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We want our children to believe in Jesus Christ,
belong to Jesus Christ and His Church through
covenant, and strive to become like Jesus Christ.

When our son Eli was in fourth grade, his
class set up a mock government where he was
elected by his peers to serve as class judge. One
day a sitting judge from the Utah Second Dis-
trict Court visited, put his official robes on Eli,
and then administered an oath of office for their
class. This ignited in Eli’s young, impressionable
soul a passion for studying law and the Lawgiver
Himself, Jesus Christ.

After years of diligent effort, Eli received an
invitation for an interview with one of his top
choices for law school. He pronounced, “Mom, I
was asked 10 questions. The final question was,
‘Where do you derive your moral compass?’ I
stated that throughout history humankind has
derived systems of morality by patterning their
lives from archetypes. The archetype of morality
I strive to pattern my life from is that of Jesus
Christ. I stated if all of humanity abided by
the teachings of Jesus Christ in the Sermon on
the Mount, the world would be a better, more
peaceful place” Then the interview ended, and
he thought to himself, “There go my childhood
dreams. No one in secular academia wants to
hear about Jesus Christ.”

Two weeks later, Eli was admitted with a
scholarship. Before committing, we visited the
campus. The law school looked like a castle and
was set high on a hill overlooking a beautiful
lake. Remarkably, as we walked through the mag-
nificent library and stately corridors, we found
on banners and carved in stone attributes from
the Sermon on the Mount.
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Vi onsker, at vores born tror pd Jesus Kristus, til-
horer Jesus Kristus og hans kirke gennem pagter og
straeber efter at blive som Jesus Kristus.

Da vores sen Eli gik i fjerde klasse, skulle
hans klasse lade som om, de var en offentlig
myndighed, og han blev valgt af sine kammerater
til at vaere klassens dommer. En dag kom en lokal
dommer fra Utahs 2. retsdistrikt pa besog, lagde
sin officielle kappe pé Eli og tog ham i ed for em-
bedet i klassen. Dette antaendte en passion i Elis
unge, pavirkelige sjel for at studere jura og selve
den store Lovgiver, Jesus Kristus.

Efter flere ars iheerdig indsats blev Eli invite-
ret til en optagelsessamtale for at komme ind pa
jurastudiet pa et af hans topprioriterede universi-
teter. Han sagde: »Mor, jeg blev stillet 10 sporgs-
mal. Det sidste spergsmal var: >Hvor har du dit
moralske kompas fra?« Jeg sagde, at menneske-
heden gennem historien har udledt moralske
systemer ved at forme deres liv ud fra arketyper.
Den arketype pa moral, som jeg straber efter at
forme mit liv ud fra, er Jesus Kristus. Jeg sagde, at
hvis hele menneskeheden adled Jesu Kristi leere
i bjergpraedikenen, ville verden vaere et bedre og
mere fredfyldt sted.« Sa sluttede interviewet, og
han taenkte ved sig selv: »Der rog mine barn-
domsdremme i vasken. Ingen i den akademiske
verden gnsker at hore om Jesus Kristus.«

To uger senere blev Eli optaget med et stu-
dielegat. Inden han accepterede tilbuddet, besog-
te vi campus. Jurabygningen lignede et slot og la
hejt oppe pa en bakke med udsigt over en smuk
so. Da vi gik gennem det storslaede bibliotek og
de preegtige korridorer, fandt vi bemzerkelsesvaer-
digt nok citater fra bjergpraeedikenen pa bannere
og indhugget i sten.
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The Sermon on the Mountis decisively the
most noteworthy discourse ever delivered,pio-
neering in its teachings. No other sermon can
help us better understand the character of Jesus
Christ, His divine attributes,and our ultimate
purpose to become like Him.

Lifelong discipleship of Jesus Christ begins
in our homes—and in Primary as early as 18
months of age. We want our children tobeliev-
ein Jesus Christ,belongto Jesus Christ and His
Church through covenant, and strive tobecome-
like Jesus Christ.

Believe in Jesus Christ

First, believe in Jesus Christ.

After the bread of life sermon, “many of [the
Lord’s] disciples” found it hard to accept His
teachings and doctrine, and they “went back,
andwalked no more with him.Jesus then turned
to the Twelve and asked a heart-wrenching ques-
tion: “Will ye also go away?”

Peter responded:

“Lord,to whom shall we go? thou hast the
words of eternal life.

“... We believe and are sure that thou art that
Christ, the Son of the living God”

As Peter demonstrated, belief is “to have faith
in someone or to accept something as true”’And
for our faith to lead to salvation, it must be
centered in the Lord Jesus Christ.“We ... exercise
faith in [Jesus] Christ when we have an assurance
that He exists, [an understanding] of His [true]
character [and nature], and a knowledge that we
are striving to live according to His will”

Our beloved prophet, President Russell M.
Nelson, declared, “Faith in Jesus Christ is the
foundation of all belief and the conduit of divine
power.”

How can we help children strengthen their
belief in Jesus Christ and access His divine pow-
er? We need to look no further than to our Savior
Himself.

“[The Lord] spake unto the people, saying:

“Behold, I am Jesus Christ. ...

“Arise and come forth. ...

“ .. The multitude went forth, and thrust
their hands into his side, and did feel the prints
of the nails in his hands and in his feet; and this
they did do, going forth one by one ... and did-
seewith their eyes and didfeelwith their hands,
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Bjergpraedikenener afgjort den mest bemeer-
kelsesveerdige praediken, der nogensinde er ble-
vet holdt,og leeren i den var banebrydende. Der
er ingen anden praediken, som bedre kan fa os til
at forsta Jesu Kristi karakter, hans guddommelige
egenskaberog vores endelige mal om at blive som
ham.

Livet som Jesu Kristi discipel begynder i
vores hjem - og i Primary allerede fra 18-ma-
neders alderen. Vi gnsker, at vores borntrorpa
Jesus Kristus,tilhererJesus Kristus og hans kirke
gennem pagter og straeber efter atblivesom Jesus
Kristus.

Tro pa Jesus Kristus

For det forste, tro pa Jesus Kristus.

Efter preedikenen om livets bred, »var der
mange af [Herrens] disciple,« der fandt det svert
at godtage hans lere, og de »forlod ham, ogde
fulgtes ikke mere med ham.«Jesus henvendte
sig sa til de tolv og stillede dette hjerteskarende
spergsmal: »Vil I ogsa ga jeres vej?«

Peter svarede:

»Herre,hvem skal vi ga til? Du har det evige
livs ord ...

vi tror, og vi ved, at du er Guds hellige.«

Som Peter demonstrerede, er tro »at neere
fast tillid til nogen eller at anerkende noget som
verende sandt.«Og for at vores tro kan fore til
frelse, ma den veere centreret i Herren Jesus
Kristus.» Vi udever tro pa [Jesus] Kristus, nar
vi har en vished om, at han eksisterer, har [en
forstaelse] af hans [sande] karakter [og veesen] og
en viden om, at vi straber efter at leve i overens-
stemmelse med hans vilje.«

Vores elskede profet, praesident Russell M.
Nelson, har erkleret: »Tro pa Jesus Kristus er
fundamentet for al tro og kanalen til guddomme-
lig kraft.«

Hvordan kan vi hjalpe born til at styrke
deres tro pa Jesus Kristus og fa adgang til hans
guddommelige kraft? Vi behgver blot at se pa
Frelseren selv.

»Herren talte til [folket] og sagde:

Se, jeg er Jesus Kristus ...

Rejs jer, og kom hen til mig ...

Og det skete, at meengden kom frem og stak
deres heender i hans side og folte naglemerkerne
i hans heender og i hans fodder; og dette gjorde
de, idet de kom frem en efter en ... og med deres
egne ojnesaog med deres egne henderfolteog
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and didknowof a surety and didbear record, that
it was he”

I invite you to ponder what this can look like
in the life of young children. Do theyheartesti-
monies of Jesus Christ and His gospel? Do they-
seereverential, worshipful images of His ministry
and godhood? Do theyfeeland recognize the
Holy Ghost testifying of His reality and divinity?
Do theyknowof His message and mission?

Belong to Jesus Christ and His Church

Second, belong to Jesus Christ and His
Church.

King Benjamin’s people experienced a
mighty change of heartand by covenant dedicat-
ed their lives to doing God’s will. Because of the
covenant they made with God and Jesus Christ,
they were “called the children of Christ, his sons,
and his daughters”As members of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we have a
covenantal responsibility to build His kingdom
and prepare for His return.

How can we help children make and keep
sacred covenants? In theCome, Follow Meman-
ual, in appendix A and B, we find conversation
starters and lessons that will empower families
and support teachers and leaders in their sacred
responsibility to prepare children for a lifetime
on God’s covenant path.

Become like Jesus Christ

Third, become like Jesus Christ.

In the Book of Mormon, the Savior admon-
ished His newly called disciples to emulate Him
as closely as possible: “What manner of men
ought ye to be? Verily I say unto you, even as I
am.

How can we help baptized and confirmed
children fulfill their covenantal responsibili-
ty to gather themselves and others unto Jesus
Christ?Lifelong discipleship requires us to “be ...
doers of the word, and not hearers only”

When extending invitations to the Lord’s
youngest disciples, please take every opportuni-
ty to lead them, guide them, walk beside them,
and help them find the Way.Counsel with these
precious little ones as they prepare to teach,testi-
ty,pray,or serveso they are confident and experi-
ence joy in fulfilling their responsibilities. Seek
inspired ways to help them come to know this is
their Church and they have a vital role to play in
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med vishedvidsteogaflagde vidnesbyrdom, at det
var ham.«

Jeg opfordrer jer til at teenke over, hvordan
det kan se ud for sma bern.Hererde vidnesbyrd
om Jesus Kristus og hans evangelium?Serde
aerbedige, bonlige billeder af hans tjenesteger-
ning og guddommelighed?Folerog genkender
de Helliganden, der vidner om hans eksistens og
guddommelighed?Kenderde hans budskab og

mission?

At tilhare Jesus Kristus og hans kirke

For det andet, tilhoret til Jesus Kristus og
hans kirke.

Kong Benjamins folk oplevede en meegtig
forandring i hjertetog viede ved pagt deres liv
til at udfere Guds vilje. Pa grund af den pagt, de
indgik med Gud og Jesus Kristus, blev de kaldt
»Kristi born, hans senner og hans dotre«.Som
medlemmer af Jesu Kristi Kirke af Sidste Dages
Hellige har vi en pligt, gennem pagt, til at opbyg-
ge hans rige og forberede hans tilbagevenden.

Hvordan kan vi hjelpe bern med at indga og
holde hellige pagter? I haeftetKom og folg migi
tilleeg A og B finder vi starthjeelp til samtaler og
lektioner, der vil styrke familier og stotte leerere
og ledere i deres hellige ansvar for at forberede
bern til et helt liv pa Guds pagtssti.

Bliv som Jesus Kristus

For det tredje, bliv som Jesus Kristus.

I Mormons Bog formanede Frelseren sine
nykaldede disciple til at efterligne ham sd meget
som muligt: »Hvad slags meend burde I derfor
vaere? Sandelig siger jeg til jer: Ligesom jeg er.«

Hvordan kan vi hjalpe bern, der er blevet
debt og bekrzftet, med at opfylde deres pagts-
ansvar for at indsamle sig selv og andre til Jesus
Kristus?Et liv som discipel kreever, at vi mé vaere
»ordets gorere, ikke blot dets horere.«

Nar I kommer med opfordringer til Herrens
yngste disciple, sa led dem, for dem, ga I med
dem, hjelp dem finde vej.Radgiv disse dyrebare
sma, nar de forbereder sig pa at undervise,vid-
ne,bedeeller tjene,sa de far selvtillid og oplever
gleede ved at udfore deres ansvar. Seg inspirerede
mader, hvorpa I kan hjelpe dem til at vide, at
dette er deres kirke, og at de spiller en afgorende
rolle for at bane vejen for Frelserens tilbage-
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preparing for the Savior’s return.

As Jesus Christ becomes the focus of our
lives, what we desire, and how we desire it, is
forever altered. Conversion changes everything!
It changes our nature “that we have no more dis-
position to do evil, but to do good continually”’It
changes how we spend our time, our resources;
what we read, watch, listen to, and share. It even
changes how we respond in a distinguished, aca-
demic, career-on-the line interview.

We need to infuse the Light of Jesus Chris-
tinto every corner of our lives.If we are not
testifying to the veracity of His premortal god-
hood,His divine mission,and His prison-bursting
Resurrectionin our homes and in every single
meeting of this Church, then our messages of
love, service, honesty, humility, gratitude, and
compassion can become nothing more than a
jaunty pep talk of thoughtful living. Without
Jesus Christ there is no power to change, no
purpose to aspire to, and no reconciliation of the
travails of life. If we become casualin our disci-
pleship of Jesus Christ, it could be catastrophic
for our children.

When we tell our children we love them, are
we also telling them that their Father in Heaven
and Savior Jesus Christ love them?Our love may
comfort and inspire, butTheirlove can sancti-
ty,exalt,and heal.

This Jesus should not be a fictional Jesus,or a
simplistic Jesus,or a bodiless Jesus,or a casual Je-
sus,or an unknown Jesus,but a glorified,omnipo-
tent,resurrected,exalted,worshipful,powerfulOnly
Begotten Son of God,who ismighty to save.And
as a young child in the Philippines compellingly
testified to me one day, “We are worth saving!”
In the sacred and holy name of Him “whom God
hath set forth to be [the great] propitiation,”Jesus
Christ, amen.
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komst.

Nar Jesus Kristus bliver vores fokus i livet,
er det, vi onsker os, og hvordan vi ensker det,
for evigt forandret. Omvendelse @endrer alt!

Den forandrer vores vasen, »sd vi ikke mere har
tilbejelighed til at gore ondt, men til bestandigt at
gore godt.«Den @ndrer, hvordan vi bruger vores
tid, vores ressourcer; hvad vi laeser, ser, lytter til
og deler. Den @ndrer endda, hvordan vi reagerer
i et fremtraedende, akademisk interview, hvor
karrieren er pa spil.

Vi ma indgyde Jesu Kristi lysi alle aspekter af
vores liv.Hvis vi ikke vidner om sandferdigheden
af hans forjordiske guddommelighed,hans gud-
dommelige missionog hans leenkebrydende op-
standelsei vores hjem og ved hvert eneste mode i
denne kirke, kan vores budskaber om keerlighed,
tjeneste, aerlighed, ydmyghed, taknemmelighed
og medfolelse ikke blive andet end en munter
peptalk om betaenksom levevis. Uden Jesus
Kristus er der ingen kraft til at eendre sig, intet
madl at straebe efter og ingen forlgsning fra livets
treengsler. Hvis vi bliver skodeslosei vores liv som
Jesu Kristi disciple, kan det blive katastrofalt for
vores born.

Nar vi fortaller vores bern, at vi elsker dem,
forteeller vi dem sa ogsd, at deres Fader i himlen
og vor Frelser Jesus Kristus elsker dem?Vores
keerlighed kan treste og inspirere, mendereskaer-
lighed kan helliggore,ophojeog helbrede.

Denne Jesus bor ikke vaere en fiktiv Jesus,el-
ler en forenklet Jesus,eller en legemslas Jesus,eller
en overfladisk Jesus,eller en ukendt Jesus,men
en herliggjort,almegtig,opstanden,ophojet,til-
bedt kraftfuldenbaren Sen af Gud,som ermeegtig
til at frelse.Og som et barn i Filippinerne en
dag overbevisende vidnede for mig om: »Vi er
veerd at frelse!« I det hellige navn, som tilhgrer
ham, der ved sit blod blev »til et sonoffer«,Jesus
Kristus. Amen.
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