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While many circumstances in life may be beyond
our control, none of us is beyond the reach of the
Lordss infinite blessings.

Serving in the Presiding Bishopric, I have
had the privilege of meeting Latter-day Saints
around the world in a variety of places and
cultures. I have been continually inspired by
your abiding faith and devotion to the Lord Jesus
Christ. Yet I have also been moved by the diverse
and often difficult circumstances many of you
face—challenges such as illness, disability, limit-
ed resources, fewer opportunities for marriage or
education, abuse by others, and other limitations
or constraints. At times, these trials may seem to
hinder your progress and challenge your genuine
efforts to live the gospel fully, making it more dif-
ficult to serve, worship, and fulfill sacred duties.

My dear friends, if you ever feel limited or
disadvantaged by the circumstances of your life,
I want you to know this: The Lord loves you per-
sonally. He knows your circumstances, and the
door to His blessings remains wide open to you
no matter the challenges you face.

I have learned this truth through a personal
experience that, though seemingly insignificant,
left a lasting impression on me. At the age of 22,
while serving in the French Air Force in Paris, I
was thrilled to learn that Flder Neal A. Maxwell,
an Apostle of the Lord, would be speaking at a
conference on the Champs-Elysées. However,
just before the event, I received orders to drive a
senior officer to the airport at the exact time the
conference was set to take place.

I was disappointed. But determined to
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I kdyz mnohé Zivotni situace mohou byt mimo
nasi kontrolu, nikdo z nds neni mimo dosah Pdno-
vych nekonecnych poZehnani.

P1i sluzbé v Pfedsedajicim biskupstvu mam
vysadu setkavat se po celém svété se Svatymi
poslednich dnti na rtiznych mistech a z rznych
kultur. Vase neochvéjna vira a oddanost Panu
Jezisi Kristu mé neustale inspiruji. Také ve mné
ale vyvolavaji hluboké pohnuti rozmanité a casto
obtizné okolnosti, kterym mnozi z vas Celite —
tézkosti, jako jsou naptiklad nemoci, postizeni,
omezené prostiedky, omezené prilezitosti uzavrit
snatek ¢i ziskat vzdélani, tyrani ¢i zneuzivani ze
strany druhych ¢i jina omezeni nebo prekazky.
Obcas se muize zdat, Ze tyto zkousky brzdi vas
pokrok a predstavuji zkousku pro vase upfimné
usili Zit naplno v souladu s evangeliem, kviili ce-
muz je téz$i slouzit, uctivat Boha a plnit posvatné
povinnosti.

Drazi pratelé, pokud se nékdy budete citit
omezeni nebo znevyhodnéni okolnostmi svého
zivota, chtél bych, abyste védéli toto: Pan vas
osobné miluje. Zna vasi situaci a dvere k Jeho
pozehnanim pro vas zlstavaji dokofan oteviené
bez ohledu na tézkosti, kterym celite.

Tuto pravdu jsem poznal diky jednomu
osobnimu zazitku, ktery ve mné navzdory své
zdanlivé bezvyznamnosti zanechal trvaly dojem.
Kdyz jsem ve véku 22 let slouzil ve francouzském
letectvu v Pafizi, s nadSenim jsem se dozvédél,
ze star$i Neal A. Maxwell, apostol Pané, bude
promlouvat na konferenci na Champs-Elysées.
Nedlouho pred touto akei jsem vsak obdrzel roz-
kaz odvézt na letisté vysoce postaveného diistoj-
nika presné v dob¢, kdy méla konference zacit.

Byl jsem zklamany. Ale byl jsem odhod-
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attend, I dropped the officer off and rushed to
the conference. After finding a parking spot, I
sprinted down the Champs-Elysées to the meet-
ing place and arrived breathless with only five
minutes left before the meeting ended. Just as I
entered, I heard Elder Maxwell say, “I will now
give you an apostolic blessing.” In that instant, I
had a beautiful, unforgettable spiritual experi-
ence. I was overcome by the Spirit, and the words
of the blessing seemed to penetrate every fiber of
my soul as though they were meant just for me.

What I experienced that day was a small yet
powerful manifestation of a comforting aspect of
God’s plan for His children: When circumstances
beyond our control prevent us from fulfilling
the righteous desires of our hearts, the Lord will
compensate in ways that allow us to receive His
promised blessings.

This reassuring truth is grounded in three
key principles found in the restored gospel of
Jesus Christ:

God loves each of us perfectly.“He inviteth
[us] all to come unto him and partake of his
goodness”His plan of redemption ensures that
everyone, without exception, will be granted a
just opportunity to one day receive the blessings
of salvation and exaltation.

Because God is both just and merciful and
His plan is perfect,He will not hold us account-
able for things beyond our control. Elder Neal A.
Maxwell explained that “God ... takes into mer-
ciful account not only our desires and our perfor-
mance, but also the degrees of difficulty which
our varied circumstances impose upon us.”

Through Jesus Christ and His Atonement,
we can find the strength to endure and ultimately
overcome all of life’s challenges.As Alma taught,
the Savior took upon Himself not only the sins of
the repentant but also “the pains and the sick-
nesses of his people” and “their infirmities” Thus,
beyond redeeming us from our mistakes, the
Lord’s mercy and grace sustain us through injus-
tices, deficiencies, and limitations imposed by
our mortal experience.

Receiving these compensating blessings
comes with certain conditions. The Lord asks us
to do “all we can”and to “offer [our] whole souls
as an offering unto him.”This requires a deep de-
sire, a sincere and faithful heart, and our utmost
diligence in keeping His commandments and
aligning our will with His.
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lan se ji zucastnit, a tak jsem onoho diistojnika
vysadil na letisti a spéchal na konferenci. Jak-
mile jsem nasel parkovaci misto, utikal jsem po
Champs-Elysées na misto setkni a dorazil jsem
cely udychany pouhych pét minut pfed koncem
shromazdeéni. Jakmile jsem vstoupil, zaslechl
jsem, jak starsi Maxwell fika: ,Nyni vam udélim
apostolské pozehnani.“ V tom okamziku jsem
mél krasny, nezapomenutelny duchovni zazitek.
Pfemohl mé Duch a zdalo se, jako by slova ono-
ho pozehnani pronikala kazdou ¢asteckou mé
duse, jako by byla urcena pravé mné.

To, co jsem toho dne zazil, byl maly, nicméné
mocny projev utésujiciho aspektu planu, ktery
Buh vytvoril pro své déti: Kdyz nam okolnosti,
které nemitizeme ovlivnit, brani naplnit spravedli-
va prani naSeho srdce, Pan nam to vynahradi tak,
abychom mohli obdrzet Jeho zaslibena pozehna-
ni.

Tato ujistujici pravda je zalozena na tfech
klicovych zasadach, které se nachdzeji ve zno-
vuziizeném evangeliu Jezise Krista:

Biih kazdého z nas dokonale miluje.,,On
[nas] zve vSechny, [abychom prisli] k nému a
[podileli] se na dobrotivosti jeho.“Jeho plan vy-
koupeni zajistuje, ze kazdy bez vyjimky dostane
spravedlivou prilezitost obdrzet jednoho dne
pozehnani spaseni a oslaveni.

Biih nas vzhledem k tomu, Ze je jak spravedl-
ny, tak milosrdny a Ze Jeho plan je dokonaly,ne-
bude volat k zodpovédnosti za to, co nemtizeme
ovlivnit. Starsi Neal A. Maxwell vysvétlil, ze
»Buh... milosrdné bere v uvahu nejen nase touhy
a skutky, ale také miru obtizi, které na nas kladou
rozmanité okolnosti®

Prostfednictvim JeZiSe Krista a Jeho Usmi-
feni mizeme nachazet silu vytrvat ve vsech
zivotnich tézkostech a nakonec je prekonat.Jak
ucil Alma, Spasitel na sebe nevzal jen hrichy téch,
ktefi ¢ini pokani, ale také ,,bolesti a nemoci lidu
svého™ a ,slabosti jejich® A tak nas Panovo milo-
srdenstvi a milost nejen vykupuji z nasich chyb,
ale také nas posiluji tvari v tvar nespravedlnos-
tem, nedostatkiim a omezenim, jez nam smrtelny
zivot prinasi.

Ziskani téchto vynahrazujicich pozehnani je
spojeno s ur¢itymi podminkami. Pan nds zada,
abychom ucinili v8e, ,,co... mizeme®,a abychom
Mu obétovali ,,celou dusi svou jako obét“. To
vyzaduje hlubokou touhu, upfimné a vérné srdce
a co nejvetsi pili pri dodrzovani Jeho prikazani a
uvadéni nasi viile do souladu s tou Jeho.
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When our earnest efforts fall short of our
aspirations due to circumstances beyond our
control, the Lord still accepts the desires of our
hearts as a worthy offering. President Dallin H.
Oaks taught, “We will be blessed for the righ-
teous desires of our hearts even though some
outside circumstance has made it impossible for
us to carry those desires into action.”

As the Prophet Joseph Smith worried about
his brother Alvin, who had died without receiv-
ing essential gospel ordinances, he received this
comforting revelation: “All that shall die hence-
forth without a knowledge of [the gospel], who
would have received it with all their hearts, shall
be heirs of [the celestial kingdom of God]” The
Lord then added, “For I, the Lord, will judge all
men according to their works, according to the
desire of their hearts.”

What matters to the Lord is not merely
whether we areablebut whether we arewillingto
do all we can to follow Him as our Savior.

A friend once comforted a young mission-
ary grieving over his early release due to health
reasons, despite his sincere prayers and earnest
desire to serve. This friend shared a scripture in
which the Lord declared that when His children
“go with all their might” and “cease not their dil-
igence” to fulfill His commandments, “and their
enemies [which may include adverse circum-
stances in our lives] hinder them from perform-
ing that work, behold, it behooveth me to require
that work no more at the hands of those [people],
but toaccept of their offerings”

My friend testified to this young man that
God knew he had given his very best in answer-
ing the call to serve. He assured him that the
Lord had accepted his offering and that the bless-
ings promised to all faithful missionaries would
not be withheld.

The Lord’s compensating blessings often
come through the kindness and service of others
who help us accomplish what we cannot do on
our own. I remember a time when, living far
from one of our daughters in France, we felt
helpless to assist her after a difficult delivery.
That same week our ward in Utah sought help
for a mother who had just given birth to twins.
My wife, Valérie, volunteered to bring a meal for
her, with a prayer in her heart for both this new
mother and our daughter in need. Soon after, we
learned that the sisters in our daughter’s ward in
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Kdyz se nam navzdory upfimné snaze kvuli
okolnostem, které nemtizeme ovlivnit, nase
oc¢ekavani nepodafi naplnit, Pan presto prijima
prani naseho srdce jako dustojnou obét. Presi-
dent Dallin H. Oaks u¢il: ,Budeme pozehnani
za spravedliva prani naseho srdce, i kdyz nam
néjaké vnéjsi okolnosti znemoznily tato prani
uskutec¢nit.”

Kdyz si Prorok Joseph Smith délal staros-
ti o svého bratra Alvina, ktery zemfel, aniz by
obdrzel nezbytné obrady evangelia, obdrzel
toto utésujici zjeveni: ,.V§ichni, jiz zemrou od
nynéjska bez... poznani [evangelia], kdoz by ho
pfijali celym srdcem svym, budou dédici [Boziho
celestialniho kralovstvi].“Pan pak dodal: ,,Nebot
ja, Pan, budu souditi vSechny lidi podle skutki
jejich, podle prani srdce jejich.”

Panu nezalezi jen na tom, zda jsmeschopni,
ale i na tom, zda jsmeochotniudélat vse, co je v
nasich silach, abychom Ho jakozto svého Spasite-
le nasledovali.

Jeden pritel jednou utésoval mladého misi-
onare, ktery se trapil, protoze byl ze zdravotnich
divodii predcasné uvolnén i navzdory upfim-
nym modlitbam a horlivé touze slouzit. Tento
pritel se s nim podélil o vers z pisem, v némz Pan
prohlasil, ze kdyz Jeho déti pijdou ,,s veskerou
moci svou® a ,,neustanou v pili své®, aby plnily
Jeho prikazani, a ,,nepratelé jejich [coz mtize
zahrnovat i nepfiznivé okolnosti v nasem Zivo-
té] budou jim braniti ve vykonavani onoho dila,
vizte, je to ma viile nepozadovati jiz ono dilo z
rukou onéch [lidi], alepfijmouti obéti jejich®

Muj pritel tomuto mladému muzi vydal
svédectvi, Ze Btih vi, Ze udélal ve, co bylo v jeho
silach, aby prijal povolani slouzit. Ujistil ho, ze
Pan jeho obét prijal a Ze pozehnani slibend viem
vérnym misionaitim mu nebudou odepfena.

Panova vynahrazujici pozehnani casto
prichazeji prostfednictvim laskavosti a sluzby
druhych, ktefi ndm pomahaji uskutecnit to, co
sami nezvladneme. Vzpominam si na chvile, kdy
jsme kvuli tomu, Ze jsme zili daleko od jedné z
nasich dcer ve Francii, pocitovali bezmoc, pro-
toZe jsme ji nemohli pomoci po tézkém porodu.
Tentyz tyden hledal nas sbor v Utahu pomoc pro
matku, které se pravé narodila dvojcata. Moje
manzelka Valérie se nabidla, ze ji doveze jidlo, v
srdci se pritom modlila za tuto novopec¢enou ma-
minku i za nasi dceru, kterd potfebovala pomoc.
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France had organized to provide meals for her
family. To us, God had answered our prayers,
sending His angels to bring comfort when we
couldn’t.

When facing limitations and challenges,
may we recognize ourownblessings—our gifts,
resources, and time—and use them to serve
those in need. In doing so, we will not only bless
others but invite healing and compensation into
our own lives.

One of the most powerful ways we may
contribute to God’s compensating blessings is
through the vicarious work we do for our ances-
tors in the house of the Lord. As we perform or-
dinances on their behalf, we actively participate
in the Lord’s great work of salvation, using our
gifts and abilities to provide blessings to those
who did not have the opportunity to receive
them during their mortal lives.

The loving service we offer in holy temples
reminds us that the Savior’s grace extends beyond
this life. In the life to come, we may be given
new opportunities to accomplish what we could
not do in this mortal life. Speaking to sisters
who had not yet found an eternal companion,
President Lorenzo Snow lovingly said: “There is
no Latter-day Saint who dies after having lived
a faithful life who will lose anything because of
having failed to do certain things when oppor-
tunities were not furnished him or her. ... They
will have all the blessings, exaltation and glory
that any man or woman will have who had this
opportunity.”

This message of hope and comfort is for all
of us, children of God. None of us can escape the
challenges and limitations of mortality. After all,
we are all born with an inherent incapacity to
save ourselves. Yet we have a loving Savior, and
“we know that it is by [His] grace that we are
saved, after all we can do.”

I testify that while many circumstances in life
may be beyond our control, none of us is beyond
the reach of the Lord’s infinite blessings. Through
His atoning sacrifice, the Savior will compensate
for every inability and injustice if we offer our
whole souls to Him. In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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Kratce poté jsme se dozvédéli, ze sestry ze sboru
nasi dcery ve Francii se domluvily, Ze jeji rodiné
zajisti jidlo. Pocitili jsme, Ze Bith zodpovédél nase
modlitby tim, Ze poslal své andély, aby ji poskytli
utéchu, kdyz jsme ji nemohli pomoci my.

Kéz budeme ve chvilich, kdy budeme celit
riiznym omezenim a tézkostem, schopni rozpo-
znavatsvapozehnani - své dary, zdroje a ¢as — a
pouzivat je ke sluzbé potfebnym. Nejenze tim
budeme zehnat druhym, ale budeme tim také
pfivolavat uzdraveni a vynahrazujici pozehnani
do svého zivota.

Jednim z nejmocnéjsich zptsobt, jak mu-
zeme prispivat k Bozim vynahrazujicim pozeh-
nanim, je zastupna prace, kterou vykonavame za
své predky v domé Pané. Kdyz za né vykonavame
obrady, aktivné se podilime na Panové veliké
praci na spaseni a pouzivame své dary a schop-
nosti k tomu, abychom zajistovali pozehnani pro
ty, ktefi neméli prilezitost pfijmout je béhem
smrtelného Zivota.

Laskyplna sluzba, které se vénujeme ve sva-
tych chramech, nam pfipomind, ze Spasitelova
milost presahuje hranice tohoto Zivota. V Zivote,
ktery prijde, mozna dostaneme nové prilezitosti
uskutecnit to, co jsme v tomto smrtelném zivoté
uskutecnit nemohli. Sestram, které dosud nena-
$ly vé¢ného spolecnika, president Lorenzo Snow
laskyplné sdélil: ,,Zadny Svaty poslednich dni,
ktery zemfel poté, co vedl vérny zivot, neztrati
nic kvuli tomu, Ze se mu nepodarilo vykonat
urcité véci jen proto, ze se mu k tomu nenaskytly
prilezitosti. ... [Tito lidé budou] mit v§echna
pozehnani, oslaveni a slavu, kterou budou mit
kazdy muz nebo Zena, ktefi tuto prilezitost méli.”

Toto poselstvi nadéje a atéchy je urceno
nam vsem, détem Bozim. Nikdo z nas nemtize
uniknout tézkostem a omezenim smrtelnosti.
Vsichni jsme se koneckoncti narodili s vrozenou
neschopnosti spasit sebe sama. Nicméné mame
milujiciho Spasitele a ,,vime, Ze milosti [Jeho]
jsme spaseni po v§em, co my mtiZeme uciniti®

Svéd¢im o tom, Ze i kdyz mnohé Zivotni
situace mohou byt mimo nasi kontrolu, nikdo
z nas neni mimo dosah Panovych nekone¢nych
pozehnani. Spasitel nam svou smirnou obéti
vynahradi vse, co sami nezvladneme, a kazdou
nespravedlnost, pokud Mu obétujeme celou svou
dusi. Ve jménu Jezise Krista, amen.
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