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As we diligently seek to have charity and virtue fill
our lives, our confidence in approaching God will
increase.

My dear brothers and sisters, I am grateful to
speak to you today in this important general con-
ference. My eyes continue to get older. Thank you
for your understanding as I deliver my message.

We live in a day of great momentum in The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. I am
filled with joy as I see progress in so many areas.

I am especially inspired by our youth. They
are giving service in large numbers. They are
seeking their ancestors and performing ordi-
nances in the temple. Our young men and wom-
en are submitting applications for missionary
service in record numbers. The rising generation
isrising upas stalwart followers of Jesus Christ.

Recently I met a new great-granddaugh-
ter. When I contemplate the challenges she will
experience in her life, I feel a great desire to help
her build faith in Jesus Christ. Living His gospel
is essential for her future happiness.

She, like each of us, will face challenges.

We all will experience illness, disappointment,
temptation, and loss. These challenges can knock
our self-confidence. However, disciples of Jesus
Christ have access to a different kind of confi-
dence.

When we make and keep covenants with
God, we can have confidence that is born of the
Spirit. The Lord told the Prophet Joseph Smith
that our confidence can “wax strong in the
presence of God."Imagine the comfort of having
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Kdyz budeme pilné usilovat o to, aby nds zivot
naplniovala prava ldska a ctnost, poroste nase
sebediivéra ve chvilich, kdy se budeme obracet na
Boha.

Drazi bratfi a sestry, jsem vdécny, ze k vam
dnes mohu promluvit na této dilezité generalni
konferenci. Mé o¢i neprestavaji starnout. Dékuji
vam za shovivavost, zatimco budu pronaset své
poselstvi.

Zijeme v dobé, kdy vyvoj udélosti v Cirkvi
Jezise Krista Svatych poslednich dnt nabyva na
intenzité. Kdyz vidim, v kolika oblastech dosahu-
jeme pokroku, naplnuje mé to radosti.

Obzvlasté mé inspiruje nase mladez. Ve
velikych poctech slouzi druhym. Vyhledavaji
své predky a vykonavaji obrady v chramu. Nasi
mladi muzi a mladé Zeny posilaji prihlasky k
misionarské sluzbé v rekordnich poctech. Tito
mladi z dortstajici generacevyristajiv oddané
nasledovniky JeziSe Krista.

Nedavno jsem poznal svou novou pravnuc-
ku. Kdyz pfemitam o vyzvach, kterym bude v
zivoté celit, pocituji velikou touhu pomoci ji vy-
budovat si viru v Jezide Krista. Zivot podle Jeho
evangelia je nezbytny pro jeji $tésti v budoucnu.

Tato pravnucka bude, stejné jako kazdy z nas,
Celit tézkostem. My vsichni zakusime nemoci,
zklamani, pokuseni a ztraty. Tyto tézkosti mohou
otrast nasi sebedtivérou. Ucednici JeZiSe Krista
vSak maji pristup k jinému druhu sebedtvéry.

Kdyz uzavirame smlouvy s Bohem a dodrzu-
jeme je, miZeme mit sebediivéru zrozenou z Du-
cha. Pan fekl Proroku Josephu Smithovi, Ze nase
sebedivéra mize ,rasti... v ptitomnosti Bozi“
Predstavte si tu atéchu plynouci ze sebedtivéry v
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confidence in the presence of God!

When I speak of having confidence before
God, I am referring to having confidence in
approaching Godright now! I am referring to
praying with confidence that Heavenly Father
hears us, that He understands our needs better
than we do. I am referring to having confidence
that He loves us more than we can comprehend,
that He sends angels to be with us and with those
we love.l am referring to having confidence that
He yearns to help each of us reach our highest
potential.

Now, how do we gain such confidence? The
Lord answers this question with these words:
“Let thy bowels ... be full of charity towards all
men, ... and let virtue garnish thy thoughts un-
ceasingly;thenshall thy confidence wax strong in
the presence of God”

There’s the key! In the Lord’s own words,
charity and virtue open the way to having con-
fidence before God! Brothers and sisters, we can
do this! Our confidence can truly wax strong in
the presence of God, right now!

Let’s consider both charity and virtue.

First, charity. Two years ago, I called upon us,
as covenant followers of Jesus Christ, to be peace-
makers. I repeat what I said then: “Anger never
persuades. Hostility builds no one. Contention
never leads to inspired solutions.”

True charity towards all men is the hallmark
of peacemakers! It is imperative that we have
charity in our discourse, both public and private.
I thank those of you who took my previous coun-
sel to heart. But we can still do better.

The present hostility in public dialogue and
on social media is alarming. Hateful words are
deadly weapons. Contention prevents the Holy
Ghost from being our constant companion.

As followers of Jesus Christ, we should lead
the way as peacemakers. As charity becomes part
of our nature, we will lose the impulse to demean
others. We will stop judging others. We will have
charity for those from all walks of life.Charity
towards all men is essential to our progress.
Charity is the foundation of a godly character.

Let us plead with our Heavenly Father to fill
our hearts with greater charity—especially for

those who are difficult to love—for charity is a
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pritomnosti Bozi!

KdyZz mluvim o sebedtvére pred Bohem,
mam na mysli dvéru v to, Ze se na Boha muize-
me obracetprave ted! Mam na mysli pronaseni
modliteb s divérou, Ze nas Nebesky Otec slysi
a ze rozumi nasim potfebam lépe nez my sami.
Mam na mysli davéru v to, Ze On nds miluje vice,
nez dokazeme pochopit, a ze posild andély, aby
byli s ndmi a s témi, které mame radi.Mam na
mysli davéru v to, Ze si pfeje pomoci kazdému z
nas, abychom dosahli svého nejvyssiho potenci-
alu.

Jak tedy muzeme takovou sebedtivéru zis-
kat? Pan na tuto otazku odpovida témito slovy:
»Necht nitro tvé je... pIné pravé lasky viici viem
lidem... a necht ctnost zdobi myslenky tvé neu-
stale;potombude rusti sebedtvéra tva v pritom-
nosti Bozi.“

V tom je ten kli¢! Slovy Pana — prava laska a
ctnost oteviraji cestu k sebedtivére pred Bohem!
Bratfi a sestry, tohoto jsme vsichni schopni! Nase
sebedivéra miize opravdu rist v pritomnosti
Bozi, pravé ted!

Zamysleme se jak nad pravou laskou, tak nad
ctnosti.

Zaprvé — prava laska. Pfed dvéma lety jsem
nas jakozto smluvni nasledovniky Jezie Krista
vyzval, abychom byli mirotvorci. Opakuji, co
jsem tehdy rekl: ,Zloba nikdy nikoho nepiesvéd-
¢i. Nepratelstvi nikoho nepozveda. Svary nikdy
nevedou k inspirovanym fe§enim.*

Prava laska vici vsem lidem je charakteristic-
kym znakem mirotvorcii! Je naprosto nezbytné,
abychom byli naplnéni pravou laskou ve svém
vyjadfrovani na verejnosti i v soukromi. Dékuji
tém z vas, ktefi jste si mou predchozi radu vzali k
srdci. Ale stale se mizeme zlepsSovat.

Soucasné nepratelstvi ve vefejném dialogu
a na socialnich sitich je alarmujici. Nenavistna
slova jsou smrtici zbrani. Svary brani Duchu Sva-
tému, aby byl nasim stalym spole¢nikem.

Jakozto nasledovnici JeziSe Krista mame jit
druhym prikladem jako mirotvorci. Kdyz se pra-
va laska stane soucasti nasi prirozenosti, ztratime
nutkani druhé ponizovat. Prestaneme druhé sou-
dit. Budeme pocitovat pravou lasku k lidem ze
vsech spolecenskych vrstev.Prava laska viici vsem
lidem je nezbytna pro nas pokrok. Prava laska je
zakladem bozského charakteru.

Snazné prosme Nebeského Otce, aby naplnil
nase srdce vétsi pravou laskou — obzvlasté k tém,
k nimz muze byt tézké lasku pocitovat— nebot
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gift from our Heavenly Father for true followers
of Jesus Christ.The Savior is the Prince of Peace.
We are to be His instruments for peace.

Now, let us speak of virtue. The Lord tells us
to garnish our thoughtsunceasinglywith virtue.
Imagine the boost you will receive to any positive
thought when you enhance it with virtue. Virtue
makes everything better and happier! On the
other hand, imagine what will happen when you
add virtue to an impure thought, a cruel thought,
or a depressing thought. Virtue will drive away-
thosethoughts. Virtue will free you from anxious,
troublesome thoughts.

Brothers and sisters, as the world grows more
wicked, we need to grow increasingly pure. Our
thoughts, words, and actions need to be unfail-
ingly virtuous and filled with the pure love of
Jesus Christ towards all men. The great opportu-
nity before us is to become the people God needs
us to be.

Regular worship in the house of the Lord
increases our capacity for both virtue and charity.
Thus, time in the temple increases our confidence
before the Lord. Increased time in the temple will
help us prepare for the Second Coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. We do not know the day or
the hour of His coming.But I do know that the
Lord is prompting me to urge us to get ready for
that “great and dreadful day”

As we diligently seek to have charity and
virtue fill our lives, our confidence in approach-
ing God will increase. I invite you to take inten-
tional steps to grow inyourconfidence before the
Lord.Then, as we go to our Heavenly Father with
increasing confidence, we will be filled with more
joy, and your faith in Jesus Christ will increase.
We will begin to experience spiritual power that
exceeds our greatest hopes.

We are grateful to the Lord for the acceler-
ation of temple-building in recent years. Under
His direction, today we announce plans to con-
struct a temple in each of these 15 locations:

Reynosa, Mexico

Chorrillos, Peru

Rivera, Uruguay

Campo Grande, Brazil

Porto, Portugal

Uyo, Nigeria

San Jose del Monte, Philippines
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prava laska je dar od naseho Nebeského Otce ur-
¢eny pravym nasledovnikim Jezise Krista.Spasi-
tel je Knize pokoje.My mame byt Jeho nastrojem
k nastolovani pokoje.

Nyni se podivejme na ctnost. Pan nam rika,
abychomneustalezdobili své myslenky ctnosti.
Predstavte si, jakou vzpruhu ziska jakakoli vase
pozitivni myslenka, kdyz ji posilite ctnosti. Diky
ctnosti je vSechno lepsi a radostnéjsi! Na druhou
stranu si predstavte, co se stane, kdyz pridate
ctnost k myslence necisté, kruté ¢i depresivni.
Ctnosttakovémyslenky zazene. Ctnost vas osvo-
bodi od myslenek plnych obav a znepokojeni.

Bratfi a sestry, zatimco svét se stava stale zlo-
volnéjs$im, my se musime stavat ¢im dal ¢istSimi.
Nase myslenky, slova a skutky musi byt neustale
ctnostné a naplnéné cistou laskou Jezise Krista
vici vsem lidem. Naskyta se nam velika prile-
zitost — stat se takovymi lidmi, jakymi nas Buh
potfebuje mit.

Pravidelné uctivani Boha v domé Pané
prohlubuje nasi schopnost projevovat jak ctnost,
tak pravou ldsku. Cas straveny v chramu tudiz
posiluje nasi sebedtivéru pred Panem. Vice ¢asu
straveného v chrdmu ndm pomuize pripravit se
na Druhy pfichod naseho Spasitele Jezise Kris-
ta. Den ani hodinu Jeho prichodu nezname.Ja
vSak vim, Ze Pan mé nabada, abych nas naléhavé
vyzval k tomu, abychom se na onen ,veliky a
hrozny“ den pripravili.

Kdyz budeme pilné usilovat o to, aby na$ zi-
vot napliovala prava laska a ctnost, poroste nase
sebeduvéra ve chvilich, kdy se budeme obracet
na Boha. Vyzyvam vas, abyste podnikali védomé
kroky k tomu, abyste prohlubovalisvousebedii-
véru pred Panem.Kdyz pak budeme prichazet k
Nebeskému Otci s rostouci sebedtivérou, budeme
naplnéni vétsi radosti a nase vira v Jezise Krista
poroste.Zatneme pocitovat duchovni moc, ktera
bude presahovat nase nejvétsi nadéje.

Jsme vdécni Panu za to, jak se v poslednich
letech urychluje vystavba chramt. Na zakladé
Jeho pokynu dnes oznamujeme zamér postavit
chramy na téchto 15 mistech:

Reynosa, Mexiko

Chorrillos, Peru

Rivera, Uruguay

Campo Grande, Brazilie

Porto, Portugalsko

Uyo, Nigérie

San José del Monte, Filipiny
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Nouméa, New Caledonia

Liverpool, Australia

Caldwell, Idaho

Flagstaff, Arizona

Rapid City, South Dakota

Greenville, South Carolina

Norfolk, Virginia

Spanish Fork, Utah

I testify that Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of
Israel, leads this, His Church. He is preparing to
come again. May we likewise prepare to receive
Him. For this I pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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Nouméa, Nova Kaledonie

Liverpool, Australie

Caldwell, Idaho

Flagstaff, Arizona

Rapid City, Jizni Dakota

Greenville, Jizni Karolina

Norfolk, Virginie

Spanish Fork, Utah

Svéd¢im o tom, Ze Jezi$ Kristus, Vykupitel
Izraele, vede tuto svou Cirkev. Pfipravuje se na
to, ze znovu prijde. Kéz se i my pripravujeme na
to, abychom Ho prijali. O to se modlim ve jménu
Jezise Krista, amen.
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