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Don't hide from those who will love and support
you; rather, run to them.

A couple of years ago, when I turned 12, I
was invited to attend my first Aaronic Priesthood
quorum overnight camp. This was a long-awaited
invitation, as my father was a quorum leader and
often went camping with the boys in the ward,
while I was left at home.

When the day came, I was excited. And I
must admit that I desperately wanted to fit in
with the older boys. I was determined to prove
myself. In that effort it wasn't long before I was
tested to see if I would play along and be part of
the group.

My assigned task was to get my father’s car
keys so a prank could be pulled on the leaders. I
don’t remember exactly what I said to convince
my dad, but I soon ran to the group of boys with
keys in hand, proud of my accomplishment.

Then came the next assignment. I was to
unlock the car door and wedge a stick between
the driver’s seat-back and the car horn. And I was
to lock the door so the horn would blare into the
evening without any way for the leaders to access
the car to remove the crude device.

Now, this is where the story turns painfully
embarrassing for me. Once I secured the stick
in place, I locked the door and ran as fast as I
could to hide in a nearby patch of bushes. As I
crouched down to the ground, I felt a searing
pain. In the darkness and in my haste, I had sat
upon a prickly pear cactus.

My screams of pain were drowned out by the
blaring horn, and I had no recourse other than
gingerly hobbling back to the car, confessing my
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Neschovavejte se pred témi, ktefi vam budou pro-
jevovat lasku a podporu; spise se k nim rozbéhnéte.

Pred nékolika lety, kdyZ mi bylo dvanact,
jsem byl pozvan, abych se zucastnil svého prv-
niho tabora kvora Aronova knézstvi spojeného s
pienocovanim. Slo o dlouho oc¢ekévané pozvéni,
protoze mtjj otec byl vedoucim kvora a ¢asto
jezdival s chlapci ze sboru taborit, zatimco ja
jsem ztstaval doma.

Kdy?z ten den nadesel, byl jsem nadseny. A
musim pfiznat, Ze jsem zoufale touzil zapadnout
mezi starsi chlapce. Byl jsem odhodlany to do-
kazat. Netrvalo dlouho a byl jsem postaven pred
zkousku, zda se nimi dopustim Zzertiku, a budu
tak soucasti skupiny.

Mym tkolem bylo ziskat tatinkovy klicky od
auta, abychom si z vedoucich mohli udélat legra-
ci. Uz si pfesné nepamatuji, co jsem rekl, abych
tatu presvédcil, ale brzy jsem bézel ke skupiné
chlapci s klicky v rukou, hrdy na sviij aspéch.

Pak priSel dalsi ukol. Mél jsem odemk-
nout dvefe auta a zaklinit klacek mezi opéradlo
sedadla ridice a klakson. A pak jsem m¢l dvere
zamknout, aby klakson troubil po cely vecer, aniz
by se vedouci mohli do auta dostat a ono primi-
tivni zafizeni odstranit.

V tomto okamziku se ptibéh pro mé stava
bolestné trapnym. Jakmile jsem klacek upev-
nil na misto, zamkl jsem dvere a utikal jsem co
nejrychleji schovat se do nedalekého krovi. Kdyz
jsem se prikrcil k zemi, ucitil jsem pal¢ivou bo-
lest. V té tmé a ve spéchu jsem si sedl na opunci-
ovy kaktus.

M¢ bolestné vykiiky prehlusovalo troube-
ni auta, a tak mi nezbyvalo nic jiného, nez se
opatrné dobelhat zpét k autu, vyznat své ,hrichy®
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“sins,” and seeking rudimentary and embarrass-
ing medical attention.

The remainder of that night, I lay on my
stomach in a tent while my father, using pliers,
removed the cactus spines from my ... well, let
me just say that I did not sit comfortably for sev-
eral days afterward.

I have reflected on that experience many
times. I can now laugh at the folly of my youth,
even as some underlying principles have become
clear to me.

Many patterns in human behavior seem to
be common in the natural man—the desire to fit
in, the desire to prove oneself, the fear of missing
out, and the compelling need to hide so we avoid
consequences. It is this final behavior I will focus
on today—hiding after we do something that we
should not.

Now, I am not equating my childish prank
with grievous sin, but we can draw some paral-
lels that may prove useful as we are tested in our
mortal sojourn.

In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had
an idyllic circumstance—an abundance of food,
the incomparable beauty of the garden—not only
a garden of beauty but a garden with neither
weeds nor prickly pears.

However, we also know that garden life
limited their needed progression. The garden was
not a final destination but a test, the first of many
that would prove, prepare, and allow them to
progress to their final destination of returning to
the presence of the Father and the Son.

You will remember that there was opposition
in the garden. Lucifer was allowed to try Adam
and Eve. He first tempted Adam to partake of the
fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
Remembering the commandment not to partake
thereof, Adam resisted. Then came blessed Eve,
who chose to partake of the fruit, convincing
Adam to do likewise.

Later, Adam and Eve declared that this de-
cision was necessary to fulfill Heavenly Father’s
plan.But by partaking of the fruit, they had
transgressed the law—a law given them direct-
ly from the Father. The resulting and crushing
understanding of good and evil must have left
them in anguish when they heard the voice of
the Father announcing His return to the garden.
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a vyhledat zakladni a nepfijemnou lékatskou
pomoc.

Po zbytek onoho vecera jsem lezel na brise
ve stanu, zatimco otec pomoci klesti odstranoval
kaktusové trny z mého... - no, feknéme, ze se mi
poté nékolik dni nesedélo pohodIné.

O tomto zazitku jsem pfemyslel jiz mnoho-
krat. Nyni se mohu posetilosti svého mladi smat,
kdyz uz jsem pochopil nékteré zakladni zasady.

Zda se, ze u prirozeného clovéka jsou bézné
mnohé vzorce lidského chovani - touha zapad-
nout, touha dokazat své schopnosti, strach z
toho, Ze néco promeskame, a nutkava potieba
skryvat se, abychom se vyhnuli nasledkéim. A
pravé na posledni zminéné se dnes zamérim —
skryvani se poté, co udélame néco, co bychom
neméli.

Opravdu nekladu rovnitko mezi svij dét-
sky zertik a tézky hrich, ale mizeme najit jisté
podobnosti, které se pri nasich zkouskach béhem
zivota ve smrtelnosti mohou ukazat jako uzitec-
né.

Adam a Eva méli v zahradé Eden idylické
podminky — hojnost jidla, jedine¢nou krasu
zahrady - a tato zahrada nebyla jen krasna, ale
nebyl tam ani plevel, ani opuncie.

Vime v$ak také, Ze Zivot v zahradé neumoz-
noval takovy pokrok, jakého Adam a Eva potfe-
bovali dosdhnout. Zahrada nebyla kone¢nym
cilem, ale zkouskou, prvni z mnoha, ktera je méla
provérit, pripravit a umoznit jim pokrocit k jejich
kone¢nému cili — navratu do pritomnosti Otce a
Syna.

Jisté si vzpominate, Ze i v zahradé byli Adam
a Eva vystaveni protivenstvi. Luciferovi bylo do-
voleno je zkouset. Nejprve k tomu, aby pojed] z
ovoce stromu poznani dobra a zla, pokousel Ada-
ma. Adam pamatoval na prikazani, ze z ného jist
nemaji, a pokuseni odolal. Poté prisla pozehnana
Eva, ktera se rozhodla z ovoce pojist a presvédcila
Adama, aby ucinil totéz.

Pozdéji Adam a Eva prohlasili, Ze toto
rozhodnuti bylo nezbytné k naplnéni planu
Nebeského Otce.Ale tim, ze toto ovoce pojedli,
prestoupili zakon — zakon, ktery jim dal pfimo
Otec. Vysledné zdrcujici porozuméni dobru a zlu
je muselo ve chvili, kdy uslyseli hlas Otce ozna-
mujici Jeho navrat do zahrady, naplnit tzkosti.
Uvédomili si, Ze jsou nazi, nebot vskutku neméli
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They realized they were naked, for they were
indeed without clothing, having lived in a state
of innocence.But perhaps more painful than
their being without clothing in that moment,
they were now exposed for their transgression.
They were defenseless and vulnerable. They were
naked in every sense of the word.

Ever the opportunist, Lucifer, knowing their
exposed and weakened state, tempted them yet
again—this time to hide from God.

This temptation—I will call it the “second
temptation”—is the temptation that may bring
the greatest consequence if we succumb. Surely,
to avoid all first temptations to break God’s law is
optimal, but we know that all will succumb to a
variety of first temptations here on earth. As we
progress in our maturity and understanding, we
hope that our strength to avoid first temptations
will continually improve as we strive to become
more like our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Some might attempt to hide from God
because they don’t want to be discovered or
exposed, and they feel shame or guilt. However,
numerous scriptures teach us that hiding from
God is impossible. I'll share just a few.

The Lord teaches Jeremiah through the fol-
lowing questions: “Can any hide himself in secret
places that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do
not I fill heaven and earth?”

And Job is taught:

“For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and
he seeth all his goings.

“There is no darkness, nor shadow of death,
where the workers of iniquity may hide them-
selves”

The psalmist David most poetically exclaims:

“O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known
me.

“Thou knowest my downsitting and mine
uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.

“For there is not a word in my tongue, but,
lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether. ...

“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whith-
er shall I flee from thy presence?

“If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if
I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there”

New Converts

For those who have recently joined The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the
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odév, protoze zili ve stavu nevinnosti.Ale mozna
jeste bolestivéjsi nez to, ze byli v oné chvili bez
obleceni, byla skute¢nost, Ze nyni byl odhalen
jejich prestupek. Byli bezbranni a zranitelni. Byli

nazi v kazdém slova smyslu.

Vzdy vypocitavy Lucifer, ktery védél, ze jsou
odhaleni a oslabeni, je pokousel znovu - tento-
krat, aby se pred Bohem skryli.

Toto pokuseni - budu ho nazyvat ,,druhym
pokusenim® - je pokusenim, které mtize mit
ty nejvetsi nasledky, pokud mu podlehneme.
Nepochybné je idealni vyhnout se vSem prvnim
pokusenim porusit Bozi zdkon, ale vime, Ze zde
na zemi podlehnou riznym prvnim pokusenim
vsichni. Doufame, Ze jak budeme postupné zrat a
ziskavat porozumeéni, nase sila vyhybat se prvnim
pokusenim bude neustale rtst, zatimco se bude-
me snazit stat vice takovymi, jako je nas Spasitel
Jezis$ Kristus.

Neéktefi se mozna pokouseji skryvat pred
Bohem, protoze nechtéji byt odhaleni a pocituji
hanbu nebo vinu. Mnohé pasaze z pisem nas
vSak uci tomu, ze skryt se pfed Bohem je nemoz-
né. O nékteré se s vami podélim.

Pan udi JeremidsSe témito otazkami: ,,Zdaz se
ukryje kdo v skrysich, abych ja ho neshlédlI? di
Hospodin. Zdaliz nebe i zemé jd nenapliuji? di
Hospodin.*

A Job je ucen:

»Nebo o¢i jeho hledi na cesty ¢lovéka, a vsec-
ky kroky jeho on spatiuje.

Nenit zadnych temnosti, ani stinu smrti,
kdez by se skryli ¢initelé nepravosti.”

Zalmista David nanejvys poeticky zvolava:
»Hospodine, ty jsi mne zkusil a seznal.

Ty zna$ sednuti mé i povstani mé, rozumis
mysleni mému zdaleka. ...

Nez je$té mam na jazyku slovo, aj, Hospodi-
ne, ty to vSecko vis. ...

Kamz bych zadel od ducha tvého? Aneb kam
bych pred tvari tvou utekl?

Jestlize bych vstoupil na nebe, tam jsi ty; pak-
li bych sobé ustlal v hrobg, aj, ptitomen jsi.“

Nové obraceni

Tém, kteti do Cirkve Jezise Krista Svatych
poslednich dni vstoupili teprve nedavno, mize
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second temptation may seem particularly chal-
lenging. Through your baptism you have cove-
nanted to take upon yourself the name of Jesus
Christ, which for many includes a needed change
of lifestyle. Changing one’s lifestyle is not easy.
Often it requires you to change habits and prac-
tices and even associations to progress toward
your loving Heavenly Father.

The adversary knows that you may be vul-
nerable to his subtle attacks. He will make your
past life, which left you unsatisfied in so many
ways, now seem unrealistically attractive. The
accuser, as he is called in the book of Revela-
tion,will tempt you with thoughts that sound like
this: “You aren’t strong enough to change your
life; you can’t do this; you don’t belong with these
people; they will never accept you; you are too
weak.”

If these thoughts seem to ring true to you
who are newly planted on the covenant path, we
plead with you not to heed the accuser’s voice.
We love you; you can do it; we accept you; and
with the Savior, you will have strength to do all.
At a time when you need our love and support
the most, don’t be deceived into thinking that we
will reject you if you take a step back into your
prior lifestyle. Through the matchless power
of the Atonement of Jesus Christ, you can be
made whole again. But if you hide from Him
and distance yourself from your newfound faith
community, you distance yourself from the very
source that can and will give you the strength to
overcome.

A dear friend of mine, a recent convert,
shared how difficult it is to sustain faith in iso-
lation. There is great strength in becoming and
remaining part of a supportive community—all
stumbling yet progressing while blessed by the
love of Jesus Christ.

President Russell M. Nelson has taught that
“overcoming the world is not an event that hap-
pens in a day or two. It happens over a lifetime as
we repeatedly embrace the doctrine of Christ. We
cultivate faith in Jesus Christ by repenting daily
and keeping covenants that endow us with pow-
er. We stay on the covenant path and are bless-
ed with spiritual strength, personal revelation,
increasing faith, and the ministering of angels.”

If you incur a physical injury, your condition
will deteriorate and may become life-threaten-
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odolat druhému pokuseni pripadat obzvlasté
obtizné. Prostfednictvim kitu jste se smluvné
zavazali, Ze na sebe vezmete jméno Jezise Kris-
ta, coz pro mnohé zahrnuje nezbytnou zménu
zivotniho stylu. Zménit Zivotni styl neni snadné.
Casto to vyzaduje, abyste zménili své zvyky a
navyky, a dokonce i to, s kym se stykate, abyste
mohli postupovat smérem k milujicimu Nebes-
kému Otci.

Protivnik vi, Ze mizete byt vici jeho ra-
finovanym tutokdm zranitelni. Zpisobi, Ze
vas drivéjsi zivot, ve kterém jste byli v mnoha
ohledech nespokojeni, se nyni bude zdat nereali-
sticky ptitazlivy. Zalobnik, jak je nazvan v knize
Zjeveni,vas bude pokouset myslenkami, které
fikaji napfiklad toto: ,Nejsi dost silny na to, abys
zménil sviij Zivot; nedokazes to; nepatfis mezi
tyto lidi; nikdy té nepfijmous; jsi prilis slaby.”

Pokud se vam, ktefi jste pravé vstoupili na
cestu smlouvy, zdaji tyto myslenky pravdivé,
snazné vas prosime, abyste hlasu onoho Zalobni-
ka nedbali. Mame vas radi; zvladnete to; pfijima-
me vas; a se Spasitelem budete mit silu zvladnout
vse. V dobé, kdy nasi lasku a podporu potrebu-
jete nejvice, se nenechte oklamat myslenkami,
ze vas odmitneme, pokud se navratite ke svému
predchozimu zpusobu Zivota. Prostiednictvim
nesrovnatelné moci Usmireni JeziSe Krista maze-
te byt znovu uzdraveni. Ale pokud se pred Nim
skryvate a vzdalujete se od svého nové nalezené-
ho spolecenstvi véricich, vzdalujete se tim i od
samotného zdroje, ktery vam mize dat a da silu
to prekonat.

Jeden muj drahy ptitel, nedavno obraceny,
se mi svéril, jak tézké je udrzet si viru, kdyz jste
sami. Kdyz se staneme a kdyz zistdvame soucasti
podpiirného spolecenstvi — kde vsichni klopytaj,
ale dosahuji pokroku a jsou pozehnani laskou
Jezise Krista — spociva v tom velika sila.

President Russell M. Nelson u¢il, Ze ,,ptemo-
zeni svéta neni udalost, ktera probéhne béhem
jednoho nebo dvou dnii. Probihd po cely Zivot,
zatimco znovu a znovu prijimame nauku Kris-
tovu. Zuslechtujeme viru v Jezise Krista tim, Ze
kazdy den ¢inime pokani a dodrzujeme smlouvy,
které nas obdarovavaji moci. Zistavame na cesté
smlouvy a jsme pozehnani duchovni silou, osob-
nim zjevenim, prohlubujici se virou a sluzbou
andélu.”

Pokud si privodite fyzické zranéni a nevy-
hledate fadnou lékarskou pomoc, vas stav se
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ing if you don't seek proper medical attention.
That is true for spiritual wounds as well. Only,
untreated spiritual wounds may threaten your
eternal salvation. Don't hide from those who will
love and support you; rather, run to them. Good
bishops, branch presidents, and leaders can help
you access the healing power of the Atonement
of Jesus Christ.

To those who may be in hiding, we implore
you to come back. You need what the gospel and
the Atonement of Jesus Christ offer, and we need
what you offer. God knows your sins; you cannot
hide from Him. Reconcile yourself before Him.

As His Saints, each of us must foster a culture
of belonging in the Church that is loving, accept-
ing, and encouraging of all who desire to prog-
ress along His path.

Beware this second temptation! Follow the
counsel of prophets both ancient and modern
and know that you cannot hide from a loving
Father.

Instead, avail yourself of the miraculous heal-
ing power of the Atonement of Jesus Christ. This
is the very purpose of our existence—to obtain a
weakened and mortal body that is “subject to all
manner of infirmities”and that will succumb to,
sadly, many first temptations; to progress even
when we fall to these temptations; and to seek
divine help after doing so, that we might become
more like our Savior and our Father in Heaven.
It is His way. It is the only way. Of these truths I
testify in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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zhorsi a muZe se stat Zivot ohrozujicim. To plati i
pro zranéni duchovni. S tim rozdilem, Ze nelé-
¢ené duchovni rany mohou ohrozit vase vé¢né
spaseni. Neschovavejte se pred témi, ktefi vam
budou projevovat lasku a podporu; spise se k nim
rozbéhnéte. Dobii biskupové, presidenti odbocek
a vedouci vam mohou pomoci ziskat pristup k
uzdravujici moci Usmifeni Jezise Krista.

Vas, ktefi se mozna skryvate, prosime, abyste
se vratili. Vy potfebujete to, co nabizi evangelium
a Usmifenti Jezi$e Krista, a my potiebujeme to,
co nabizite vy. Bih znd vase hrichy, nemuzete se
pfed Nim skryt. Smifte se s Nim.

Kazdy z nas jakozto Jeho Svaty musi v Cirkvi
péstovat kulturu soundlezZitosti tim, Ze bude mit
rad vSechny, ktefi si preji kracet kupfedu po Jeho
cesté, a bude je prijimat a povzbuzovat.

Vyvarujte se tohoto druhého pokugeni! Ridte
se radami davnych i novodobych proroki a vézte,
ze pred milujicim Otcem se nemuiZete skryt.

Misto toho vyuzivejte zazracnou uzdravujici
moc Usmifeni Jezi$e Krista. Toto je pravy ucel
nasi existence — ziskat oslabené a smrtelné télo,
které je poddano ,vSelikym slabostem®“a které
nanestésti podlehne mnoha prvnim pokusenim;
a dosahovat pokroku, i kdyz témto pokusenim
podléhame; a poté usilovat o bozskou pomoc,
abychom se mohli stat vice takovymi, jako je nas
Spasitel a nas Otec v nebi.To je Jeho cesta. A je
to ta jedina cesta. O téchto pravdach svéd¢im ve
jménu Jezise Krista, amen.
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