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You are a beloved daughter of God, you are a
cherished son of God, and He has gifted you His
perfect, holy Son.

Gift Giving

Gift giving is a social custom that spans all
cultures, civilisations, and millennia. Through-
out time, people have given gifts to each other
to strengthen relationships, express love and
gratitude, and mark important events like wed-
dings, birthdays, and holidays. And humans are
not the only ones of God’s creations to give gifts
to each other! Among many other examples we
could point to, penguins are known to give shiny
pebbles to their prospective mates, and bonobos
(cousins of the chimpanzee) give fruit to expand
their circle of friendship.

What gifts have you given? Think of a time
when you found—or made—the perfect gift for
someone you love. You just knew the gift was
exactly what this loved one wanted and some-
thing they would treasure. What was the gift?
Was it for your mother? a friend? your child?

a teacher? your grandfather? How did you feel
when you found this gift? How did you feel when
you thought about this person you love opening
the gift? Similarly, when did someone giveyouthe
perfect gift, and what was it like to receive it?

My Father's Gift to Me

When I was about seven years old, living
with my parents in Arabia, a children’s film
calledChitty Chitty Bang Bangwas released. The
film is about a magical car that can drive itself,
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Jste milovand dcera BoZi nebo drahocenny syn
Bozi a Bith vam daroval svého dokonalého svatého
Syna.

Davani darku

Davani dark je spolecensky zvyk ve vSech
kulturéch, civilizacich a tisiciletich. JiZ od ne-
paméti si lidé navzajem davaji darky, aby posi-
lili vztahy, vyjadrili lasku a vdécnost a oslavili
dalezité udalosti, jako jsou svatby, narozeniny a
svatky. Lidé vSak nejsou jedini z Bozich stvoreni,
ktefi si navzdjem davaji darky! Mezi mnohé pri-
klady, které bychom mohli zminit, patfi tu¢naci,
o nichz je znamo, ze davaji svym potencialnim
partnertim lesklé oblazky, a bonobové (bratranci
$impanzi), ktefi si navzajem davaji ovoce, aby
roz§ifili okruh svych pratel.

Jaké darky davate vy? Vzpomenite si na
néjakou situaci, kdy jste opatfili - nebo vytvori-
li - dokonaly darek pro nékoho, koho mate radi.
Prosté jste védéli, ze onen dérek je presné tim, co
si vas blizky preje a ¢eho si bude vazit. Co bylo
onim darkem? Byl pro vasi maminku? Pritele?
Vase dité? Ucitelku? Vaseho dédecka? Jak jste se
citili, kdyz jste tento darek opatfili? Jak jste se ci-
tili, kdyz jste si predstavili, jak ona osoba, kterou
mate radi, tento darek otevira? Podobné, kdy dal
nékdo dokonaly darekvama jaké to bylo, kdyz jste
ho dostali?

Darek od mého otce

Kdyz mi bylo asi sedm let a zil jsem s rodici
v Arabii, byl natocen détsky film s nazvemChitty
Chitty Bang Bang. Tento film je o kouzelném
auté, které dokaze samo jezdit, plout po vode,
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float on water, and even fly! I knew that back
home in England they made a miniature toy car
just like Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, and oh, how I
wanted one! You could pull a lever, and the toy
car’s wings would pop out! My father went on a
business trip to England and asked if I wanted
him to bring anything back for me, and I told
him how very much I would like to have one of
those Chitty Chitty Bang Bang cars.

He came back from his trip, and no car ap-
peared. I was very sad and thought he must have
forgotten. But about 10 days later was my birth-
day, and a little package, beautifully wrapped,
was waiting for me. With great anticipation, and
hardly daring to hope too much, I opened the gift
and found my car. I was so happy that I cried. I
pulled the lever, and the wings popped out, just
like the car in the film! How I thanked my father
for this most treasured gift. I played with that car
for years and kept it for many more. I think my
dad loved giving me that car at least as much as I
loved receiving it.

Giving, Accepting and Opening, and
Receiving

We can think of gift giving as having three
parts to it:

Thegivingof the gift, where the giver selects,
makes, or prepares the gift and presents it to the
loved one. This involves thoughtful intention on
the part of the giver to give something meaning-
ful.

Theacceptingandopeningof the gift, when the
recipient accepts the gift from the giver—often
with expressions of surprise, gratitude, and ex-
citement—before opening it, sometimes untying
a bow and unwrapping the package to discover
what the gift is.

And then there is perhaps the most import-
ant part, thereceivingof the gift. To receive a gift
sincerely given is so much more than accept-
ing and then opening it. It is more, even, than
recognising the worth of the gift and expressing
gratitude to the giver. To truly receive a gift, we
come to value it for ourselves, put it to full use in
our lives, and then remember with thankfulness
the giver.

Receiving a gift is not passive but an in-
tentional and meaningful process that goes far
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a dokonce i létat! Védeél jsem, ze doma v Anglii
vyrabéji miniaturni auticko, které vypada pres-
né jako Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, a moc jsem
si ho pral! Stacilo zatahnout za packu a auticku
vyskocila kiidla! Tatinek se chystal na sluzebni
cestu do Anglie a zeptal se, zda bych chtél, aby
mi néco privezl, a tak jsem mu rekl, jak moc bych
si pral mit jedno z téch Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
auticek.

Kdyz se vritil, Zddné auticko jsem nedostal.
Byl jsem velmi smutny a fikal jsem si, Ze na to
asi zapomnél. Ale asi o 10 dni pozdéji jsem mél
narozeniny a ¢ekal na mé maly darek, nadherné
zabaleny. S velikym ocekavanim, ale radéji s ne
prili§ velkymi nadéjemi, jsem darek oteviel a
nasel v ném své auticko. Samym §téstim jsem se
rozplakal. Zatahl jsem za packu a kridla vysko-
¢ila, stejné jako u toho auta ve filmu! Velmi jsem
tatinkovi za tento nesmirné drahocenny darek
dékoval. Hral jsem si s tim autickem roky a mél
jsem ho jesté mnoho dal$ich let. Myslim, Ze tati-
nek mél pfinejmensim stejnou radost z toho, ze
mi ho mohl dét, jakou jsem mél ja z toho, ze jsem
ho dostal.

Darovani, prevzeti a otevreni, prijeti
Davani darkd l1ze rozdélit na tri dil¢i ¢asti.

Darovanidarku, kdy darce darek vybere,
vyrobi nebo pripravi a nasledné preda milované
osobé. To vyzaduje promysleny zamér ze strany
darce darovat néco hodnotného.

Prevzetiaotevienidarku, kdy si obdarovany
od darce darek vezme a Casto s vyrazem prekva-
peni, vdé¢nosti a nadseni jej za¢ne otevirat, pri-
¢emz nékdy musi také rozvazat stuhu a odstranit
balici papir, aby zjistil, co se skryva uvnitf.

A pak nasleduje mozna ta nejdutlezitéjsi
¢ast —prijetidarku. Pfijmout upfimné dany dar
znamena mnohem vice nez ho jen prevzit a
nasledné otevrit. Znamena to dokonce vice nez
jen si uvédomit hodnotu daru a vyjadrit vdé¢nost
darci. Mame-li dar skute¢né prijmout, musime
ho v plné mife povazovat za sviij, plné ho v Zivoté
vyuzivat a poté s vdé¢nosti pamatovat na darce.

Prijeti darku neni nic pasivniho - jedna se o
zamérny a védomy proces, ktery dalece presahuje
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beyond merely opening a package. To receive is
to appreciate and connect with both the gift and
the heart of the giver in a way that strengthens
the bonds between the giver and receiver. Think-
ing of that toy car brings back a host of golden
memories, as I feel once again my father’s deep
love and care for me, represented by that gift and
countless other generous acts.

Our Heavenly Father's Gifts

OurHeavenlyFather has innumerable gifts of
light and truth prepared to shower down on each
of us, His treasured children. They flow from our
Bounteous Giver like a wellspring in the wilder-
ness from His benevolent heart.“Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights”’In our covenant
bond with the Father, He is ever the Giver and we
the humble recipient.

The Greatest of All the Father's Gifts,
Through Which All Others Flow

But we could receive nothing without the
greatest of all the Father’s gifts, His beloved
Lamb, His Son, Jesus Christ. All of our Father’s
gifts flow from and are activated by the Saviour’s
willing offering in Gethsemane and on the cross
and His triumphant Resurrection.Jesus Christ,
our merciful Redeemer, is the supreme gift from
our Father of lights. “In the gift of his Son hath
God prepared [for us] a more excellent way”

One All-Encompassing Gift of Eternal
Truth

I would like to talk about one all-encompass-
ing gift of eternal truth that underpins our ability
to receive all else our Father desires to endow us
with—a vital gift of knowledge that, when fully
accepted and received deep in the soul, contextu-
alises the joys and hardships of life and our unan-
swered questions: It is thatwe really are God’s
children.That truth is breathtaking! Stunning!
And it is not figurative.

Imagine you are hearing this for the first
time! You really are His cherished daughter. You
really are His precious son. And the path you are
on is His plan of happiness. With His omniscient
love, He knows exactly who you were before you
were sent to earthand what you have experienced
so far in your mortal life, and He has mercifully
planned for your every tomorrow. And oh, how
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pouhé otevreni balicku. Pfijmout znamena vazit
si daru i srdce darce a navazat s nim spojeni zpu-
sobem, ktery posili vzajemné pouto mezi darcem
a prijemcem. KdyZ pomyslim na ono auticko,
vybavuje se mi spousta nadhernych vzpominek a
znovu pocituji tatinkovu hlubokou lasku a zajem,
jez onen darek i bezpocet dalsich $tédrych skutka
predstavovaly.

Dary od naseho Nebeského Otce

Néa$NebeskyOtec ma pripraveno nescetné
dart svétla a pravdy, které na kazdého z nas ze
svych drahocennych déti mtize vylit. Vyvéraji od
naseho $tédrého Daérce jako pramen na pousti
z Jeho dobrotivého srdce.,,V$eliké dani dobré a
kazdy dar dokonaly shury jest sstupujici od Otce
svétel.“V nasem smluvnim svazku s Otcem je On
vzdy Darcem a my pokornym piijemcem.

Nejvétsi ze vSech Otcovych dard, skrze
ktery plynou vSechny ostatni

Nic bychom vsak nemohli obdrzet bez
toho nejvétsiho ze vsech Otcovych dart - Jeho
milovaného Beranka, Jeho Syna Jezise Krista.
Viechny dary nadeho Otce plynou ze Spasitelovy
ochotné obéti v Getsemanech a na kfizi a z Jeho
vitézoslavného Vzkiiseni a jsou jimi aktivovany.
Jezi$ Kristus, nas milosrdny Vykupitel, je tim
nejvyssim darem od naseho Otce svétel. ,Darem
svého Syna [pro nas] Biih pripravil lepsi cestu.”

Jeden vSezahrnujici dar vécné pravdy

Réd bych zminil jeden vSezahrnujici dar vé¢-
né pravdy, o ktery se opira nase schopnost priji-
mat ve ostatni, ¢im nas nas Otec touzi obdarovat
- zivotné dulezity dar poznani, ktery, kdyz ho
plné prevezmeme a ptijmeme hluboko do duse,
uvadi radosti i strasti zivota a na$e nezodpove-
zené otazky do jasného kontextu. Timto darem
je to, zejsme skutec¢né déti Bozi.Tato pravda je
dechberouci! Ohromujici! A neni jen obrazna.

Predstavte si, Ze to slysite poprvé! Jste sku-
te¢né Jeho drahocenna dcera. Jste skute¢né Jeho
vzacny syn. A cesta, po niz kracite, je Jeho plan
stésti. Biih diky své vievédouci lasce vi pfesné,
kym jste byli, nez jste byli posldni na zemi,i co
jste jiz v tomto smrtelném Zzivoté prozili, a milo-
srdné pro vas pripravil i vSechny zittky. A velmi
si preje, abyste se k Nému jednou vratili a prijali
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He yearns to one day have you return to Him,
to receive the supreme intent of all His beautiful
gifts, eternal life with Him.

The question is not whether this gift of truth
is real but whether we will discover and receive
it. The gift has already been bestowed upon us by
the Father. The price for the ultimate purpose of
this gift has already been paid by the Saviour. But
if you have been taught this, said this, and sung
this truth for years, maybe theawesome wonderof
it has long since faded and you no longer feel its
power and peace.

If this priceless gift of understanding—and
all the goodness, peace, and hope that flow from
it—is left unaccepted, unopened, and unreceived,
what a terrible loss for us! What a sadness for the
Giver! “For what doth it profit a man if a gift is
bestowed upon him, and he receive not the gift?
Behold, he rejoices not in that which is given
unto him, neither rejoices in him who is the giver
of the gift”

I invite you to receive, either for the first
time or to a greater extent than ever before, the
magnificent realisation that you truly are God’s
beloved child. You must undo the bow, tear oft
the wrapping paper, open the box, and actively
receive with grateful humility a true, pure un-
derstanding of this foundational truth. The Holy
Spirit can bear witness to your heart that you are
indeed a child of the Most High.

When you welcome this majestic reality into
your very soul and feel both the comfort and
the thrill of it, your entire paradigm shifts! You
can feel His love, hear His voice, and recognise
His hand, no matter what is happening, or not
happening, in your life.You can redefine how
you see yourself and others. Your covenant bond
with your Saviour becomes even stronger, and
through the lens of this sweet gift, life takes on
new brilliance, beauty, and hope.

Please, will you pray to understand if you are
truly receiving this transformative knowledge
deep in your soul? Will you please accept the
gift? Will you do so more deeply, more freely,
more abundantly than you ever have before—and
in so doing be showered with all of those other
gifts that come with it?

Receiving This Gift of Eternal Truth

You may be wondering, “What do I have
todoto receive this gift from God?” Well, ac-
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ten nejvys$si zamér vSech Jeho nadhernych dart -
vécny zivot s Nim.

Otazkou neni, zda je tento dar pravdy sku-
tecny, ale zda ho objevime a pfijmeme. Tento dar
nam jiz Otec predal. Cenu za onen nejvyssi ucel
tohoto daru jiz zaplatil Spasitel. Ale pokud tuto
pravdu slychate, pronasite a zpivate jiz mnoho
let, je mozné, Ze onenuzasny zazraktohoto daru
jiz davno vyprchal a vy jiz nepocitujete moc a
pokoj, které z néj prameni.

Pokud onen neocenitelny dar porozuméni -
a vSechna dobrotivost, pokoj a nadéje, které z néj
plynou - zlistanou neprevzaty, neotevieny a ne-
pfijaty, pak je to pro nas obrovska ztrata! A jaky
to zal pro Darce! ,,Nebot co prospéje ¢lovéku,
jestlize je mu udélen dar, a on ten dar nepfijima?
Vizte, neraduje se z toho, co je mu dano, ani se
neraduje z toho, kdo je darcem daru.“

Vyzyvam vas, abyste prijali - bud poprvé,
nebo ve vétsi mife nez kdy dfive — ono velkolepé
poznani, Ze jste skute¢né milované dité Bozi. Mu-
site rozvéazat stuhu, strhnout balici papir, otevtit
krabici a aktivné ptfijmout s vdé¢nou pokorou
opravdové a ryzi porozumeéni této zakladni prav-
dé. Svaty Duch muze vasemu srdci dosvedcit, ze
jste vskutku ditétem Nejvyssiho.

Kdyz této velkolepé skute¢nosti umoznite,
aby vam vstoupila do nitra duse, a pocitite jak
utéchu, tak nadseni, jez z ni vyvéraji, pak se vase
vnimani svéta a sebe sama zcela zméni! Bude-
te moci pocitovat Jeho lasku, slyset Jeho hlas a
rozpoznavat Jeho ruku, bez ohledu na to, co se
ve vasem zivoté déje nebo nedéje.Budete moci
zménit to, jak nahlizite na sebe i na druhé. Vase
smluvni pouto se Spasitelem se jesté vice posili a
diky pohledu optikou tohoto nadherného daru
nabude va$ zivot nového lesku, krasy a nadéje.

Prosim, pomodlite se o to, abyste pochopili,
zda skute¢né prijimate toto proménujici poznani
hluboko do své duse? Prijmete prosim tento dar?
Budete tak ¢init intenzivnéji, upfimnéji a hojnéji
nez kdykoli dfive — a nechate pfitom na sebe vy-
lévat i vSechny ty dalsi dary, které s tim souviseji?

Prijeti tohoto daru vécné pravdy

Mozna si fikate: ,,Co musimudélat, pokud
chci tento dar od Boha ptijmout?“ Vlastné vitbec
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tually, nothing. It is a gift from the Giver. It is
simply a fact. Just let it in. YouareHis child. You
are beloved of Him. Do not complicate it. Do
not block the receiving of this gift with thoughts
that you are somehow undeserving. The reality
is none of us is “deserving”—all the Father’s gifts
are received only through the merits, mercy, and
grace of the Holy Messiah,but how His generous
heart longs for each of His children to receive
them! Then, as your new or renewed understand-
ing dawns on you, rejoice in thanking the Giver
of this gift.

Since finding my faith in my mid-20s, I have
awakened to the realisation that I truly am a son
of God. The more fully I internalise this gift, the
more keenly I know who I am and how com-
pletely I am loved. Some things that have helped
me grow in understanding are the words of
scripture, my patriarchal blessing, temple wor-
ship, serving others, expressing gratitude, and
sacred prayer with my Father. I marvel at how
earlier sorrow, pain, and grief in my life would
have been reframed, soothed, and much of it
overcome had I known this beautiful truth.

Come unto Christ and Receive

Moroni exhorts us to “deny not the gifts of
God” but to “come unto Christ, and lay hold
upon every good gift” You can come to Christ
with confidence in His loving-kindness and
receive all His gifts of joy, peace, hope, light,
truth, revelation, knowledge, and wisdom—with
your head held high, your arms outstretched,
and your hands open, ready to receive. And you
can receive these gifts because you are secure
and grounded in the knowledge that you are a
beloved daughter of God, you are a cherished son
of God, and He has gifted you His perfect, holy
Son to redeem you, justify you, and sanctify you.

Youarea child of God. This is not just a nice
song we sing.Will you please accept, open, and
receive this gift of knowledge and understanding
from Him? Will you hold it close as the precious
treasure it is? Re-receive this gift, or perhaps tru-
ly receive it for the very first time, and let it trans-
form every aspect of your life. This is the more
excellent way God has prepared for you through
the gift of His Son.You really are that you might
have joy!In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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nic. Je to dar od Darce. Prosté to tak je. Vpustte
to dovnitt.JsteJeho dité. On vas mé rad. Nekom-
plikujte to. Neblokujte pfijeti tohoto daru mys-
lenkami, Ze si ho z néjakého diivodu nezaslouzi-
te. Ve skutecnosti si ho ,nezasluhuje“ nikdo z nas
- vSechny Otcovy dary ziskavame jediné skrze
zasluhy, milosrdenstvi a milost Svatého Mesidsea
Jeho s$tédré srdce si velmi pieje, aby tyto dary pri-
jalo kazdé z Jeho déti. Pak, az vam v srdci zacne
svitat toto nové nebo obnovené porozuméni, s
radosti vyjadrete vdécnost Darci tohoto daru.

Od doby, kdy jsem priblizné ve 25 letech
nalezl svou viru, si stéle jasnéji uvédomuyji, ze
jsem opravdu syn Bozi. Cim vice tento dar pfi-
jimam do svého nitra, tim jasnéji vim, kdo jsem
a jak bezvyhradné jsem milovan. K tomu, co mi
pomaha riist v porozuméni, patti napriklad slova
pisem, mé patriarchalni pozehnani, chramové
uctivani, sluzba druhym, vyjadfovani vdé¢nosti
¢i posvatné rozmlouvani s mym Otcem v mod-
litbé. Rikdm si, jak by se zdrmutek, bolesti a Zal,
které jsem ve svém zivoté dfive pocitoval, promeé-
nily, zmirnily a z velké ¢asti vytratily, kdybych jen
znal tuto nddhernou pravdu.

Prijd'te ke Kristu a pfijimejte

Moroni nas nabada, abychom ,,nepopirali
dary Bozi" ale abychom ,,8li ke Kristu a chopili
se kazdého dobrého daru“Muzete prijit ke Kristu
s duvérou v Jeho milujici laskavost a prijmout
vSechny Jeho dary radosti, pokoje, nadéje, svétla,
pravdy, zjeveni, poznani a moudrosti - a to se
vzty¢enou hlavou, natazenyma rukama a ote-
vfenou narudi pripravenou pfijimat. A tyto dary
muzete pfijmout, protoze jste bezpecné zakotve-
ni v poznani, Ze jste milovand dcera Bozi nebo
drahocenny syn Bozi a ze Bih vam daroval svého
dokonalého svatého Syna, aby vas vykoupil,
ospravedlnil a posvétil.

Jstedité Bozi. Toto neni jen pékna pisen,
kterou zpivame.Prosim, prevezmete, oteviete a
ptijmete od Ného tento dar poznani a porozumeé-
ni? Budete ho povazovat za drahocenny poklad,
kterym je? Pfijméte tento dar znovu nebo ho
mozna skute¢né prijméte tplné poprvé a do-
volte mu, aby proménil kazdou stranku vaseho
zivota. Toto je ona lepsi cesta, kterou pro vas
Biih pripravil prostfednictvim daru svého Syna.
Ve skute¢nosti jste, abyste mohli mit radost!Ve
jménu JeziSe Krista, amen.
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