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Our love for God and His children is a powerful

testimony to the world that this is truly the Savior’s
Church.

Many years ago Sister Uchtdorf and I were
traveling through southern Germany. It was just
before Easter, and we invited a good friend, who
was not a member of the Church, to join us in
our Sunday worship service. We loved this dear
friend, so it was normal and natural to share with
her how we felt about the Savior and His Church
and to invite her to come and see! She accepted
the invitation and joined us at the meetings of a
nearby branch.

If you have ever brought a friend to church
for the first time, you can probably relate to the
way I felt that Sunday morning. I wanted every-
thing to go perfectly. Our friend was a highly
educated, spiritual person. I earnestly hoped the
meetings of this branch would make a good im-
pression on her and represent the Church well.

The branch met in some rented rooms on the
second floor of a grocery store. To get there, we
had to take the stairs at the back of the building,
passing the strong aromas from goods stored
there.

As the sacrament meeting began, I thought
about my friend experiencing this for the first
time, and I couldn’t help but notice things that
made me cringe a little. The singing, for example,
didn’t exactly sound like the Tabernacle Choir.
Restless, noisy children could be heard during
the sacrament. The speakers did their best, but
they were not skilled at public speaking. I sat
uncomfortably through the meeting, hoping that
maybe Sunday School would be better.
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Nase ldaska k Bohu a Jeho détem je mocnym
svédectvim svétu, Ze toto je skutecné Spasitelova
Cirkev.

Pfed mnoha lety jsme se sestrou Uchtdor-
fovou projizdéli jiznim Némeckem. Bylo tésné
pred Velikonocemi a my jsme pozvali jednu nasi
dobrou ptitelkyni, ktera nebyla ¢lenkou Cirkve,
aby s nami $la na nedélni bohosluzbu. Méli jsme
tuto drahou pritelkyni radi, a tak bylo bézné a
pfirozené mluvit s ni o nasich pocitech ohledné
Spasitele a Jeho Cirkve a pozvat ji, aby se prisla
podivat. Pozvani prijala a zc¢astnila se s nami
shromazdéni v nedaleké odbocce.

Pokud jste nékdy privedli nékoho z pratel
poprvé na shromazdéni, nejspis si dokazete
predstavit, jak jsem se onoho nedélniho dopole-
dne citil. Chtél jsem, aby vse probihalo dokonale.
Nase pritelkyné byla velmi vzdélana a duchovné
zalozenda. Upfimné jsem doufal, ze shromazdéni
této odbocky na ni udélaji dobry dojem a budou
dobte reprezentovat Cirkev.

Odbocka se schazela v nékolika pronajatych
mistnostech ve druhém patre obchodu s potravi-
nami. Abychom se tam dostali, museli jsme vyjit
po schodech v zadni ¢asti budovy a vnimat vy-
razné vineé ze zbozi, které tam bylo uskladnéno.

Kdyz zacalo shromazdéni svatosti, pomyslel
jsem na to, Ze ho nase pritelkyné zaziva poprvé,
a nemohl jsem si nev§imnout véci, které¢ meé uva-
dély trochu do rozpaku. Napriklad zpév neznél
zrovna jako zpév sboru Tabernacle Choir. Béhem
svatosti bylo slySet neposedné a hlu¢né deéti.
Recnici se snaZili, ale neméli mnoho zku$enosti s
mluvenim na vefejnosti. Shromazdéni jsem pro-
sedél s nervozitou, a tak jsem doufal, ze Nedélni
$kola snad bude lepsi.
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It wasn’t.
All morning I worried about what our friend
must think of this church we had taken her to.

Afterward, as we drove home, I turned to
talk to our friend. I wanted to explain that this
was just one small branch and it didn't really rep-
resent the Church as a whole. But before I could
say a word, she spoke up.

“That was beautiful,” she said.

I was speechless.

She continued, “I'm so impressed with how
people treat each other in your church. They all
seem to come from different backgrounds, and
yet it’s clear that they genuinely love each other.
This is what I imagine Christ wanted His Church
to be like”

Well, I quickly repented of my judgmental at-
titude. I had wanted picture-perfect meetings to
impress my friend. But what the members of this
branch had achieved was a heart-perfect spirit of
love, kindness, patience, and compassion.

That Faith Might Increase in the Earth

My dear brothers and sisters, my dear
friends, I love The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. It is the Savior’s true and living
Church, and it teaches the restored fulness of
the gospel of Jesus Christ. His priesthood pow-
er and authority reside here. Jesus Christ leads
this Church personally, through servants He has
called and authorized, and by a living prophet,
even President Russell M. Nelson. The Savior has
given the Latter-day Saints a unique mission to
gather God’s children and prepare the world for
the Savior’s Second Coming. I bear my witness
that all of this is true.

But it’s important to remember that when
most people experience the Church of Jesus
Christ for the first time, they aren’t thinking
about priesthood authority or ordinances or the
gathering of Israel. What they’re likely to notice,
above all else, is how they feel when they’re with
us and how we treat each other.

“Love one another;” Jesus said. “By this all
will know that you are My disciples” Very often,
a persons firsttestimonyof Jesus Christ comes
when he or she feels love amongdisciplesof Jesus
Christ.

The Savior declared that He restored His
Church so “that faith ... might increase in the
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Nebyla.

Celé dopoledne jsem s obavami myslel na to,
co si asi nase pritelkyné o tomto shromazdéni,
kam jsme ji vzali, mysli.

Kdyz jsme pozdéji jeli domt, zacal jsem si s
ni povidat. Chtél jsem ji vysvétlit, ze to byla jen
mala odbocka, ktera ve skutecnosti nereprezen-
tuje Cirkev jako celek. Nez jsem ale stacil cokoli
fict, ozvala se ona.

»Bylo to nddherné,” fekla.

Nebyl jsem schopen slova.

Pokracovala: ,Velmi na mé zapisobilo, jak se
k sob¢ lidé ve vasi cirkvi chovaji. Vichni zjevné
pochazeji z riznych prostiedi, ale presto je zfej-
mé, ze se maji opravdu radi. Myslim si, ze pravé
takhle si Kristus pral, aby Jeho Cirkev vypadala.®

Hned jsem zacal ze svého kritického postoje
¢init pokani. Chtél jsem, aby shromazdéni byla
dokonala, aby tak na nasi pritelkyni udélala
dojem. Clenové této odbocky viak vytvorili
dokonalého ducha lasky, laskavosti, trpélivosti a
soucitu.

Aby vira mohla rlisti na zemi

Drazi bratfi a sestry, drazi pratelé, mam
Cirkev Jezise Krista Svatych poslednich dnii
moc rad. Je to Spasitelova prava a ziva Cirkev a
uci znovuziizené plnosti evangelia JeziSe Krista.
Spociva v ni Jeho knézska moc a pravomoc. Jezi$
Kristus tuto Cirkev osobné vede prostfednictvim
sluzebnikd, které povolal a zplnomocnil, a pro-
stfednictvim Zijiciho proroka, presidenta Russella
M. Nelsona. Spasitel dal Svatym poslednich
dnt jedine¢né poslani shromazdovat Bozi déti
a pripravovat svét na Spasiteltiv Druhy prichod.
Svéd¢im o tom, Ze toto vSechno je pravda.

Je vsak dtilezité pamatovat na to, Ze kdyz se
vétsina lidi setkava s Cirkvi JeziSe Krista poprvé,
nepfremysleji o knézské pravomoci ¢i obradech
ani o shromazdovani Izraele. Predevs$im si nejspis
v$imnou toho, jak se citi, kdyz jsou s nami, a jak
se k sobé my navzajem chovame.

Jezis tekl, abychom se méli navzdjem radi.
,»Po tomt poznaji vSickni, Ze jste moji ucedlni-
ci.“Clovek casto ziskava prvnisvédectvio Jezisi
Kristu ve chvili, kdy v pfitomnostiuc¢ednikaJezise
Krista pociti, ze ho maji radi.

Spasitel prohlasil, ze svou Cirkev znovuzridil
proto, ,aby... vira mohla riisti na zemi“Proto,
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earth” Therefore, when people visit our Church
meetings, the Savior wants them to leave with
stronger faith in Him! The love our friends feel
among us will lift them closer to Jesus Christ!
That is our simple goal every time we gather.

Anyone who is seeking greater faith in Christ
or a closer connection to Heavenly Father should
feel right at home in The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. Inviting them to our meet-
ings can be as normal and as natural as inviting
them into our homes.

The Ideal and the Real

Now, I realize that 'm describing the ideal.
And in this mortal life, we rarely get to experi-
ence the ideal. And “until the perfect day; there
will always be a gap between the ideal and the
real. So, what should we do when the Church-
doesn’tfeel like the perfect day? When, for what-
ever reason, our warddoesn’tyet nurture perfect
faith or love? Or when it feels that we don't fit in?

One thing we shouldnotdo is give up on the
ideal!

Thetitle page of the Book of Mormonin-
cludes this important caution: “If there are
faults,” it says, “they are the mistakes of men;
wherefore, condemn not the things of God”

Can a book—or a church or a person—have
“faults” and “mistakes” and still be the work of
God?

My answer is a resoundingyes!

So, while we hold ourselves to the Lord’s high
standards, let’s also be patient with one another.
We are each a work in progress, and we all rely
on the Savior for any progress we make. That’s
true for us as individuals, and it’s true for the
kingdom of God on earth.

The Lord invites us not just tojoinHis king-
dom but also to be anxiously engaged inbuildin-
git. God envisions a people who are “of one heart
and one mind’And to be ofoneheart, we must
seekpurehearts,and that requires amighty change
of heart.

But that doesn’t mean changing my heart
to align with yours. Nor does it mean changing
your heart to align with mine. It means that we
all change our hearts to align with the Savior.

If we are not there yet, remember: with the
Lord’s help, nothing is impossible.
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kdyz lidé navstivi nase cirkevni shromazdéni,
Spasitel chce, aby odchazeli se silngjsi virou v
N¢j! Laska, kterou mezi nami nasi pratelé pociti,
je pozvedne blize k Jezisi Kristu! To je na$ jedno-
duchy cil pokazdé, kdyz se shromazdime.

Kazdy, kdo usiluje o vétsi viru v Krista nebo
o blizéi spojeni s Nebeskym Otcem, by se mél v
Cirkvi Jezise Krista Svatych poslednich dni citit
jako doma. Pozvat druhé na nase shromazdéni
mizeme tak bézné a prirozené, jako kdyz je zve-
me k sobé domtL.

Idedl a realita

Uvédomuji si vsak, Ze popisuji idealni stav. A
v tomto smrtelném Zivoté zazivame idealni stavy
jen zfidkakdy. A nez ,pfijde dokonaly den‘,bude
vzdy existovat propast mezi idealem a realitou.
Co tedy mame délat, kdyz mame v Cirkvi pocit,
7e tento dokonaly den jesténeptisel? Ze nés sbor,
z jakéhokoli diivodu, stale jesténevykazujedoko-
nalou viru ¢i lasku? Nebo kdyz mame pocit, ze
do Cirkve nezapadame?

Co bychom rozhodnénemélidélat, je vzdavat
se idealu!

Titulni strana Knihy Mormonovyobsahuje
toto dutilezité varovani: ,Pokud jsou v ni chyby,*
pise se tam, ,,jsou to chyby lidské; procez, nezavr-
hujte véci Bozi.“

Mtize mit kniha — nebo cirkev ¢i ¢lovék -
»chyby*, a presto byt Bozim dilem?

Moje odpovéd je jednoznacnéano!

A tak, zatimco se drzime Panovych vysokych
méritek, méjme se sebou navzajem rovnéz trpé-
livost. Kazdy z nas je rozpracované dilo a vSichni
se ohledné svého pokroku spoléhdme na Spasite-
le. To plati jak pro nas jako jednotlivce, tak i pro
kralovstvi Bozi na zemi.

Pan nas vyzyva nejen k tomu, abychomvstou-
pilido Jeho kralovstvi, ale abychom byli také
horlivé zapojeni do jehobudovani. Biih si v duchu
predstavuje lid, ktery je ,,jednoho srdce a jedné
mysli“A abychom bylijednohosrdce, musime
usilovat o srdcecistéa to vyzadujemocnou zménu
srdce.

To ale neznamena, Ze zménim své srdce tak,
aby bylo v souladu s vasim. Ani to neznamena,
ze vy zménite své srdce tak, aby bylo v souladu s
mym. Znamena to, Ze vS§ichni zménime své srdce
tak, aby bylo v souladu se Spasitelem.

I kdyz tak daleko jesté nejsme, pamatujte, ze
s Panovou pomoci neni nic nemozné.
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Fit and Belonging

And if you ever feel like you don't quite fit
in, please know that you are not alone. Haven't
we all been in life situations when we felt like the
stranger in the room? I have experienced this
more than once. When I was 11 years old, my
family was forced to leave our home and move
to an unfamiliar region. Everything was different
from what I was used to. And my accent made
it clear to the other children thatIwas different
from whattheywere used to. At a time when I
desperately needed friendship and belonging, I
felt lonely and displaced.

Here on earth, most of the differences we
notice—the differences some of us use to catego-
rize each other—have to do with earthly things:
physical appearance, nationality, language,
clothing, customs, and so on. But “God does not
view things the way people do. People look on
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at
the heart”

From His perspective, there is one category
that comes before all others: child of God.And
we all fit perfectly in this one.

It’s natural to want to be around people who
look, talk, act, and think like we do. There is a
place for that.

But in the Savior’s Church, we gather all of
God’s children who are willing to be gathered
and who seek the truth. It is not our physical
appearance, our political views, our culture, or
our ethnicity that brings us together. It is not
our common background that unites us. It is our
common objective, our love for God and love for
our neighbor, our commitment to Jesus Christ
and His restored gospel. We are “one in Christ.”

The unity we seek is not to have everyone
stand in the same place; it is to have everyone
face in the same direction—toward Jesus Christ.
We are one not because of where we've been but
where we are striving to go, not because of who
we are but who we seek to become.

That is what Christ’s true Church is all about.

One Body

If you love God, if you want to know Him
better by following His Son, then you belong
here. If you're earnestly seeking to keep the Sav-
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Pocit, ze zapadame, a pocit sounalezi-
tosti

A pokud nékdy mate pocit, ze sem uplné
nezapadate, vézte prosim, Ze nejste osamoceni.
Nezazili jsme snad vsichni Zivotni situace, kdy
jsme se citili jako nékdo cizi? Ja jsem to zazil né-
kolikrat. Kdyz mi bylo 11 let, byli jsme s rodinou
nuceni opustit domov a prestéhovat se do nam
neznamé oblasti. Vechno bylo jiné, nez na co
jsem byl zvykly. A kvtli mému prizvuku bylo
ostatnim détem jasné, zZejajsem jiny, neZ na co
byly zvykléony. V dobé¢, kdy jsem zoufale potie-
boval pratelstvi a pocit sounalezitosti, jsem se
citil osamély a odsunuty.

Zde na zemi se vétsina rozdila, kterych si vsi-
mame - rozdily, kterymi se néktefi z nas navza-
jem kategorizuji - tyka pozemskych véci: fyzické-
ho vzhledu, narodnosti, jazyka, obleceni, zvykt a
tak dale. Biih se vSak nediva stejnym zptisobem
jako lidé. ,,Clovék zajisté hledi na to, coZ jest pred
oc¢ima, ale Hospodin hledi k srdci.”

vvvvvv

nez véechny ostatni — dité Bozi.A do této katego-
rie dokonale zapadame vsichni.

Je prirozené chtit mit kolem sebe lidi, ktefi
vypadaji, mluvi, jednaji a mysli jako my. To je
zcela na misteé.

Avsak ve Spasitelové Cirkvi shromazdujeme
vSechny Bozi déti, které jsou ochotné byt shro-
mazdény a které hledaji pravdu. Nespojuje nas
nas fyzicky vzhled, politické nazory, kultura ani
etnicky ptvod. Nesjednocuje nas to, Ze pochazi-
me ze stejnych pomért. Spojuje nas nas spolecny
cil, nase laska k Bohu a laska k bliZznim a nase
oddanost Jezisi Kristu a Jeho znovuzfizenému
evangeliu. Jsme ,jedno... v Kristu®

Jednota, o kterou usilujeme, nespociva v tom,
ze vsichni budeme mit stejné nazory; znamena
to, ze vichni budeme hledét stejnym smérem - k
Jezisi Kristu.Jsme sjednoceni ne kvili tomu, kde
jsme, ale kvili tomu, kam se snazime jit; ne kvili
tomu, kdo jsme, ale kvtli tomu, kym se snazime
stat.

Pravé toto je podstatou Kristovy pravé Cirk-
ve.

Jedno télo

Pokud milujete Boha a pokud Ho chcete lépe
poznat tim, ze budete nasledovat Jeho Syna, pak
sem nalezite. Pokud se upfimné snazite dodr-
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ior’s commandments—even though you're not
perfect at it yet—then you are a perfect fit for The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

And what if you're different from people
around you? That doesn’t make you a misfit—it
makes you a needed part of the body of Christ.
All are needed in the body of Christ.The ears per-
ceive things that the eyes never could. The feet do
things that the hands would be ineffective at.

That doesn’t mean your job is to change ev-
eryone to be like yourself. But it does mean that
you have something important to contribute—
and that you have something important to learn!

One Voice

In every session of general conference,
were blessed with inspiring music from talent-
ed choirs. As you listen, you might notice that
the singers don’t all sing the same notes. Some-
times one section carries the melody, sometimes
another. But they all contribute to the beautiful
sound, and they’re completely unified. Each choir
member has the same central goal: to praise God
and lift our hearts to Him. Each must have his or
her mind and heart fixed on the same divine pur-
pose. And when that happens, they truly become
one voice.

If you are not yet a member of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we invite you
to join us as we rejoice in the Savior’s “song of
redeeming love”We need you. We love you. The
Church will be better with your efforts to serve
the Lord and His children.

If you have already shown, through baptism,
through making covenants with God, your desire
to “come into the fold of God, and to be called
his people,’thank you for being part of this great
and divine work and for helping to make the
Church of Jesus Christ what the Savior wants it
to be.

As I learned from my friend in Germany, our
love for God and His children is a powerful tes-
timony to the world that this is truly the Savior’s
Church.

May God bless us to patiently but diligently
seek to live up to the ideals our Savior, Redeemer,
and Master has set for us—so all will know that
we are His disciples. In the sacred name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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zovat Spasitelova prikazani - i kdyz v tom jesté
nejste dokonali — pak do Cirkve Jezise Krista
Svatych poslednich dnt dokonale zapadate.

A co kdyz jste jini nez lidé kolem vas? Ne-
znamena to, Zze sem nezapaddte — znamena to,
Ze jste potfebnou soucasti téla Kristova. V téle
Kristové je zapotiebi kazdého.Usi vinimaji to, co
by o¢i nikdy nedokazaly. Nohy délaji to, ceho by
ruce nebyly schopny.

To neznamena, Ze vasim tkolem je zménit
kazdého tak, aby byl takovy, jako jste vy. Zname-
na to vsak, Ze miizete prispivat né¢im dilezitym
- a Ze se mate nécemu dilezitému naucit!

Jeden hlas

Na kazdém zasedani generalni konference
jsme pozehnani inspirativnimi pisnémi talento-
vanych péveckych sbort. Pfi poslechu si muzete
v$imnout, Ze vSichni zpévaci nezpivaji stejné
tony. Nékdy melodii zpiva jedna sekce a jindy
zase jina. V$ichni ale prispivaji k nadhernému
souzvuku a dohromady jsou zcela jednotni.
Kazdy ¢len sboru ma tentyz hlavni cil: chvalit
Boha a pozvedat k Nému nase srdce. Kazdy musi
mit mysl a srdce upfené na tentyz bozsky zamér.
A kdy?z toto nastane, stanou se skute¢né jednim
hlasem.

Pokud dosud nejste ¢leny Cirkve Jezise Krista
Svatych poslednich dnd, zveme vas, abyste se k
nam pripojili a spole¢né se s nami radovali ze
Spasitelovy ,,[pisné] vykupitelské lasky“ Potre-
bujeme vas. Mame vas radi. Diky vasemu usili
slouzit Panu a Jeho détem bude Cirkev lepsi.

Pokud jste jiz kitem a uzavienim smluv s
Bohem projevili touhu ,,prijiti do stada Boziho a
byti nazyvani lidem jeho",dékujeme vam za to, ze
jste soucasti tohoto velikého a bozského dila a ze
pomahate vytvaret z Cirkve JeziSe Krista to, ¢im
ji chce Spasitel mit.

Jak jsem zjistil od nasi pritelkyné v Némec-
ku, nase laska k Bohu a Jeho détem je mocnym
svédectvim svétu, Ze toto je skutecné Spasitelova
Cirkev.

Kéz nam Buh Zehnd, abychom se trpélivé, ale
pilné snazili zit podle ideald, jez pro nds stanovil
nas Spasitel, Vykupitel a Mistr — aby tak vSichni
poznali, Ze jsme Jeho ucednici. V posvatném
jménu JeziSe Krista, amen.
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