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We find in Easter in Jesus Christ peace, becoming,
and belonging—that which is enduringly real and

joyful, happy and forever.

Years ago, our early-morning gospel class
memorized Bible verses. Naturally I was drawn
to short passages. This includedJohn 11:35—the
shortest verse in scripture, only two words—“Je-
sus wept.”

For me now, that Jesus weeps in sorrow and
joy testifies of the miraculous reality: the divine
Son of God came into physical mortality and
learned according to the flesh how always to be
with and bless us.

When we cry out in grief or joy, Jesus Christ
understands perfectly. He can be present in the
moments when we most need eternity’s great
gifts: Jesus Christ’s Atonement, Resurrection,
restoration.

Mary and Martha weep for their brother
Lazarus, who has died. Moved with compassion,
Jesus weeps. He raises Lazarus to life.

Jesus beholds Jerusalem on the eve of the
Passover. He weeps, unable to gather His people
as a hen would her chicks.Today His Atonement
gives us hope when we sorrow for what could
have been.

The Lord of the vineyard weeps as He asks
His servants, which could include us as minister-
ing brothers and sisters, “What could I have done
more for my vineyard?”

Mary stands bereft at the sepulchre. Jesus
gently asks, “Why weepest thou?”He knows
“weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh
in the morning.”Resurrection brings dawn for all.

In Book of Mormon lands, as the faithful
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O Velikonocich nachdzime v Jezisi Kristu pokoj,
schopnost stdt se takovym, jako je On, a soundle-
Zitost - to, co je trvale skutecné a radostné, stastné
a vécné.

Kdysi davno jsme se na ranni lekci evangelia
ucili nazpamét verse z Bible. Pfirozené mé lakaly
kratké pasaze. Patfil k nim iJan 11:35- jeden z
nejkratsich verst v pismech, ktery sestava pouze
ze tii slov: ,,I zaplakal Jezi$.“

To, ze Jezi$ place zarmutkem i radosti, svéd¢i
podle mé o zazra¢né skutecnosti: VzneSeny Syn
Bozi sestoupil do fyzické smrtelnosti a naucil se

podle téla, jak byt vzdy s nami a Zehnat nam.

At jiz volame k Panu v zarmutku nebo v ra-
dosti, Jezi$ Kristus ndam dokonale rozumi. Muze
byt pritomen ve chvilich, kdy nejvice potiebuje-
me veliké dary vécnosti — Usmifeni Jezise Krista,
Vzktiseni a znovuziizeni.

Maria a Marta placou kvuli svému bratru
Lazarovi, ktery zemfel. Jezi§ je pohnut soucitem a
place. Krisi Lazara k zivotu.

Jezis hledi na Jeruzalém v predvecer svatku
presnic. Place, protoze neni schopen shromazdit
svij lid tak, jako slepice shromazduje kuratka
sva.Dnes nam Jeho Usmifeni dava nadéji, kdyz se
rmoutime nad tim, co by byvalo mohlo byt.

Pan vinice place, kdyz se pta svych sluzeb-
nikid, mezi néZ mizeme patfit jakozto bratiia
sestry povéreni pastyfskou sluzbou i my: ,,Co
vice jsem mohl pro vinici svou uciniti?“

Maria stoji zdrcena u hrobky. Jezis se ji
vlidné pta: ,,Co places?“On vi, ze ,,z velera potrva
plac, ale z jitra navrati se [radost]“. VzkfiSeni
prinasi svitani pro vSechny.

Kdyz k Jezisovi v zemich Knihy Mormonovy
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multitude arises to Him, Jesus’s joy is full. He
weeps.

“And he took their little children, one by one,
and blessed them, and prayed unto the Father for
them.

“And when he had done this he wept again”

This is Easter in Jesus Christ: He answers the
longings of our hearts and the questions of our
souls.He wipes away our tears,except our tears of
joy.

When our tears flow, we sometimes apolo-
gize, embarrassed. But knowing that Jesus Christ
understands life’s pains and joys can give us
strength beyond our ownas we navigate bitter
and sweet.

In South America, a father sobs. A sparkle
in his life, his young daughter, has died. “I would
give anything to see her again,” he cries in my
arms. I cry too.

At the Puebla Mexico Temple dedication,
tears of happiness wet the face of a dear sister.
Her features radiate faith and sacrifice. She says,
“Todos mis hijos estan aqui en el templo hoy”—
“All my children are here in the temple today.”
Generations gathered in the house of the Lord
bring tears of joy and gratitude.

In cruel civil war, families and neighbors did
unspeakable things to each other. Bitter tears are
slowly giving way to hope. Her voice trembling, a
woman in a small village says, “Neighbor, before
I go to my grave, I want you to know where to
find your missing family members.”

A radiant bride and handsome groom are
being sealed in the house of the Lord. She is
70 years old, as is he. A beautiful bride, she has
worthily waited for this day. She shyly swishes
her bridal dress this way, then that way. We shed
joyful tears. God’s promises are fulfilled. His
covenants bring blessings.

While home teaching a widowed sister, a
young Boyd K. Packer learned a tender lesson.
Following a disagreement with her husband, the
sister had called out a final hurtful remark. An
unexpected accident took her husband’s life that
day. “For fifty years,” the widow sobbed, “I've
lived in hell knowing that the last words he heard
from my lips were that biting, spiteful remark”

Easter in Jesus Christ helps us mend, recon-
cile, make right our relationships, on both sides
of the veil. Jesus can heal grief; He can enable for-
giveness. He can free us and others from things
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prichazi zastup vérnych, Jeho radost je uplna.
Place.

»A on bral jejich malé déti, jedno po dru-
hém, a Zehnal jim a modlil se za né k Otci.

A kdy?z to ucinil, plakal opét.”

Toto jsou Velikonoce v Jezisi Kristu — On
odpovida na touhy naseho srdce a na otdzky nasi
duse.Stira nam slzy,kromé slz radosti.

Kdyz nam tecou slzy, nékdy se v rozpacich
omlouvame. Ale védomi toho, Ze Jezi$ Kristus
rozumi zivotnim bolestem i radostem, nam mitize
dodavat silu, ktera presahuje nasi vlastni,zatimco
v zivoté zakousime to horké i to sladké.

V Jizni Americe vzlyka jeden otec. Svétlo
jeho Zivota, jeho mala dcerka, zemfela. ,,Dal bych
cokoli za to, abych ji mohl znovu vidét,” place mi
v naruci. A ja placu s nim.

P1i zasvéceni chramu Puebla v Mexiku stéka-
ji jedné drahé sestre po tvari slzy stésti. Jeji rysy
vyzaiuji viru a obétavost. Rika: ,,Todos mis hijos
estan aqui en el templo hoy“ - ,Vsechny mé déti
jsou dnes tady v chramu.“ Generace shromazdé-
né v domé Pané prinaseji slzy radosti a vdé¢nosti.

V kruté obcanské valce se rodiny a souse-
dé viici sobé dopoustéli udésnych véci. Horké
slzy pomalu ustupuji nadéji. Jedna Zena z malé
vesnicky tfesoucim se hlasem rika: ,,Sousede, nez
sestoupim do hrobu, chci, abys védél, kde najdes
pohresované ¢leny své rodiny.“

Rozzarena nevésta a pohledny Zenich jsou
peceténi v domé Pané. Obéma je 70 let. Nadher-
nd nevésta na tento den dlouho zpusobile ¢ekala.
Stydlivé zavlni svatebnimi Saty sem a tam. Prolé-
vame slzy radosti. Zaslibeni, jez nam Biih dava,
se naplnila. Jeho smlouvy pfinaseji pozehnani.

Kdyz Boyd K. Packer za mlada slouzil jako
domaci ucitel jedné ovdovélé sestry, dostalo se
mu dojemného ponauceni. Tato sestra poté, co
se nepohodla s manzelem, pronesla posledni zra-
nujici poznamku. Toho dne jeji manzel necekané
prisel o zivot pfi nehodé. ,Padesat let,” vzlykala
vdova, ,mé tryzni védomi toho, Ze posledni
slova, ktera slysel z mych ust, byla tato kousava,
zlomyslna poznamka.“

Velikonoce v Jezisi Kristu nam pomahaji
usmifit se, napravit a dat do poradku nase vztahy
na obou stranach zavoje. Jezi§ dokaze vylécit
zarmutek; umoznuje odpusténi. Miize osvobodit
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we or they have said or done that otherwise bind
us captive.

Easter in Jesus Christ lets us feel God’s ap-
probation. This world tells us we are too tall, too
short, too wide, too narrow—not smart, pretty,
or spiritual enough. Through spiritual transfor-
mation in Jesus Christ, we can escape debilitating
perfectionism.

With Easter joy, we sing, “Death is con-
quered; man is free. Christ has won the victo-
ry”’Christ’s Resurrection frees us from death,
from time’s frailties and physicality’s imperfec-
tions. Jesus Christ’s Atonement also restores us
spiritually. He bled from every pore, weeping
blood as it were, to provide us escape from sin
and separation. He reunites us, whole and holy,
with each other and God. In all good things,
Jesus Christ restores abundantly—not only what
was but also what can be.

Jesus’s life and light testify of God’s love for
all His children. Because God our Father loves all
His children in every age and land, we find His
loving invitation to come find peace and joy in
Him in many traditions and cultures. Wherever,
whenever, whoever we are, we share divine iden-
tity as children of the same Creator. In similar
spirit, followers of Islam, Judaism, and Christi-
anity share religious heritage in Father Abraham
and covenant connection through events in
ancient Egypt.

Father Abraham came to Egypt and was
blessed.

Joseph, sold into servitude in Egypt, knew
Pharaoh’s dream meant seven years of plenty fol-
lowed by seven years of famine. Joseph saved his
family and his people.Joseph wept when he saw
God’s larger plan,where all things work together
for good for those who keep their covenants.

Moses, raised in Egypt in Pharaoh’s house-
hold, received and later restored the keys for the
gathering of God’s children.

Fulfilling prophecy, Joseph, Mary, and the
infant Christ child sought refuge in Egypt.In
Cairo, a devout Muslim believer reverently says:
“The Quran teaches that Joseph, Mary, and the
baby Jesus found safety and sanctuary in my
country. In my country, Jesus as a toddler ate our
food, took His first steps, said His first words.
Here in my country, we believe trees bent low to
give Him and His family fruit. His being in my
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nas i druhé od toho, co jsme fekli nebo udélali a
€O nas svazuje a tizi.

Velikonoce v Jezisi Kristu nam umoziuji
pocitovat Bozi schvaleni. Tento svét nam tik4, ze
jsme prilis vysoci, prili§ mali, prilis Siroci, prilis
uzci - Ze nejsme dost chytfi, hezci ¢i duchovni.
Diky duchovni proméné v Jezisi Kristu mtizeme
uniknout vysilujicimu perfekcionismu.

S velikonoéni radosti zpivdme: ,,Zivot dal, by
¢lovék zil, On nad smrti zvitézil.“Kristovo Vzkii-
$eni nas osvobozuje od smrti, od ¢asnych slabosti
i nedokonalosti fyzického téla. Usmifeni Jezise
Krista nas znovuziizuje také duchovné. Krvacel z
kazdého poru, jako by ronil krvavé slzy, aby nam
umoznil uniknout hfichu a odlouc¢eni. Znovu nas
sjednocuje, ucelené a svaté, jednoho s druhym a
s Bohem. Jezis§ Kristus v nas stédfe znovuzrizuje
vSe dobré - nejen to, co bylo, ale i to, co mtize
byt.

Jezisuv zivot a svétlo svédci o lasce, kterou
Biih chova ke véem svym détem. Protoze Biih,
nas Otec, miluje vSechny své déti v kazdé dobé a
v kazdé zemi, nachazime Jeho laskyplnou vyzvu,
abychom v Ném nasli pokoj a radost, v mnoha
kékoli dobé a jsme kymbkoli, sdilime jakozto déti
téhoz Stvoritele bozskou identitu. V podobném
duchu sdileji vyznavaci islamu, judaismu a kies-
tanstvi nabozenské dédictvi v otci Abrahamovi a
smluvni spojeni prostfednictvim udalosti, jez se
odehraly ve starovékém Egypté.

Otec Abraham ptisel do Egypta a byl pozeh-
nan.

Jozef, ktery byl prodan do otroctvi v Egypté,
veédél, ze faraontv sen znamend, ze sedmi letim
hojnosti bude nasledovat sedm let hladomoru.
Jozef svou rodinu a svij lid zachranil. Kdyz vidél
Bozi $irsi plan,v némz vSechno piisobi spole¢né
pro dobro téch, kteti dodrzuji své smlouvy, plakal
dojetim.

Mojzis, ktery vyrtstal v Egypté ve faraonoveé
domacnosti, obdrzel a pozdéji znovuzridil klice
ke shromazdovani Bozich déti.

Jozef, Maria a détatko Kristus naplnili pro-
roctvi, kdyz vyhledali Gtocisté v Egypté.Jeden
oddany vyznavac islamu v Kahife s uctou rika:
»Koran udi, ze Jozef, Maria a détatko Jezi$ nasli
bezpedi a utocisté v mé zemi. V mé zemi Jezis
jako batole jedl nase jidlo, udélal prvni kricky
a fekl prvni slova. Tady v mé zemi véfime, Ze
stromy se sklonily k zemi, aby Jemu a Jeho rodiné
daly ovoce. To, Ze zde pobyval, nasemu lidu i nasi
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country blessed our people and land.”

God’s plan of moral and mortal agency
allows us to learn by our own experience. Some
of our greatest life lessons come from things we
would never choose. In love, Jesus Christ de-
scended below and ascended above all things.He
rejoices in our divine capacities for creativity and
delight, kindness without hope for reward, faith
unto repentance and forgiveness. And He weeps
in sorrow at the enormity of our human suffer-
ing, cruelty, unfairness—often brought by human
choice—as do the heavens and the God of heaven
with them.

Each Easter spring season testifies that
spiritual sequence and convergence are both part
of the divine pattern of atonement, resurrection,
and restoration through Jesus Christ.This sacred
and symbolic convergence comes not by accident
or coincidence. Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and
Easter celebrate Christ’s Atonement and Resur-
rection. As today, every April 6 we commemo-
rate the establishment and organization of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.This
Restoration is a reason we gather the first Sunday
each April in general conference.

Restoration also came as the resurrected
Jesus Christ, Moses, Elias, and Elijah returned
priesthood keys and authority at the newly dedi-
cated Kirtland Temple on Easter Sunday, 1836.In
that setting on that day to the restored Church of
Jesus Christ came God’s authority and blessings
to gather His children, prepare His children to
return to Him, and unite families for eternity.
Restoration that day fulfilled prophecy by occur-
ring both on Easter and Passover.

Including the Kirtland Temple, I recently
visited sacred places in Ohio where the Prophet
Joseph and others saw in vision God our Father
and His Son, Jesus Christ. The Prophet Joseph
saw what heaven is like. In heaven, Heavenly Fa-
ther, through Jesus Christ, “saves all the works of
his hands”in a kingdom of glory.The only excep-
tions are those who willfully “deny the Son after
the Father has revealed him?”

As His mortal ministry began, Jesus declared
His mission to bless us each with all we are will-
ing to receive—in every time, every land, every
circumstance. After fasting 40 days, Jesus went
into the synagogue and read, “The Spirit of the
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zemi pozehnalo.“

Bozi plan moralni svobody jednani ve
smrtelnosti nam umoznuje ucit se z vlastnich
zku$enosti. Néktera z nasich nejvétsich zivotnich
ponauceni pochdzeji z toho, co bychom si nikdy
sami nevybrali. Jezi§ Kristus, naplnén laskou,
sestoupil pode vse a vystoupil nade vse.Raduje
se z nasich bozskych schopnosti tvorit a radovat
se, byt laskavi, aniz bychom ocekavali cokoli na
oplatku, mit viru ku pokéni a odpoustét. A place
zarmutkem nad nesmirnym lidskym utrpenim,
krutosti a nespravedlnosti — ¢asto zptisobenymi
lidskymi rozhodnutimi — a plac¢i i nebesa a s nimi
Biih nebes.

Kazdé jarni velikono¢ni obdobi dosvédcuje,
ze duchovni posloupnost a ¢asové prolinani jsou
soucasti bozského vzoru usmifeni, vzkfiseni a
znovuztizeni prostfednictvim Jezise Krista.Toto
posvatné a symbolické prolinani se nedéje naho-
dou ani shodou okolnosti. Kvétna nedéle, Svaty
tyden a Velikonoce jsou oslavou Kristova Usmi-
feni a Vzkiideni. Stejné jako dnes si pokazdé 6.
dubna pripominame zaloZeni a zorganizovani
Cirkve JeziSe Krista Svatych poslednich dnti.Toto
Znovuzftizeni je divodem, pro¢ se kazdou prvni
dubnovou ned¢li shromazdujeme na generalni
konferenci.

Znovuzftizeni prislo také diky tomu, ze
vzkiiseny Jezi$ Kristus, Mojzis, Elias a Elia$
navratili na zemi o velikono¢ni nedéli roku 1836
knézské klice a pravomoc v nové zasvéceném
chramu Kirtland. Toho dne ziskala znovuztizena
Cirkev Jezise Krista Bozi pravomoc a pozehnani
ke shromazdovani Bozich déti, k tomu, aby je
pfipravovala na navrat k Bohu a sjednocovala
rodiny na vé¢nost. Znovuztizeni tehdy naplnilo
proroctvi tim, Ze nastalo zaroven o Velikonocich
i o presnicich.

Nedavno jsem navstivil posvatna mista v
Ohiu, v¢etné chramu Kirtland, kde Prorok Jose-
ph a dalsi spatfili ve vidéni Boha, naseho Otce, a
Jeho Syna Jezise Krista. Prorok Joseph videél, jaké
to je v nebi. Nebesky Otec dava v nebi prostred-
nictvim JeziSe Krista ,,spaseni véem diliim rukou
svych“v urcitém kralovstvi slavy.Jedinou vyjim-
kou jsou ti, ktefi védomeé ,,popiraji Syna poté, co
ho Otec zjevil®

Jezis na pocatku svého ptisobeni ve smrtel-
nosti oznamil své poslani pozehnat nam vsem
v$im, co jsme ochotni pfijmout — v kazdé dobe,
v kazdé zemi, za kazdé situace. Po 40dennim
pustu se vydal do synagogy, kde precetl: ,,Duch
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Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty them that are bruised”

Poor, brokenhearted, captive, blind,
bruised—that’s each of us.

The book of Isaiah continues the Messianic
promise of hope, deliverance, assurance: “Ap-
point unto them that mourn in Zion, ... give
unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness.”

Thus, we cry out, “I will greatly rejoice in the
Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he
hath clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he hath covered me with the robe of righteous-
ness.”

Each Easter season, we celebrate, as a sym-
bolic whole, eternity’s great gifts through Jesus
Christ: His Atonement; His (and the promise
of our) literal Resurrection; Restoration of His
latter-day Church with priesthood keys and
authority to bless all God’s children. We rejoice
in the garments of salvation and the robe of
righteousness. We shout, “Hosanna to God and
the Lamb!”

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life”

May we each find in Jesus Christ atonement,
resurrection, and restoration—peace, becoming,
and belonging—that which is enduringly real
and joyful, happy and forever, I pray in His holy

name, Jesus Christ, amen.
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Pané nade mnou, proto ze pomazal mne, kazati
evangelium chudym poslal mne, a uzdravovati
skrousené srdcem, zvéstovati jatym propusténi a
slepym vidéni, a propustiti ssouzené v svobodu.*

Chudi, zkrouseni srdcem, jati, slepi, souzeni
- to zahrnuje nas vSechny.

V knize Izaia§ové nachazime pokracovani
mesiasského zaslibeni nadéje, vysvobozeni a
ujistént: ,, Abych zptisobil radost [truchlicim]
Sionskym, a dal jim okrasu misto popela, olej
[veseli] misto smutku, odév chvaly misto ducha
sevieného.”

A proto muzeme zvolat: ,Velice se budu
radovati v Hospodinu, a plésati bude duse ma v
Bohu mém; nebo mne oblékl v roucho spasent, a
plastém spravedlnosti priodél mne.*

Kazdé Velikonoce oslavujeme jako symbo-
licky celek veliké dary vécnosti dané skrze JeziSe
Krista — Jeho Usmireni; Jeho doslovné VzkiiSeni
(a zaslibeni naseho vzkfiSeni); a Znovuziizeni
Jeho Cirkve v poslednich dnech s knézskymi klici
a pravomoci Zehnat vS§em Bozim détem. Radu-
jeme se z roucha spaseni a plasté spravedlivosti.
Provolavame: ,Hosana Bohu a Berankovi!“

»Nebo tak Bith miloval svét, Ze Syna svého
jednorozeného dal, aby kazdy, kdoz véii v ného,
nezahynul, ale mél Zivot vécny.”

Kéz kazdy z nds nalezne v Jezi$i Kristu usmi-
feni, vzkfi$eni a znovuziizeni — pokoj, schopnost
stat se takovym, jako je On, a sounalezitost - to,
co je trvale skutecné a radostné, Stastné a vécné,
o to se modlim ve svatém jménu Jezise Krista,
amen.
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