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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”
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Katabétw paptvpioa 611 100 ppewp@, To8 meuSick ket ot
véol eivar ameikovioels Tov facideiov Tov Ogov emi
6 IHG, oe OAy Tov TH SUVAUN Kl OpopPIA.

O Inoovg dpyloe Tov Tedevtaio Xpovo NG
Bvntrg (wrg Tov, evtatikomolwvTag TNV ekmai-
devon twv Anootohwv Tov. Av to prpvopd Tov
kat 1) ExkAnoia Tov empoketto va emPrwoovy
Ekeivov, émpeme va pumovv meploodtepa péca
otny kapdid 12 moAd kowvwv avBpwnwv mov Tov
yvwptiov pOAG 24 prveg.

Mia nuépa o Inoovg £yive paptovpag piog
@lovikiag petald Twv Awdeka Kat apyotepa pw-
toe: «Tt ov{nrovoarte... petald cagrIIpogavag
AUNXAVOL «OLOTNOAV»AEEL TO XPOVIKO. AAAA av-
TOG 0 peyahvTepog amd OAovg Tovg Sidaokalovg
avTIA@OnKe TIg oKéEYELS TNG KapdLag TovGKaL at-
004avOnke To MPWTO KOKKIVIOUA TNG TIPOCWTILKAG
vnepneavetag. Aowmov Ekeivog «mpookaldvtag
gva TadaKL. ...

»kat eine: Zag Staefatwvw, av dev emotpé-
YeTe, Kat yivete oav ta matddkia, Ogv Oa pmeite
ot Bactheio TwWV ovpaAVOY.

»OT0L0C, AOLTIOV, TATIELVWOEL TOV EAVTO TOV
oav avTo To TadAKL, AVTOG elval 0 HEYAADTEPOG
ot Bactheia TWV ovPAVDO VY.

Oa mpémel va onpelwdel OTL akopn Kat TpLY
amo TN yévvnon tov XpLoTtov, 1| amoxXalpETIOTN-
pla opthia Tov PactAid Beviapiv mepiedapPove
avTd 1o fabBVoTOXAOTO OXOALO Yl TNV TATEL-
vo@poohvn evog matdiov. Aéet: «O @uotkog
avBpwmog eivar exBpog Tov Ocov. .. kat Ba eiva,
O0TOVG QUWVEG TWV ALWVWY, EKTOG V... YIVEL AYLOG
péow g e§théwaong Tov Xplotod tov Kupiov, kat
yivet oav maudi, evOOTIKOG. .. TATEVOG. .. YEUATOG
ayamn... onwg éva audi [avtanokpivetat] otov
Tatépa TOL».
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Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,
my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We
quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
admire Him, but we don’t worship Him.”
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AoV, TPOPAVWG LITAPYOVV KATIOLEG VEAVL-
KEG avTIANyelg movdevrapotpuvovpe. ITpv and
elkooL TEVTE XPOVIA, O TOTE TPLWV ETWV EYYOVOG
Hov ddykwoe TNV TeVTaXpovn adeA@r| TOv 0TO
unpdtoo. O yaumpog pov, gpovritovtag ta
noudLa ekeivn T VOKTa, TavikoPAntog didake tnv
KOpPT TOL OAa Ta pabnpata mepi cvyxwpPHoews
7oV pnopovoe va okePOei, kataknyovrag oto
ovpumépacpa OTL 0 HkpOG adeA@og Tng mbavov
va unv nEepe kav mwg nrav £va Sdykwpa otov
Bpaxiova. AvTO TO KAKWG EVVOODUEVO TTATPLKO
OXOAL0 £@epe ATTOTENETA VLo TIEPITIOL €VaL, I0WG
EVAULOT) AETTO, WG OTOL AKOVOTNKE ia Kpawyn
nov £tpi&e o mapabupo tov madikod Swyatiov,
amd OToL 1 eyyovr) Hov fpepa pwvage: «Twpa
Eépewr.

Tt eivat Aotmdv avtd mov mpémet va dovpe
0TIG apeTéG NG Cwnig pioag opadag maudiwv; Ti
ATav autd mov ékave Tov idto Tov XptoTto va da-
KPUOEL, OTNV TILO TpLPepT| oknvr| o€ 6o to BifAio
tov Moppov; Tt didake o Inoovg, otav k&heoe
EMOVPAVIA PWTLA KAL TIPOOTATEG AyYEAOLG Vau
TEPIKVKAWOOLY gKeiva Ta Taudid, Tpootalovrag
TovG evnAikovg va «[dovv] Ta pkpd [Tovg]»;

Agv Eépovpe Tt wONoE OAa ALTA, AANA TIpETEL
Va IO TELW OTL EiYE VAL KAVEL [E TNV ayvOTNTA Kl
TV aBwoTNTA TOVG, TNV EUPVT TATELVOPPO-
obVN Toug Kat pe To Tiha pmopovoeva @épet 0N
{wn) pag, av tnv Statnpovoayte.

Tati ot nuépeg andyvwong xapaxtnpifovrat
Ao KATOLOV WG «HATAOTNTA paTaloThtwy»;IIng
YIVETAL Ol «HATALEG PAVTACIES KAL T] VTTEPTPAVELQL
TV TEKVWV TV avBpwnwv»va givat ot Aé&eLg
TIOL XapaKTNPICoVV TO HEYQ KAt EKTETAPEVO KTT)-
PLO TOCO TIVEVUATIKA VEKPO OTO Opapa Tov Agxi.
Kat ot Zwpaypiteg, avtr 1 opdda mov mpooevyo-
Tav 1000 1810TEAWG; I avtovg 0 ANpa gime: «Q)
O¢¢, [mpooevyovTal o€ oéva] pe To 0TOUA TOVG,
EVW £XOVV POVOKWOEL. .. Yl Ta HATALOL EYKO-
opLa.

Ev avtiféoel, vrapyet otidrimote yAvkvtepo,
ayvOTEPO 1] TATELVOTEPO Ao £va TTatdi TOV TPO-
oevxetay; Eival oav va eivat ot ovpavoi oo dw-
patio. O Oeo¢ kat 0 Xplotdg eivat tooo akndivoi,
aAld yla aAhovg apydTepa, 1 epmELpia Pmopel va
YIVEL TILO ETLPAVELAKT).

Onwg avépepe o IlpeaPitepog Pitcapvt
A.'EBavg mptv amo mepinmov 60 xpovia: «IToAhot
amd epdG OLOAOYOVHE OTL ElHAOTE XPLOTIAVOL,
Kat OpwG... dev Tov maipvovpe ota cofapd. ..
Tov oeBopaote, alld dev Tov akoAovBovye. ..
[TapaBétovpe ta Adyla Tov, alhé Sev {ovpe
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How different life could be if the world es-
teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.

But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.

Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
alone and unaided.

After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
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ovppwva pe avtdr.«Tov Bavpdlovpe, aAAd Sev
Tov Aatpebovpe».

1600 Stagopetikn Oa pmopodoe va eivar n
{wr), av 0 KOOHOG ekTIHoVOE ToV Inoov endvw
amnd to eminedo pag PEPnAng oepdg Pwpoloxtwv
KOTA Kapovg.

Opwg ta moudid mpaypatika Tov ayamovy
Kal auTr 1 ayanmn pmopei va petagpepOei kat oTig
dAAeg ox€oelg Toug otV Taudtkn xapd g (wng.
Katd kavova, akoun kat ota pkpotepa Xpovia
TOVG, Ta TAUdLA AyamohY TOC0 VKON, GLYXW-
pOVY TO0O0 VKON, YEAOLV TOCO ATOAAVOTIKA,
TIOL AKOUT KAl 1) TILO YuXpT), TLo OKANpT| kapdid
UTTOpEL Va AELWOEL

Aoy, o katdhoyog ovveyiCetal. Kabapo-
tnte; Epmotoovvn; ®dppog; Xapaktripads

ENdrte pali pov va dovpe v tametvoppoov-
V| evTiiov Tov eov Tov enédet&e Evag veapog,
TOAD ayamntdg @ilog pov.

2115 5 Iavovapiov 2025 —mptv anod 91 nué-
peg— otov Hotov Ntdptv T{OMv anoveunOnke n
Aapwvikn Iepoovvn kat xelpotoviiBnke Sidkovog
otnv ExkAnoia tov Inood Xptotod tTwv Ayiwv
Twv TeAevtaiwv Huepwv.

O'Hotov Aaytapovoe va Staveipel T HeTd-
Anyn tov Aeinvov tov Kvpiov and mévta. Opwg
QUTH 1] LEPT] OTLYHT OVVOJEVOTAV AT TOV TEPA-
oTlo @oPo 6Tt Ba amotTvyxave, 0TI Ba Eme@Te, OTL
Ba tov kopddevav 1 6TL Ba £pepve oe GVOKOAN
B¢om Tov eaVTO TOL KAl TNV OLKOYEVELL TOV.

BAénete, o' Hotov mdoxet amod pia omavia Kat
TOAD e§ovtwTikn acBévela, T ovyyevr puikn
dvotpogia Ullrich. H acBéveia €xet otadiaxd
Tpokaléoel Tpopepég SuokoAieg 0Tn veapr Tov
{wn), eV KaTAoTPEPEL TIG EATIIOEG Kat Ta Ovelpd
TOL Yl To puéANov. Zovtopa Ba PpiokeTal povipa
oe avannptko apa&idio. H okoyéveld tov Sev
UAQ Yl TO TL TOV TIEPIUEVEL HETA ATIO AVTO.

Tnv Kvpraxn petd tn xetpotovnon tov, o

‘Hotov enpokeito va daveipel Tn petdAnymn yia

mpwtr @opd. Kat 1o mpoowmikod tov kivntpo
nrav 6t Ba pmopovoe o idlog va mapovotioet
auTd Ta Lepd GVBOAA OTOV TTATEPA TOV, O OTIOIOG
fTav 0 EMOKOTOG TOL TOopEWS. ITpogTotpalovrag
aUTO TO £pYO0, £iXe TAPAKANETEL KL IKETEVOEL,
elxe KAAWeL Kal TapAKAAETEL, ATOOTIOVTAG TNV
VTOOXEOT OTL KAVElG,pa kaveig, dev Ba mpooma-
Bovoe va tov Pondnoet. Ita moAlovg Adyovg,
0L TIKOVG Yo TOV 1810, ETPETE VAL TO KAVEL AVTO
HOVOG TOL Kat Xwpig forOeta.

A@oV o 1ep€ag TEPAXIOE TO Ywpi Kat TO gv-
Aoynoe —oOUPOAO TOL CUVTETPIUUEVOL COUATOG
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body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving
his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
al post by which he could climb to a standing
position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
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Tov Xplotov- o Hotov, pe 1o 8ikd Tov ouvTe-
TPIHpEVO owpa yia va apalafet Tov dioko,
mnye xwAaivovtag yia va Adpet Tov dioko Tov.
Evtovtolg, vmrpxav tpia peydAa okalomdtia
amo To eTMIMESO TOV EVKTIPLOV OIKOV PEXPL TNV
vnepuywpévn e&€dpa. Etot, ago niripe tov Sioko
TOv, TeEVTWONKE 600 TEPLOTOTEPO PMOPOVOE KAl
TOonMoB£TNoE TOV 8i0KO TOL OTNV EMPAVELX EMAVW
OTNV KOLTIAOTH. TN OVVEYELa, kdBioe o€ éva amod
Ta VYNAOTEPA OKANOTIATLAL, Kal pe Ta SVo Xépla
¢ovpe 1o 8eki Tov TOSL TAvw 0TO TPWTO OKAAO-
nétt. Katomy éovpe 10 aplotepo tov modt oto
(10 okahomdtt kot 00Tw kabekng, péxpt mov, pe
KOTI0, avéPnke Kal Ta Tpiot okalomaTtia Kat Ppé-
Onke otnv kopven Tov dukov Tov EPepeot.

Meta ékave eAtypong o€ évav Sopko oTv-
Ao amo Tov omoio umopeoe va onkwel opbiog.
['vpioe kat rpe Tov dioko. Mepikd Pripata
aKOUN Kat 0TdBnKe UMPOOTA OTOV EMOKOTO, TOV
TATEPA TOV, 0 OTI010G pe dakpua va KVAovv and
Ta HATLAL TOV Kat va TANUppiCovy o mpdowmnd
TOV, £TIPETE VO OLYKPATHOEL TOV EAVTO TOV YlaL
va Unv aykaAldoel avtov Tov 1000 Bappakéo kat
moTto yvto. Kat o' Hotov, pe avakovgion kat éva
TAATD XAHOYEAO TTOL AMAWVOTAV OTO TTPOTWTIO
Tov, Ba pmopovoe kaAAota va met: «Ad&aoa [tov
TATEPA HOV. .. ] TO €pyo ToL [ekeivog pov édwate]
Va KAvw, To TEAEiwoa».

[Tiotn, agooiwon, ayvotnTa, ELMOTOCVV,
TIHT, Kat TEAKA, ayamn yia ekeivov Tov matépa
7oL TO00 emBvpoVOE Va EVXAPLOTHOEL AVTEG KOl
o dwdekdda AAAEG LOLOTNTEG KAVOUVEHAGETIONG
va ovpe: «OTMOLOG. .. TATEVWOEL TOV EAVTO TOV
oav avTo To TadAKL, AVTOG Elval 0 HEYAADTEPOG
ot Bactheia TWV oLPAVDO VY.

Aded@ég kat adel@ol kat @idot, aTny KopL Pt
TOV KATAAOYOV TWV TILO OHOPPWV ELKOVWYV TTOV
yvwpilw Bpiokovtat Ppéen, maudia kat véol, TOG0
€VOVVEIONTOL KAl AVEKTIUNTOL OG0 aTOl IOV
avagépape onpepa. Katabétw paptupia ot eivat
elkoveg Tov Pactleiov Tov @eob ov avBilet end-
vw otn I, og 0An Tov TN dOvapn kat opop@Ld.

Me 7o id1o mvevpa TG papTupiag, Sidw
paptupia 0Tt 0 T(OCep X otn vedTnTd ToL €ide
AUTA TTOV £imte OTL €i0e Kal CLVOIANOE e ekei-
VOUG [Le TOVG 0TroloVG eime OTL pilnoe. Katabétw
papTupio OTL 0 TAMEVOG Kat ayvog Pacoeh M.
NéAoov eivat 0 XELPOTOVNUEVOG KAl XAPLOUATIKOG
TpoPNTNG Kat PAénwv Tov Beov. [Ipoepxouevog
and pa {wn avayvwong, 8idw paptoupia 6Tt TO
BipAio Tov Moppov eivat to mio emPpaPevtikd
BiPAio ov éxw Srafaoel moTé kat o BoAoABog
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and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest- NG WKPNG KaTolkiag pov o€ éva PaciAelo pe
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true TOAAG owrpata. Aidw paptupia 6Tt 1 Lepoohvn
and bear witness of it in the name of the most Kat 1 Tpooegvxn anokabiotody Tn {wr pov - 1 te-
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and poovvn Tov XpLoTOD Kal OL TPOTEVXES TAG. EEPW
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful 61t 6Aa avtd eivar aAnBva kat yra avtod didw
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen. HAPTLPLA OTO OVOHA TOV TIO APOCLWHUEVOL KAl

TATELVOL OAWV TWV VWV TOL B0l —~Tov AAga
kat Quéya, Tov Meyalov Eyw, Tov Eotavpwué-
VOV, TOV TILOTOV PapTLPoG— OnAadn Tov Kupiov
Inoov Xpiotov, aunv.
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