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True to the Faith That Our Parents Have Cherished

By Elder Hans T. Boom
Of the Seventy

Na "Yovle TOTn 0av TOVG YOVELG Hag

Anoé tov IlpeoButepo Xavg T. Mmovp
Twv EBSoutkovta

April 2025 general conference

Please learn and receive strength from the faith
and testimonies of those who came before you.

While I was visiting the Nashville Tennessee
Temple for a temple review, I was privileged to
do a walk-through as part of this assignment,
reviewing this beautiful house of the Lord. I was
especially impressed with the painting of Mary
Wanlass calledCarry Onhanging on the wall in
the office of the matron.

This is the story behind the painting:

“In Missouri in 1862, the 14-year-old Mary
Wanlass promised her dying stepmother that she
would see to it that her disabled father [and her
four much younger siblings would all make] it to
the Valley of the Great Salt Lake. ... Mary drove
the oxen and milk cows that pulled the wagon, in
which her father [was bedridden, and] she cared
for her ... siblings. After each day’s journey, she
fed the family by foraging edible plants, flowers,
and berries. Her only compass was the instruc-
tion she had received to keep traveling west “until
the clouds become mountains’

“They reached [the] Utah Valley in Sep-
tember, having traveled all spring and summer.
Her father died not long after the family settled
in Utah County, where Mary later married and
raised her [own] family”

This is an amazing story of the faith and
strength of a 14-year-old young woman that can
help each one of us today to “just carry on.”
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Iapakalw pabete kou Adfete Svvaun and tnv
TOTY Keul T UapTUpia 60wy mponynnkay vuwy.

Evw emokentopovv tov Nad tov NaopiA
oto Tevveooi yla pia agloAdynon tov vaov, eixa
TO TIPOVOLLO VAl KAVW EVaV TEPITATO WG HEPOG
auTig NG avabeong, enavegetalovrag avtdv
ToV Opop@o oiko Tov Kvpiov. Evtunwoidodnka
taitepa pe Tov mivaka tng Maipng fovavAiag
nov ovopaletarCarry On [Xvvexiote]kat eivon
KPEUAOUEVOG OTOV TOIXO TOV Ypa@eiov TG mpoi-
OTAWEVNG TOV VAOD.

Avtr) eival 1 Lotopia YOpw amd Tov mivaka:

«Xto Milovpt Tov 1862 1 14xpovn Maipn
Tovaviag vtooxédnke otn punTpLd TG mov mé-
Batve 6TL Ba PpOVTILE WOTE O AVATINPOG TATEPAG
NG Kat Ta TEooepa, TOAD [kpOTEpa adéA@La TN,
va @Tdoovv Olot otV kotAdda Tng Meydaing AA-
popdg Aipvng... H Maipn odnyovoe ta fodia kat
TIG YAAAKTOQOPOUG ayeNAdeG IOV €0epvay TNV
dpaga oty omoia 0 matépag NG [fTav Katdkot-
106 Kat] PpovTie... Ta adéd@ia TG Meta and
kaBe nuépa ta&idlov, tpogodotooe Tnv otko-
yévela ouAAEYOVTAG Bpwaotpa QuTd, AovAovdia
Kat povpa. H povn g moéida fjrav n odnyia mov
eixe AdPet va ovveyioet va ta&idevet SuTikd “éwg
OToL Ta oVVVEPQ Yivouv fouvd’

»E@Baocav otnv kothdda tng Tovtag Tov Ze-
nTéuPplo, £xovrtag Tagdéyet OAn TV avorgn Kot
To kahokaipt. O matépag tng méBave Aiyo petd
TNV EYKATAOTAOT) TNG OLKOYEVELAG OTNV KOUNTELA
¢ [lovtag, omov n Maipn apyotepa mavTpevTn-
Ke Kal peydAwaoe Tn SIKn TG OLKOYEVELay.

AvTn eivat piat eKTANKTIKT lOTOpia TTOTNG
Kat dvvaung piag 14xpovng véag yovaikag mov
unopei va Bondbnoet Tov kabéva pag onuepa
«amAwg va ouveyioew.

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Boom-April 2025-English/Greek

“Just carry on”—or freely translated in my
native Dutch language,Gewoon doorgaan—is
also my mom and dad’s lifelong slogan.

My parents and in-laws are the pioneers in
our family. They have crossed their own “plains,”
just like all those who are coming into the
Church, the Lord’s fold, every day. Their stories
have little to do with oxen and wagons but have
the same effect on future generations.

They embraced the gospel and were baptized
in their young adult years. Both my parents had
a difficult childhood. My father grew up on the
island of Java in Indonesia. During World War
11, he was forcefully separated from his family
and interned in a concentration camp, where he
suffered unspeakable hardships at a young age.

My mother was raised in a broken home and
also suffered from hunger and the hardships of
World War II. At times she even had to resort
to eating tulip bulbs. Due to her father’s actions
and his subsequent divorce from her mother, it
was sometimes difficult for her to see Heavenly
Father as a loving Father.

My parents met at a Church activity and
shortly after decided to get married and sealed
in the Bern Switzerland Temple. Waiting at the
railway station, having spent the last of their little
savings for the trip to the temple, they wondered
how they would make ends meet but were confi-
dent that it would all work out. And it did!

They started to raise their family from a very
humble single attic-room apartment in the heart
of Amsterdam. After several years of washing
their clothes by hand, they had finally saved up
enough money to purchase a washing machine.
Just before they would make the purchase, the
bishop visited them, asking for a contribution
to build the meetinghouse in Amsterdam. They
decided to give all they had saved for the wash-
ing machine and continued to do the laundry by
hand.

As a family we went through some hardships,
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To «amA@g ovvexiote» -1 eAevBepa peta-
QPACHEVO OTN UNTPLKH oL oAAavdikn YAwo-
oa,Gewoon doorgaan- eivau emiong to cuvOnpa
TNG MAAG KOL TOV UTTAUTTA HOV Yiat OAN TOVG TN
Cwn).

Ot yoveig kat Ta mebepikd pov eivat ot mpw-
TOTOPOL 0TNV 0lkoYéveld pag. Exovv daoxioet
TI¢ Sikéc Toug «mediddec», dmwc dAot ekelvol mov
¢pxovtat otnv ExkAnoia, oto moipvio tov Kupi-
ov, kaBe nuépa. Ot LoTOPiEG TOVG £XOVY EAAXLOTN
oxéon pe Podia kat apages, arlla éxovv Ty idia
emidpaot) oTIG HEANOVTIKEG YEVIEG.

AomaoOnkav to Evayyéhio kau BantioOnkav
oTa veavikd Toug evijhika xpovia. Kat ot §vo
yoveig pov eixav dvokoha maudikd xpovia. O
Tatépag pov peydhwaoe oto vnot g Iapag otny
Ivdovnoia. Katd tn didpketa Tov B Tlaykoopiov
IToAépov xwpiotnke Piata amd TV OLKOYEVELL
TOL Kat QUAAKIOTNKE 0€ OTPATOTESO CLYKE-
VIPWOEWG, OTIOL VTEOTH AVEITWTEG KaKovyieg o€
veapr nAikia.

H pntépa pov peydlwoe oe éva Stalehvpévo
OTITL KAl EMOTG VIEPEPE ATTO TNV TELVA KAl TIG
kakovyieg Tov B’ ITaykoopiov TToAépov. Mept-
KEG POPEG XPELAOTNKE AKOUI KAL VO KATAPVYEL
oty katavalwon PoApav tovAinag. Adyw Twv
Tpakewv Tov TATEPA TNG KAl TOV eMakoAovbov
Staluyiov Tov amd T uNTEPaA TNG, NTAV HeEPLKES
@opég duokolo yia ekeivn va det tov Emovpdvio
[oatépa wg €vav otopyiko Iatépa.

Ot yoveig pov ovvavtnOnkav oe pia dpa-
otnpotnTa ¢ ExkAnoiag kat Altyo petd ano@d-
OLOAV VAL TTAVTPEVTOVY Kal Vo eMo@paylofodv
otov Naod g Bépvng otnv EAPetia. Tlepiuévo-
vtag otov odnpodpoutkd otabuo, éxovrag &o-
déyel kat TG TeEAevTaieg amd TG Aiyeg otkovouieg
TOVG yta To Ta&idt 0ToV vad, avapwTiovvTay mwg
Ba ta katdepvay, alAd fTav TeTeloUEVOL OTL
OAa Ba myarvay kaAd. Kat ta katagepav!

Apyloav va LEYAADVOLY TNV OLKOYEVELL TOVG
amo éva ToAD Tametvo, Slapéplopa o€ cogita
otny kapdid Tov Apotepvtap. Metd and apke-
TA XpOVLA TIOV £MAEVAY T pOVXA TOVG OTO XEPL,
elxav TEAIKA ATOTAWLEVOEL APKETA XPHHATA Ylat
Va ayopdoovy £va TALVTpLo podxwv. Atyo Tptv
KAVOUV TNV ayopd, 0 EMIOKOTOG TOVG eMOKEPON-
Ke, {NTWVTag [a CLVELCPOPA Yia Va KTICOLY TOV
EVKTIPLO 0IKO 0TO ApoTepvTap. ATo@actoav
va dwoovy OAa 6oa giyay ATOTALIEDTEL Yl TO
TAVVTIPLO KAl CUVEXLOAV VA TTAEVOLY Ta poXa
HE TO XéPL.

Q¢ okoyévela mepaoaple KAToleG SUOXEPELEG,
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just like any other family. These have only made
us stronger and have deepened our faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ, just like when Alma was shar-
ing his story with his son Helaman, where he told
him that he had been “supported under trials and
troubles of every kind” because he had put his
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.

How did two people who experienced so
many trials in their younger years become the
very best parents I could ever wish for? The
answer is simple: they fully embraced the gospel
and live by their covenants to this very day!

After more than 65 years of marriage, my
mother, who suffered from Alzheimer’s disease,
passed away in February. My father, at the age of
92 and still living at home, visited her as often as
he could until she passed away. Some time ago
he mentioned to my younger siblings that the
dreadful experiences in the camp in Indonesia
during World War II had prepared him to pa-
tiently care for his wife for so many years as she
fell ill and deteriorated from this horrible disease
and also for the fateful day he had to entrust her
primary care to others and could not be by her
side anymore. Their motto has been and still is to
“Just carry on,” having a perfect hope in Christ to
be raised up at the last day and to dwell with Him
in glory forever.

Their faith and testimonies are a driving
strength for the generations that have come after
them.

In the village where my wife grew up, her
parents, who were good churchgoing people,
embraced the gospel as a young married couple
with my wife as their two-year-old daughter and
only child at that time. Their decision to become
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints had a great impact on their lives as
they were shunned by the villagers and by their
family. It took many years, loving notes to family
members, and service to the community before
they were finally accepted.

On one occasion when my wife’s father was
serving as a bishop, he was falsely accused of
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omwg kat kabe AAAN otkoyévela. AvTég amAwg
HaG EXOVV KAVEL SLUVATOTEPOVG Kal EXOVV epPa-
Bvvel v miotn pag otov Kopio Inood Xpioto,
Omwg akpPws 6Tav o AApa dunyeito TnVv lotopia
Tov 0ToV Yulo Tov HAapav, mov tov eine 0T €xel
vnootnptxOei oe dokipaoieg kat TpoPAnpata
KkaOe eidovg, S10T1 eixe epmotevbei Tov Kopro
Inoov Xpioto.

[Mwg dvo avBpwmot mov Biwoav tdéoeg dokt-
HAOIEG OTA VEAVIKA TOVG XpOVLa £ytvay oL KaAv-
Tepol yoveig mov Ba umopodoa moTé va gvxndw;
H anéavtnon eivar amn: aomdodnkav mAnpwg
10 Evayyéio kat Covv ovppwva pe tig Stadnkeg
Tovug péxpL onpepal

Metd ano6 meplocdTEPA ATO 65 XpOVvIa
YAHOU, 1] UNTEPA HOV, 1] OTIOLA VTTEQEPE ATIO TNV
vooo ANtoxdipep, anefiwoe Tov Defpovapto.

O natépag pov, oe nAikia 92 etV kot {bdvTag
QKOO OTO OTILTL, TNV EMOKENTOTAV OCO TILO
ovxva pumopovoe péxpt mov anePiwoe. Ilpv and
Aiyo xatpo, avégepe ota pukpoTEpa adéA@La pov
OTL OL TPOEPEG EUTELPIEG OTO OTPATOTEDO OTNV
Ivdovnoia kata tn didpketa Tov B Tlaykoopiov
[ToAépov Tov giyav TpoeTOLUAoEL Vo @povTilel
VTIOHOVETLKA T1 0V{VYO TOL yla TOGA TTOAAG
Xpovia kabwg ekeivn appwoTaLve Kot eMOEVW-
VOTAY Ao T PPLKTI AT VOO KAt ETTLOTG Yot
N potpaia nuépa mov €mpemne va epmiotevdei Ty
npwToPaduia gpovtida g oe AAlovg kat dev
umopovoe va givat TAéov 0to TAevpo TnG. To
ovVONUA Tovg NTAVY Kal eival «amADG CLVEXLOEY,
gxovtag Ty Téleta eAmida otov Xptoto 0Tt Oa
avaotnBovv Tnv tedevtaia nuépa kat Oa katot-
knoovv pali Tov pe §6&a yia mavra.

H niotn xat n gaptupia Tovg anoteAodv Tig
KIVNTHAPLEG SUVALELG YIaL TIG YEVEEG TIOL £XOVV
¢pBel petd amod avtovg.

210 Ywpto 0moL peydAwoe 1 oO{LYOG pov,

Ol YOVEig TG, ot omoiot fTav kalot &vBpwmot
TIOV T yaLvay oTny ekkAnoia, aomdodnkav to
Evayyéhio wg veapo mavtpepévo (evydpt, pe
o0uyO pov va givat 1 §Vo TV KOPN TOVG KAl TO
povadiko tovg mawdi ekeivn Ty emoxn. H anoga-
o1 Tovg va yivovv pén g EkkAnoiag tov Incov
Xprotov twv Ayiov Twv TeAevtaiov Huepwv eixe
peyalo avtiktuno otn {wn Toug, kabwg Tovg
ATEPEVYAV OL XWPLKOL KAl | OLKOYEVELAL TOVG.
Xpetdotnikav moAAd xpovia, 0TOpyLKd onUeELwa-
T O0Ta PEAT TNG OLKOYEVELAG KAl VTINPETNOT OTNV
KOLVOTNTA TIPOTOV TEAIKWG Yivouv amodekTol.

Yg pla TEPIMTWOT), OTAV 0 TATEPAG TNG
ov({Vyov pov VTINPETOVOE WG EMIOKOTOG, KATI-
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something and was immediately released. My
mother-in-law was so hurt that she asked her
husband if they should continue to go to church.
He answered that they of course would continue
to go to church since this is not the church of
men, but this is the Church of Jesus Christ.

It took some time before the truth came to
light and apologies were made. What could have
been their breaking point just added to their
strength and conviction.

Why is it that some of us take for granted the
faith and testimonies of our parents who through
all their hardships have remained faithful? Do we
think that they do not have a clear understanding
of things? They were not and are not deceived!
They just have had too many experiences with
the Spirit and can say with the Prophet Joseph, “I
knew it, ... and I could not deny it

Don’t you love the song about the army of
Helaman, found in theChildren’s Songbook?

We have been born, as Nephi of old,

To goodly parents who love the Lord.

We have been taught, and we understand,

That we must do as the Lord commands.

Even when this might not be the case, as my
mother experienced as a child, you can become
one of those “goodly parents who love the Lord”
and provide a righteous example to others.

Do we feel that this is absolutely true when
we sing it? Do you feel that you are “as the army
of Helaman” and that you “will be the Lord’s
missionaries to bring the world his truth”?I have
felt it on so many occasions while singing this
song in several FSY settings and other youth
gatherings.

Or what do we feel when we sing the hymn
“True to the Faith™?

Shall the youth of Zion falter

In defending truth and right?

While the enemy assaileth,

Shall we shrink or shun the fight? No!

True to the faith that our parents have cher-
ished.

To those of the rising generation wherever
you are and in whatever situation you may find
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yopnOnke Yyevdwg yia KATL Kat apéows apédnke
ehevBepog. H mebepd pov mAnywbOnke 1600 O,
TOL PWTNOE TOV oV{VYO NG av Ba émpeme va ov-
vexioovv va myaivovv otny ekkAnoia. Exeivog
annvnoe ott puotkd Ba e§akolovBovoav va
TYALVoOLV 0TNV eKKANoia, agov avtr dev eival

1 ekkAnoia tov avBpwnwy, alkd avtn eivat n
ExkkAnoia tov Inoov Xpiotov.

XpeldoTnKe apKeTOG XPOVOG HEXPL Va EpDel
070 PG 1 ok Beta kat va Tov (NTHooLY CLYYVW-
un. Avto mov Ba pmopovoe va fTav To onpeio
KAWUTHG TOVG amAwg mpooebeoe otn duvaun kat
v memoibnorn tovg.

Tati kamotot amd epag Aappdvovpe wg
dedopévn TNV OoTN Kat T HapTLpic TWV YOVE-
WV pag, oL omoiot péca amod OAeg TG SLoxEpeLég
TouG éxovv Tapapeivel moToi; Nopilovpe 0Tt
dev éxovv cagn avTtidnyn Twv mpaypdtwv; Agv
egamatnOnkav kat Sev efanatwvrat! Amlwg
elxav mapa moAAEg epmelpieg pe o I[Tvevpa kat
pmopovv va ovv e tov [poertn TColep: «To
néepa. .. kat dev umopovoa va 1o apvnOw».

Agv oag apéoel To TpayoddL yla ToV oTpatod
tov HAapav, mov Bpioketat otollatdiko BiAio
Tpayovdiwv;

TevvrOnka, 6Twg o Negi,

amo YoVveig T ayamovy Tov Ogo.

Me Sidagav p” evAdPeta

TG evTohég Tov va tnpa.

Akopa kat OTav auTo UTopEL va UnVv givat
€101, Onwg to Piwoe n unTépa pov wg madi, pro-
peiTe va yiveTe £vag amod eKEVOLG TOVG «KAAOVG
yoveig mov ayamovv Tov Kbplo» kat va dwoete
éva evdpeTo mapadetypa e AANovg.

AoBavopaote 6Tt avTO eival amoADTwG aAn-
Bwvo, 6tav To Tpayovdovpe; AloBdveote 0TI eioTe
«oav Tov oTpato tov Hhapav» kat 6t «Ba eiote
ot tepandoTodot Tov Kvpiov yia va @épete otov
koopo TNV aknBeta Tovr;To éxw atoBavOei o T6-
0€G TOAAEG TIEPLOTAOELG, EVW Tpayovdovoa avtod
1o Tpayovdt ot didpopeg meptotaoetg ILE.N. kat
oe aA\eg ovvabpoioelg véwv.

'H 1t awcBavopaote, dtav tpayovdodue tov
vuvo «Na “yovpe mioTn»;

Oa kappBolVv ot véol TG Ziwv

otav éNBet 0 exBpog

Kat apyioet va xTomdet

dixwg €éAeog avtog; Oxi!

Na éxovpe TlOTn 0AV TOVG YOVELG, val.

ITpog ekeivoug TNG avepyOUeEVNG YEVEAS,
OTOL Kat av PploKeaTe Kal 0g omoLadnmoTE Kat-
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yourself, please learn and receive strength from
the faith and testimonies of those who came
before you. It will help you understand that in
order to gain or grow a testimony, sacrifices will
have to be made and that “sacrifice brings forth
the blessings of heaven.”

Thinking about a sacrifice that will truly
bless your life, please consider and pray about
the invitation of our beloved prophet, President
Russell M. Nelson, when he asked “everyworthy,
able young man to prepare for and serve a mis-
sion. For Latter-day Saint young men, missionary
service is a priesthood responsibility. ...

“For ... young and able sisters, a mission is
also a powerful, butoptional, opportunity.”

You could be called as a service or a teaching
missionary. Both types of missionaries contribute
to the same goal of bringing souls to Christ, each
in their own unique and powerful way.

In both types of service, you will show the
Lord you love Him and that you want to get to
know Him better. Remember, “for how knoweth
a man the master whom he has not served, and
who is a stranger unto him, and is far from the
thoughts and intents of his heart?”

All of us, whether we are the first generation
in the gospel or the fifth, should ask ourselves,
What stories of faith, strength, and celestial com-
mitment will I pass on to the next generation?

Let us all continue in our efforts to get to
know our Savior, Jesus Christ, better and to make
Him the center of our lives. He is the rock upon
which we must build so that when times become
difficult, we will be able to stand firm.

Let us be “true to the faith that our parents
have cherished, true to truth for which martyrs
have perished, to God’s command, soul, heart,
and hand, faithful and true we will ever stand”In
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Tdotaon kat av Bpedeite, mapakalw pdbete kot
Aafete dvvapn amod TNy moTn Kat T paptupia
eKelvwy ol omoiot ponynOnkav vuwv. Oa cog
BonOnoet va kataAdBeTe OTL yla Vo AOKTHOETE
1 va avantoete pwa paptopia Ba mpémet va yi-
vouv Buoieg kat «oTL 1) Bvoia Qépvel 0TO WG TIg
gvAoYieg TWV oVpAVO VY.

Zkenmtopevol pia Qvoia mov akndivd Ba
evloynoet tn (wr| oag, mapakald cvAAoyLoDei-
Te Kat mpooevynOeite yla TV TPOGKANOT TOV
ayannuévov pag mpo@rntn, Ipoédpov Paooeh M.
Néhoov, 6tav {ftnoe anod «kabedlo, avod véo
avdpa va mpoetotpachei kat va vimpeTnoet pia
tepamooTtolr. [ta Tovg véovg dvopeg Ayiovg Twv
Televtaiwv Huepav, n tlepamootolikn vnpétn-
on eivat evBOVN NG LepoodVNG. ..

Ta... TG véeg kat tkaveg adeA@Eg, 1) Lepao-
oToA eivat emiong pio Suvatr aANATpoaLpETIKT,
gvkatpian.

Oa pnopovoate va kAnbeite wg Lepanodoto-
Aog vmnpetroewg 1} StdaokaAiog. Kat ta dvo €idn
LepamooTOAwV ovpBarlovy oTov idlo 6TOXO Va
Pépovy Yuyég oTov XploTo, o kabévag pe Tov
Sk Tov povadiko kat dSuvatod Tpomo.

Kat ota 800 €idn vinpétnong Oa Seifete
otov Kvpio o1t Tov ayamdre kat 0Tt OéAete va
Tov yvwpioete kakvTtepa. Ovpnbeite: «lati mwg
yvwpilet évag avBpwTog Tov KVpLo Tov omoio dev
£YEL VTINPETNOEL KAl O OTOI0G TOL eivat dyvw-
0TOG, KAl améXel TTOAD amod TIG OKEWELG KAl TLG
npoBéoelg TG kapdidg Tovs».

OMot epeig eite eipaoTe N MPWTN YEVER TOV
Evayyehiov eite n méumntn, Oa mpénet va ava-
pwTtnBolpe moleg LoTopieg moTng, dSvvaung
Kat emovpaviag déopevong Ba petadwow oty
ETIOHEVT] YEVEQ

Ag ovveyioovpe Olot Tig Tpoomabelég pag va
yvwpioovpe kakvtepa Tov ZwTnpa pag, Inood
Xptoto, kat va Tov kdvovpe To kKEVTPO TNG (wnig
pag. Eivat o Bpdyog emi Tov omoiov Ba mpémet
va 0lkodOUooVE, DOTE OTAV OL Katpol yivouv
Xahemol, va pmopovpe va otabovpe otabepoi.

«Na "Yovpe ioTn ooV TOVG YOVEIG [ag, Val.
Na "Yovpe mioTn oav TOvG pdpTVpEG Hag. Me pua
Yuy1| TNV €VTOAT va ‘HaoTe Olot Twpa padis.
210 Ovopa Tov Inoov Xplotov, auny.
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