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The Lord is merciful and our Heavenly Father’s
plan of salvation is truly a plan of mercy.

A Prophet's Invitation

Last April, soon after the joyful news that the
Church had acquired the Kirtland Temple, Pres-
ident Russell M. Nelson invited us to study the
dedicatory prayer of the Kirtland Temple, record-
ed insection 109 of the Doctrine and Covenants.
The dedicatory prayer, said President Nelson,

“is a tutorial about how the temple spiritually
empowers you and me to meet the challenges of
life in these last days.”

I am sure your study of section 109 yielded
insights that blessed you. This evening, I share
a couple of things I learned as I followed our
prophet’s invitation. The peace-giving path down
which my study led reminded me that the Lord
is merciful and that our Heavenly Father’s plan of
salvation is truly a plan of mercy.

Newly Called Missionaries Serving in
the Temple

As you may be aware, “newly called mis-
sionaries are encouraged to receive the temple
endowment as soon as possible and to attend the
temple as often as circumstances allow” Once en-
dowed, they also “may serve as temple ... work-
ers before they begin missionary service”

Time in the temple before entering the mis-
sionary training center (MTC) can be a wonder-
ful blessing for new missionaries as they learn
more about temple covenants before sharing the
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Padn je milosrdny a plan spaseni od naseho Nebes-
kého Otce je vskutku planem milosrdenstvi.

Vyzva proroka

Vloni v dubnu, kratce po radostné zprave, ze
Cirkev odkoupila chram Kirtland, nds president
Russell M. Nelson vyzval, abychom si prostudo-
vali zasvécovaci modlitbu chramu Kirtland, kterd
je zaznamenana vel09. oddile Nauky a smluv.
Tato zasvécovaci modlitba, fekl president Nelson,
»je poucenim o tom, jak chram duchovné uscho-
pniuje vas i mé, abychom dokazali Celit zivotnim
tézkostem v téchto poslednich dnech®

Jsem si jist, Ze vam studium 109. oddilu pti-
neslo postrehy, jez vam pozehnaly. Dnes vecer se
s vami podélim o to, cemu jsem se naucil ja, kdyz
jsem uposlechl vyzvu naseho proroka. Pokojna
cesta, po niz mé studium vedlo, mi pfipomnéla,
ze Pan je milosrdny a ze plan spaseni od naseho
Nebeského Otce je vskutku planem milosrden-
stvi.

Nové povolani misionari slouzici v chra-
mu

Jak mozna vite, ,,nové povolani misiondri
jsou povzbuzovani, aby co mozna nejdrive ptijali
chramové obdarovani a aby navstévovali chram
tak casto, jak jim to okolnosti dovoli®. Jakmile
jsou obdarovani, mohou také ,,pfed zahdjenim
sluzby na misii slouzit jako chramovi... pracov-
nici®

Cas stréveny v chramu pted vstupem do mi-
sionarského vycvikového stiediska (MTC) muze
byt pro nové misionare uzasnym pozehnanim,
nebot se dozvédi vice o chramovych smlouvach
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blessings of those covenants with the world.

But in studying section 109, I learned that
in the temple, God empowers new missionar-
ies—indeed, all of us—in an additional, sacred
way.In the dedicatory prayer, given by revelation,
the Prophet Joseph Smith prayed that “when thy
servants shall go out from thy house ... to bear
testimony of thy name,” the “hearts” of “all peo-
ple” would “be softened”—both the “great ones of
the earth” and “all the poor, the needy, and [the]
afflicted” He prayed that “their prejudices may
give way before the truth, and thy people may
obtain favor in the sight of all; that all the ends of
the earth may know that we, thy servants, have
heard thy voice, and that thou hast sent us”

This is a beautiful promise for a newly called
missionary—to have prejudices “give way before
the truth,” to “obtain favor in the sight of all,”
and to have the world know they are sent by the
Lord. Each of us surely needs these same bless-
ings. What a blessing it would be to have hearts
softened as we interact with neighbors and co-
workers. The dedicatory prayer does not explain
exactly how our time in the temple will soften
others’ hearts, but I am convinced it is bound up
with how time in the house of the Lord softens
our own hearts by centering us on Jesus Christ
and His mercy.

The Lord Answers Joseph Smith's Plea
for Mercy

As I studied the Kirtland dedicatory prayer,
I was also struck that Joseph again and again
pleaded for mercy—for the members of the
Church,for the enemies of the Church,for the
leaders of the country, for the nations of the
earth.And, very personally, he pleaded with the
Lord to remember himand to have mercy upon
his beloved Emma and their children.

How must Joseph have felt when, one week
later, on Easter Day, April 3, 1836, in the Kirtland
Temple, the Savior appeared to him and Oliver
Cowdery and, as recorded insection 110 of the
Doctrine and Covenants, said, “I have accepted
this house, and my name shall be here; and I will
manifest myself to my people in mercy in this
house”This promise of mercy must have had
special meaning to Joseph.And as President Nel-
son taught last April, this promise also “applies
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predtim, nez se o pozehnani plynouci z téchto
smluv podéli se svétem.

P1i studiu 109. oddilu jsem se v$ak dozvédel,
ze v chramu Buh posiluje nové misionare — a
vlastné kazdého z nds - jesté dalsim, posvatnym
zpusobem.Prorok Joseph Smith se v oné zasvé-
covaci modlitbé, ktera byla dana prostfednictvim
zjeveni, modlil takto: Aby ,,az sluzebnici tvoji
vyjdou z domu tvého, ... aby vydavali svédectvi
o jménu tvém’, ,,mohlo byti obmékéeno® srdce
vsech lidi - jak urozenych a velikych na zemi, tak
i vSech chudych, potfebnych a suzovanych. Dale
se modlil: ,, Aby predsudky jejich mohly ustou-
piti pred pravdou a lid tvlij mohl ziskati prizen
v ocich v8ech; aby vSechny konciny zemé mohly
veédéti, ze my, sluzebnici tvoji, jsme slyseli hlas
tvij a ze ty jsi nas poslal.

Toto je krasné zaslibeni pro nové povolané
misionare - Ze predsudky ,,[ustoupi] pred prav-
dou®, oni ,,[ziskaji] prizen v ocich vSech a svét
bude védét, ze jsou vyslani Panem. Tataz pozeh-
nani nepochybné potrebuje kazdy z nas. Bylo by
velikym pozehnanim, kdyby srdce nasich sou-
sedl a spolupracovnikit mohlo byt pfi interak-
cich s nami obmékceno. Zasvécovaci modlitba
nevysvétluje, jak presné cas straveny v chramu
obmeékei srdce druhych, ale jsem presvédcen, ze
to souvisi s tim, jak ¢as straveny v domé Pané
obmeékcuje nase vlastni srdce tim, Ze nas zameéru-
je na Jezise Krista a Jeho milosrdenstvi.

Pan zodpovida upénlivou prosbu Jose-
pha Smitha o milosrdenstvi

P1i studiu zasvécovaci modlitby chramu
Kirtland mé také velmi zaujalo, ze Joseph opako-
vané upénlivé prosil o milosrdenstvi — pro ¢leny
Cirkve,pro nepratele Cirkve,pro vladce zemé, pro
narody zemé.A ve velmi osobni roviné upénlivé
prosil Pana, aby pamatoval i na néja byl milosrd-
ny i k jeho milované Emmeé a jejich détem.

Jak se asi Joseph citil, kdyz se o tyden poz-
déji, o velikono¢ni nedéli 3. dubna 1836, zjevil
jemu a Oliveru Cowderymu v chramu Kirtland
Spasitel a, jak je zaznamenano vel10. oddile
Nauky a smluv, fekl: ,Ptijal jsem tento dim a
jméno mé zde bude; a budu se v tomto domé
projevovati lidu svému v milosrdenstvi.“Toto
zaslibené milosrdenstvi muselo mit pro Josepha
zvlastni vyznam.A jak u¢il president Nelson vloni
v dubnu, toto zaslibeni ,,se v dnes$ni dobé tykaka-
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toeverydedicated temple today.”

Finding Mercy in the House of the Lord

There are so many ways in which we each
can find mercy in the house of the Lord. This has
been true since the Lord first commanded Israel
to build a tabernacle and to place at its center the
“mercy seat”’In the temple, we find mercy in the
covenants we make. Those covenants, in addition
to the baptismal covenant, bind us to the Father
and the Son and give us increased access to what
President Nelson has taught is “a special kind of
love and mercy ... calledhesed” in Hebrew.

We find mercy in the opportunity to be
sealed to our families for eternity. In the temple,
we also come to understand with greater clarity
that the Creation, the Fall, the Savior’s atoning
sacrifice, and our ability to enter again into our
Heavenly Father’s presence—indeed, every part
of the plan of salvation—are manifestations of
mercy.It might be said that the plan of salvation
is a plan of happiness precisely because it is a
“plan of mercy”

Seeking Forgiveness Opens the Door
to the Holy Ghost

I am grateful for the beautiful promise insec-
tion 110that the Lord will manifest Himself in
mercy in His temples. I am also grateful for what
it reveals about how the Lord will manifest Him-
self in mercy whenever we, like Joseph, plead for
mercy.

Joseph Smith’s plea for mercy in section 109
was not the first time his pleas for mercy prompt-
ed revelation. In the Sacred Grove, young Joseph
prayed not just to know which Church was true,
but he also said that he “cried unto the Lord for
mercy, for there was none else to whom I could
go [to] obtain mercy”’Somehow his recognition
that he needed mercy that only the Lord could
provide helped open the windows of heaven.
Three years later the angel Moroni appeared,
following what Joseph said was his “prayer and
supplication to Almighty God for forgiveness of
all my sins and follies.”

This pattern of revelation following a plea for
mercy is a familiar one in the scriptures. Enos
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zdéhozasvéceného chramu®

Nachazejme v domé Pané milosrden-
stvi

Je mnoho zpiisobd, jak kazdy z nas mtze v
domé Pané nalézt milosrdenstvi. Toto plati od
doby, kdy Pan poprvé prikazal Izraelitim, aby
postavili svatostanek a do jeho stfedu umistili
wslitovnici“V chrdmu nachdzime milosrdenstvi
ve smlouvach, které uzavirame. Tyto smlouvy,
spole¢né se smlouvou kfestni, nas spojuji poutem
s Otcem a Synem a poskytuji ndm veétsi pristup
k tomu, co president Nelson popsal jako ,,vyji-
mecny druh lasky a milosrdenstvi®, kterému se v
hebrejstiné fikahesed.

Milosrdenstvi nachazime v prilezitosti byt
pripeceténi ke své rodiné na vé¢nost. V chra-
mu také za¢indme jasnéji chapat, ze Stvoreni,
Pad, Spasitelova smirna obét a nase schopnost
znovu vstoupit do pritomnosti Nebeského Otce-
vskutku kazda ¢ast planu spaseni - je projevem
milosrdenstvi.Dalo by se fici, Ze plan spaseni je
planem $tésti pravé proto, ze je to ,,plan milosr-
denstvi®

Snaha ziskat odpusténi otevira dvere
Duchu Svatému

Jsem vdéc¢ny za ono nadherné zaslibeni
vell0. oddile, ze Pan se bude ve svych chramech
projevovat v milosrdenstvi. Také jsem vdécny
za to, co to odhaluje o tom, jak se Pan projevi v
milosrdenstvi, kdykoli o milosrdenstvi upénlivée
prosime, podobné jako Joseph.

Upénlivé prosba Josepha Smitha o milosr-
denstvi ve 109. oddile nebyla prvnim ptipadem,
kdy jeho prosby o milosrdenstvi vyvolaly zje-
veni. V Posvatném haji se mlady Joseph modlil
nejen o to, aby zjistil, ktera Cirkev je pravdiva,
ale také tekl, ze ,volal... k PAnu o milosrdenstvi,
nebot nebylo nikoho jiného, za kym [by] mohl
jit a milosrdenstvi obdrzetJeho uvédomeéni si
toho, Ze potfebuje milosrdenstvi, které mu muze
poskytnout jediné Pan, pomohlo jakymsi zpiso-
bem oteviit praduchy nebeské. O tfi roky pozdéji
se Josephovi - podle jeho slov - po ,,modlitbé
a upénlivé prosbé k Vsemohoucimu Bohu o
odpusténi vech [jeho] hrichii a blahovosti® zjevil
andél Moroni.

Tento vzor zjeveni, které nasleduje po tpénli-
vé prosbé o milosrdenstvi, je v pismech dobre
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heard the voice of the Lord only after praying for
forgiveness.King Lamoni’s father’s conversion
begins with his prayer, “I will give away all my
sins to know thee”We may not be blessed with
these same dramatic experiences, but for those
who sometimes struggle to feel answers to prayer,
seeking the Lord’s mercy is one of the most pow-
erful ways to feel the witness of the Holy Ghost.

Pondering God's Mercy Opens the Door
to a Testimony of the Book of Mormon

A similar principle is beautifully taught in-
Moroni 10:3-5. We often shorthand these verses
to teach that through sincere prayer, we can
learn whether the Book of Mormon is true. But
this shorthand can neglect the important role of
mercy. Listen to how Moroni begins his exhorta-
tion: “I would exhort you that when ye shall read
these things, ... that ye would remember how
merciful the Lord hath been unto the children of
men, from the creation of Adam even down until
the time that ye shall receive these things, and
ponder it in your hearts”

Moroni urges us not only to read these
things—the records he was about to seal up—but
also toponderin our hearts what the Book of
Mormon reveals about “how merciful the Lord
hath been unto the children of men”It is pon-
dering upon the Lord’s mercy that prepares us
to “ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of
Christ, if these things are not true.”

As we ponder on the Book of Mormon, we
might ask: Is it really true, as Alma taught, that
God’s plan of mercy assures that every person
who ever lived on this earth will be resurrec-
tedand that they will “be restored to their ...
perfect frame”?Is Amulek right—can the Savior’s
mercy satisfyallthe bitterly real demands of jus-
tice that we would otherwise be obligated to pay
and instead “[encircle us] in the arms of safety”?

Is it true, as Alma testified, that Christ
suffered not only for our sins but for our “pains
and afflictions” so that He could “know ... how
to succor his people according to their infirmi-
ties”?Is the Lord really so merciful, as King Ben-
jamin taught, that as a free gift, He atoned “for
the sins of those ... who have died not knowing
the will of God concerning them, or who have
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znamy. Enos uslysel hlas Pané az poté, co se
pomodlil o odpusténi.Obraceni otce krale Lamo-
niho zac¢ina jeho modlitbou: ,,Odlozim vsechny
hrichy své, abych té poznal.“Mozna nejsme
pozehnani stejnymi ohromujicimi zazitky, ale pro
ty, kterym se obcas nedaii pocitovat odpovedi

na modlitby, je pravé usili o Panovo milosrden-
stvi jednim z nejmocnéjsich zpisobi, jak pocitit
svédectvi Ducha Svatého.

Premitani o Bozim milosrdenstvi otevi-
ra dvere ke svédectvi o Knize Mormo-
nove

Podobné zasadé se krasné u¢i vMoronim
10:3-5. Tyto verse Casto zkracujeme ve snaze
ucit skutecnosti, ze prostfednictvim upfimné
modlitby mizeme poznat, zda je Kniha Mormo-
nova pravdiva. Tato zkratka vsak miize upozadit
dalezitou roli milosrdenstvi. Poslechnéte si, jak
Moroni za¢ind své nabadani: ,,Chtél bych vas
nabadati, abyste, az budete ¢isti tyto véci, ... pa-
matovali, jak milosrdny byl Pan k détem lidskym
od stvofeni Adama az do doby, kdy tyto véci
obdrzite, a abyste o tom premitali v srdci svém.“

Moroni nas vybizi, abychom nejen cetli tyto
véci — zaznamy, které se chystal zapecetit — ale
abychom také v srdcipfemitalio tom, co Kniha
Mormonova odhaluje ohledné toho, ,,jak milo-
srdny byl Pan k détem lidskym“ Pravé premitani
o Panové milosrdenstvi nds pfipravuje na to, aby-
chom se ndsledné ,,tdzali Boha, Vééného Otce, ve
jménu Krista, zda tyto véci nejsou pravdivé®.

Kdyz premitame o Knize Mormonove,
mohli bychom se ptat: Je skute¢né pravda, jak
ucil Alma, Ze Bozi plan milosrdenstvi zajistuje,
ze kazdy cloveék, ktery kdy zil na této zemi, bude
vzkiisena ze kazdy bude znovuztizen do své
dokonalé schranky?Ma Amulek pravdu - muze
Spasitelovo milosrdenstvi uspokojitvsechnytrpce
realné pozadavky spravedlnosti, které bychom
jinak byli povinni splnit sami, a misto toho nas
obklopit naru¢im bezpeci?

Je pravda, jak svédcil Alma, ze Kristus trpél
nejen za nase hrichy, ale i za nase ,,bolesti a stras-
ti, aby ,,poznal..., jak pomoci lidu svému podle
slabosti jeho“?Je Pan opravdu tak milosrdny, jak
ucil kral Beniamin, Ze poskytl bezplatny dar v
podobé toho, Ze usmiril ,,htichy téch, ktefi...
zemfeli neznajice vili Bozi ohledné sebe samych
neboli ktefi hresili v neznalosti“?
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ignorantly sinned”?

Is it true, as Lehi said, that “Adam fell that
men might be; and men are, that they might have
joy”?And is it really true, as Abinadi testified,
quoting Isaiah, that Jesus Christ was “wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our in-
iquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed”?

In sum, is the Father’s plan as taught in the
Book of Mormon really this merciful? I testify
that it is and that the peace-giving and hopeful
teachings of mercy in the Book of Mormon are
true.

Still, I imagine that some may be struggling,
despite your faithful reading and prayers, to real-
ize Moroni’s promise that Heavenly Father “will
manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power
of the Holy Ghost’I know this struggle because I
felt it, many years ago, when my own first couple
of reads of the Book of Mormon did not yield an
immediate and clear answer to my prayers.

If you are struggling, may I invite you
to follow Moroni’s counsel to ponder on the
many ways the Book of Mormon teaches “how
merciful the Lord hath been [to] the children
of men”?Based on my experience, I hope that
when you do, the peace of the Holy Ghost can
enter your heart and you can know, believe, and
feelthat the Book of Mormon and the plan of
mercy it teaches are true.

I express my gratitude for the Father’s great
plan of mercy and for the Savior’s willingness to
carry it out. I know that He will manifest Himself
in mercy in His holy temple and in every part of
our life if we will seek Him. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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Je pravda, jak fekl Lehi, Ze ,,Adam padl,
aby lidé mohli byti; a lidé jsou, aby mohli miti
radost“?Je skutecné pravda, jak svédcil Abinadi,
kdy?z citoval Izaiade, ze Jezi$ Kristus byl ,,ranén
pro prestupky nase, potfen pro nepravosti nase;
trestani pro pokoj nas bylo na néj vlozeno; a
ranami jeho jsme uzdraveni®?

Mam-li to shrnout, je Otctv plan, jak se o
ném pise v Knize Mormonové, opravdu takto
milosrdny? Svéd¢im o tom, Ze je a Ze i ono po-
kojné a nadéjeplné uceni o milosrdenstvi v Knize
Mormonové je pravdivé.

Presto si dovedu predstavit, ze u nékterych
z vas nedochazi navzdory tomu, Ze vérné ctete a
modlite se, k naplnéni onoho Moroniova slibu, Ze
Nebesky Otec ,vam projevi... pravdivost [téch-
to véci], moci Ducha Svatého“Znam tento boj,
protoZe jsem ho sam zazil pfed mnoha lety, kdyz
mi nékolik prvnich precteni Knihy Mormonovy
neprineslo okamzitou a jasnou odpovéd na mé
modlitby.

Pokud s timto zapolite, dovolte mi vybidnout
vas, abyste se ridili Moroniovou radou a premita-
li 0o mnoha zptisobech, jimiz Kniha Mormonova
uci, »,jak milosrdny byl Pan k détem lidskym®Na
zakladé svych zkusenosti doufam, ze kdyz tak
budete ¢init, vstoupi vam do srdce pokoj Ducha
Svatého a vy budete moci poznat, uvérit a poci-
tit,ze Kniha Mormonova a plan milosrdenstvi,
kterému uci, jsou pravdivé.

Vyjadtuji svou vdécnost za Otctiv veliky plan
milosrdenstvi a za Spasitelovu ochotu tento plan
uskutec¢nit. Vim, Ze Pan se bude projevovat v
milosrdenstvi ve svém svatém chramu a v kazdé
oblasti naseho Zivota, pokud Ho budeme hledat.
Ve jménu Jezise Krista, amen.
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