin
pappeus ja hinet asetettiin diakoniksi Myo6-
hempien Aikojen Pyhien Jeesuksen Kristuksen
Kirkossa.

Niin kauan kuin Easton pystyi muistamaan,
hén oli halunnut jakaa Herran ehtoollisen sak-
ramenttia. Mutta tahdn pyhdidn mahdollisuuteen
liittyi vatsaa vadntava pelko siité, ettd hdn epdon-
nistuisi, ettd han kaatuisi, etta hanta kiusattaisiin
tai ettd hdn nolaisi itsensd ja perheensa.

Eastonilla on nimittdin harvinainen ja
erittdin tuhoisa sairaus, Ullrichin synnynndinen
lihasdystrofia. Se on vihitellen tayttdnyt hdnen
nuoren eldménsé valtavilla haasteilla ja samalla
murskannut hinen toiveensa ja unelmansa tule-
vaisuudesta. Han joutuu pian pysyvisti pyoratuo-
liin. Hanen perheensa ei puhu siitd, mikd odottaa
héntad sen jélkeen.

Asettamisensa jalkeisend sunnuntaina Easton
jakoi sakramenttia ensimmaista kertaa. Hanen
henkilokohtaisena kannustimenaan oli se, ettd
hén voisi mennd isdnsa eteen, joka oli seurakun-
nan piispa, ja jakaa hédnelle ndima pyhat ver-
tauskuvat. Odottaessaan tuota tehtévad hin oli
anonut ja pyytdnyt, itkenyt ja anellut sekéd saanut
lupauksen siitd, ettei kukaan,ei kukaan, yrittdisi
auttaa hantd. Monista syistd — henkilokohtaisista
— hdnen téiytyi tehdé tdma yksin ja ilman apua.

Kun pappi oli murtanut leivdn ja siunan-
nut sen - vertauskuvan, joka kuvaa Kristuksen
murrettua ruumista — Easton murtuneen kehon-
sa kanssa kulki vaivalloisesti ottamaan vastaan
tarjottimensa. Seurakuntakeskuksen lattialta
korokkeelle oli kuitenkin kolme isoa askelmaa.
Niinpé saatuaan tarjottimensa hén ojensi tar-
jottimen niin korkealle kuin pystyi ja asetti sen
kaidetta korkeammalla olevalle tasolle. Sitten hian
istuutui yhdelle korkeista askelmista ja kiskoi
molemmin késin oikean jalkansa ylos ensimmai-
selle askelmalle. Sitten hén kiskoi vasemman jal-
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at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
al post by which he could climb to a standing
position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest-
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true
and bear witness of it in the name of the most
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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kansa samalle askelmalle ja niin edelleen, kunnes
hén oli vaivalloisesti padssyt henkilokohtaisen
kolmiportaisen mount everestinsad huipulle.

Sitten hdn keinotteli itsensa tukipylvdan
luo, jonka avulla hén pystyi nousemaan seiso-
maan. Han meni takaisin tarjottimen luo. Vield
muutama askel, ja hin seisoi piispan — isdnsd —
edessd, joka kyyneleet silmissddn ja kasvoillaan
joutui pidittelemadn itseddn, ettei olisi halannut
tatd tdydellisen rohkeaa ja uskollista poikaa. Ja
Easton, jonka kasvoilla karehti helpotus ja leved
hymy, olisi voinut hyvinkin sanoa: "Miné olen
kirkastanut [isdni] saattamalla padtokseen tyon,
jonka [hdn antoi] tehddkseni.”

Usko, uskollisuus, puhtaus, luottamus,
kunnia ja lopulta rakkaus isdén, jota hin niin
halusi miellyttdd. Nama ja kymmenkunta muuta
ominaisuutta saavat myosmeidatsanomaan: ”Se,
joka noyrtyy tdmén lapsen kaltaiseksi, on suurin
taivasten valtakunnassa.”

Sisareni, veljeni ja ystdvani, kauneimpien
tuntemieni ndkymien luettelon kirjessa ovat
vauvat, lapset ja nuoret, jotka ovat yhté tunnol-
lisia ja korvaamattomia kuin ne, joihin olemme
tdnddn viitanneet. Todistan, ettd he ovat nakymia
Jumalan valtakunnasta maan paalla kukoistaen
kaikessa sen voimassa ja kauneudessa.

Samassa todistuksen hengessa todistan, ettd
Joseph Smith néki nuorena sen, mité hén sanoi
ndhneensi, ja keskusteli niiden kanssa, joiden
kanssa hin sanoi puhuneensa. Todistan, ettd
noyré ja puhdas Russell M. Nelson on Jumalan
asettama ja lahjakas profeetta ja nékija. Koko
eliméni ajan jatkuneen lukemisen tuloksena
todistan, ettd Mormonin kirja on antoisin kirja,
mité olen koskaan lukenut, ja pienen asuinsijani
lakikivi valtakunnassa, jossa on monta huonetta.
Todistan, ettd pappeus ja rukous palauttavat ela-
mini - Kristuksen pappeus ja teidan rukouksen-
ne. Tiedédn kaiken timin olevan totta ja todistan
siitd kaikista Jumalan pojista uskollisimman ja
néyrimmain nimessd — Alfan ja Oomegan, suuren
Mina olen, ristiinnaulitun, luotettavan todista-
jannimessd — nimittdin Herran Jeesuksen Kris-
tuksen nimessd. Aamen.
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