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As we bind ourselves to act as covenant disciples,
our relationship with the Father and Son is en-
riched, our joy enhanced, and our eternal perspec-
tive expanded.

One day in 2023, Uyanga Altansukh was at
work in the northern Mongolian city of Darkhan
when the Mongolian mission president entered
her workplace. In her words:

“I saw him and thought he had this bright
light in his countenance. He was very kind and
fun to those around him, and I felt warmth.
Before he left, I asked him some questions. A few
days later, he came into my work again and asked
it I could attend his church. I thought it might be
helpful. I was worried for my children’ future, as
society seemed to be full of stress and darkness.

I wanted my children to be like this man with a
light in their countenance, spreading joy to oth-
ers around them.

“One day the missionaries taught us the law
of tithing. My children said with excitement,

‘We must pay our tithing, Mom. I could see my
children’s faith at that moment. Before I joined
the Church, I watched general conference and
listened to President Russell M. Nelson speak.
He announced new temples all over the world
and said that a new temple would be built in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. I rejoiced and shed tears,
even though I did not understand why. With this
joy, I could tell that my faith and testimony were
growing.”

Uyanga, like millions of others, is part of the
great gathering of Israel in preparation for the
Second Coming of Jesus Christ. She has begun
her journey along the covenant path and has be-
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Zavazujeme-li se jednat jako smluvni ucednici,
obohacuje to nas vztah s Otcem a Synem, pro-
hlubuje to nasi radost a rozsituje to nasi vécnou
perspektivu.

Jednoho dne roku 2023 byla Uyanga Altan-
sukhové ve mésté¢ Darkhan na severu Mongolska
v zaméstnani, kdyz na jeji pracovisté prisel presi-
dent mongolské misie. Uyanga vzpomina:

»Uvidéla jsem ho a pomyslela si, Ze ma ve
tvari jasné svétlo. Byl k lidem kolem sebe velmi
laskavy, byl zabavny a pocitovala jsem vielost.
Nez odesel, polozila jsem mu nékolik otazek.

O nékolik dni pozdéji ptisel znovu ke mné do
prace a zeptal se m¢, zda bych mohla piijit na
shromazdént jeho cirkve. Rekla jsem si, ze by
nam to mohlo prospét. Délala jsem si starosti o
budoucnost svych déti, protoze mi ptipadalo, ze
spolecnost je plna tlaku a temnoty. Piéla jsem si,
aby moje déti byly jako tento muz, se svétlem ve
tvari, a aby kolem sebe $ifily radost.

Jednoho dne nas misionafi ucili zdkonu
desatku. Déti nadSené fekly: ,Mami, musime
platit desatek. V tu chvili jsem vidéla, jak velkou
viru mé déti maji. Nez jsem vstoupila do Cirkve,
sledovala jsem generalni konferenci a poslou-
chala proslov presidenta Russella M. Nelsona.
Oznamoval nové chramy po celém svété a rekl,
ze novy chram bude postaven i v Ulanbataru v
Mongolsku. Radovala jsem se a tekly mi slzy, i
kdyz jsem nevédéla pro¢. Diky této radosti jsem
poznala, Ze ma vira a svédectvi rostou.”

Uyanga je podobné jako miliony dalsich sou-
casti velikého shromazdovani Izraele v ramci pfi-
pravy na Druhy pfichod Jezise Krista. Vykrocila
na cestu smlouvy a stala se Kristovou u¢ednici.
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come a disciple of Christ. What does it mean to
be a disciple of Christ? I appreciate the Japanese
word for disciple—deshi—demeaning younger
brother, andshimeaning child.

Jesus Christ declared, “I was in the beginning
with the Father, and am the Firstborn.”Because
ofwhoHeisandwhatHe hasdone, we worship
Him, we revere Him, we give glory to Him, and
we follow Him. Christ has redeemed us,and we
are forever grateful for His infinite and atoning
sacrifice.

We have a Heavenly Father, who loves us
as His children. His love for us is perfect. Jesus
Christ and His mission illustrate God’s love for
us. As John wrote, “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life”

In our quest to understand what we do not
know, we might sometimes rely on our familiar
mortal experiences, or things wedoknow. For
example, we can learn somewhat of God the
Father through our own parenthood and mor-
tal family relationships. However, we should be
careful in applying these comparisons too far in
our attempt to understand our Heavenly Father.
The attributes of God the Father transcend any-
less-than-perfectattributes of a fallen man. God
the Father is the perfect Father. He is perfectly
loving, kind, patient, and understanding and is
perfectly glorious. We can trust Him perfectly.
The love of Christ reflects the love of God the
Father and is a representation of that love.

Jesus Christ is both the example and the
means.InChrist, we can understand better the
perfect attributes of the Father and His plan.
ThroughChrist, we are given the enabling power
to overcome the tendencies of natural men and
women so that we might become more like the
Father.

Just like our Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ is
perfectly merciful and just. These divine attri-
butes of justice and mercy are not in opposition.
They are complementary. Both justice and mercy
illustrate God’s perfect love for His children.

We can trust God the Father and Jesus Christ
because They are just and fair with all of us.

God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, are
perfectly aligned in purpose and love. Because
God and Jesus Christ love us, we are given the
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Co to znamena byt Kristovym ucednikem? Moc
se mi libi japonské slovo pro u¢ednika —desi-de-
znamend mlad$i bratr adiznamend dité.

Jezi$ Kristus prohlasil: ,,Byl jsem na pocatku
s Otcem, a jsem Prvorozeny.“Za to,kymjeaco-
vykonal, Ho uctivime, vzdavame Mu slavu a
nasledujeme Ho. Kristus nas vykoupila my Mu
budeme navzdy vdécni za Jeho nekonecnou a
smirnou obét.

Mame Nebeského Otce, ktery nas jakozto své
déti miluje. Jeho laska k nam je dokonala. Jezis
Kristus a Jeho poslani dokladaji lasku, kterou k
nam Bith chovd. Jak napsal Jan: ,,Nebo tak Bih
miloval svét, Ze Syna svého jednorozeného dal,
aby kazdy, kdoz véii v ného, nezahynul, ale mél
zivot vécny.“

Ve snaze porozumét tomu, co nezname, se
mozna nékdy spoléhame na své diivérné znamé
zku$enosti ze smrtelnosti nebo na to, couz vime.
Mizeme se napriklad naucit né¢emu o Bohu
Otci diky svym vlastnim rodic¢ovskym zkusenos-
tem a rodinnym vztahiim ve smrtelnosti. Méli
bychom si vsak dat pozor, abychom ve snaze po-
rozumét Nebeskému Otci nezachazeli pfi tomto
srovnavani prili§ daleko. Vlastnosti Boha Otce
prevysuji jakékolizdaleka ne dokonalévlastnosti
padlého clovéka. Biith Otec je dokonalym Otcem.
Je dokonale milujici, laskavy, trpélivy, chapavy a
dokonale vzneSeny. Mizeme Mu dokonale diiveé-
fovat. Kristova laska zrcadli lasku Boha Otce a je
jejim zosobnénim.

Jezi$ Kristus je zaroven prikladem i prostred-
kem.VKristu mtizeme lépe porozumét dokona-
lym vlastnostem Otce a Jeho planu.Prostfednic-
tvimKrista se nam dostava uschopnujici moci
prekonavat sklony prirozeného ¢lovéka, abychom
se mohli stat vice takovymi, jako je Otec.

Jezi$ Kristus je stejné jako nas§ Nebesky Otec
dokonale milosrdny a spravedlny. Tyto bozské
vlastnosti - spravedlnost a milosrdenstvi — ne-
jsou nikterak v rozporu. Vzajemné se doplnuji.
Spravedlnost i milosrdenstvi dokladaji doko-
nalou lasku, kterou Biih chova ke svym détem.
Bohu Otci a Jezisi Kristu mtzeme davérovat,
protoze jsou vii¢i nam véem spravedlni a ne-
stranni.

Biih Otec a Jeho Syn Jezi$ Kristus jsou doko-
nale sjednoceni v zdméru a v lasce. ProtoZe nds
Buh a Jezi§ Kristus miluji, je ndm jako pravym
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opportunity and privilege as true disciples to
make covenants with Them. By our doing so, our
relationship with Christ is expanded: “And now,
because of the covenant which ye have made ye
shall be called the children of Christ, his sons,
and his daughters; for behold, this day he hath
spiritually begotten you; for ye say that your
hearts are changed through faith on his name;
therefore, ye are born of him and have become
his sons and his daughters”

As disciples, when we make and keep sacred
covenants, we are blessed with spiritual power.
We are connected to Christ and God the Father
in a special relationship and can experience Their
love and joy in a measure reserved for those who
have made and kept covenants.Our ability to
sense a full measure of God’s love, or to contin-
ue in His love, is contingent upon our righteous
desires and actions.

InJohn chapter 15, verse 9, we read, “As
the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you.”
Andthenwe are given an invitation: “Continue ye
in my love.”

In thenext verse, we are given the way to con-
tinue in His love: “If ye keep my commandments,
ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my
Father’s commandments, and abide in his love”

We then see the purpose of keeping the
commandments inverse 11: “These things have
I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in
you, and that your joy might be full”

Through true covenant discipleship, we can
begin to understand better the nature of God and
the joy that He wants all of His children to ex-
perience. We can also begin to understand some
principles that at first might seem confusing. For
example, how can God have a fulness of joy when
some of His children are suffering so much? The
answer lies in God’s perfect perspective and in
His perfect plan. He sees us from the beginning
to our glorious potential future. He has provided
a way, through His Son, Jesus Christ, for all of us,
His children, to overcome the pains, suffering,
sins, guilt, and loneliness of our mortality.God
has provided for us the way and the choice.

Examples of those who have experienced
joy through discipleship might help us to better
understand this concept. Perhaps you have heard
the phrase that we are only as happy as our most
unhappy child. I have seen that this does not
need to be the case. My 94-year-old mother has
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ucednikiim dana prilezitost a vysada uzavirat s
Nimi smlouvy. Kdyz je uzavirame, na$ vztah s
Kristem nabyva novych rozmért: ,,A nyni, pro
smlouvu, kterou jste ucinili, budete nazyvani dét-
mi Kristovymi, syny jeho a dcerami jeho; nebot
vizte, tohoto dne vas duchovné zplodil; nebot vy
pravite, Ze srdce vase je zménéno virou ve jméno
jeho; tudiz jste z ného zrozeni a stali jste se syny
jeho a dcerami jeho.”

Kdyz jakozto ucednici uzavirame a dodrzuje-
me posvatné smlouvy, jsme pozehnani duchovni
moci. Jsme spojeni s Kristem a s Bohem Otcem
ve zvladtnim vztahu a mizeme zakouset Jejich
lasku a radost v takové mife, jez je vyhrazena
tém, ktefi uzavreli smlouvy a dodrzuji je.Nase
schopnost plné pocitovat Bozi lasku nebo v Jeho
lasce setrvavat je podminéna nasimi spravedlivy-
mi tuzbami a skutky.

V15. kapitole Jana ve versi 9¢teme: ,,Jakoz
miloval mne Otec, i ja miloval jsem vas.“ Apoté-
jsme vyzvani: ,,Zustantez [v mé lasce].”

Nasledujici versnam ukazuje zptisob, jak ma-
Zeme v Jeho lasce zlstavat: ,,Budete-li zachovava-
ti prikazani ma, zastanete [v mé lasce], jakoz i ja
prikazani Otce svého zachoval jsem, i zstavam
[vjeho lasce].”

Poté veversi 11vidime ucel dodrzovani
prikazani: ,,Toto mluvil jsem vam, aby radost ma
zistavala v vas, a radost vase byla plna.“

Prostfednictvim opravdového smluvniho
ucednictvi mizeme zacit lépe rozumét povaze
Boha a radosti, kterou si pfeje, aby vSechny Jeho
déti zazivaly. Mizeme také zacit rozumét nékte-
rym zasadam, které se mohou zdat na prvni po-
hled matouci. Napriklad jak mtze mit Btih plnost
radosti, kdyz nékteré Jeho déti tolik trpi? Odpo-
véd spociva v Bozi dokonalé perspektivé a v Jeho
dokonalém planu. Vidi nas od pocatku az po nasi
nadhernou potencialni budoucnost. Prostfednic-
tvim svého Syna Jezie Krista pfipravil pro nas
vSechny, své déti, zptsob, jak prekonat bolesti,
utrpeni, hfichy, vinu a osamélost smrtelnosti.Btith
pro nas pripravil cestu a moznost volby.

Priklady lidi, ktef1 zazivaji diky uc¢ednictvi
radost, ndm mohou pomoci této zasadé lépe
porozumét. Mozna jste nékdy slyseli prohlasent,
ze jsme jen tak Stastni jako nase nejnestastnéjsi
dité. Byl jsem svédkem toho, Ze tomu tak byt ne-
musi. Moje 94leta maminka mad pres 200 Zijicich
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over 200 living descendants. At any given point,
at least one of the 200 is going to be unhappy. If
this statement were true, my mother would be in
a perpetual state of unhappiness, which she isn't.
Those who know her know how joyful she is.

I now would like to share another experi-
ence. In January of 2019, my wife, Debbie, and I
were invited into the office of President Nelson.
He had positioned a chair close to us, and we
sat almost knee to knee. After extending to us
our current calling, President Nelson turned to
Debbie and focused on her. He was kind, loving,
gentle, and full of joy, like the perfect father or
grandfather. He held Debbie’s hand and patted it,
reassuring her that it would be OK and that our
family would be blessed. It seemed to us at that
moment that we were the most important people
to him and that he had all the time in the world
for us. We left his office that Friday afternoon
feeling reassured, loved, and joyful.

On Monday we saw the news. During that
same day that President Nelson had spent with
us, one of his daughters had passed away from
cancer. We were stunned. Our hearts were full as
we mourned for him and his family. Our hearts
were also full of gratitude for his Christlike atten-
tion to us while mourning for his daughter who
was suffering.

As we pondered this experience, we asked
ourselves, “How could he be so kind, loving, and
even joyful at such a difficult time?” The answer
is becausehe knows. He knows that Christ has
been victorious. He knows he will be with his
daughter again and will spend an eternity with
her. Joy and eternal perspective come through
being bound to the Savior by making and keep-
ing covenants and through Christlike disciple-
ship.

President Nelson has taught: “Just as the
Savior offers peace that ‘passeth all understand-
ing’ [Philippians 4:7], He also offers an intensity,
depth, and breadth of joy that defy human logic
or mortal comprehension. For example, it doesn’t
seem possible to feel joy when your child suffers
with an incurable illness or when you lose your
job or when your spouse betrays you. Yet that is
precisely the joy the Savior offers.”

As we make and keep covenants, we will
naturally turn outward and have a desire to help
others feel the measure of joy and love we feel
in our covenantal relationships. We can be part
of the greatest cause on the earth today—the
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potomkii. V kazdém okamziku je alespon jeden z
nich nestastny. Kdyby bylo toto tvrzeni pravdivé,
moje maminka by byla neustéale nestastna, coz
neni. Ti, ktef1 ji znaji, védi, jak je vesela.

Nyni bych se rad podélil o dalsi zkusenost. V
lednu roku 2019 jsme byli s manzelkou Debbie
pozvani do kancelafe presidenta Nelsona. Posta-
vil si zidli blizko nas, takze jsme se témér dotyka-
li koleny. President Nelson se poté, co nam predal
nase stavajici povolani, obratil k Debbie a zaméril
svou pozornost na ni. Byl laskavy, laskyplny,
vlidny a plny radosti, jako dokonaly tatinek nebo
dédecek. Vzal Debbie za ruku, poplacal ji po ni a
ujistil ji, Ze vSe bude v poradku a Ze nase rodina
bude pozehnana. V tu chvili se nam zdalo, jako
bychom pro néj byli témi nejdilezitéjsimi lidmi
na svété a jako by na nas mél spoustu ¢asu. Kdyz
jsme onoho péate¢niho odpoledne vysli z jeho
kancelare, pocitovali jsme klid, lasku a radost.

V pondéli jsme se dozvédéli smutnou zpravu.
Téhoz dne, kdy s nami president Nelson tra-

vil ¢as, zemrela jedna z jeho dcer na rakovinu.
Onémeéli jsme uzasem. Truchlili jsme pro néj a
jeho rodinu se srdcem naplnénym zalem. Srdce
nam také pretékalo vdécnosti za to, kolik pozor-
nosti nam s kfestanskou laskou vénoval, zatimco
truchlil pro svou trpici dceru.

Kdyz jsme o tomto zazitku premitali, kladli
jsme si otazku: ,,Jak mohl byt v této obtizné chvili
tak laskavy, laskyplny, a dokonce i plny radosti?“
Odpoveéd zni: Protozeon vi. Vi, ze Kristus zvité-
zil. Vi, Ze se s dcerou opét shleda a Ze s ni stravi
vécnost. Radost a perspektiva vé¢nosti prameni z
toho, Ze jsme se Spasitelem spojeni prostfednic-
tvim uzavirani a dodrzovani smluv a prostred-
nictvim kfestanského ucednictvi.

President Nelson ucil: ,,Tak jako Spasitel
nabizi pokoj, ktery ,prevysuje vseliky rozum’
[Filipenskym 4:7], nabizi i radost s intenzitou,
hloubkou a $ifi, jez se vzpiraji lidské logice ¢i po-
rozumeéni smrtelnika. Nezda se napriklad, ze by
bylo mozné pocitovat radost, kdyz vase dité trpi
nevylécitelnou chorobou nebo kdyz prijdete o
praci nebo kdyz vas podvede manzelsky partner.
Ale to je presné ta radost, kterou Spasitel nabizi.“

Kdyz uzavirame smlouvy a dodrzujeme je,
pfirozené se zaméfujeme na druhé a mame tou-
hu pomahat jim pocitovat stejnou miru radosti a
lasky, jakou pocitujeme my ve svych smluvnich
vztazich. Mizeme byt soucdsti nejdulezitéjsiho
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gathering of Israel. We can help to bring God’s
children to Christ. As the prophet Jacob taught,
“And blessed art thou; for because ye have been
diligent in laboring with me in my vineyard, and
have kept my commandments, and have brought
unto me again the natural fruit, ... ye shall have
joy with me because of the fruit of my vineyard.”

As we bind ourselves to act as covenant dis-
ciples, in whatever our level of capacity, our rela-
tionship with the Father and the Son is enriched,
our joy enhanced, and our eternal perspective
expanded. We then are endowed with power and
can feel joy in a measure reserved for God’s true
covenant disciples.In the sacred name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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procesu na zemi v dnes$ni dobé - shromazdovani
Izraele.Mizeme pomahat privadét Bozi déti ke
Kristu. Jak ucil prorok Jakob: ,,A pozehnani jste;
nebot proto, zZe jste byli pilni pfi praci se mnou
na vinici mé a zachovavali jste prikdzani ma a
pfinesli jste mi opét prirozené ovoce, ... budete
se radovati se mnou z ovoce vinice mé.”

Zavazujeme-li se jednat jako smluvni uced-
nici, at jiZ je troven nasich schopnosti jakakol,
obohacuje to na$ vztah s Otcem a Synem, pro-
hlubuje to nasi radost a rozdifuje to nasi vé¢nou
perspektivu. Poté jsme obdarovani moci a mize-
me pocitovat radost v mife, jaka je vyhrazena Bo-
zim pravym smluvnim uc¢ednikiim.V posvatném
jménu Jezise Krista, amen.
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