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As we diligently seek to have charity and virtue fill
our lives, our confidence in approaching God will
increase.

My dear brothers and sisters, I am grateful to
speak to you today in this important general con-
ference. My eyes continue to get older. Thank you
for your understanding as I deliver my message.

We live in a day of great momentum in The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. I am
filled with joy as I see progress in so many areas.

I am especially inspired by our youth. They
are giving service in large numbers. They are
seeking their ancestors and performing ordi-
nances in the temple. Our young men and wom-
en are submitting applications for missionary
service in record numbers. The rising generation
isrising upas stalwart followers of Jesus Christ.

Recently I met a new great-granddaugh-
ter. When I contemplate the challenges she will
experience in her life, I feel a great desire to help
her build faith in Jesus Christ. Living His gospel
is essential for her future happiness.

She, like each of us, will face challenges.
We all will experience illness, disappointment,
temptation, and loss. These challenges can knock
our self-confidence. However, disciples of Jesus
Christ have access to a different kind of confi-
dence.

When we make and keep covenants with
God, we can have confidence that is born of the
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KaBds emilnrodue empedds va yeuioer 9 {wn
YOG 1 ayVH ay&Tn Keu 1 &peTH, 1 TEmoiOnon pog
va mpocgeyyioovue Tov Ocd Oa avénbei.

Ayamnmrot aded@oli kat ayanntég adeApég
pov, eipat evyvapwy mov Ba oag A ow onuepa
0€ QUTNV TN ONHAVTIKN YeViKr ovvélevor). Ta
HdTia pov ovveyiCovv va yepvovv. Zag evyapt-
OTW yla TNV KATavonor oag kabwg ekpwvw To
UVUUA pov.

Zolpe o€ Lo oY1 HEYAANG OpUNG OTNV
ExkkAnoia tov Inoov Xpiotod twv Ayiwv twv
Televtaiwv Hpepwv. Eipat yeparog xapd kabwg
BAEmw Po0do oe TOGOVG TTOAAOVG TOHEIG.

Epnvéopat eidikd amnd Tovg vEoug Hag.
IIpoogépovv vrnpétnon oe peydhovg aptOpovg.
Avalntovv Tovg Tpoydvoug Toug Kat TEAOLV
Statakelg otov vao. Ot véor avSpeg Kat ot véeg
yuvaikeg pag VTOBAAAOVY AUTHOELG VLot LEPATIO-
oToAIKN vInpETnomn oe aplBuovg pekdp. H avep-
xopevn yevedefoyawvetaiwg évheppot omadoi Tov
Inoov Xpiotov.

[Ipoogdatwg yvwploa pia véa Stoéyyovn.
Otav cuAoyilopat Tig Suokoieg mov Ba Prwoet
ot wr| TG, atoBavopat peyan embupia va
Bondnow va avantvget tiotn otov Inoov Xptoto.
Eivaw amapaitnto yia tn peAAovTikn gvtovxia tng
va et to Evayyéhio Tov.

Exkeivn, 0Twg o kabévag and epdg, Oa avtipe-
twmioet duokolies. Olot Ba Piwoovpe acbévela,
QATOYONTEVOT), TTELPACHO KAl anAeLa. AVTEG OL
Svokolieg pmopovv va mAn&ovv tnv avtomnenoi-
Onon pag. Qoto00, ot padntég Tov Inoov Xpti-
oTov £XovV TpOaPaot) o€ Eva SlaQopeTIkO £idog
nenoifnong.

Otav ovvamntovpe kat Tpovpe Stabnkeg pe
ToV @€, HMOPOVUE VA EXOVIIE EUTILOTOOVVT TTOV
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Spirit. The Lord told the Prophet Joseph Smith
that our confidence can “wax strong in the
presence of God.”Imagine the comfort of having
confidence in the presence of God!

When I speak of having confidence before
God, I am referring to having confidence in
approaching Godright now! I am referring to
praying with confidence that Heavenly Father
hears us, that He understands our needs better
than we do. I am referring to having confidence
that He loves us more than we can comprehend,
that He sends angels to be with us and with those
we love.l am referring to having confidence that
He yearns to help each of us reach our highest
potential.

Now, how do we gain such confidence? The
Lord answers this question with these words:
“Let thy bowels ... be full of charity towards all
men, ... and let virtue garnish thy thoughts un-
ceasingly;thenshall thy confidence wax strong in
the presence of God”

There’s the key! In the Lord’s own words,
charity and virtue open the way to having con-
fidence before God! Brothers and sisters, we can
do this! Our confidence can truly wax strong in
the presence of God, right now!

Let’s consider both charity and virtue.

First, charity. Two years ago, I called upon us,
as covenant followers of Jesus Christ, to be peace-
makers. I repeat what I said then: “Anger never
persuades. Hostility builds no one. Contention
never leads to inspired solutions.”

True charity towards all men is the hallmark
of peacemakers! It is imperative that we have
charity in our discourse, both public and private.
I thank those of you who took my previous coun-
sel to heart. But we can still do better.

The present hostility in public dialogue and
on social media is alarming. Hateful words are
deadly weapons. Contention prevents the Holy
Ghost from being our constant companion.
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yevvatat ano to [Ivevpa. O Kopuog eime otov
ITpogritn TColep X0 ot n memoiBnon pag pmo-
pel va «ioxvpomnonBei otnv mapovoia Tov Oeov».
Davtacbeite TNV MapnyopLd and To yEYovog oTL
vnapxet memoifinon otnv mapovoia tov Aeov!

Otav il yla v vrapén nenotbnoewg
EVWTILOV TOL @0, AvVAPEPOAL OTO VOl EXOVLE
nenoifnon katd tnv mpooéyylon Tov @eovavT
T otiypun)! Avagépopat oTny TPOCEVXT HE TTE-
noifnon 6t o Emovpdviog Iatépag pdg akovet,
OTL KatalaPaivel TIG avAayKeg pag KaAvtepa amo
eUAG. Avagépopat oTny menoifnon ott pag ayamnd
TIEPLOOOTEPO ATO OGO UTTOPOVE VA KATAVOT|TOV-
He, OTL 0TEAVEL ayyENouG yia va givat padi pe epag
KOl e EKEIVOVG TIOV ayaTtovLe. Ava@épopLat 0To
va éxovpe memoibnomn ot Aaxtapd va fonbnoet
Tov kabévav pag va ¢Bdoel oto avataro dvva-
ULKO TOv.

Twpa, Twg amoktovpe TéTola menoifnon; O
Kbprog amavtd og auto o pwTnpa e auTd Ta
Aoyt «Ag yepioovy Ta oTAdYVa OOV. .. ayvn
ayamn mpog 6AovG Tovg avhpwmovg. .. Kat 1 ape-
T ag oToAiet adtakoma Tig okéyelg oov. Toten
nenoiBnor oov Ba toyxvpomowmnBel otV mapovaoia
ToL Ocovy.

Opiote o kAewdi! Me ta idta Ta Aoyta Tov
Kvpiov, n ayvn aydnn kat n apeTn avoiyovv Tov
dpopo ya va éxovpe memoibnomn evamov TOL
Oeov! Adehgoi kat adeh@ég, Lmopove va TO
kavovpe avto! H memoiBnon pog pmopet aAndwg
va loyvpomotndei otV mapovaoia Tov Ao, avTr
Tn oTypn!

Ag ovAloyloBolpe TG00 TNV ayviy aydmn
000 KOl TNV apeTh.

[Tpwtov, TV ayvr aydmn. IIptv and dvo xpo-
Via, Hog kdAeoa, wg omadovg Tng dtabnkng tov
Inoov Xpiotov, va eipaote eiprvomnotoi. Emava-
Aapavw avto mov eina toTe: «O Bupdg moté dev
neiBel. H exBpotng dev PeAtiwvel kavévay. H dia-
pdxn 8ev odnyei moTé o€ eumvevOUEVEG AVOELGY.

H aAnBwn ayvi aydnn npog 6Aovg Tovg
avBpwovG elval TO XAPAKTNPLOTIKO YVDPLOHA
Twv elpnvomotwv! Eival emitaktiko va éxovpe
ayvi aydmn otov A6yo Hag, T6o0 aTov dnpod-

o010 600 Kkat Tov WwTik6. Evxaplotw 6covg amod

€04 Aapate coPfapd LT OYLV TNV TTPONYOVEVN
ovpPovAr| pov. Evrovtolg, pmopodue va ta maype
akoun kaivtepa.

H onuepivry exBpotnta otov dnpoocto did-
AoYo Kal 0Ta HEoA KOLVWVIKNG SIKTVWONG eivat
avnovxntik. Ta Aoyia picovg eivat Oavdotpa
omAa. H Stapdyn amotpénetl to Ayto ITvedpa and
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As followers of Jesus Christ, we should lead
the way as peacemakers. As charity becomes part
of our nature, we will lose the impulse to demean
others. We will stop judging others. We will have
charity for those from all walks of life.Charity
towards all men is essential to our progress.
Charity is the foundation of a godly character.

Let us plead with our Heavenly Father to fill
our hearts with greater charity—especially for
those who are difficult to love—for charity is a
gift from our Heavenly Father for true followers
of Jesus Christ.The Savior is the Prince of Peace.
We are to be His instruments for peace.

Now, let us speak of virtue. The Lord tells us
to garnish our thoughtsunceasinglywith virtue.
Imagine the boost you will receive to any positive
thought when you enhance it with virtue. Virtue
makes everything better and happier! On the
other hand, imagine what will happen when you
add virtue to an impure thought, a cruel thought,
or a depressing thought. Virtue will drive away-
thosethoughts. Virtue will free you from anxious,
troublesome thoughts.

Brothers and sisters, as the world grows more
wicked, we need to grow increasingly pure. Our
thoughts, words, and actions need to be unfail-
ingly virtuous and filled with the pure love of
Jesus Christ towards all men. The great opportu-
nity before us is to become the people God needs
us to be.

Regular worship in the house of the Lord
increases our capacity for both virtue and charity.
Thus, time in the temple increases our confidence
before the Lord. Increased time in the temple will
help us prepare for the Second Coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. We do not know the day or
the hour of His coming.But I do know that the
Lord is prompting me to urge us to get ready for
that “great and dreadful day”

As we diligently seek to have charity and
virtue fill our lives, our confidence in approach-
ing God will increase. I invite you to take inten-
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TO va elval oLVEXNHG OVVTPOPOG HAG.

Qg onadot Tov Inoov Xptotov, Ba mpémet
va deixvoupe Tov 8popo wg epnvomotoi. Kabwg
1 AYVI] ayann yivetal HEpog TNG PUOEWS [AG,

Ba xadoovpe TNV TAPOPUNOT) VA PELWDVOVLE TOVG
dANovG. Oa OTAHATICOVE VA KPIVOVUE TOVG
AAAOVG. Oa £XOVUE ALYV AYATIT YL ATOHA ATTO
OAa ta kovwvikd otpwpata. H ayvn aydmn mpog
OAovg Tovg avBpwmovg eivat ovoLwdng yla TV
np060do pag. H ayvn aydmn eivat to Oepéio tov
Beiov xapaktripog.

Ag mapaxaréocovpe tov Emovpdvio Iatépa
pag va yepioet Tnv kapdid pag pe peyalvtepn
ayvi ayann —el8Ikwg yla eKEVovg Tov eivat
dvokolo va Tovg ayamovpe— S1OTL 1 ayvr) aydmn
eltvat éva dwpo amod tov Enovpavio Iatépa pog
yta Tovg aAnBivovg onadovg Tov Inoov Xpiotov.
O Zwtnpag eivar o Hpiyximag Eiprivng. pémet va
elpaote Ta Opyavd Tov yia elprvn.

Twpa, ag pAnoovpe ya Ty apetn. O Kdplog
pag Aéet va otohifovpe Tig okéyelg pagadiako-
nape apetr). avtacheite Tnv wbnon mov Ha
AaPete, oe oavdnmote BeTikn okéymn, OTAV TNV
evioxVete pe apetr). H apety kdvel Ta mavta ka-
AOTepa kat evtvxéotepal Ao TNV GAAN, @avta-
oBeite 11 Oa ovpPei dTav Mpoabéoete TNV apetn
oe pia akdBaptn okéyn, o pa Bavavon okéyn 1
oe pa karaOhurten okéyn. H apetn Ba Suwéet-
avtégTig okéyels. H apetn Oa oag ehevBepwoet
aTtd AVHOVXES, PACAVIOTIKEG OKEVELG.

Adelgoi kat aded@ég, kabBwg o KOOUOG Yive-
Tat OAO KAl TILO KAKOG, TTPETEL Va Yivoue oAoéva
Kat o ayvol. Ot okéyelg, Ta Adyta Kat oL Tpd-
Eelg pag mpémel va eival otabepiq evapeTta kat
YERATA e TNV ayviy aydmn Tov Inoov Xpiotov
Tpog 6Aovg Tovg avBpwmovg. H peydn evkatpia
EVWTILOV Hag elval va yivovpe 0 Aadg tov o @edg
xpetaletat va yivoope.

H taxtikn Aatpeia otov oiko Tov Kupiov
aLEAVEL TNV IKAVOTITA Pag TOCO Yia ApeTT| 600
KaL ylot ayvi) aydrn. Zuvenwg, 0 XpOVog 0TOV VAo
av&davel tnv memoifnorn pag evaomov tov Kupiov.
O avgnuévog xpovog otov vao Ba pag pondnoet
va poeTolpacBovpe yia n Aevtépa Iapovoia
TOL ZWTNPOG Hag, Inoov Xpiotov. Aev yvwpilov-
HE TNV Nuépa ) TNV wpa NG eAevoewg Tov. Opwg
Eépw 011 0 KVplog pe mapakivel wote va pag
TAPOTPUVW va TpoeTotpactovpe yia exeivny v
NUEPQA TN «HEYAAT KL ETILPOAVI»

KaBwg emlnrovpe empedwg va yepioet
{wr) pag n ayvi ayamn Kat n apetn, n menoidn-
o1 pag va mpooeyyioovpe Tov Oeo Ba avdndei.
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tional steps to grow inyourconfidence before the
Lord.Then, as we go to our Heavenly Father with
increasing confidence, we will be filled with more
joy, and your faith in Jesus Christ will increase.
We will begin to experience spiritual power that
exceeds our greatest hopes.

We are grateful to the Lord for the acceler-
ation of temple-building in recent years. Under
His direction, today we announce plans to con-
struct a temple in each of these 15 locations:

Reynosa, Mexico

Chorrillos, Peru

Rivera, Uruguay

Campo Grande, Brazil

Porto, Portugal

Uyo, Nigeria

San Jose del Monte, Philippines

Nouméa, New Caledonia

Liverpool, Australia

Caldwell, Idaho

Flagstaff, Arizona

Rapid City, South Dakota

Greenville, South Carolina

Norfolk, Virginia

Spanish Fork, Utah

I testify that Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of
Israel, leads this, His Church. He is preparing to
come again. May we likewise prepare to receive
Him. For this I pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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2ag koA va KAveTe ovveldnTa Prifata yia va
avénoete TV menoibnonoacevamov tov Kupi-
ov. Katomy, kabwg mnyaivovpe otov Enovpd-
vio Tatépa pag pe av§avopevn nenoibnon, Ba
YEUIOOVIE e TIEPLOOATEPT) XAPA KAl 1] THOTH 00G
otov Inoov Xptotod Ba avdndei. Oa apyicovpe va
Biwvovpe mvevpatikn Svvaun mov viepPaivet Tig
peyahvtepeg eAmideg pag.

Eipaote evyvwpoveg otov Kdpro yia tnyv
EMTAXVVOT TNG OLKOSOUNOEWG VAWDY TA TEAEV-
Taia xpovia. Yno tnv kabodnynon Tov, oruepa,
AVAKOLVWVOVE OXESLAL YLt TNV KATAOKELT) EVOG
vaov oe kabepia amo avtég TG 15 Tomobeoieg:

Peivooa, Mekucod

Toopiylog, ITepod

PiBepa, Ovpovyovan

Kapmo Tkpavte, Bpalihia

[T6pTo, Iloptoyahia

Ovyto, Niynpia

Yav Xooé viel Movte, Oilmmiveg

Novpéa, Néa Kakndovia

AiepmovA, Avotpaiia

Kalvtyovel, Awvtayo

DOAaykotag, Apllova

Pamvt 2itv, Notiog Ntakota

TkprivBoA, Notiog KapoAiva

Nop@olk, Biptlivia

2ndvig Popk, Tlovta

Katabétw paptupia 61t 0 Inoovg Xptotog, o
Avtpwtrg Tov Iopan), nyeitat avtrg, Tng ExkAn-
oiag Tov. ITpoetopdetat va éNBet Eavd. Opoiwg
eife va mpoetopacBovpe va Tov dexBolpe. ITpo-
ogdYOHaL YU avTO 0TO 6vopa Tov Inoov Xpiotov,
auny.
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