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What does worshipping God mean for you and
me?

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,

there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,

“Saying, Where is he that is born King of the
Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are
come toworship him?”

The Magi, as they are sometimes called, were
wise in seeking to find and worship the Messi-
ah. For them, worshipping meant falling down
before Him and offering Him gifts of gold and
precious, fragrant spices.

What does worshipping God mean for you
and me?

When we think of worship, our thoughts
typically turn to the ways we show religious
devotion both privately and in Church services.
As T have considered the matter of worshipping
our Heavenly Father and His Beloved Son, our
Savior, four concepts have come to mind:first,
the actions that constitute our worship;second,
the attitudes and feelings that figure into our
worship;third, the exclusivity of our worship;
andfourth, the need to emulate the Holy Beings
that we worship.

First, the Actions That Constitute Our
Worship

One of the most common and important
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Ti onpaiver yiox €046 KoL EUEVA VO AXTPEVOVUE TOV
Oc¢o;

«KAI 6tav o Inoovg yevvriOnke otn BnOeép
¢ Iovdaiag, katd Tig nuépeg Tov Paocthid Hpw-
on, va oov, fipBav ota Iepocodvpa pepikol payot
amo avatohdg, Aéyovtag:

»ITov eival avtdg mov yevvrnke, o Pacthiig
Twv Iovdaiwv; Enedn, eidape To aotépt TOL 0TV
avaToAn, kat npdape yla vatov TpooKuvioov-
pe».

Ot Madyot, 6nwg anokalodvtal, £det&av
ooia Tovg e Tig Tpoomabelég Tovg va Bpouvv kat
va Aatpéyovy Tov Meooia. I avtodg, Aatpeia
onuatve va Tov mpookvvriocovy kat va Tov mpo-
o@épovv Swpa amod Xpuoo Kat ToALTIHA, evwdia-
OTA UTTaXAPIKAL.

Tt onpaivel yia e0ag kat egéva va Aatpevov-
e Tov Oeo;

Otav okenTOpAoTE TN AATpEia, oL OKEYELG
pag ovvhBwg oTpEPOVTAL OTOVG TPOTIOVG TIOV
deixvovpe Bpnokevtikr agooiwon 1600 LWTIKA
000 kat og ovykevTpwoelg TG EkkAnoiag. ZvA-
Aoyt{opevog to {ntnpa g Aatpeiog Tov Emov-
paviov Hatépa pag kat Tov Ayannuévov Yiov
Tov, Tov ZwTrPog pag, Téooepelg 18¢eg NAOav
OTOV VOU:TIPWTOV, OL TIPAEELG TTOL CLVIETOVY TN
Aatpeia pag.Agdtepov, n 0taomn Kat Ta cvuvatodn-
pata mov Statvmwvovtat ot Aatpeia pag. Tpitov,
1 ATOKAELOTIKOTNTA TNG AATPELAG [aG KAUTETAP-
ToV, 1 avaykn va punBovpe ta Ayt Ovra mov
Aatpevovyle.

MpwTov, oL TP&EELC TIOU CUVLOTOUV TN
AaTpela pog

Mia amo TIG 7O KOLVEG KAl ONUAVTLKEG
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forms of worship is to gather in a consecrated
space to perform acts of devotion. The Lord says,
“And that thou mayest more fully keep thyself
unspotted from the world, thou shalt go to the
house of prayer and offer up thy sacraments
upon my holy day”This is, of course, our primary
motivation in building chapels. But, if necessary,
a non-dedicated space will do if we can invest it
with some degree of sanctity.

Most important is what we do when we gath-
er on the Lord’s day. Of course, we dress as best
we can according to our means—not extrava-
gantly but modestly in a way to signal our respect
and reverence for Deity. Our conduct is similarly
reverent and respectful. We worship by joining
in prayer; we worship by singing hymns (not just
listening to but singing the hymns); we worship
by instructing and learning from one another. Je-
sus says, “Remember that on this, the Lord’s day,
thou shalt offer thine oblations [meaning thine
‘offerings ... of time, talents, or means, in ser-
vice of God and fellowman’] and thy sacraments
unto the Most High, confessing thy sins unto thy
brethren, and before the Lord”We come together
not to entertain or be entertained—as by a band,
for instance—but to remember Him and be “in-
structed more perfectly” in His gospel.

At the most recent general conference, Elder
Patrick Kearon reminded us that “we do not
gather on the Sabbath simply to attend sacrament
meeting and check it off the list. We come togeth-
er to worship. There is a significant difference
between the two. Toattendmeans to be present at.
But toworshipis to intentionally praise and adore
our God in a way that transforms us!”

Devoting our Sabbaths to the Lord and His
purposes is itself an act of worship. Some years
ago, then-Elder Russell M. Nelson observed:
“How do wehallowthe Sabbath day? In my much
younger years, I studied the work of others who
had compiled lists of things to do and thingsnot-
to do on the Sabbath. It wasn’t until later that I
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HOPQEG AaTpeiag eivatl Vo OUYKEVTPWVOHACTTE

0€ EVaV aQLEPWUIEVO XDPO YLa va TEAEGOVUE
npakels agooiwong. O Kvplog Aéet: «Kat ya va
UTIOPELG VA KPATNOELG TOV £AVTO 0OV AoTAO amd
TOV KOO0, Ba Tag oTov oiko mpooevyg kat Ba
TPOOPEPELG TIG Deieg oov evyaploTieg TNV dyla
pov nuépar. AvTo eival, QOLKA, TO TPWTAPYLKO
pag Kivtpo oty otkodounomn ekkAnowwv. AAAG,
av eival amapaitnTo, £vag un aplepwuévos xw-
pOG apkel va prmopodpe va tov meptPaAlovpie pe
Kamoto Pabpo epotnrag.

ITto onpavTIKO €ival TL KAVOLE OTAV OLYKE-
VIpwvopaoTe TNV Nuépa Tov Kupiov. Aopalwg,
VTUVOUAOTE 000 KAAUTEPA HTTOPOVE GUHPWVA
pe Tig SuvatoTNTEG pag — OxL vtepPoAtid, aAld
Og[VA e TPOTIO IOV Va Oty vel TOV 0efacpo Kal
NV eVAAPeld pag ya tn Ogotnra. H ovpmepipo-
pa pag eivat opoiwg evAapukn kot TARpNG oePa-
OpOV. AaTPeVOVE CVUUETEXOVTAG OTNV TIPOOED-
X1)- Aatpebovpe TpayovdwvTtag Dvovg (Xt Hovo
akovyovTag, aAld TpayovdwvTag Tovg DUVOUG).
Aatpevovpe kabodnywvtag kat pabaivovrag o
évag and tov aAAov. O Inoovg Aéet: «Na Bupaoat
OTLauTry, TNV nuépa Tov Kupiov, Ba mpoogé-
peig Ti Ovoieg [OnAadn Tig “mpoogopég cov...
XPOVOUL, TAAEVTWY 1) HECWY, OTNV VTINPECIA TOV
Oeov Kat Twv cvvavBpwnwv cov”] kat Tig Oeieg
EVXAPLOTIEG 0OV OTOV YYLOTO, OLOAOYWVTAG TIG
apaptieg oov TPOG TOVG AdeAPOVE OOV Kal EVW-
mov Tov Kvpiov». Zvuykevtpwvopaote oyt yla va
Saokeddoovpe 1 va yuxaywynbovpe —Omwe anod
£va LOVOIKO CUYKPOTNHA, yia Tapadetypa— aAld
yta va Tov BopnBodue kat va «va ekmatdev|[tov-
pe] o téheto» oto Evayyéhio Tov.

TNV o TPOOPATH YEVIKT) CLVEAELOT), O
[IpeoPitepog [Tatpik Knpov pag vevBopuoe ot
«dev ovykevtpwvopaote Tnv Huépa tov Kvpiov
am\d yla va apevpeBovpe ot ovykévipwon
peTaANYewg Kat va Tn Staypayovpe and Tov
KATAA0Y0. ZUYKEVTPWVOHAOTE Yla Va EKKANoLa-
OTOVUE. YTTAPXEL {la ONUavTikh Stagopd ava-
peoa ota dvo.Ilapevpiokopatonpaivel 6Tt eipat
napwv. AAGAatpevovpeonuaivel va So§alovpe
Kal va Aatpevovpe Tov @ed Hag pe TpOTo mov
HaG HETAROPPVEL»

To va agiepwvovpe Tnv Huépa tov Kupiov
otov Kvpto kat otovg okomovg Tov eivat and
Hovo tov pia pakn Aatpeiag. [ptv amod peptkd
Xpovia, o 1ote IIpeoPitepog Pdooeh M. NéA-
oov mapatnpnoe: «IIocayidfovpetnv Huépa
Tov Kupiov; Ta xpovia mov fjuovy katd mold
VEOTEPOG, PEAETOVOA TO €py0 AAAWV TTOV eixav
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learned from the scriptures that my conduct and
my attitude on the Sabbath constituted asignbe-
tween me and my Heavenly Father [seeExodus
31:13;Ezekiel 20:12, 20]. With that understand-
ing, I no longer needed lists of dos and don’ts.
When I had to make a decision whether or not
an activity was appropriate for the Sabbath, I
simply asked myself, “‘Whatsigndo I want to give
to God?”

Worship on the Lord’s day is marked by a
particular focus on the great atoning sacrifice of
Jesus Christ. We appropriately and specially cel-
ebrate His Resurrection at Easter but alsoevery-
week as we partake of the sacramental emblems
of His Atonement, including His Resurrection.
For the penitent, partaking of the sacrament is
the highlight of Sabbath worship.

Worshipping together as “the body of
Christ’has unique power and benefits as we
teach, serve, and sustain one another. Interesting-
ly, one recent study found that those who view
their spiritual lives asentirely privateare less likely
to prioritize spiritual growth, or to say their faith
is very important, or to have regular devotional
time with God.As a community of Saints, we
strengthen each other in worship and in faith.

Even so, we cannot forget the daily acts of
worship that we engage in individually and at
home. The Savior reminds us, “Nevertheless thy
vows shall be offered up in righteousness on all
days and at all times.”One sister wisely observed,
“I cannot think of a more profound way to wor-
ship God than to welcome His little ones into our
lives and care for them and teach them His plan
for them?”

Alma and Amulek taught the Zoramites who
had been banned from their synagogues to wor-
ship God not merely once a week but always and
“in whatsoever place ye may be in”They spoke
about prayer as worship:

“Ye must pour out your souls in your closets,
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OVLAAEEEL NIOTEG e TTpAY AT TTOV UTOPE(G va
KAVELG KA [LE TIPAYHATO TOVOEVHTIOPEIG VAL KAVELG
v Hpépa tov Kupiov. Apyotepa épaba amno Tig
YPAPEG OTL 1) CUUTIEPLPOPA KAl T OTACT] OV KATAL
v Hpépa tov Kupiov anotedovoeonpeiope-
Ta&V epov kat tov Enovpdviov Iatépa pov [PA.

'E€od0¢ 31:13,IelexinA 20:12, 20]. Me avtrv v

Katavonon, dev xpetalopovy AoV Kataldyovg
pe 6oa pumopw Kat 6oa dev punopw va kavw. Otav
ETPETIE VO TTAPW ia amd@aot av pia dpaotnpt-
otnTa frav katdAAnAn n oxt yia tnv Hpépa tov
Kvpiov, amwg Siepwtwpnv: “Tionueiofédw va
dwow oTov Oed;™»

H Aatpeia v nuépa tov Kupiov xapaktn-
piCetat amo pia diaitepn eotiaon oTn HeyaAn
e§ilewTikr) Buoia tov Inoov Xpiotov. Eoptalov-
pe kataAARAwg kat 18iwg tnv Avdotaon Tov to
[Taoya, aAla emiongkaBeePdopada kabwq pe-
talappdavovpe ta ovppola tng EENéworg Tov,
ovpmepthapPavopévng g Avaotacews Tov. Ia
TOV HETAUEAOVUEVO, 1) LETAANYT] Elval TO AmoKo-
pvewpa NG Aatpeiag TG Huépag Tov Kupiov.

To va Aatpebovpe pali wg «to owpa Tov Xpi-
oTovréxel povadikn dvvapn kat o@EAn kabwg Ot-
Sdokove, VINPETOVE Kat LTTOOTNPIlOVNE O £Vag
Tov aAov. Eivat evllagépov 0Tt pa mpoogatn
pekétn SramioTwoe 0Tt ekeivol mov PAETOVY TNV
TVEVUATLKT TOVG {wr) wGeVTEAWG LW TIKNEIVaL
Atyotepo mBavo va Swoovv TpoTePALOTNTA 0TV
TIVEVUATIKT avATTTLEN 1) Vo Tovy OTL 1) TioTH ToVg
elval TOAD OTHAVTIKY 1) VA £XOVV TAKTIKO XpOvo
agooiwong pe Tov Oed. (Og kowvotnta Ayiwy,
evOuValwvoLe 0 €vag Tov &AAAov o Aatpeia Kat
oe mioTn).

Axopa kat étot, dev pmopovpe va Eexa-
oove TIG KaOnuepvég mpa&elg Aatpeiag oTig
OTIOLEG CLUETEXOVIE ATOUIKWG KAl OTO OTILTL.

O Zwtrpag pag vrevOopilet: <Opwg, ot evxég
oov Ba mpoo@épovtal pe xpnototnTa kab OAeg
TIG NUEPEG KAl avd Taoa oTiypr». Mia adeAgn
TAPATHPNOE GUVETE: «AeV UTOPW VA OKEPOW
BaBvutepo tpomO va Aatpevovpe Tov Oeod amod To
va kahwoopifovpe ta pkpd Tov ot {wn pag kat
va Ta gpovTifovpe Kat va Toug S184oKovpe TO
ox€d16 Tov yU avtdn.

O AApa kat 0 ApovAék didaokav oTovg
Zwpapiteg, 0TOVG 0moiovg eixe amayopevbei n
€l0080¢ 0TIG oLVAYWYEG va AaTpebovy Tov Ogod
OxL Hovo pia @opa tnv efdopada aAAd mavtote
Kal «0€ OTOLOONTOTE UEPOG KL av eioTer. MiAn-
oav ylo TV mpooevyn ws Aatpeia:

«ITpémer va EexethiCet n Yoy oag mpog Avtov

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Christofferson-April 2025-English/Greek

and your secret places, and in your wilderness.

“Yea, and when you do not cry unto the
Lord, let your hearts be full, drawn out in prayer
unto him continually”

They also spoke of searching the scriptures,
bearing testimony of Christ, performing chari-
table acts and service, receiving the Holy Ghost,
and living in thanksgiving daily.Consider that
thought: “living in thanksgiving daily” It speaks
to my second concept:

The Attitudes and Feelings Inherent in
Worship

Feeling and expressing gratitude to God
are, in fact, what infuses worship with a sense of
joyful renewal as opposed to seeing it as just one
more duty.

True worship means loving God and yielding
our will to Him—the most precious gift we can
offer. When asked which was the great com-
mandment in all the law, Jesus replied, “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind”He
also called this the first commandment.

This was the pattern of Jesus’s own worship
of the Father. His life and His atoning sacrifice
were dedicated to the glory of the Father. Poi-
gnantly we remember Jesus’s heartrending plea in
the midst of unimaginable suffering and anguish:
“O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me,” but then His submissive “nevertheless
not as I will, but as thou wilt”

Worship is striving to follow this perfect ex-
ample.We will not attain perfection in this course
overnight, but if each day we “offer for a sacrifice
unto [Him] a broken heart and a contrite spirit,”
He will again baptize us with His Spirit and fill us
with His grace.

Third, the Exclusivity of Our Worship
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oTa pKpa Wlaitepd oag Swpdtia, Kat 0Tovg Kpu-
QOVG 0AG XWPOUG, KAl GTNV £PNUO 0AG.

»MAAoTa, Kat 6Tav Oev avaQwveite TPog
Tov Kvplo, agriote tnv kapdia oag va eivat
YEHATN, EAKVOUEVT SLAPKWG ATTO TIPOCELXT) TIPOG
Ekeivov».

Miknoav emiong yia TNV £peuva TwV ypagwy,
v katabeomn paptoupiag yia tov Xptoto, Tnv
Téleon ehavBpwmikwv Tpagewv Kat TV v7n-
pétnon, T Afyn tov Ayiov ITvedpatog kat Tov
TpoTo {wng SivovTtag evxaploTieg kabnueptvd.
Zke@Beite autryv T okéYn: «va (odpe SivovTtag
gvxaplotieg kabnuepvar. MiAd yia tn devtepn
10¢a pov:

H otdon Ko T CUVALOOT AT TIOU
EVUTIAPXOUV 0Tn Aatpeial

To va atoBavopaoTte kat va ekppaovpe
EVYVWHOOVVT OTOV OO ival OTNV TIPAYHATL-
KOTNTA AVTO IOV eumAovTi(eL T Aatpeia pe pia
aioBnomn xapovpevng avavéwong, oe avtifeon pe
70 va TNV PAémovpe wg €va akoun kadrnkov.

AAnOwvr Aatpeio onpaivel va ayamovpe
Tov @¢d Kal va votdooovpe Tn BéAnon pag oe
Ekeivov — 1o moAvTipdTtepo dwpo mov pnopodue
va ipooépovpe. OTtav pwtrhOnke mola fRTav N
HeYAAN eVTOAN og OAo TOV Voo, o Inoovg and-
vnoe: «@a ayarnag tov Kbpto tov @e6 oov and
OAn TNV KapdSid oov, Kat amod OAn TNV Yuxr cov,
Kat ard OAn tn Stavotd oov». To ovopace emiong
AUTO TPWTT) EVTOAT).

Avto Ntav 1o TpoTuo NG Aatpeiag Tov In-
oov yia tov Iatépa. H {wn} Tov kat 1 e§hewtikn
Buoia Tov frav aglepwpéveg otn §6&a tov Ia-
Tépa. OUUOHAOTE e OLYKIVNOT TNV OTIAPAKTLKY)
ikeoia Tov Inoov ev péow apdvractov TOVov
kat 06vvng: «ITatépa pov, av eivat Suvatdy, ag
Tap€ABel amd péva avto To ToTrHpL aAAd 0Tn
ovvéxeta Ta Aoyta tngG vrotayng Tov «opwg, oxt
OMwG eyw B€Aw, aA\” OTwG eaV».

Aatpeia eivat va mpoomabovpe va ako-
AovBovpe avtd To TéNeto mapadetypa. Agv Oa
EMTOXOVE TNV TEAELOTNTA HEOW AVTWYV TWV
npoonabelwy ev pia vukTi, aAld av kabe nuépa
«mtpoo@ép[ovpe] ya Buoia mpog [Ekeivov] ov-
VTETPLUUEVT KapSLA KAl TTVEVHLAL HETAEAT|LEVOX
Ba pog Bantioet maAL pe to IIvevpa Tov kat Oa
uag yepioet pe tn xapn Tov.

Tpitov, N ATOKAELCTIKOTNTA TNC ACi-
TPElaC oG
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In the first section of the Doctrine and Cov-
enants, the Lord pronounces this indictment of
the world:

“They have strayed from mine ordinances,
and have broken mine everlasting covenant;

“They seek not the Lord to establish his righ-
teousness, but every man walketh in his own way,
and after the image of his own god, whose image
is in the likeness of the world”

It is good for us to remember the example of
the three Jewish young men Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah, carried captive to Babylon not long
after Lehi and his family left Jerusalem. A Baby-
lonian officer renamed them Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-nego. Later, when these three refused
to worship an image set up by King Nebuchad-
nezzar, he commanded that they be thrown into
a burning fiery furnace, saying to them, “And
who is that God that shall deliver you out of my
hands?”

You will recall their bold answer:

“Our God whom we serve is able to deliver
us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of thine hand, O king.

“But if not, be it known unto thee ... that we
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up.”

The furnace was so hot that it killed those
who threw them into it, but Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-nego were unharmed. “Then Nebu-
chadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath
... delivered his servants that trusted in him, ...
and yielded their bodies, that they might not
serve nor worship any god, except their own
God”They trusted in Jehovah for deliverance,
“but if not,” that is, even if God in His wisdom
did not prevent their death, yet they would re-
main true to Him.

Whatever takes precedence over worship of
the Father and the Son becomes an idol. Those
who reject God as the source of truth, or disavow
any accountability to Him, in effect substituteth-
emselvesas their god. One who places loyalty to a
party or cause ahead of divine direction worships
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2to mpwTto THRpa and To Awdaxn kat Atadn-
ke, 0 KUplog expépet avtn) tnv katnyopia yla
TOV KOOUO:

«Exovv mapekkivet amo Tig Statalelg pov
KAl £X0VV KATATATHOEL TNV atdvia dtabnkn pov.

»Aev avalnrovv tov Koplo yia va edpatw-
oovv T dikatoovvn Tov, ahla kabe avBpwmog
Badilet pe Tov Stkd TOL TPOTO KAl KATE TNV EIKO-
va Tov dikov Tov Oeov, TOL OO0V 1) EIKOVA ElvaL
QTEIKOVLOT] TOL KOGUOL».

Eivat kalo va Bvpopaote to mapaderypa twv
TpLwv véwv Iovdaiwv, Tov Avavia, Tov Mican
kat Tov Alapia, ov petepépbnoav atypdAwrot
otn Bapvlwva Aiyo agdtov é@uye o Agxi kaln
otkoyéveld Tov ano v Iepovoainu. O BaBvlw-
V106 aflwpATOVX0G TOVG HeTOVOHAOE 0t Zedpdy,
Miody kot ABSE-veyw. Apyotepa, OTav avToi ot
Tpelg apvhOnkav va TpooKuvRooLV Hia eIKOVa
nov eixe otroel 0 Pacthtag Nafovyodovooo-
pag, tpootae va tovg pifovv oty KAULVO NG
QWTLAG TTOV €Katye, AyovTdg Tovg: «ITolog eival
eKeivog 0 Bedg, mov Ba oag elevBepwaoel anod ta
XépLa pov;»

Oa BupdoTe TNV TOAPNPT ATAVTNOT TOVG:

«O ©edG pag, Tov epeig AaTpevoLE, eivat
duvatog va pag ehevbepoet amd To Kapivt TG
PWTLAG TTOV Kaiel kal and To Xépt oov, PactAid,
Ba pog edevBepwoet.

»AANG, KaL av 0L, ag eivatl og 0Eva yVwoTo
...0TL Tovg B0V ooV dev Toug AaTpebovyLe, Kat
T XPLOT| EIKOVA, TIOV £XELG OTNOEL, SV TNV TPO-
OKUVOUUEY.

H xdpvog ntav 1000 KavTr| Tov okOTwoe
AVTOVG TTIOL TOVG €pLEav péoa, allda o Zedpay,

o Mioay kat o ABSé-veyw dev émabav Timota.
«To1e, 0 Nafovyxodovooopag piknoe kat gime:
Evloyntdg o ®@edg tov Zedpay, Tov Miody, kat
Tov ABS¢-veyw, Tov... eevBépwoe Tovg Sov-
Aovg Tov, oV RATILOAV G AVTOV, ... KoL TTapEdw-
OaV ToL CWUATA TOVG, Yla Va [N AaTpeloovy ovTe
va Ipookvvioovy aAhov Beo, ekTog amod Tov
®¢6 Tovgr. Eiyav epmiotoodvn otov IexwpPd yia
amelevBépwon, «aAld, kat av oxw» dnladn axo-
pa Kat av o @edg pe T cogia Tov dev anétpemne
Tov Bdvato Tovg, woTooo ekeivol Ba mapépevay
ToTol 08 AVTOV.

Otidnmote AapPavel mpoPdadiopa emt TG Aa-
tpeiag Tov ITatépa kat Tov Yiov yivetat eidwAo.
Ekeivol mov amoppintovv Tov @ed wg Myt TG
aAnBetag 1 amoknpvocovv onoladnmote Aoyodo-
ota anévavti Tov, 0TV TPAYHATIKOTNTA LTTOKA-
BlotobvTov eavtd TovGws Bed Toug. Omotog Padet
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a false god. Even those who purport to worship
God but do not keep His commandments are
walking in their own way: “They draw near to
me with their lips, but their hearts are far from
me.”The object of our worship is exclusively “the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom [He] hast
sent”

Finally, the Need to Emulate the Father
and the Son

Ultimately, how we live may be the best,
most genuine form of worship. Showing our
devotion means emulating the Father and the
Son—cultivating Their attributes and character
in ourselves. If, as the saying goes, imitation is
the sincerest form of flattery, then we might say
with respect to Deity, emulation is the sincer-
est form of veneration. This suggests an active,
sustained effort on our part to seek holiness. But
becoming more Christlike is also the natural
outcome of our acts of worship. Elder Kearon’s
phrase cited earlier about worshipping “in a way
that transforms us” is significant. True worship is
transformative.

This is the beauty of the covenant path—the
path of worship, love, and loyalty to God. We
enter that path by baptism, pledging to take
upon us the name of Christ and to keep His
commandments. We receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost, the messenger of the Savior’s grace that
redeems and cleanses us from sin as we repent.
We could even say that in repenting we are wor-
shipping Him.

There follow additional priesthood ordinanc-
es and covenants made in the house of the Lord
that further sanctify us. The ceremonies and
ordinances of the temple constitute an elevated
form of worship.

President Russell M. Nelson has emphasized
that “every man and every woman who partici-
pates in priesthood ordinances and who makes
and keeps covenants with God has direct access
to the power of God.”This is not only a power we
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TNV TOTN O€ £va KOMHA 1) EVaV OKOTIO TTAVW oo
T Oeia kaBodnynon, Aatpedet Evav yevtiko Oeo.
Axopn kat gkeivol Tov vroTiBeTan 6TL Aatpev-
ovv Tov B0, aAld dev Tnpovv Tig evTolég Tov
Badifovv pe tov Sitkd Tovg TpodTO: «Me TAnoLA-
Covv pe Ta xeiAn Toug, alhda ot kapdiég Tovg eivat
pakpla amod epévar. To avtikeipevo Tng Aatpeiag
Hag elval amokAeloTIKWG «0 povo[g] aAndvo(c]
®¢0[¢], xat ekeivo[g] [o] omoio[g] anéoTetheg,
[o] Inoov[g] Xpioto[g]».

TENOG, N otvAyKN Vo ppnOoupe tov
MNotépo Ko Tov Yo

Telkwg, To G {ovpe umopei va eivat n
KaAvTepn, ) To yvnota popen Aatpeiag. To va
deixvoupe TNV aQooiwor| pag onpaivel va ppov-
peba tov IMatépa kat Tov Yio — va kaAliepyovpe
T XAPAKTNPLOTIKA YVwplopaTa Kot ToV Xapa-
ktrpa Tovg péoa pag. Av, 6mwg Aéet To pnTo, N
pipnon eivat n etkikpLvéotepn Hop@r kolakeiag,
ToTE O pmopovoape va TovE OTL 60OV aPopd
otn OeoTNTa, 1 pipnon eivat n eNKpLvEoTEPN
popor oefaocpot. Avtd vtodnloi pia evepyod, ov-
vexn Tpoomddeta amod pEPovg pag va emintovpe
aytotnta. Ouwg To va yivouvue meplocotepo xpt-
otoeldelg eivat emiong Puotko emakoAlovbo Twv
npd&ewv hatpeiag pag. H gpaon tov [peoPuté-
pov Knpov mov avagépOnke vopitepa oxetika
e TN Aatpeia «pe TPOTO OV HAG HETAHOPPOVEL
eivat onpavtikn. H aAnBuwvn Aatpeia éxel peta-
LOPPWTIKO XaApAKTHpaL.

Avtn eivat n opop@Ld Tov povomatiod
¢ StaBnkng - To povomatt Tng Aatpeiag, Tng
aydamng Kat tng agooiwong otov Ogo. Ewoep-
XOUAOTE OE AVTO TO HOVOTIATL e TO PATITIOHA,
VTTOOXOLEVOL VA TIAPOVLE EMAVW LAG TO OVOpaA
Tov XpLoTov Kat va Tnpovpe TiG evToAég Tov.
AapBavovpe tn Swped Tov Ayiov ITvevpatog,
TOL AYYeALaQOPOL TNG XAPNG TOL ZWTHPOG IOV
pag Avtpwvet kat pag kabapifet amo v apaptia
eQOOOV peTavooLpe. Oa prmopodoape LaAoTa
va Tovpe OTL pe T petavola Tov Aatpevovpe.

AxolovBovv emimhéov Satd&elg tepoov-
VNG kat StafnKeg oV CLVATTOVTAL OTOV 0iKO
tov Kupiov kat pag kabayalovv nepartépw. Ot
TEAETEG Kat OL SLATAEELG TOV VAL ATOTEAOVV (i
VTIEPLYWHEVT HOPPT| AaTpeiag.

O IIpoedpog Pdooeh M. Néhoov €xel To-
vioetl 0Tt «kadBe avdpag kat kabe yvvaika mov
ovppeTéxeL 0TIG Statd&elg TG Lepoovivig Kat
TIOV CVVATTTEL Kal TNpel Stabnkeg pe Tov Oed
¢xel dpeon mpooPaon otn Svvapn Tov Oeod».
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draw upon to serve and to bless. It is also the di-
vine power that works in us to refine and purify
us. As we walk the covenant path, the sanctifying
“power of godliness is manifest”in us.

May we, as the ancient Nephites and La-
manites, “fall down at the feet of Jesus, and ...
worship him”’May we, as commanded by Jesus,
“fall down and worship the Father in [the] name
[of the Son]."May we receive the Holy Spirit
and yield our hearts to God, have no other gods
before Him, and as disciples of Jesus Christ,
emulate His character in our own lives. I testify
that as we do, we will experience joy in worship.
In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Avtn 8ev eivat povov pia Svvapn and tny onoia
AVTAODE YLt VO DTN PETOVE KAl VO EDAOYOVLE.
Eivau emiong n Beia SOvaun mov epyaletal péoa
HaG yia va pog PeATiwoet kat va pag e§ayvioet.
KaBwg Padifovpe oto povomdtt Tng Stabnkng,
«pavepwvetal 1 [kabaylaotikn] SOvapn g
BeldoTnTagrpéoa pag.

Eife epeic, wg ot apyaiot Negiteg kat Aa-
paviteg, va «[méoovpe] kaTw oTa TOSLA TOV
Inoov kat... [va Tov] mpook[vvicovpe]». Eibe
gleis, OTwg mpooTaxOnke anod tov Inoov, «va
né[pTovpe] kat va mpookvv[ovpe] Tov ITatépa
oto ovopa [Tov Yio0]». Eifle va AdPovpe to Ayto
[Tvedpa kat va mapadwoovpe TV kapdid Hag
otov ®go, va pny £xovpe aAlovg Beovg ekTog
ano Avtov kat, wg padntég Tov Inoov Xpiotov,
va pupnBovue tov xapaktipa Tov otn (wn pag.
Katabétw paptupia 61t kabBwg o k&vove, Ba
Buwoovpe TN xapd otn Aatpeia. 1o 6vopa Tov
Inoov Xpiotov, aunv.
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