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The invitation to repent is an expression of God's
love. Saying yes to that invitation is an expression
of ours.

Several years ago on a trip to Florida, I sat
outside reading a book. Its title suggested that
we can still make it to heaven, even though we're
not perfect now. A woman walking by asked, “Do
you think it’s possible?”

I looked up, confused, and then realized she
was talking about the book I was reading. I said
something ridiculous like, “Well, I'm not that far
into it, but I'll let you know how it ends.”

Oh, how I wish I could travel back in time!
Id tell her, “Yes, it’s possible! Because heaven isn't
for people who've been perfect; it’s for people
who've been forgiven, who choose Christ again
and again.”

Today I want to speak to those of us who
sometimes feel, “Repentance and forgiveness
seem to be working for everyone but me.” Those
who privately wonder, “Since I keep making
the same mistakes, maybe this is the way I am.”
Those who, like me, have days when the covenant
path feels so steep, it’s almost a covenant hike!

A wonderful missionary in Australia, Elder
QaQafrom Fiji, shared a similar feeling in his
departing testimony: “I know that God loves me,
but sometimes I wonder, ‘Does God know that
I love Him?” Because I'm not perfect, and I still
make mistakes.”
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H npookAnon yia petévoia eivau picc EKppaon TG
aydnns Tov Ocov. To va ToUKE vau o€ QUTHY THY
TIPOOKANON Eival pic EKPPAON HOG.

I[Ipwv amo pepikd xpovia oe éva Tagidt oty
DAOpvTa, kaBopovy 6w kat Stafala éva PipAio.
O titAog Tov VTOdHAWVE OTL UTOPOVE AKON VL
QTACOVHE GTOVG OVPAVOVG, HOAOVOTL deV eipaoTe
TéleloL Twpa. Mia yuvaika Tov mepvovoe pwtn-
oe: «NopiCete 0Tt givat Suvatovs»

Koita&a ynAd, umepdepévn, kat petd ov-
vednromoinoa Ott phovoe yia to PipAio mov
SaBala. Eima katt yehoio, 0mwg: «Aotmdv, Sev
gxw mpoxwproel TOAL oo PiPAio, alAd Ba oag
EVIUEPWOW TIWG TEAELWVEL.

Q, mooo Ba nBela va propovoa va tafidé-
Yw miow otov xpovo! Oa tng éAeya: «Nay, eival
dvvatov! Eneidn ot ovpavoi dev eivan yia avBpw-
TIoVG oL €XoLV VTdpEet Téleto. Eivat yia avBpa-
TIOLG TTOV €XOLV oVYXwpnOel, Tov emAéyovy ToV
Xptoto Eavd kot Eavan.

Znpepa BéAw va AR oW o€ ekeivovg amd
gULAG TTOL Heplikég Qopég vimBovpe oTL: «H peta-
VoLa KAl | GLYXWpnon @aivetal va £Xovy amo-
TeEAEéoHATA Yl OAOVG EKTOG Mo epévar. Ekeivol
mov Kat 18iav avapwtiodvtat: «Agod ovveyilw
va kavw ta idta Aadn, iowg £tot eipa. Oool,
OTIWG £YW, £XOLV NUEPEG KATA TIG OTIOLEG TO HOVO-
TaTL TG SLtabnKng gaivetat TOGO AMOTOHO, TTOL
eivat oxedov meComopia Stabnkng!

‘Evag vépoxog tepandotolog oty Avotpa-
A, o TIpeaPitepog Tkdvykaand ta it avépe-
pe éva mapopoto ovvaiodnpa otn paptupia Tov
KATA TNV avaxwpnor| Tov: «E€pw 0Tl 0 Oedg pe
ayamd, aAld HepLkés QOPEG avapwTIEpaL: “Eépel
0 O¢6¢ o1t Tov ayanw;” Enetdn dev eipat téletog
kat eEakohovBw va kdvw AaBnp.
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In that one tender, haunting question, Elder
QaQa summed up exactly what I've often wor-
ried about. Maybe you’re wondering too, think-
ing, “I'm trying so hard, but does God know I'm
really trying? When I keep falling short, does
God know I still love Him?”

It saddens me to admit this, but I used to
measure my relationship with the Savior by how
perfectly I was living. I thought an obedient life
meant I would never need to repent. And when
I made mistakes, which was every single day, I
distanced myself from God, thinking, “He must
be so disappointed in me”

That’s just not true.

I've learned that if you wait until you're clean
enough or perfect enough to go to the Savior,
you've missed the whole point!

What if we thought about commandments
and obedience in a different way?

I testify that while God cares about our mis-
takes, He cares more about what happensafterwe
make a mistake. Are we going to turn to Him
again and again? Are we going to stay in this
covenant relationship?

Maybe you hear the Lord’s words “If [you]
love me, keep my commandments”and feel
deflated because you haven't kept all the com-
mandments. Let me remind you that it is also a
commandment to repent! In fact, it might be the
most repeated commandment in the scriptures.

In Almass soliloquy, “O that I were an angel,
and could have the wish of [my] heart ... and
cry repentance, he wasn't trying to shame us
by pointing out our mistakes. He wanted to cry
repentance so that you and I could avoid suffer-
ing in the world.One reason Alma hated sin is
because it causes us pain.

Sometimes I have to remember, like a Post-it
note on my forehead, that the commandments
are the path away from pain. And repentance is
too.Our prophet said, “The Savior loves us always
butespeciallywhen we repent.”

So when the Lord says, “Repent ye, repent
ye,'what if you imagined Him saying, “I love
you. I love you.”Picture Him pleading with you
to leave behind the behavior causing you pain,
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2e eKelvn TNV TPLPEPT], PACAVIOTIKT EPW-
o, o IlpeaPitepog Ikavyka cuvoyioe akpl-
Bwg avTo To omoio pe avnovyovoe ovxvd. Towg
avapwTIEaTe eMiong, okentopevol: «IIpoomabw
1000 OKANPA, alA& E€pet 0 Oedg OTL Tpoomadw
npaypatikd; Otav ovvexilw va amotvyxdvow,
Eépet 0 Oeog ot e€akolovBw va Tov ayarmw;»

Me Avmei mov o mapadéxopat, alAd ov-
vii0ila va HeTpw TN oX€OT [OL HE TOV ZwThpa
avaloya pe o mooo téleta (ovoa. Nowla ot
pia vrakovn {wn onpawve 0Tt dev Ba xpetalotav
ToTé va petavonow. Kat otav ékava Addn, ta
omoia fTav kabe NpéEpa, ATOLAKPLVOUOVY ATIO
Tov O¢0, okentopevn: «IIpémel va Tov éxw TO00
amoyonTeLOEL.

Avto amhwg dev eivat aknBeta.

Exw pdbet 6T av meptuévelg uéxpt va gioat
apkeTd kabBapog 1 apKeTa TEAELOG Yo va TiaG
0TOV ZWTrpa, £XEIG XAoeL OAO TO Vonua!

Ti Ba ytvotay, av OKeMTOHACTAV TIG EVTOAEG
KAl TNV VTTAKOT] [e SLapOpETIKO TPOTIO;

Katabétw paptupia 0Tt ev 0 Oedg evSiagé-
petat yla ta AdOn pag, evolapépetal mepLocOTEPO
yta to Tt ovpPaivelapovkavovpe £va AdBog. Oa
otpe@opaote o Exeivov Eavd kat §avd; Oa ma-
papeivovpe og avTnV TN oxéon dabnkng;

Towg axovte Ta Aoyia Tov Kupiov: «Av pe
ayamndre, QUAGETE TIG EVTONEG povrkat atoBd-
veoTe anobappupévol, emeldn dev éxete Tnpnoel
O\eg TIG evToAé. Emutpéyte pov va oag vmevOu-
piow OTL eivat emiong pia eVTOAr va petavoovpe!
2y mpaypatikoTnTa, Oa pmopovoe va eival n
Lo eMAVOAAUPAVOUEVT EVTOAT| OTIG YPOPES.

Ztov povoroyo tov Ahpa, «Ay, va fpovv
dyyeAog Kkat va popobdoa va éxw Tnyv embvpia
™G kapdidg [pov]... Kat va avagwviow pe-
Tavotardev mpoomabovoe va pag vipomidoet
emonpaivovtag Ta Aaon pog. HOeke va gwvdget
LETAVOLA, WOTE ECEIG KAL EYW VA LITOPECOVE VL
amo@vyovpe Ta detva Tov koopov. Evag Adyog
Tov 0 AAHa [iioovoe TNV apaptia eivat emetdn
pag mpokalei Tovo.

Mepikég @opég mpémet va Bupdpal, 6mwg
€Va ONUEIWO OTO HETWTIO LOV, OTL OL EVTOAEG
elvat To HOVOTATL pakptd and Tov movo. Kain
petavota givat emiong. O TPoPrTNG Hag eime:

«O Zwtnpag pdg ayand mavta, aAlladiwgotav
UETAVOOVLEY.

Etot, étav o Koprog Méel: «MetavonoTe,
petavonote, Tt Ba yvotav, av Tov pavta-
{ooaotav va Aéel: «Zag ayanw. Xag ayanw»;
Davtacbeite Tov va oag mapakalel va aproete
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inviting you to step out of darkness and turn to
His light.

In my daughter Carly’s ward, a new priest
knelt to bless the sacrament, and instead of
saying, “That they may do it in remembrance of
the blood of thy Son,’he inadvertently said, “That
they may do it in remembrance of theloveof thy
Son.” Tears filled Carly’s eyes as the truth of those
words sank in.

Our Savior was willing to suffer the pain of
His Atonement because He loves you. In fact, you
are “the joy that was set before him” while He
suffered.

The invitation to repent is an expression of
Godss love.

Saying yes to that invitation is an expression
of ours.

Picture your favorite image of Christ. Now
imagine Him smiling brightly with joy each
time you use His gift, because He is the “perfect
brightness of hope.”

Yes, your repentance doesn’'tburdenJesus
Christ; itbrightensHis joy!

Let’s teach that!

Because repentance is our best news!

We don't stay on the covenant path by never
making a mistake. We stay on the path by repent-
ing every day.

And when we’re repenting, God forgives
without shaming us, comparing us to anyone
else, or scolding us because this is the same thing
we were repenting of last week.

He’s excited every time He sees us on our
knees.He delights to forgive us because to Him
we are delightful!

Don’t you just feel that’s true?

Then why is it so hard for us to believe?!

Satan, the great accuserand deceiver, uses
shame to keep us from God. Shame is a dark-
nesssoheavy it feels that if you took it out of your
body, it would have an actual weight or heft to it.

Shame is the voice that beats you up, saying,
“What were you thinking?” “Do you ever get
anything right?”

Shame doesn’t tell us wemadea mistake; it
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TOW TN CLUTEPLPOPE TTOL CAG TIPOKAAEL TTOVO,
KaAwvTag oag va Pyeite amod 1o okoTddt kat va
oTpageite 0To Qwg Tov.

Ztov Topéa NG KOpng pov, KapAv, évag véog
LEPEAG YOVATLOE Yl VoL EDAOYTOEL TH) HETAANYN
Kat avti va met: «QQoTe va To KAVouv o€ avAapvn-
0T TOV aipatog Tov Yiov Zovy, ine katd Adbog:
«QoTE VA TO KAVOLV O€ AVAVNOT) TNGAYATTNGTOV
Y00 Xov». Adkpva yépoav ta pdtia g Kapiv
kabwg ovvednromoinoe tnv ainbeia avtwv TWV
AéEewv.

O Zwtrpag pag nrav mpoduvpog va vto@épet
tov tovo ¢ E§Néwong Tov, emeldr| oag ayand.
TNV TPAYUATIKOTNTA, EI0TE 1) «Xapd TTOL fTAV
UTIPOOTA TOVY, eVw Exeivog vmépepe.

H npookAnon yla petdvola givar pio ékppa-
on NG aydmnng tov Oeov.

To va modpe vat og auTry TNV TPOoKANoN
elvat pia Ekppaor| pag.

Davtacbeite TNV ayamnuévn oag anelkoOvVIon
Tov Xplotov. Twpa gavracbeite Tov va xapoye-
A& TAaTId pe Xapd kdbe popd mov Xpnotomnotei-
te To dwpo Tov, emeldn} Exeivog eivau n «amdAvtn
Aapmpotnta eAmidacy.

MaMiota, n petavold oag devPapaivettov
Inoov Xpioto. Aapnpiverrn xapd Tov!

Ag 1o 8i8dgovpe avtod!

Emneidn n petdvota eivat Ta kaAvtepa véa
pog!

Agv pévovpe 0to povomatt Tng Stabnkng pe
To va pnv kdvovpe moté Adbog. Ilapapévoope
OTO HOVOTIATL, OTAV HETAVOOVE KAOE pépa.

Kot 0tav petavoovpe, o O@edg ovyxwpei xw-
PIG Vo Hag VTpoTLadel, xwpig va Hag ovykpivel pe
Kavévav AANov 1 va pag emmARTTEL, emeldn eival
T0 (010 TTPAYHA VLol TO OTIOI0 HETAVOOVTALE TNV
nepacpévn epdopdada.

EvBovoialetal kdBe gopd mov pag PAémet
yovatiotovg. Xaipetal va pag ovyxwpel, emetdn
eipaote aflayanntot yu' Avtov!

Agv awoBaveade otL eivan aAnBeta;

Tote yloti eival 1000 SVOKOAO Va TOTEYOV-
HE;

O Zatavdg, o Heyalog KaTHyopoGKaL amaTe-
WVAG, XPNOILOTIOLEL TNV VTIPOTIH YlaL VAL paG Kpa-
TR oeL pakpla and tov Oeo. H viponn eivat €va
0KkoTAdttd00Papv, ov Viwbelg ot av To £Pyales
and To owpa oov, Ha eixe mpaypatiko Papog.

H vtpomm eivat n gwvn mov oe xTuna,
Aéyovtag: «Tt okepTOTOVV;». «Kdvelg TOTE KATL
OWOoTO;»

H vtpomm dev pag Aéet dtikavaperabog. Mag
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tells us weareour mistakes. You may even hear,
“Hide” The adversary does everything in his
power to keep the heaviness inside, telling us the
cost is too high, that it will be easier if this stays
in darkness, removing all hope.

Satan is the thief of hope.

And you need to hear this, so I'll say these
words out loud: You are not the voice in your
head or the mistakes you have made. You may
need to say that out loud too. Tell Satan, “Not
today.” Put him behind you.

Feel that pull, the godly sorrow that turns
youtowardyour Savior, and watch His grace enter
into your life and the lives of those you love. I
promise that the minute we bring a broken heart
courageously toward Him, He is immediately
there.

If you saw someone drowning, wouldn’t you
reach your hand out and rescue them? Can you
imagine your Savior rejecting your outstretched
hand? I imagine Him diving into the water,
descending below all thingsto lift us up so we can
take a fresh breath! No one can sink lower than
the light of Christ shines.

The Savior is forever brighter than the
darkness of shame. He would never attack your
worth. So watch closely.

Imagine that this hand represents worth.

This hand represents obedience. Maybe you
woke up this morning, said a meaningful prayer,
and searched the scriptures to hear God’s voice.
You’ve made good decisions and are treating the
people around you with Christlikeness. You're
listening to general conference! Your obedience
is here!

Or maybe things haven’t gone so well. You've
struggled lately to do those small, simple things
to connect to heaven. You've made some deci-
sions you aren’t proud of.

Where is your worth? Has this hand moved
at all?

Your worth isn't tied to obedience. Your
worth is constant; it never changes. It was given
to you by God, and there’s nothing you or anyone
else can do to change it. Obedience brings bless-
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Aéel oTieipaoteta AaOn pag. Mmopet akoun kat
va akovoete: «Kpoyour. O gvavtiog kavel O,Tt
UTTOpEL Ylat VoL KpaTroeL To BApog péoa, AEYoVTAG
Hag OTL To Tipnpa givat ToAv LYNAO, Ot Ba eivat
EVKOAOTEPO, AV AVTO TTAPANEIVEL GTO OKOTOG,
agatpwvtag kabe eAmida.

O Zatavdg eivat 0 kKAEQTNG NG eAmidog.

Kot mpémet va to akovoeTe avto, onote Oa
7w avtd Ta Adyla duvatd: Aev eiote n wvn 6TO
KePAAL oag 1} Tae AaBn mov éxete kavel. Towg xpet-
aoTel va To meite kat avtd Svvatd. [leite otov
Zatava: <Oxt onpepar. Awgte Tov.

Nuwaote avtn v A&, T A0t katd Oeov
TIOV 00§ OTPEPELTIPOGTOV ZWTHPA 0AG KAl TIapa-
kohovBnote T xapn Tov va etoépyetan otn {wn
oag kat 0Tn (i avtv Tov ayarndte. Ynooxopat
OTL TN OTLYN IOV QEPVOVUE Hia KapOLd oLV TE-
Tpppévn pe Odppog mpog Exkeivov, Exeivog eivat
APEOWG EKEL.

Av BAémate kamotov va mviyetal, dev Oa
ATADVATE TO XEPL 0AG Yl VAL TOV 0woeTe; Mmo-
peite va gavtaceite Tov Zwtrpa oag va amop-
pintel To amhwyévo xépt oag; Tov pavtdlopat
va PovTd 0TO vEPO, Va Ta LTTEGTH OAayLa Vo [ag
eUYWOEL, WOTE VAL LTTOPECOVLE VAL TIAPOVE [LLat
véa avdaoa! Kaveig dev pumopet va Bubiotel mo
XAUNAd amd 10 Qs Tov XpLoToD TOL AApTEL

O Zwtrpag eivat yla Tévta Aapmpotepog
amo 1o okoTAdL TNG VIpOTG. Agv Ba oag ékave
T0T¢ va ViwoeTe avatot. Omote mapakolovdr-
OTE TIPOOEKTIKA.

Davrtacheite 6TL aVTO TO XEPL AVTIPOOW-
nevel v adia.

AVTO TO X£PL AVTITPOOWTIEVEL TNV VTIAKOT.

Towg Eumvrioate onpepa to mpwi, eimate pia

TIPOCEVYT] LLE VOO KOLL EPEVVIOATE TIG YPAPEG
yla va akovoeTe TN @V Tov Oeov. Exete mdpet
KAAEG AMOQAOELG KL CUUTEPLPEPETTE GTOVG
avBpwmovg yvpw oag onwg Ba éxave o Xplotog.
Axovte TN yevikr ovvélevon! H vrakor| oag
elvat edw!

'H iowg ta mpdypata dev €xovv maet T060
kaAd. Exete duokolevTel mpoo@atwg va KaveTe
AUTA Ta UKPA, amAd paypata yia va ovvdebeite
pe Tovg ovpavovg. Exete mapel kdmoleg amo@d-
O€1G yla TIG oToieg dev eioTe mMepripavoL.

ITob eivat n aia oag; Exet kivnOei kabohov
auTo TO Xépy;

H afia oag dev ovvdéetar pe tnv vrakor. H
a&ia oag eivat otabepry. Aev aAlalel moté. Tag
d00nke and Tov Oeod kat dev vAp)eL TimoTa
TIOV €0EIG 1] KATTOLOG AAAOG VA KAVEL Yl VaL TO
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ings; that is true. But worth isn’t one of them.
Your worth is always “great in the sight of God,’-
no matter where your decisions have taken you.

While I make mistakes, I want tostayin cov-
enant relationship with Christ, and I'll tell you
why.

I grew up taking diving lessons and learned
that when judges score a dive, they watch the
execution. Was the entry perfectly vertical, with
toes pointed and a small splash? Then they do
something extraordinary. They factor in the
degree of difficulty.

Everyoneis diving with their own degree of
difficulty. And your Savior is the only one who
truly knows the difficulty you are diving with.I
want a relationship with the one person who
gets me, who knows my heart and how hard I'm
trying!

He knows the mists of darkness are descend-
ing on all of us travelers and that our journey
passes by the river of filth—so even when we’re
holding to the iron rod, we’re going to get
splashed.

Coming unto Christ is saying, “Will you help
me?” with hope, a revealed assurance that His
arms are extended to you always. I believe this
fresh view of repentance means that even though
we don’t have perfect obedienceyet, we try affec-
tionate obediencenow, choosing to stay, again
and again, because we love Him.

Remember King Benjamin’s people, who had
no more disposition to do evil but only to do
good continually?Do you think they packed up
their tents, went home, and never made another
mistake? Of course not! The difference is they
no longerwantedto sin. They had affectionate
obedience! Their hearts were turned and tuned to
Godwhilethey struggled!

Once, at the beach, I saw a bird flying into
the wind, flapping its wings so hard, almost
frenetically, but staying in the same place. Then
I noticed another bird, higher up. It had caught
an updraft and was floating easily, unburdened
in the wind. That’s the difference between trying
to do this by ourselves and turning to our Savior,
letting Him lift us, with “healing in his wings.”
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aANd&el. H vrtakon @épvet evAoyieg. Avto eival
aAnBeta. AMG N adia dev eivat éva and avtd. H
adia oag eivat Tavta «peydAn ota pdtia tov O¢-
ovravefapTnta anod to mob oag éxovv odnynoet
Ol ATTOPATELG 0AG,.

Evw kdvw Aabn, Bédw vamapapeivwoe oxéon
S1aBnkng pe tov Xplotd kat Ba oag mw yarti.

MeydAwoa k&vovtag pabnpata katadvong
Kat épaba 0Tt 0Tay ot kpitég fabporoyodv pia
katadvon, mapakolovBovv Ty extéAeon. Hrav
1 eloodog amolvta kabetn, pe Ta SaxTvAa TwWV
oSV HUTEPE Kat £vay pkpo maplaopod; Katod-
TV KAVOLV KAtL e§atpetikd. Zvuvunoloyilovv tov
Babuo dvokoAiag.

OxaBévagkatadvetat pe Tov ikd Tov Pabuo
dvokohiag. Kat o Zwtripag oag eivat o povog mov
yvwpilet mpaypatikd trn SuokoAia pe Ty omnoia
katadveote. OéAw (ua oXEoT pE TO €va ATOpO
nov pe katahaPBaivet, ov Epet TV Kapdid pov
Kal 10600 okAnpda mpoonabw!

Eépet OTL 1) ayADG TOL OKOTOVG IEQPTEL OF
OMovg epdg Toug TadidlwTeg Kat 0Tt To Tadidt pag
TEPVA ATTO TOV TTOTAUO TNG PUTIAPOTNTAG — £TOL
aKOpaA Kal OTav Kpatliopaote and Tn otdepévia
papdo, Ba mrothioToE.

To va épxeote mpog Tov XploTo onpaivet va
Aéte: «@a pe Bondroeig» pe eAmida, pia amoke-
kaAvppévn StaPePaiwon o0t ot Bpaxiovég Tov
ekTelvovTal IPog €0d tavToTe. Iliotedw Ot
auTr 1 véa Bewpnon g petavolag onpaive
OTL HOAOVOTL eV €XOovpE TENELA VTTAKOTAKOWT),
Soktpalovpe oTOpyLK LITAKONTWPA, EMAEYO-
VTOG va apapeivovp, Eavd kat Eava, enedr Tov
QYATTOVE.

Oupaote Tov Aad tov Bacthia Beviapiv
7oL OeV eixe Tl TAOT VA KAVEL TITOTA TOVNPO,
aAAd HOVO Va kdvel To Kalo ovvexws;Nopilete
OTL ETOIHATAY TIG OKNVEG TOVG, TTYAV OTITL KOl
dev éxavav moté aAho Aabog; Aogalwg oxu! H
Sagpopd eivar 6t deviBehavmAéov va apaptd-
vouv. Eixav otopywn vrakon! H kapdid tovg
OTPAPNKE KAl CLVTOVIOTNKE pe ToV Oeo,evweixav
SvokoAigg!

Kamnote, otnv mapalia, eida éva movAi va
TETA OTOV AVENO, VA QTEPOLYIleL T QTEPE TOV
1600 Suvatd, oxedov E€ppeva, aAAd va pével 0To
i6to puépogc. Tote mapatfpnoa éva &AAo TOVAL,
mo ynAd. Eixe mdoet avodiko pedpa kat métaye
gVKOAa, ameAevBepwévo amod Tov dvepo. Avtr
etvat ) Stagopd avapeoa otny mpoonadeta va to
KAVOLUE AUTO HOVOL HAG KAl 0TO VO OTPAPOVHE
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As mission leaders in Australia, during our
last visit with each missionary, we talked about3
Nephi 17, where the people were close to the
Savior and could hear Him praying for them.
We asked, “If you could hear the Savior praying
foryou, what do you think He would say?”

To hear their answers was one of the most
Spirit-filled experiences of my life. Every one of
those missionaries would pause, and tears would
fill their eyes as we reminded them, “Your Savior
knows the degree of difficulty you're experienc-
ing. He's felt it!”

This is what those missionaries quietly and
tenderly shared: One sister said, “Jesus would tell
the Father, ‘She’s doing her very best. I know how
hard she is trying”” An elder said, “With every-
thing that’s happened in his life, 'm so proud of
him”

Let’s try this. Tonight, before you pray, imag-
ine Jesus Christ close by. He is your Advocate
with the Father. Ask yourself, “What would my

Savior say to the Father about me?”

And then become silent.

Listen for that voice that saysgoodthings
about you—the voice of the Savior, your finest
friend, and your Father in Heaven, who is really
there. Remember, Theirlove andyourworth are
always great, no matter what!

I stand here to witness that Jesus Christ gives
light to those who sit in darkness.So, on those
days when you feel that voice telling you to hide,
that youshouldhide in a dark room all by your-
self, I invite you to be brave and believe Christ!
Walk over and turn on the Light—our Perfect
Brightness of Hope.

Bathed in His light, you’ll see people all
around you who have felt alone too, but now,
with the light on,youandtheywill wonder, “Why
were we so afraid in the dark? And why did we
stay there so long?”

“May the Lord of Lights wrap you in His
arms and console and love you continually”May
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oToV ZwThpa Hag, apnvovtdg Tov va pag e§u-
YWOEL HE «iaoT) OTIG PTEPOVYEG TOV».

Qg nyéteg lepamooTolng otnv Avotpalia,
Kata N Stdpketa TG TeAevTaiog pag cuvopiiog
pe kdBe tepamdoTodo, piAnoape yio toNe@i I
X17, 6mov ot dvBpwmot frav KOVt oTOV ZWTHpa
kat Tov dxovyav va mpooevxeTat yla avtols.
Pwtoape: «Av pmopovoate va akoVOETE TOV
ZoTrpa va TpooebXeTal YIeods, Tt VoileTe OTL
Ba éleye;»

Hrav pia anod tig mo yepdreg pe [vedpa
eumelpieg TG (wng Hov, 6Tav akoLoAE TIG ama-
vtroelg Toug. Kabévag amo ekeivovg Toug tepa-
TOOTONOVG oTapatovoe kat Sdkpva yépulay ta
pdtia tov kabwg tov vrtevOupilape: «O Zwthpag
oag yvwpilet tov abuo dvokoliag mov Puoverte.
To éxet viwoet!»

AvT0o gimav novya kat ovvalodnpatika avtoi
ot tepandoTorot: Mia adehgr eime: «O Inoovg Ha
é\eye otov ITatépa: “Kdvel 6,1 kaAbTepo pmopet.
Eépw mooo okAnpd mpoonabei”’». Evag ITpeaPo-
Tepog eine: «Me Oha 6oa éxovv ovupPet ot {wn
TOV, €ilaL TOGO TEPT|PAVOG YU AVTOV».

Ag 10 mpoonabrioovpe. Amoye, TpLy Tpo-
oevxneite, pavtacheite Tov Inoov Xpiotod
kovtd. Eivar o Zuviyopog oag mpog tov Ilatépa.
AvapwtnBeite: «Tit Ba éAeye 0 ZwTrpag pov oTov
[Moatépa yio pévas»

Kat peta owmnmnote.

AxovoTe gkeivn TN Vi) TOL Aéetkad-
TPAYHATA VLo ECAG — TN QWVT] TOV ZWTHPOG, TOV
KaAvTepov @ilov oag kat Tov [Tatépa oag oTovg
Ovpavovg, o omoiog eival mpaypatikd ekel. Ov-
unBeite, n ayannTovgkat n agiaocageivat mévta
peydheg, 0,Tt kat va yivel!

Zrékopat dw yla va wow paptupia 0Tt
o Inoovg Xp1otog Sivel pwg o ekeivovg Tov
Bpiokovtat oto okotadt. Etol, ekeiveg Tig npé-
peg oL alcBdaveoTte aLTNV TN VT va oag Aéet
va kpv@Oeite, 6Ti0a mpémetva kpvPOeite o€ €va
OKOTEWVO SWUATLO OVOL 606, 0ag {NTw va eioTe
yevvaiot kat va motéyete otov Xptoto! Ilepma-
ToTe Kat avayte 1o Pwg — TNy TéAela Aapmpo-
nTa eAidog pag.

Aovaopévol oto pwg Tov, Ba deite avBpw-
ToVG YOpw oag mov éxovv atobavOel povor emi-
onG, AANA TOPA, [E TO PWG AVAUHEVO,EOEIGKALE-
keivolBa avapwtnBeite: «[ati poPopactav 1600
ToAV 010 okoTddt; Kat ylati peivape ekel 1600
TTOAD;»

«Eife o Kvplog tov wtdg va oag TuAiget
otnv aykdhn Tov kat va oag mapnyopet kat va
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we loveHimcontinually and choose Him, again oag ayand ovvexwe». Eife vaTovayamobdue ov-
and again. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen. vexwg kat va Tov emdéyovpe, Eava kat Eava. Xto
ovopa Tov Inoov Xprotov, apnv.
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