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The real destination of discipleship is literally to
become as Jesus Christ is.

President Russell M. Nelson recently invited
us to “make our discipleship our highest prior-
ity” That powerful invitation has stirred me to
ponder deeply about my personal discipleship of
Jesus Christ.

Discipleship Is Deliberate

A disciple is a follower or student of another.
Disciples are “apprentices” who devote their lives
to becoming like their teacher. Thus, being a dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ implies more than believing
His teachings and doctrine. It even implies more
than acknowledging His divinity and accepting
Him as our Savior and Redeemer, as vitally im-
portant as that is.

President Dallin H. Oaks explained: “Follow-
ing Christ is not a casual or occasional practice.
It is a continuous commitment and way of life
that should guide us at all times and in all plac-
es”Discipleship is a deliberate journey that we
take to become transformed through the Lord’s
atoning sacrifice and His enabling power. The
real destination of discipleship is literally to be-
come as Jesus Christ is—even to the point where
we receive “his image in [our] countenances.”

To be the Lord’s disciples, we must inten-
tionally imitate His thoughts and actions every
day—for example, His obedience, humility, and
patience. As we gradually incorporate these
attributes into our own identities, we become
“partakers of [His] divine nature” This emula-
tion of the Savior’s character is at the heart of
worshipping Him. As President Nelson taught,
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Skutecnym cilem ucednictvi je stdt se doslova tako-
vymi, jako je JeZis Kristus.

President Russell M. Nelson nds nedavno
vyzval, abychom své ,,ucednictvi [ucinili svou]
nejvyssi prioritou®. Tato mocna vyzva mé pod-
nitila k tomu, abych hluboce pfemital o svém

vIYe

osobnim ucednictvi ve vztahu k Jezisi Kristu.
UcCednictvi je zamérné

Ucednik je nasledovnikem neboli studen-
tem nékoho druhého.Ucednici jsou ,u¢ni, ktefi
zasvécuji sviij Zivot tomu, aby se stali takovymi,
jako je jejich ucitel. Byt ucednikem Jezise Kris-
ta tedy znamena vice nez jen vértit Jeho uceni a
nauce. Dokonce to znamend vice nez jen uznat
Jeho bozskost a prijmout Ho jako svého Spasitele
a Vykupitele, jakkoli zivotné dulezité to je.

President Dallin H. Oaks vysvétlil: ,Nasle-
dovani Krista neni néjaka nahodila nebo prilezi-
tostna ¢innost. Je to trvaly zavazek a zpusob Zi-
vota, ktery nas ma vést vzdy a vSude.“Ucednictvi
je védoma cesta, po niz se vydavame, abychom
byli proménéni prostfednictvim Panovy smirné
obéti a Jeho uschopnujici moci. Skute¢nym cilem
ucednictvi je stat se doslova takovymi, jako je
Jezi$ Kristus - a to az do té miry, Ze pfijmeme
»obraz jeho do své tvare®.

Abychom byli Panovymi u¢edniky, musime
se kazdy den zamérné ridit Jeho prikladem v
myslenkach a skutcich - naptiklad Jeho poslus-
nosti, pokorou a trpélivosti. Kdyz tyto vlastnosti
postupné uc¢inime soucasti své identity, staneme
se podilniky Jeho bozské podstaty.Napodobovani
Spasitelova charakteru je podstatou toho, jak Ho
uctivame. Jak uc¢il president Nelson: ,,N4as obdiv
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“Our adoration of Jesus is best expressed by our
emulation of Jesus.”

The Sign of True Discipleship

Of all the many divine attributes of Jesus
Christ we are to emulate, one stands preeminent
and embodies all others. That attribute is His
pure love, or charity. Both the prophet Mormon
and the Apostle Paul remind us that without
charity, “[we] are nothing”Or, as revealed to the
Prophet Joseph Smith, without “charity, [we]
candonothing”

The Savior Himself identified love as a mark
or sign by which His true disciples would be
recognized when He declared:

“A new commandment I give unto you, That
ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye
also love one another.

“Bythis shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another”

Charity is a rich concept that can be diffi-
cult to define but is easily perceived by all who
are touched by it.Preach My Gospelteaches that
“charity, like faith, leads to action”Indeed, charity
may be described as “love in action.” This de-
scription provides great insight into the summa-
ry statement of the Savior’s life—He “went about
doing good.”

As followers of Jesus Christ, we should seek
to emulate the way our Master demonstrated His
pure love for others. Although the Savior mani-
fests charity in many ways, I would like to call at-
tention to three particular patterns of His charity
that are readily seen in His true disciples.

Charity Is Showing Compassion

First, the Savior showed charity by being
compassionate. During His ministry among the
Nephites, as recorded in the Book of Mormon,
the Lord invited the people to return home and
ponder on the things He had taught and to pre-
pare for His return the following day.The record
then states:

“They were in tears, and did look steadfastly
upon him as if they would ask him to tarry a little
longer with them.

“And he said unto them: Behold, my bowels
are filled with compassion towards you.”

Compassion is the portion of charity that
seeks to alleviate suffering.Filled with com-
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k Jezisovi lze nejlépe vyjadrit tim, Ze Jej budeme
napodobovat.®

Znameni pravého ucednictvi

Ze vsech mnoha bozskych vlastnosti Jezise
Krista, které mame napodobovat, jedna vynika a
zahrnuje vSechny ostatni. Touto vlastnosti je Jeho
¢ista laska neboli prava laska. Prorok Mormon i
apostol Pavel nam pripominaji, Ze bez pravé lasky
nejsme ni¢im.Neboli, jak bylo zjeveno Proroku
Josephu Smithovi, bez pravé lasky nemtzeme
LHudinitinic®

Sam Spasitel oznacil lasku za znameni neboli
symbol, podle néhoz budou poznani Jeho pravi
ucednici, kdyz prohlasil:

»Prikdzani nové davam vam, abyste se milo-
vali vespolek; jakoz ja miloval jsem vis, abyste i
vy milovali jeden druhého.

Po tomt poznaji vsickni, ze jste moji ucedlni-
ci, budete-li miti lasku jedni k druhym.“

Prava laska je obsahly pojem, ktery miize byt
obtizné definovat, ale snadno jej pochopi kazdy,
kdo ji pociti. PtiruckaKazte evangelium méuci
tomu, Ze ,,prava laska, stejné jako vira, vede k ¢i-
nim*“.Pravou lasku lze vskutku popsat jako ,lasku
vyjadrenou skutky®. Tento popis ndm umoznuje
hloubéji porozumét sloviim, ktera shrnuji Spasi-
teltiv Zivot: ,,Chodil, dobfe ¢iné.“

Jako nasledovnici Jezise Krista mame usilo-
vat o napodobovani toho, jak nas Mistr projevo-
val ¢istou lasku, kterou choval k druhym. Ackoli
Spasitel projevuje pravou lasku mnoha zpisoby,
rad bych upozornil na tfi konkrétni zptisoby
projevovani pravé lasky, které Ize u Jeho pravych
ucednikt snadno rozpoznat.

Prava laska projevuje soucit

Zaprvé — Spasitel projevoval pravou lasku
tim, Ze byl soucitny. Jak je zaznamenano v Knize
Mormonove, Pan béhem svého ptisobeni mezi
Nefity vyzval lid, aby se vratil domt a pfemital
o tom, cemu byl ucen, a aby se pripravil na Jeho
navrat nasledujiciho dne.V zaznamu se dale
uvadi:

»Spatfil, Ze placi a upfené na né¢ho hledi, jako
by ho chtéli prositi, aby s nimi ziistal jesté chvili.

A on jim pravil: Vizte, nitro mé je naplnéno
soucitem vuci vam.“

Soucit je ta ¢ast pravé lasky, ktera usiluje
o zmirnovani utrpeni.Pan, naplnén soucitem,
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passion, the Lord healed the sick and afflicted
among the people. Afterward, He blessed their
children while angels descended from heaven
and surrounded them.He performed these ten-
der, loving acts, and many more, because He was
“moved with compassion.”

While serving as a young missionary in
South America, I likewise benefited from the
compassion of a dear friend. One evening while
I was driving with my companion to the home
of our mission president, a young man on a
bicycle turned suddenly in front of the vehicle.

It happened so quickly that I could not avoid the
collision. Tragically, this young man was killed
by the impact. I was devastated over the loss of
his life. Terrified and in shock as the awful reality
of what had just occurred crashed down upon
me, I was taken to jail and locked up.I have never
felt more frightened and alone. I was filled with
despair and fear that I would be imprisoned for
the rest of my life.

A fellow missionary, Elder Brian Koche-
var, learned of the accident and was moved by
compassion. He came to the jail and pled with
the officers to be allowed to stay with me in the
cell so that I would not be alone. Miraculously,
they agreed. To this day, I feel profound gratitude
for this disciple’s act of Christlike love, which
calmed, comforted, and consoled me during the
greatest moment of distress in my life.His chari-
table compassion was a telling sign of his disci-
pleship. As President Nelson observed, “One of
the easiest ways to identify atrue followerof Jesus
Christ is how compassionately that person treats
other people”

Charity Is Ministering to Unspoken
Needs

Another example of how the Savior demon-
strates His love is through His observance of and
ministry to the unspoken needs of others. To the
man who had been lame for 38 years with no
one to help him, the Lord made him whole and
encouraged him to live righteously.To the woman
caught in adultery, He offered hope and comfort
rather than condemnation.For the man with
paralysis who was lowered from the roof, the
Lord offered forgiveness of sins, not just healing
of body.

When I was called to serve as a bishop, our
six young children made sacrament meetings
challenging for my wife, Cristin, who had to
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uzdravil nemocné a suzované mezi lidem. Poté
pozehnal jejich détem, zatimco z nebe sestoupili
andélé a obklopili je. Tyto starostlivé, laskyplné
skutky a mnohé dalsi vykonal proto, ze byl po-
hnut soucitem.

Kdyz jsem jako mlady misionar slouzil v
Jizni Americe, i mné pomohl soucit jednoho
drahého pritele. Kdyz jsem jednou vecer jel se
spole¢nikem autem k domu presidenta misie,
nahle nam do cesty vjel mlady muz na kole. Stalo
se to tak rychle, Ze jsem kolizi nemohl zabranit.
Tento mlady muz nanestésti pfi narazu zahynul.
Byl jsem zdrcen ztratou jeho Zivota. Vydéseny a
v Soku z uvédomeéni si straslivé reality toho, co
se pravé prihodilo, jsem byl prevezen a vsazen
do vézeni.Nikdy jsem se necitil vic vystraseny a
osamély. Naplnovalo mé zoufalstvi a obava, ze
skon¢im ve vézeni na zbytek svého Zivota.

Jeden z misiondf, star$i Brian Kochevar, se
o nehodé dozvédel a byl pohnut soucitem. Prisel
do vézeni a prosil dozorce, aby se mnou smél
zistat v cele, abych nebyl sam. Jako zazrakem
souhlasili. Dodnes pocituji nesmirnou vdécnost
za skutek kfestanské lasky tohoto uc¢ednika, ktery
mé zklidnil, ukonejsil a utésil béhem nejtézsiho
okamziku mého Zivota.Jeho vlidny soucit byl vy-
mluvnym znamenim jeho ucednictvi. Jak podo-
tkl president Nelson: ,,Jednim z nejjednodussich
zpusobt, jak rozpoznatpravého nasledovnikaJe-
zise Krista, je podle toho, jak soucitné se doty¢ny
chova k druhym.“

Prava laska naplnuje nevyrcené potre-

by
Dal$im prikladem toho, jak Spasitel projevu-

je svou lasku, je to, Ze si v§ima nevytcenych po-
treb druhych a slouzi jim. Muze, ktery byl 38 let
chromy a nemél nikoho, kdo by mu pomohl, Pan
uzdravil a povzbudil, aby il spravedlivé.Zené
pristizené pti cizolozstvi nabidl nadéji a utéchu
namisto odsouzeni.Ochrnutému muzi, ktery byl
spustén ze stiechy, Pan nabidl odpusténi htichd,
a ne jen uzdraveni téla.

Kdy?z jsem byl povolan slouzit jako biskup,
shromazdéni svatosti byla kviili nasim Sesti
malym détem pro mou Zenu Cristin, ktera je
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manage them alone while I sat on the stand.

As you may imagine, our children were often
less than reverent. Noticing her situation, two
members of our ward, John and Debbie Benich,
began sitting with her each Sunday to help. Their
kindness continued for years, and they became
surrogate grandparents to our family. Like the
Lord, these disciples had noticed the unspoken
need and acted in love—a prominent sign of
their discipleship.

Charity Is Helping Others Along the
Covenant Path

Lastly, the Savior’s perfect love is focused on
enabling all of God’s children to fulfill our divine
potential that we may “partake of his salvation,
and the power of his redemption”’As we become
more like our Master, our desire to help our
brothers and sisters along the covenant path will
naturally increase.

For instance, we can uplift and befriend
those who feel offended or forgotten, help those
who are new to our congregation feel welcome,
or invite friends to worship with us at sacrament
meeting—perhaps this coming Easter. There are
countless ways to encourage and assist others in
their progression if we deliberately and prayer-
fully seek heaven’s help to have eyes to seeand a
heart to feel how Jesus Christ sees and feels for
them.

Helping others along their covenant path
may take the form of an unconventional act
of service. As an example, during my current
assignment in the Philippines, I learned of the
Agamata family. They were baptized in 2023, and
then they eagerly set a date to be sealed as a fam-
ily in the nearby Urdaneta Philippines Temple.
However, just before the family’s appointment,
several typhoons struck the region. Brother Aga-
mata, a rice farmer, was unable to plant his crops
during the harsh storms. When the tempests
finally passed, he needed to quickly plant the rice
while the ground was soaked with water—ideal
conditions for planting. Sadly, the temple trip
would have to be postponed.

Two disciples, Elder and Sister Cauilan,
along with three young service missionaries,
heard of the Agamata family’s struggle and of-
fered help despite having no farming experience.
Working under the blistering sun, they helped
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musela zvladnout sama, zatimco ja jsem sedél
na stupinku, velmi naro¢na. Jak si asi dokazete
predstavit, nase déti byly ¢asto neprili$ uctivé.
Kdyz si Cristininy situace v§imli dva ¢lenové
naseho sboru, John a Debbie Benichovi, zacali

s ni kazdou nedéli sedavat a pomahat ji. Jejich
laskavost trvala cela 1éta a oni se pro nasi rodinu
stali nahradnimi prarodici. Podobné jako Pan

sii tito uc¢ednici povsimli nevyicené potreby a
jednali s laskou — coz bylo vyzna¢nym znamenim
jejich ucednictvi.

Prava laska pomaha druhym kracet po
cesté smlouvy

A konecné, Spasitelova dokonala laska se
zaméfuje na to, aby umoznila vSem Bozim détem
naplnit nas bozsky potencial, abychom se mohli
podilet ,na jeho spaseni a moci jeho vykoupeni®
Kdy?z se staneme vice takovymi, jako je na§ Mistr,
nase touha pomahat bratrim a sestram na cesté
smlouvy se ptirozené prohloubi.

Mizeme napriklad pozvedat ty, ktefi se citi
urazeni ¢i zapomenuti, a spratelit se s nimi, po-
mahat tém, ktefi jsou v nasi kongregaci novi, aby
se citili vitani, nebo pozvat pratele, aby s nami
uctivali Boha na shromazdéni svatosti - tfeba o
téchto Velikonocich. Existuje bezpocet zptisobi,
jak druhé povzbuzovat a pomahat jim v pokro-
ku, pokud zdmérné a s modlitbou usilujeme o
nebeskou pomoc, abychom méli o¢i k vidénia
abychom v srdci pocitili, jak je vidi Jezi$ Kristus a
co k nim pocituje.

Pomoc druhym na jejich cesté smlouvy
muze mit podobu neobvyklého skutku sluzby.
Naptiklad béhem svého nedavného povéfeni na
Filipinach jsem se dozvédél o rodiné Agamato-
vych. Jeji ¢lenové se dali pokrtit v roce 2023 a
poté si nedockavé stanovili datum, kdy budou
jako rodina zpeceténi v nedalekém chramu
Urdaneta na Filipinach. Avsak tésné pred jejich
navs$tévou chramu oblast zasahlo nékolik tajfunt.
Bratr Agamata, ktery péstuje ryzi, nebyl béhem
prudkych boufi schopen rostliny zasadit. Kdyz
boure kone¢né pominuly, potfeboval ryzi zasadit
rychle, zatimco byla ptida nasékla vodou, coz
jsou pro sazeni idealni podminky. Zddlo se, ze
cestu do chramu budou muset nanestésti odlozit.

Dva ucednici, star$i a sestra Cauilanovi, se
spolu se tfemi mladymi misionafi zaméfenymi
na sluzbu doslechli o tézkostech rodiny Agama-
tovych a nabidli jim pomoc, prestoze neméli se
zemédélstvim zadné zkusenosti. Pracovali pod
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plant the seedlings, allowing the Agamatas to
complete their task and attend their temple
sealing as scheduled. Elder Cauilan observed that
“[the Agamatas’] countenances glowed as we saw
them dressed in white in the house of the Lord.
The joy we felt ministering to the one is a joy
beyond compare!”

The Agamatas now enjoy the rich blessings
of being sealed as an eternal family because a few
tellow disciples who were filled with charity—a
sign of their discipleship—determined to help
their brothers and sisters forward along their
covenant path.

Brothers and sisters, discipleship of Jesus
Christ is the only way to obtain enduring happi-
ness. It is a path filled with deliberate and pur-
poseful acts of love toward others. While the path
of discipleship may be difficult and challenging,
and while at times we may struggle and fall short,
we can take comfort that God is mindful of us
and yearns to help us every time we try. Isaiah re-
minds us that “God will hold [our] hand, saying
..., Fear not; I will help thee”

With this assurance from our Father in
Heaven in mind, I earnestly pray that we may fol-
low President Nelson’s invitation to prioritize our
discipleship. May we “pray unto the Father with
all the energy of heart” to “be filled with this love,
which he hath bestowed upon all who are true
followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; ... that when
he shall appear we shall be like him”because we
will carry a sign of true discipleship, which is
“charity ... the pure love of Christ”

I testify that Jesus Christ is our living, glori-
ous Savior, Redeemer, Exemplar, and Friend. In
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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zhnoucim sluncem a pomahali sazet sazenice,
diky ¢emuz mohli Agamatovi svou praci dokon-
¢it a zucastnit se chramového peceténi podle
planu. Starsi Cauilan poznamenal: , Tvare [Aga-
matovych] zéfily, kdyz jsme je vidéli v domé Pané
oblecené v bilém. Radosti, kterou jsme pocitovali,
kdyz jsme slouzili jednotlivci, se nic nevyrovna!®

Agamatovi se nyni tési z bohatych pozehnani
plynoucich z toho, Ze byli zpeceténi jako vé¢na
rodina, protoze nékolik dals$ich u¢ednikd, ktefi
byli naplnéni pravou laskou - znamenim jejich
ucednictvi - se rozhodlo pomoci svym bratriim a
sestram kracet vpred po jejich cesté smlouvy.

Bratfi a sestry, byt uc¢edniky Jezise Krista je
jediny zptisob, jak ziskat trvalé $tésti. Je to cesta
plna zamérnych a cilevédomych skutki lasky
k druhym. Ackoli cesta uc¢ednictvi miize byt
obtiznd a naro¢na, a i kdyz ob¢as mizeme zapolit
a neuspét, mizeme Cerpat utéchu z toho, Ze Bith
na nas pamatuje a touzi nam pomoci pokazdé,
kdyz se snazime néc¢eho dosahnout. Izaia§ ndm
pripomina, ze Bith nas uchopi za ruku a fekne:
»Neboj se, ja tobé pomdhati budu.”

S timto ujisténim od naseho Otce v nebi na
paméti se upfimné modlim o to, abychom se
ridili vyzvou presidenta Nelsona a ucinili své
ucednictvi prioritou. Kéz se modlime ,,k Otci z
celé sily srdce®, abychom mohli byt ,,naplnéni
touto laskou, kterou udéluje véem, ktefi jsou
pravymi nasledovniky Syna jeho, Jezise Krista; ...
abychom, az se zjevi, byli jako on‘,nebot budeme
nositeli znameni pravého ucednictvi, kterym je
»prava laska[,] ¢ista laska Kristova®
py Spasitel, Vykupitel, Pfiklad a Pritel. Ve jménu
Jezise Krista, amen.
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