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While many circumstances in life may be beyond
our control, none of us is beyond the reach of the
Lordss infinite blessings.

Serving in the Presiding Bishopric, I have
had the privilege of meeting Latter-day Saints
around the world in a variety of places and
cultures. I have been continually inspired by
your abiding faith and devotion to the Lord Jesus
Christ. Yet I have also been moved by the diverse
and often difficult circumstances many of you
face—challenges such as illness, disability, limit-
ed resources, fewer opportunities for marriage or
education, abuse by others, and other limitations
or constraints. At times, these trials may seem to
hinder your progress and challenge your genuine
efforts to live the gospel fully, making it more dif-
ficult to serve, worship, and fulfill sacred duties.

My dear friends, if you ever feel limited or
disadvantaged by the circumstances of your life,
I want you to know this: The Lord loves you per-
sonally. He knows your circumstances, and the
door to His blessings remains wide open to you
no matter the challenges you face.

I have learned this truth through a personal
experience that, though seemingly insignificant,
left a lasting impression on me. At the age of 22,
while serving in the French Air Force in Paris, I
was thrilled to learn that Flder Neal A. Maxwell,
an Apostle of the Lord, would be speaking at a
conference on the Champs-Elysées. However,
just before the event, I received orders to drive a
senior officer to the airport at the exact time the
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Evw modAég mepiatdoeis oty {wi umopei va eivau
épa Ao Tov ELeyx0 UG, Kaveis amo eudg Sev
eivau mépa amo TiG Amelpeg evAoyies Tov Kupiov.

Ynnpetwvtag otny Ipoedpevovoa Emokomni-
kn Hyeoia, eixa to mpovouto va ovvavtriow Ayi-
ovg Twv Tedevtaiwv Huepwv oe 6o tov kdopo
o€ 01aPopovg TOTOVG Kat TOALTIOHOVG. Epmvéo-
pat ovveXws and TNy adldkomnn mioTn Kat agooi-
wot oag otov Kopto Inood Xpioto. Qotooo, xw
emiong ovykivnBei amo Tig motkideg kat oL VA
dvokoleg ovvOrkeg mov TOANOL Ao €04 avTipe-
Twnifete — Suokohieg Onwe acBéveleg, avamnpi-
€G, TIEPLOPLOUEVOL TIOPOL, ALyOTEPEG EVKALPIEG Yia
yapo 1 ekmaidevon, kakomoinon and aAAovg Kat
dANot eploplopoi. Mepikég Qopég, avtég ot do-
KLHaoieg pmopel va gaivovtat 0Tt epmodiCovy nv
np60do oag kat BETovv oe dokipacia TG yvioteg
npoonafelég oag va Ceite TAnpws o Evayyéo,
kablotwvTag SuokoloTepn TNV LTINPETNHON, TN
Aatpeia Kat TNV eKMANpwoT Lepwv Kabnkoviwy.

Ayamnmtot pov @ilot, av moté atoBavOeite
TIEPLOPLOUEVOL 1] HELOVEKTIKA e§aUTiAG TWV GUV-
Onkwv g (wng oag, BéAw va Eépete To €€nG: 0
Kvplog ayand tov kabéva Eexwprotd. Tvwpilet
TIG TEPLOTAOELG oag Kat 1) BVpa yla Tig evhoyieg
Tov napapévet opBavorytn yia 0dg, ave§aptnta
amnd T Suokolieg mov avTiLeTwTileTe.

Exw pdbet avtny v akndeia péow piag
TPOOWTILKIG EUTIELPLAG, TIOV, AV KAl QOLVOHEVIKA
aonpavTn, xapdxOnke otn pvrun pov. Xe nAikia
22 gtwv, evw vinpetovoa ot TalAwkn TTolepukn
Aegpomnopia oto [Tapiot, evBovoraoOnka pabai-
vovtag 0Tt o [TpeaPutepog Nnk A. Md&ovel,
¢vag Anootolog Tov Kupiov, Oa pihodoe oe pia
ovvélevon ota Hhoua Iedia. Qotdoo, Aiyo mpLy
armo v ekdnAwon, Ehafa eVToAEG va HeTapépw
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conference was set to take place.

I was disappointed. But determined to
attend, I dropped the officer off and rushed to
the conference. After finding a parking spot, I
sprinted down the Champs-Elysées to the meet-
ing place and arrived breathless with only five
minutes left before the meeting ended. Just as I
entered, I heard Elder Maxwell say, “I will now
give you an apostolic blessing.” In that instant, I
had a beautiful, unforgettable spiritual experi-
ence. I was overcome by the Spirit, and the words
of the blessing seemed to penetrate every fiber of
my soul as though they were meant just for me.

What I experienced that day was a small yet
powerful manifestation of a comforting aspect of
God’s plan for His children: When circumstances
beyond our control prevent us from fulfilling
the righteous desires of our hearts, the Lord will
compensate in ways that allow us to receive His
promised blessings.

This reassuring truth is grounded in three
key principles found in the restored gospel of
Jesus Christ:

God loves each of us perfectly.“He inviteth
[us] all to come unto him and partake of his
goodness”His plan of redemption ensures that
everyone, without exception, will be granted a
just opportunity to one day receive the blessings
of salvation and exaltation.

Because God is both just and merciful and
His plan is perfect,He will not hold us account-
able for things beyond our control. Elder Neal A.
Maxwell explained that “God ... takes into mer-
ciful account not only our desires and our perfor-
mance, but also the degrees of difficulty which
our varied circumstances impose upon us.”

Through Jesus Christ and His Atonement,
we can find the strength to endure and ultimately
overcome all of life’s challenges.As Alma taught,
the Savior took upon Himself not only the sins of
the repentant but also “the pains and the sick-
nesses of his people” and “their infirmities” Thus,
beyond redeeming us from our mistakes, the
Lord’s mercy and grace sustain us through injus-
tices, deficiencies, and limitations imposed by
our mortal experience.
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évav avawtepo aflwpatikd 6to agpodpouto Ty
wpa akpPwg mov eixe oploBei va Aafet xwpa n
ovvélevon).

‘Hpovv anoyontevpévog. AAG ano@actopé-
VoG va tapevpedm, apnoa Tov agLlwpatiko Kat
¢omevoa 0Tn ouvEAeLOT). AoV Bprka pia Béon
otdBpevong, étpefa ota Hbowa ITedia otov
TOMO oVVAVTNONG Kat £épBaca pe Koppevn TNV
avaoa HOALG TTEVTE AEMTA TIPLV TEAELWOEL ) OLVA-
vtnon. Kabwg eioepyxopovy, dkovoa tov Ipe-
oButepo Mdgovel va Aéer: «@a oag Swow Twpa
pia amootoAikn evhoyiar. Exeivn tn otryun, eixa
pia Opopen, agéxaotn mvevuatikn eumelpia. Me
TAnppvptoe to Ivedpa kat Ta Adyla TG evAoyiag
gavotav va dtamepvovv kabe iva Tng Yyoxng pov,
oav va mpoopilovtav akptPws yla epéva.

Avt mov Biwoa ekeivn TV nUépa HTAV pia
pikpn aAAd Loxvpn) ekONAWOT pLg TTapnYopNTL-
KNG TTUYHG TOL 0Xediov Tov Oeov yia Ta TéKva
Tov: Otav meplotdoelg mépa and Tov ENeyx0 Hog
(dG eumodifouv va eKTANPWOOVLE TIG EVApE-

Teg emBopieg TG kapdiag pag, o Koprog Ba pag
avTapeiyet e TpOToVG oL Ba pag emTpéYyouv
va AdPovpe Tig vteoxnuéveg evhoyieg Tov.

Avtn n emPePaiwtikn alnBeia faoiletat oe
Tpelg Paoikég apxég Tov anokateotnuévov Evay-
yeAiov tov Inoov Xplotov:

O Beodg ayama Tov kabévav pag téleta.«Kat
[pag] mpookalei 6Aovg va €éABov[pe] Tpog avTov
Kat va yevBoo[ue] tnv kaloovvn tovr. To ox£610
Tov nepi anoAbTpwong Staopaifet 6Tt oe OAoVG,
ave§ap€twg, Ba dobei pia Sikaun evkatpia va
Aafovpe pia nuépa T evhoyieg TNG owTnpiag Kat
NG LVIEPVLYWOTG.

Eneidn} o @edg eivau 1000 dikalog 600 kat
gvomAaxVIkog Kat To oxédid Tov eivat Télelo,
dev Ba pag Bewprioet vTOAoyoLG Yla TpdyHaTA
népav Tov eAéyxov pag. O IlpeoPutepog Nnh A.
Md&ovel e&rynoe 6Tt «o @edg... hapPavet v’
OYLv Ox1L HOVO TIG eMOViEG pag kal TNV anddoon
pag, aAla kat Tovg fabpovg dvokoliag mov pag
eTPAANOVY OL TTOLKIAEG TIEPLOTAOELG HAGY.

Méow tov Inood Xpiotov kat ng E&he-
wong Tov, umopovpe va Ppodpe tn Svvaun va
avTEEOV|LE, Kal, TEAKWG, VA VTIEPVIKNOOVE ONEG
11§ SuokoAieg TG (wnc.Onwg didage o Alua, o
ZwThpag mpe endvw Tov oL HOVO TIG apapTieg
00wV HETAVOODV AANA €TONG «TOVG TOVOLG KAl
TIG aoBéveleg Tov Aaov Tov» Kal «TIG aduvapieg
tover. Etot, mépa amd Atpwon anod ta Aabn pag,
1 evomhayvia kat n xapn tov Kvpiov pag otnpi-
Covv péoa and TG adikies, TIG avemdpKeLEG Kat
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Receiving these compensating blessings
comes with certain conditions. The Lord asks us
to do “all we can’and to “offer [our] whole souls
as an offering unto him.”This requires a deep de-
sire, a sincere and faithful heart, and our utmost
diligence in keeping His commandments and
aligning our will with His.

When our earnest efforts fall short of our
aspirations due to circumstances beyond our
control, the Lord still accepts the desires of our
hearts as a worthy offering. President Dallin H.
Oaks taught, “We will be blessed for the righ-
teous desires of our hearts even though some
outside circumstance has made it impossible for
us to carry those desires into action.”

As the Prophet Joseph Smith worried about
his brother Alvin, who had died without receiv-
ing essential gospel ordinances, he received this
comforting revelation: “All that shall die hence-
forth without a knowledge of [the gospel], who
would have received it with all their hearts, shall
be heirs of [the celestial kingdom of God]” The
Lord then added, “For I, the Lord, will judge all
men according to their works, according to the
desire of their hearts”

What matters to the Lord is not merely
whether we areablebut whether we arewillingto
do all we can to follow Him as our Savior.

A friend once comforted a young mission-
ary grieving over his early release due to health
reasons, despite his sincere prayers and earnest
desire to serve. This friend shared a scripture in
which the Lord declared that when His children
“go with all their might” and “cease not their dil-
igence” to fulfill His commandments, “and their
enemies [which may include adverse circum-
stances in our lives] hinder them from perform-
ing that work, behold, it behooveth me to require
that work no more at the hands of those [people],
but toaccept of their offerings”

My friend testified to this young man that
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TOVG TEPLOPLOHOVG TIOV pag emiBardet n Ovnt
eumelpia pag.

H A\yn avtov tov avtiotaBuiotikwv evho-
ylwv ocvvodevetat and oplopéves mpovmobéoelg.
O Kvpiog poag (nret va kdvovpe «Oha 6oa po-
POVUEKAL VO «TIPOCPEPOVLLE OAN [pag] TNy Yoxn
oav IPoaPopa TIPog Avtdvy. Avtd amoutei fabid
emBopia, etAikptvr Kat Mot Kapdid Kat Ty
VTTEPTATN EMUEAELL LAG OTNV THPNOT TWV EVTO-
Awv Tov kat oty evBvypdppion Tov BeAuatog
pag pe to dkd Tov.

Otav ot ethikpiveig mpoomabelég pag vmoei-
TOVTaL TWV TPOOSOKLDV pag efautiag meploTd-
ogwv Tépa amod Tov EAeyXO pag, o Koplog akopn
amodéxetat Tig embupieg TG kapdiag pag wg agia
npoogopa. O IIpdedpog NtdAAv X. Oovkg dida-
Ee: «@a evhoynBovpe yia Tig evapeteg embupieg
NG KapSLag pag, akopn Kat av kamota e§wTepikn
TEPLOTAOT) €XEL KATAOTHOEL ASVVATOV VA TIpAyHa-
TOTIOLOOVHE AVTEG TIG eMOVLiEGY.

Eneidn o Ilpogritng T(olep X avnov-
xovoe yia Tov adeA@od Tov AAPLy, o omoiog eixe
neBdvel xwpig va AdPet Tig amapaitnteg dtatdéelg
Tov Evayyeliov, éAafe avtryv v mapnyopntikn
anokdAvyn: «ONot 6oot Ba teBdvouv e@egng
Xxwpig yvwon [tov Evayyehiov], ot omoiot Ba to
amodéxovtav pe OAn Tovg TV kapdid, Ba eival
KAnpovopol [Tov emovpdviov BactAeiov Tov
®eov]». O Koplog éneita npooébeoe: «llati eyw,
o Kvprog, Ba kpivw dAovg tovg avBpwmnovg ovp-
QWVa e Ta €pya TOVG, CVUPWVA pe TNV embupia
™G KapdLdg Tovg».

AvTo Tov éxel onpacia yia Tov Kopro dev
elval amAwg avumopovpe, aAAd av eipaotenpo-
Bupotva kdvovpue Oha 6oa prmopodue yia va Tov
akoAovBroovpe wg ZwTrHpa Hag.

‘Evag @ilog mapnyopoloe kamote évav veapod
LEPATIOOTONO TTOV TTAV AVTINHEVOG, Yiati eixe
amaAlayei Tpowpa anod Ta KabnKovTd Tov yia
AOYOULG vyeiag, Tapd TG ENKPLVEIG TPOTEVYXES
TOV Kal TNV YVviola embupio Tov va vInpeTnosL
AvTdG 0 @INOG avEPePE Lia ypapr OTNV oToia o
Koprog SnAwve ott 6tav ta tékva Tov «mnyai-
VOUV e OAN TOVG TNV LOXD» Kal «Xwpig Vo TTavEL 1)
ETIHENELA TOVG» YLt VAL EKTIANPDOOVY TIG EVTONEG
Tov «kat ot exBpoi Tovg [ov mepdapPdavovy
Kat i avrtioeg meplotaocelg otn {wn pag] tovg
gumodicovy va TeAécovy autd TO £pyo, 180D,
elval TPETOV KATA TNV KPIoT OV VoL 1NV amaLTh-
0w aVTO TO €pY0 TTAEOV ATO TA XEPLA EKEIVWYV TWV
avOpwmwv, aAAAd vadexTw TIG TPOCPOPEG TOVGY.

O ¢ilog pov katéBeoe papTupia oe ALTOV
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God knew he had given his very best in answer-
ing the call to serve. He assured him that the
Lord had accepted his offering and that the bless-
ings promised to all faithful missionaries would
not be withheld.

The Lord’s compensating blessings often
come through the kindness and service of others
who help us accomplish what we cannot do on
our own. I remember a time when, living far
from one of our daughters in France, we felt
helpless to assist her after a difficult delivery.
That same week our ward in Utah sought help
for a mother who had just given birth to twins.
My wife, Valérie, volunteered to bring a meal for
her, with a prayer in her heart for both this new
mother and our daughter in need. Soon after, we
learned that the sisters in our daughter’s ward in
France had organized to provide meals for her
family. To us, God had answered our prayers,
sending His angels to bring comfort when we
couldn’t.

When facing limitations and challenges,
may we recognize ourownblessings—our gifts,
resources, and time—and use them to serve
those in need. In doing so, we will not only bless
others but invite healing and compensation into
our own lives.

One of the most powerful ways we may
contribute to God’s compensating blessings is
through the vicarious work we do for our ances-
tors in the house of the Lord. As we perform or-
dinances on their behalf, we actively participate
in the Lord’s great work of salvation, using our
gifts and abilities to provide blessings to those
who did not have the opportunity to receive
them during their mortal lives.

The loving service we offer in holy temples
reminds us that the Savior’s grace extends beyond
this life. In the life to come, we may be given
new opportunities to accomplish what we could
not do in this mortal life. Speaking to sisters
who had not yet found an eternal companion,
President Lorenzo Snow lovingly said: “There is
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Tov véo avdpa 0Tt 0 Oedg NEepe OTL eixe dwoet
TOV KAAUTEPO TOL £aVTO, 0TV KAONKe va vmn-
petrioet. Tov dafePaiwoe 611 0 Koprog eixe amo-
dexBel TV mMPooPopd TOV KAl OTL OL VITEGKTHEVES
gvhoyieg yla OAOVG TOVG TILOTOVG LEPATTOOTONOVG
dev Ba mapakpatodvTav and avtov.

Ot avtiotaBotikég evloyieg Tov Kupiov
ovXVA épYovTal HECW TNG KAAOOUVNG Kal TNG
VTNPETNONG AAAWY, oL ooiot pag Ponbovv va
KATAPEPOVIE AVTO TTOL OEV HTOPOVLE VoL KA~
VOULE HOVOL Hag. Bupapal pia Qopa Tov, emeldn
{oboape pakptd amd pa and TIG KOPES (Hag TN
TaA\ia, viwBape aviumopot va tn Bonbnoov-

e peTd amo évav dvokoho TokeTd. Ekeivn tnv
ita efdopdda o Toptag pag otn fiovta éyayve
BonBeta yia pia pntépa mov HOALG eixe yevvrioel
Sidvpa. H ov{uyog pov, Bakepi, tpoBupomorrOn-
KE Va TNG TAeL €va yebpa, e pio Tpooevyn oTnv
KapOLd TNG TOOO yla AVTHV TN VEa UNTépa 600
KaL ylo TNV KOpn pag mov frav otnyv idia ¢on.
Atyo apyotepa, pabape 0TL ot aded@ég oTOV TO-
péa g kopng pag otn faAlia eiyav opyavwoet
Va TTAPAOXOLV YELUATA YIa THV OLKOYEVELA TNG.
Ta epag, o Oeog ixe amavTioeL OTIG TPOOEVXEG
pag, otéAvovtag Tovg ayyélovg Tov va gépovv
TP YOPLd, OTAV gpleiG v Pmopovoaye.

Otav avtipetwmiCovpe meploptopods Kot
SvokoAieg, €ife va avayvwpilovpeTig Sikéguag
gvloyieg —Ta Yapiopata, ToLG TOPOLG KAl TOV
XPOVO HOG— KAL VA TOL XPT|OLUOTIOLOVIE Ylot vl
VINPETOVHE OOOVG £XOVV avaykr. Kavovtdg to
avTo, OxL Lovov Ba evhoyroovpe aAAovg, aAld
Ba mpooehkboovpe iaon kat avTiotddion oTig
Sikég pag (wég.

‘Evag ano tovg mo duvatovg tpomovg mov
UTTOPOVE VA CLVELOPEPOVLE OTIG AVTIOTAOLOTL-
K€G evAOYieg TOL OeoD eivan péow Tov épyov €
VTTOKATAOTACEWG TTOV KAVOLLE YLol TOLG TTPOYO-
Voug pag oTov oiko Tov Kvpiov. KaBwg tehodue
Slatd&elg yia ekeivoug, CUUUETEXOVLE EVEPYWG
oto péya épyo tov Kvpiov mepi owtnpiag, xpnot-
HOTIOLWVTAG TA XAPIoPATA KAl TIG IKAVOTNTEG pag
yla va Tapaoxovple eVA0Yieg oe 6oovg v eixav
v evkatpia va Tig Aafovv katd tn Stdpketa Tng
Bvntrg (wng Toug.

H otopywkr| vinpétnon mov Tpoo@Epove
0TOVG ayiovg vaovg Lag vitevOupilet ot n xépn
TOL XWTNPOG ekTeiveTal Mépa amo avtiv t (.
v enopevn Cwr), uropei va pag §08ovv véeg
EVKALPIEG VAL EMTVXOVE AVTO IOV deV Pmopéoa-
{e va kavoupe og avtiv t Ovntn {wn. Milw-
VTaG TTPOG TG adeA@ég oL dev eixav Ppet akopn
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no Latter-day Saint who dies after having lived
a faithful life who will lose anything because of
having failed to do certain things when oppor-
tunities were not furnished him or her. ... They
will have all the blessings, exaltation and glory
that any man or woman will have who had this
opportunity.”

This message of hope and comfort is for all
of us, children of God. None of us can escape the
challenges and limitations of mortality. After all,
we are all born with an inherent incapacity to
save ourselves. Yet we have a loving Savior, and
“we know that it is by [His] grace that we are
saved, after all we can do”

I testify that while many circumstances in life
may be beyond our control, none of us is beyond
the reach of the Lord’s infinite blessings. Through
His atoning sacrifice, the Savior will compensate
for every inability and injustice if we offer our
whole souls to Him. In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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aALwVLo GVVTPOPO, 0 ITpoedpog Aopévtlo Zvoov
eime otopywkd: «Aev vdpyet Aytog twv Telev-
Taiwv Hpepwv mov nébave agot £0noe pa mot
{wr), 0 omoiog Ba xdoet katy, emeldn) dev katdgepe
VA KAVEL OPLOPEVA TIPAYUATA EQOTOV SEV TOV
TPOOPEPONKAV OL EVKALPIEG. .. Oa éxel ONEG TIG
gvloyieg, T vrepLYwon kat TN do&a ov Ha
el kdBe avOpag 1 yvvaika mov eixe avTr TNV
gvkatpian.

AvT6 To prvupa eAmidag kat TapnyopLds
elvat yta 0Aovg epdg, Ta Tékva Tov @eov. Kaveig
pag dev pmopei va Eepuyet anod TG SuokoAieg
Kal TOUG TepLoptopovs tng Bvnrotntag. EEAA-
Aov, OAOL YEVVIOLAOTE AVIUTIOPOL VA GWTOVLE
TOV £aVTO pag. 2oTO00, EXOVUE £VAV GTOPYIKO
Zotrhpa kat «yvwpilovpe 0Tt pe T xapn [Tov]
ow{opaote, botepa and OAa doa Hmopovue va
KAVOLUEY.

Katabétw paptupia 0Tt v TOANEG TepL-
otdoelg ot {wr) punopei va eivat mépa and tov
ENEYXO Hag, Kaveig amo epag Oev eival mépa and
T1§ dmelpeg evhoyieg Tov Kupiov. Méow ¢ €€1-
AewTtikng Bvaiag Tov, o Zwtrpag Ba mpoopépet
avtiotdBuiopa yia kdbe meploptopo kat adikia,
av IPoo@Eépovpie OAN TV Yuxn pag oe Exeivov.
210 Ovopa Tov Inoov Xplotov, aunyv.
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