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We want our children to believe in Jesus Christ,
belong to Jesus Christ and His Church through
covenant, and strive to become like Jesus Christ.

When our son Eli was in fourth grade, his
class set up a mock government where he was
elected by his peers to serve as class judge. One
day a sitting judge from the Utah Second Dis-
trict Court visited, put his official robes on Eli,
and then administered an oath of office for their
class. This ignited in Eli’s young, impressionable
soul a passion for studying law and the Lawgiver
Himself, Jesus Christ.

After years of diligent effort, Eli received an
invitation for an interview with one of his top
choices for law school. He pronounced, “Mom, I
was asked 10 questions. The final question was,
‘Where do you derive your moral compass?’ I
stated that throughout history humankind has
derived systems of morality by patterning their
lives from archetypes. The archetype of morality
[ strive to pattern my life from is that of Jesus
Christ. I stated if all of humanity abided by
the teachings of Jesus Christ in the Sermon on
the Mount, the world would be a better, more
peaceful place” Then the interview ended, and
he thought to himself, “There go my childhood
dreams. No one in secular academia wants to
hear about Jesus Christ.”

Two weeks later, Eli was admitted with a
scholarship. Before committing, we visited the
campus. The law school looked like a castle and
was set high on a hill overlooking a beautiful
lake. Remarkably, as we walked through the mag-
nificent library and stately corridors, we found
on banners and carved in stone attributes from
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Prejeme si, aby nase déti v Jezise Krista vétily, aby
k Jezisi Kristu a k Jeho Cirkvi nalezZely prostred-
nictvim smlouvy a aby usilovaly o to, aby se staly
takovymi, jako je Jezis Kristus.

Kdyz nas syn Eli chodil do ¢tvrtého ro¢niku,
jeho tfida si zkousela model fizeni statu a Eliho
jeho vrstevnici zvolili, aby byl v jejich tfidé soud-
cem. Jednoho dne je navstivil skute¢ny soudce
ze soudu v 2. utazském obvodu, oblékl Eliho do
soudcovského talaru a nechal ho vykonat pfisahu
pro pusobeni v jejich tfidé. To v Eliové vnimavé
dusi zazehlo nadseny zajem o studium prav i
zajem o samotného Zakonodarce, Jezise Krista.

Po letech pilného usili Eli obdrzel pozvanku
k pfijimacimu pohovoru na jednu z pravnickych
fakult, na kterych si velmi pral studovat. Oznamil
mi: ,,Mami, polozili mi deset otdzek. Posledni
znéla: ,Co je pro vas moralnim kompasem?‘
Odpovédél jsem, ze v pribéhu historie lidstvo
odvozovalo systémy moralky tim, ze své Zivoty
modelovalo podle archetypi. Archetypem moral-
ky, podle néhoz se snazim svtij zivot modelovat
j4, je archetyp mordlky Jezi$e Krista. Rekl jsem,
ze kdyby veskeré lidstvo ctilo uceni Jezide Krista
obsazené v Kazani na hote, svét by byl lep$im,
pokojnéjsim mistem.“ Pak pohovor skoncil a on
si pomyslel: ,,A to je konec mého détského snu.
Nikdo na sekularni univerzité nechce poslouchat
reci o Jezisi Kristu.“

Za dva tydny byl Eli pfijat a ziskal i stipen-
dium. Pred zac¢atkem skolniho roku jsme areal
$koly navstivili. Budova pravnické fakulty ptipo-
minala hrad, ktery se vypinal vysoko na kopci s
vyhledem na krasné jezero. Kdyz jsme prochazeli
nadhernou knihovnou a honosnymi chodbami,
zaujalo nas, Ze vy$ité na praporcich a vytesané do
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the Sermon on the Mount.

The Sermon on the Mountis decisively the
most noteworthy discourse ever delivered,pio-
neering in its teachings. No other sermon can
help us better understand the character of Jesus
Christ, His divine attributes,and our ultimate
purpose to become like Him.

Lifelong discipleship of Jesus Christ begins
in our homes—and in Primary as early as 18
months of age. We want our children tobeliev-
ein Jesus Christ,belongto Jesus Christ and His
Church through covenant, and strive tobecome-
like Jesus Christ.

Believe in Jesus Christ

First, believe in Jesus Christ.

After the bread of life sermon, “many of [the
Lord’s] disciples” found it hard to accept His
teachings and doctrine, and they “went back,
andwalked no more with him.Jesus then turned
to the Twelve and asked a heart-wrenching ques-
tion: “Will ye also go away?”

Peter responded:

“Lord,to whom shall we go? thou hast the
words of eternal life.

“... We believe and are sure that thou art that
Christ, the Son of the living God”

As Peter demonstrated, belief is “to have faith
in someone or to accept something as true”’And
for our faith to lead to salvation, it must be
centered in the Lord Jesus Christ.“We ... exercise
faith in [Jesus] Christ when we have an assurance
that He exists, [an understanding] of His [true]
character [and nature], and a knowledge that we
are striving to live according to His will”

Our beloved prophet, President Russell M.
Nelson, declared, “Faith in Jesus Christ is the
foundation of all belief and the conduit of divine
power.”

How can we help children strengthen their
belief in Jesus Christ and access His divine pow-
er? We need to look no further than to our Savior
Himself.

“[The Lord] spake unto the people, saying:

“Behold, I am Jesus Christ. ...

“Arise and come forth. ...

“ .. The multitude went forth, and thrust
their hands into his side, and did feel the prints
of the nails in his hands and in his feet; and this
they did do, going forth one by one ... and did-
seewith their eyes and didfeelwith their hands,
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kamene byly vlastnosti z Kazani na hore.

Kézani na hoteje diky svému prilomovému
uceni kazdopadné nejpozoruhodnéjsi reci, ktera
byla kdy pronesena.Zadné jiné kdzani ndm ne-
muze pomoci lépe pochopit povahu JeZise Krista,
Jeho bozské vlastnostia nas nejvyssi ucel - stat se
takovymi, jako je On.

Celozivotni ucednictvi ve vztahu k Jezisi
Kristu za¢ind v nasem domové — a v Primarkach
jiz od véku 18 mésict. Pfejeme si, aby nase déti
v Jezise Kristaverily, aby k Jezisi Kristu a k Jeho
Cirkvinalezelyprostrednictvim smlouvy a aby
usilovaly o to, abyse stalytakovymi, jako je Jezi$
Kristus.

Vérme v JeziSe Krista

Zaprveé — véime v JeziSe Krista.

Kdy?z Jezi$ pronesl kazani o chlebu Zivota,
»mnozi z u¢edlnikd jeho“ nedokazali Jeho uceni
a nauku pfijmout a ,,odesli zpét, anechodili s nim
vice“Jezi$ se pak obratil k Dvanacti a polozil jim
srdceryvnou otazku: ,Zdaliz i vy chcete odjiti?“

Petr odpovedél:

»Pane,k komu piijdeme? Slova vé¢ného
Zivota mds.

... My jsme uvérili, a poznali, Ze jsi ty Kris-
tus, Syn Boha zivého.”

Jak Petr ukazal, vira znamena ,,miti viru v
nékoho nebo prijimati néco jako pravdivé“ A aby
nas vira vedla ke spaseni, musi byt jejim ustred-
nim bodem Pan Jezi$ Kristus.Viru v JeziSe Krista
uplatiiujeme, kdyz mame ujisténi, ze Kristus
existuje, rozumime Jeho pravé povaze a podstaté
a vime, Ze se snazime zit podle Jeho vtile.

Nas$ milovany prorok, president Russell M.
Nelson, prohlasil: ,\Vira v Jezise Krista je zakla-
dem veskerého presvédceni a privadécem bozské
moci.”

Jak miizeme détem pomahat posilovat jejich
viru v JeziSe Krista a jejich pristup k bozské
moci? Neni tfeba hledat jinde nez u samotného
Spasitele.

»[Pan] promluvil k lidu rka:

Vizte, jsem Jezi§ Kristus...

Vstante a pojdte...

A stalo se, Ze zastup predstoupil, a oni vkla-
dali ruce své v jeho bok, a pocitili stopy hrebt v
rukou jeho a v nohou jeho; a to ¢inili predstupu-
jice jeden po druhém, ... auvidélio¢ima svyma
apocitilirukama svyma avédélis jistotou avydali
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and didknowof a surety and didbear record, that
it was he”

I invite you to ponder what this can look like
in the life of young children. Do theyheartesti-
monies of Jesus Christ and His gospel? Do they-
seereverential, worshipful images of His ministry
and godhood? Do theyfeeland recognize the
Holy Ghost testifying of His reality and divinity?
Do theyknowof His message and mission?

Belong to Jesus Christ and His Church

Second, belong to Jesus Christ and His
Church.

King Benjamin’s people experienced a
mighty change of heartand by covenant dedicat-
ed their lives to doing God’s will. Because of the
covenant they made with God and Jesus Christ,
they were “called the children of Christ, his sons,
and his daughters”As members of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we have a
covenantal responsibility to build His kingdom
and prepare for His return.

How can we help children make and keep
sacred covenants? In theCome, Follow Meman-
ual, in appendix A and B, we find conversation
starters and lessons that will empower families
and support teachers and leaders in their sacred
responsibility to prepare children for a lifetime
on God’s covenant path.

Become like Jesus Christ

Third, become like Jesus Christ.

In the Book of Mormon, the Savior admon-
ished His newly called disciples to emulate Him
as closely as possible: “What manner of men
ought ye to be? Verily I say unto you, even as I
am.

How can we help baptized and confirmed
children fulfill their covenantal responsibili-
ty to gather themselves and others unto Jesus
Christ?Lifelong discipleship requires us to “be ...
doers of the word, and not hearers only”

When extending invitations to the Lord’s
youngest disciples, please take every opportuni-
ty to lead them, guide them, walk beside them,
and help them find the Way.Counsel with these
precious little ones as they prepare to teach,testi-
ty,pray,or serveso they are confident and experi-
ence joy in fulfilling their responsibilities. Seek
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svédectvi, Ze to je [On]

Vyzyvam vas, abyste se zamysleli nad tim,
jak toto muze vypadat v Zivoté malych déti.
Slychajisvédectvi o Jezisi Kristu a Jeho evange-
liu?Vidajiobrazky Jeho sluzby a Bozstvi, plné ucty
a zboznosti?Pocitujia rozpoznavaji, jak jim Duch
Svaty svédc¢i o Jeho existenci a bozskosti?Dozvi-
daji seo Jeho poselstvi a poslani?

Nalezme k JeziSi Kristu a k Jeho Cirkvi

Zadruhé — nalezme k Jezisi Kristu a k Jeho
Cirkvi.

Lid krale Beniamina prozil mocnou zménu
srdcea prostfednictvim smlouvy zasvétil svij
zivot konani Bozi viile. Diky smlouvé, kterou
tito lidé uzavreli s Bohem a Jezisem Kristem, byli
nazyvani ,,détmi Kristovymi, syny jeho a dcerami
jeho"Jako ¢lenové Cirkve Jezise Krista Svatych
poslednich dntt mame smluvni zodpovédnost
budovat Jeho kralovstvi a ptipravovat se na Jeho
ndvrat.

Jak miizeme détem pomahat uzavirat a
dodrzovat posvatné smlouvy? V dodatcich A a
B priruckyPojd, nasleduj mnenajdeme tipy pro
zahdjeni rozhovort a lekce, které posili rodiny a
podpofi ucitele a vedouci v jejich posvatné zod-
povédnosti, jejimz cilem je pripravit déti na jejich
celozivotni putovani po Bozi cesté smlouvy.

Stanime se takovymi, jako je Jezis Kris-
tus

Zatfeti — stanime se takovymi, jako je Jezi$
Kristus.

V Knize Mormonové Spasitel nabada své
nové povolané uc¢edniky, aby Ho co nejvérnéji
napodobovali: ,,Jakymi lidmi mate byti? Vpravdé
pravim vam, dokonce jako ja jsem.“

Jak mtzeme pokiténym a konfirmovanym
détem pomoci plnit jejich smluvni zodpovédnost
shromazdovat sebe i druhé k Jezisi Kristu?Celozi-
votni uc¢ednictvi vyzaduje, abychom byli ,,¢initelé
slova, a ne posluchaci toliko®.

Kdyz Panovym nejmlad$im uc¢ednikim
predavate urcité vyzvy, vyuzivejte prosim kazdé
prilezitosti k tomu, abyste je vedli, provazeli, kra-
¢eli s nimi a pomahali jim nachdzet onu Cestu.
Predavejte témto drahocennym malickym rady a
pokyny, az se budou ptipravovat na to, Ze bu-
dou u¢it,svédcit,modlit senebo slouzit, aby diky
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inspired ways to help them come to know this is
their Church and they have a vital role to play in
preparing for the Savior’s return.

As Jesus Christ becomes the focus of our
lives, what we desire, and how we desire it, is
forever altered. Conversion changes everything!
It changes our nature “that we have no more dis-
position to do evil, but to do good continually”’It
changes how we spend our time, our resources;
what we read, watch, listen to, and share. It even
changes how we respond in a distinguished, aca-
demic, career-on-the line interview.

We need to infuse the Light of Jesus Chris-
tinto every corner of our lives.If we are not
testifying to the veracity of His premortal god-
hood,His divine mission,and His prison-bursting
Resurrectionin our homes and in every single
meeting of this Church, then our messages of
love, service, honesty, humility, gratitude, and
compassion can become nothing more than a
jaunty pep talk of thoughtful living. Without
Jesus Christ there is no power to change, no
purpose to aspire to, and no reconciliation of the
travails of life. If we become casualin our disci-
pleship of Jesus Christ, it could be catastrophic
for our children.

When we tell our children we love them, are
we also telling them that their Father in Heaven
and Savior Jesus Christ love them?Our love may
comfort and inspire, butTheirlove can sancti-
ty,exalt,and heal.

This Jesus should not be a fictional Jesus,or a
simplistic Jesus,or a bodiless Jesus,or a casual Je-
sus,or an unknown Jesus,but a glorified,omnipo-
tent,resurrected,exalted,worshipful,powerful Only
Begotten Son of God,who ismighty to save.And
as a young child in the Philippines compellingly
testified to me one day, “We are worth saving!”
In the sacred and holy name of Him “whom God
hath set forth to be [the great] propitiation,”Jesus
Christ, amen.

Page4 — Not an official publication

tomu pfi plnéni svych zodpovédnosti ziskavali
sebediivéru a pocitovali radost. Snazte se najit
inspirované zpusoby, jak jim pomoci poznat, Ze
toto je jejich Cirkev a Ze maji hrat v pfipravé na
Spasiteliv navrat zdsadni roli.

Kdy?z se Jezi$ Kristus stane ustfednim bodem
naseho Zivota, to, co si prejeme a jak si to preje-
me, se navzdy zméni. Obraceni méni v§echno!
Méni nasi podstatu, ,,takZe jiz nemame sklonu
¢initi zlo, ale neustale ¢initi dobro“Méni to, jak
vyuzivame svuj cas, své zdroje; to, co Cteme, sle-
dujeme, poslouchame a sdilime. Zméni dokonce
i to, jak zareagujeme pfi dulezitém akademickém
pohovoru, na némz bude zaviset nase profesni
draha.

Je tfeba, abychom svétlo Jezise Kristavnaseli
do kazdého koutu svého zivota.Pokud ve svém
domové a na kazdém shromazdéni této Cirkve
nebudeme svédcit o pravdivosti Jeho predsmr-
telné bozskosti,Jeho bozského poslania Jeho
VzkiiSeni vysvobozujiciho z vézeni,pak se nase
poselstvi lasky, sluzby, cestnosti, pokory, vdéc-
nosti a soucitu nemohou stat ni¢im jinym nez
bodrymi povzbudivymi fe¢mi o ohleduplném
zivoté. Bez JeziSe Krista neexistuje zadna moc ke
zméng, zadny cil, o ktery bychom mohli usilovat,
ani Zzadné smifeni ve vztahu k nasim Zivotnim
tézkostem. Pokud se jako ucednici Jezise Krista
staneme laxnimi,mohlo by to byt pro nase déti
katastrofalni.

Kdyz svym détem rikdme, Ze je mame radi,
fikdme jim také, Ze je ma rad i jejich Otec v nebi
a Spasitel Jezis Kristus?Nase laska mtze utésovat
a inspirovat, aleJejichlaska miize posvécovat,po-
vznaseta uzdravovat.

Tento Jezi$ nema byt JeziSem fiktivnim,ani
Jezisem zjednodusenym,ani Jezisem bez téla,ani
Jezisem ledabylym,ani JeziSem neznamym,ale
obdafenym slavou,vsemocnym,vzkiisenym,osla-
venym,hodnym uctivani,mocnymJednorozenym
Synem,ktery ma moc spasit.A jak mi jednoho
dne na Filipinach vydalo ptisobivé svédectvi
jedno malé dité: ,Stojime za to, abychom byli
spaseni!“ V posvatném a svatém jménu Toho,
jehoz Buh ustanovil jako velkou obét slitovani,a
to JeziSe Krista, amen.
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