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Please learn and receive strength from the faith
and testimonies of those who came before you.

While I was visiting the Nashville Tennessee
Temple for a temple review, I was privileged to
do a walk-through as part of this assignment,
reviewing this beautiful house of the Lord. I was
especially impressed with the painting of Mary
Wanlass calledCarry Onhanging on the wall in
the office of the matron.

This is the story behind the painting:

“In Missouri in 1862, the 14-year-old Mary
Wanlass promised her dying stepmother that she
would see to it that her disabled father [and her
four much younger siblings would all make] it to
the Valley of the Great Salt Lake. ... Mary drove
the oxen and milk cows that pulled the wagon, in
which her father [was bedridden, and] she cared
for her ... siblings. After each day’s journey, she
fed the family by foraging edible plants, flowers,
and berries. Her only compass was the instruc-
tion she had received to keep traveling west ‘until
the clouds become mountains’

“They reached [the] Utah Valley in Sep-
tember, having traveled all spring and summer.
Her father died not long after the family settled
in Utah County, where Mary later married and
raised her [own] family”

This is an amazing story of the faith and
strength of a 14-year-old young woman that can
help each one of us today to “just carry on.”

“Just carry on”—or freely translated in my
native Dutch language,Gewoon doorgaan—is
also my mom and dad’s lifelong slogan.

My parents and in-laws are the pioneers in
our family. They have crossed their own “plains,”
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Prosim, ucte se a Cerpejte silu z viry a ze svédectvi
téch, kteri vas predesli.

Kdyz jsem byl na kontrolni prohlidce v
chramu Nashville v Tennessee, mél jsem vysadu
si v rdmci tohoto povéreni onen nadherny dim
Pané projit a prohlédnout. Obzvlast silné na meé
zaptisobil obraz Mary Wanlassové nazvanyKracej
dal, ktery visel na sténé v kancelari vedouci sestry
chramu.

Toto je pribéh, ktery se za onou malbou
skryva:

»V roce 1862 slibila 14leta Mary Wanlasso-
va své umirajici nevlastni matce v Missouri, ze
se postara o to, aby se jeji invalidni otec [a Ctyfi
0 hodné mladsi sourozenci dostali] do udoli
Velkého Solného jezera. ... Mary pohanéla voly
a dojné kravy tahnouci viiz, v némz lezel jeji
[nemohouci] otec, a starala se o své... sourozen-
ce. Po kazdém dni cesty nasytila rodinu jedlymi
rostlinami, kvéty a bobulemi, které nasbirala v
okoli. Jejim jedinym voditkem byl pokyn, ktery
dostala, aby pokracovala v cesté na zapad, ,dokud
se z mraki nestanou hory"

Do Utazského udoli dorazili v zafi, poté
co putovali celé jaro a léto. Maryin otec zemfel
nedlouho poté, co se rodina usadila v kraji Utah,
kde se Mary pozdé¢ji vdala a zalozila [vlastni]
rodinu.”

Je to uzasny pribéh viry a sily 14leté mladé
zeny, ktery mtize pomoci kracet dal i kazdému z
nas v dnesni dobé.

»Jen kracej dal“ - volné prelozeno do mé
rodné nizozemstiny jakoGewoon doorgaan- je
celozivotnim mottem také mych rodic¢u.

Moji rodice a tchan s tchyni jsou pionyry
nasi rodiny. Presli své vlastni ,,plané“ stejné jako
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just like all those who are coming into the
Church, the Lord’s fold, every day. Their stories
have little to do with oxen and wagons but have
the same effect on future generations.

They embraced the gospel and were baptized
in their young adult years. Both my parents had
a difficult childhood. My father grew up on the
island of Java in Indonesia. During World War
11, he was forcefully separated from his family
and interned in a concentration camp, where he
suffered unspeakable hardships at a young age.

My mother was raised in a broken home and
also suffered from hunger and the hardships of
World War II. At times she even had to resort
to eating tulip bulbs. Due to her father’s actions
and his subsequent divorce from her mother, it
was sometimes difficult for her to see Heavenly
Father as a loving Father.

My parents met at a Church activity and
shortly after decided to get married and sealed
in the Bern Switzerland Temple. Waiting at the
railway station, having spent the last of their little
savings for the trip to the temple, they wondered
how they would make ends meet but were confi-
dent that it would all work out. And it did!

They started to raise their family from a very
humble single attic-room apartment in the heart
of Amsterdam. After several years of washing
their clothes by hand, they had finally saved up
enough money to purchase a washing machine.
Just before they would make the purchase, the
bishop visited them, asking for a contribution
to build the meetinghouse in Amsterdam. They
decided to give all they had saved for the wash-
ing machine and continued to do the laundry by
hand.

As a family we went through some hardships,
just like any other family. These have only made
us stronger and have deepened our faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ, just like when Alma was shar-
ing his story with his son Helaman, where he told
him that he had been “supported under trials and
troubles of every kind” because he had put his
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.

How did two people who experienced so
many trials in their younger years become the
very best parents I could ever wish for? The
answer is simple: they fully embraced the gospel
and live by their covenants to this very day!

After more than 65 years of marriage, my
mother, who suffered from Alzheimer’s disease,
passed away in February. My father, at the age of
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vsichni ti, ktefi prichazeji do Cirkve, Panova
stada, kazdy den. Jejich pfibéhy maji jen malo
spole¢ného s voly a vozy, ale maji stejny dopad na
budouci generace.

Ptijali evangelium a dali se pokitit jako mla-
di dospéli. Oba moji rodice méli tézké détstvi.
Tatinek vyrtstal na indonéském ostrové Java. Bé-
hem druhé svétové valky byl nasilné oddélen od
své rodiny a internovan v koncentra¢nim tébore,
kde v utlém veku prestal nevyslovné ttrapy.

Maminka vyristala v rozvracené rodiné a
také trpéla hladem a atrapami druhé svétové val-
ky. Nékdy musela dokonce jist cibulky tulipani.
Kvuli jednani jejiho otce a naslednému rozvodu
rodict pro ni bylo nékdy obtizné vnimat Nebes-
kého Otce jako Otce milujiciho.

Moji rodice se seznamili na jedné cirkevni
akci a kratce nato se rozhodli uzavrit snatek a
byt zpeceténi v chramu Bern ve Svycarsku. Své
posledni uspory pouzili na cestu do chramu, a
tak pri ¢ekani na nadrazi pfemysleli, jak vyjdou s
penézi, ale méli davéru v to, Ze vse dobfe dopad-
ne. A tak se i stalo.

Svou rodinu zalozili ve velmi skromném jed-
nopokojovém podkrovnim byté v samém centru
Amsterodamu. Po nékolika letech, kdy prali oble-
¢eni v ruce, si konec¢né nasettili dost penéz na to,
aby si mohli koupit pracku. Tésné pred koupi je
navstivil biskup a pozadal je o prispévek na stav-
bu sborového domu v Amsterdamu. Rozhodli se
darovat vse, co nasetfili na pracku, a nadale tak
prali ru¢né.

Nase rodina prochazela tézkostmi jako
kazda jina rodina. Ty nas posilily a pomohly nam
prohloubit viru v Pana Jezise Krista, stejné jako
tomu bylo v pfipadé Almy, ktery vypravél svému
synu Helamanovi o tom, jak se mu dostalo opory
»ve zkouskach a v trapeni véeho druhu® diky
tomu, Ze vkladal dtvéru v Pana Jezi$e Krista.

Jak se dva lidé, kteri v mladi zakusili tolik
zkous$ek, mohli stat témi nejlepsimi rodici, jaké
jsem si kdy mohl prat? Odpovéd je jednoducha:
Prijali evangelium celym srdcem a dodnes ziji
podle svych smluv!

Moje maminka, ktera trpéla Alzheimerovou
chorobou, zemfela letos v inoru po vice nez
65 letech manzelstvi. Tatinek, kterému je 92 let
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92 and still living at home, visited her as often as
he could until she passed away. Some time ago
he mentioned to my younger siblings that the
dreadful experiences in the camp in Indonesia
during World War II had prepared him to pa-
tiently care for his wife for so many years as she
fell ill and deteriorated from this horrible disease
and also for the fateful day he had to entrust her
primary care to others and could not be by her
side anymore. Their motto has been and still is to
“Just carry on,” having a perfect hope in Christ to
be raised up at the last day and to dwell with Him
in glory forever.

Their faith and testimonies are a driving
strength for the generations that have come after
them.

In the village where my wife grew up, her
parents, who were good churchgoing people,
embraced the gospel as a young married couple
with my wife as their two-year-old daughter and
only child at that time. Their decision to become
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints had a great impact on their lives as
they were shunned by the villagers and by their
family. It took many years, loving notes to family
members, and service to the community before
they were finally accepted.

On one occasion when my wife’s father was
serving as a bishop, he was falsely accused of
something and was immediately released. My
mother-in-law was so hurt that she asked her
husband if they should continue to go to church.
He answered that they of course would continue
to go to church since this is not the church of
men, but this is the Church of Jesus Christ.

It took some time before the truth came to
light and apologies were made. What could have
been their breaking point just added to their
strength and conviction.

Why is it that some of us take for granted the
faith and testimonies of our parents who through
all their hardships have remained faithful? Do we
think that they do not have a clear understanding
of things? They were not and are not deceived!
They just have had too many experiences with
the Spirit and can say with the Prophet Joseph, “I
knew it, ... and I could not deny it

Don’t you love the song about the army of
Helaman, found in theChildren’s Songbook?

We have been born, as Nephi of old,

To goodly parents who love the Lord.

We have been taught, and we understand,
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a stale bydli doma, navstévoval maminku tak
¢asto, jak jen mohl, az do jeji smrti. Pfed casem
se zminil mym mlad$im sourozenctm, ze hrtzné
zazitky z tabora v Indonésii za druhé svétové val-
ky ho pripravily na to, aby se dokazal mnoho let
trpélive starat o svou Zenu poté, co onemocnéla
touto hroznou nemoci a jeji stav se stale zhor-
Soval, a také na onen osudny den, kdy ji musel
svérit do péce jinym lidem a jiz nemohl byt po
jejim boku. Mottem mych rodic¢t bylo a stale je
»jen kracej dal®, s dokonalou nadéji v Kristu, ze
budou posledniho dne vzk#ieni a budou s Nim
prebyvat ve slavé na veky.

Jejich vira a svédectvi jsou hnaci silou pro
generace, které prisly po nich.

Ve vesnici, kde vyrostla moje manzelka,
prijali jeji velmi zbozni rodice evangelium jako
mlady manzelsky par; mé Zené byly tehdy dva
roky a byla jejich jedinym ditétem. Rozhodnuti
stat se ¢leny Cirkve Jezise Krista Svatych posled-
nich dni prineslo do jejich zivota trpké dusledky
- vesnicané a ¢lenové rodiny se jich stranili. Vy-
zadalo si to mnoho let usili, laskyplnych vzkazi
¢lentim rodiny a sluzby druhym v jejich vesnici,
nez je opét prijali.

Otec mé manzelky byl jednou, kdyz slouzil
jako biskup, z néc¢eho kfivé obvinén a okamzité
uvolnén ze svého povolani. Mé tchyné se to tak
dotklo, Ze se manzela zeptala, zda ma smysl cho-
dit dal na shromdzdéni. Odpovédél, Ze samozrej-
mé budou dal na shromazdéni chodit, protoze to
neni cirkev lidi, ale Cirkev Jezi$e Krista.

Nez pravda vysla najevo a nez se jim dostalo
omluvy, néjakou dobu to trvalo. To, co mohlo
byt kamenem urazu, jim naopak pridalo na sile a
umocnilo jejich presvédceni.

Pro¢ néktefi z nas povazuji viru a svédectvi
svych rodic, kteri ztistali vérni navzdory vsem
tézkostem, za samoziejmost? Myslime si snad,
ze nedokazi vécem rozumét dost jasné? Nebyli a
nejsou oklamani! Maji zkratka jiz mnoho zkuse-
nosti s Duchem, a tak mohou spolu s Prorokem
Josephem fici: ,,Véd€l jsem to... a nemohl jsem to
popriti.“

Libi se vam pisent o Helamanové armade,
ktera se nachazi veZpévniku pro déti?

Prisli jsme na svét, jak Pan si pral,

dobrymi rodi¢i nam pozehnal.

Prikazani se u¢ime znat,
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That we must do as the Lord commands.

Even when this might not be the case, as my
mother experienced as a child, you can become
one of those “goodly parents who love the Lord”
and provide a righteous example to others.

Do we feel that this is absolutely true when
we sing it? Do you feel that you are “as the army
of Helaman” and that you “will be the Lord’s
missionaries to bring the world his truth”?I have
felt it on so many occasions while singing this
song in several FSY settings and other youth
gatherings.

Or what do we feel when we sing the hymn
“True to the Faith”?

Shall the youth of Zion falter

In defending truth and right?

While the enemy assaileth,

Shall we shrink or shun the fight? No!

True to the faith that our parents have cher-
ished.

To those of the rising generation wherever
you are and in whatever situation you may find
yourself, please learn and receive strength from
the faith and testimonies of those who came
before you. It will help you understand that in
order to gain or grow a testimony, sacrifices will
have to be made and that “sacrifice brings forth
the blessings of heaven.”

Thinking about a sacrifice that will truly
bless your life, please consider and pray about
the invitation of our beloved prophet, President
Russell M. Nelson, when he asked “everyworthy,
able young man to prepare for and serve a mis-
sion. For Latter-day Saint young men, missionary
service is a priesthood responsibility. ...

“For ... young and able sisters, a mission is
also a powerful, butoptional, opportunity.”

You could be called as a service or a teaching
missionary. Both types of missionaries contribute
to the same goal of bringing souls to Christ, each
in their own unique and powerful way.

In both types of service, you will show the
Lord you love Him and that you want to get to
know Him better. Remember, “for how knoweth
a man the master whom he has not served, and
who is a stranger unto him, and is far from the
thoughts and intents of his heart?”

All of us, whether we are the first generation
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ze Panovych rad vzdy mame dbat.

I kdyz tomu tak ve vasem pripadé mozna
nebylo - podobné jako v détstvi mé maminky
- miizete se témito dobrymi rodici, ktefi mi-
luji Pana, stat vy a byt pro druhé spravedlivym
prikladem.

Citime pfi zpévu této pisné, ze je to absolutni
pravda? Mate pocit, Ze jste ,jako armada Hela-
manova“ a ze chcete ,,celému svétu o pravdé...
vydavat svédectvi“?Pocitoval jsem to jiz nescet-
nékrat, kdyz jsem tuto pisen zpival na konferen-
cich FSY a dalsich setkanich mladeze.

Nebo co pocitujeme, kdyz zpivame pisen
LVérni vire“?

Muze tiast se Bozi mladez,

ma-li za pravdu se bit?

Bat se uto¢nika zlého,

vzdat se, odvahu svou skryt? Ne!

Ve vife v to, na cem rodice Ipéli.

Vy, ktefi patfite k dortistajici generaci, at jste
kdekoli a at se nachazite v jakékoli situaci, pro-
sim, ucte se a Cerpejte silu z viry a ze svédectvi
téch, kteri vas predesli. Pomuze vam to porozu-
mét tomu, Ze k ziskani ¢i prohloubeni svédectvi
bude zapotrebi obéti a Ze ,,obét ptinese nebeské
dary*®

Az budete premyslet o tom, jaka obét by vam
v zivoté skutecné pozehnala, zamyslete se prosim
nad vyzvou naseho milovaného proroka, presi-
denta Russella M. Nelsona, a modlete se ohledné
ni: ,,Pan zadakazdéhozpiisobilého a schopného
mladého muze, aby se pripravoval na misii a
slouzil na ni. Pro mladé muze Svatych poslednich
dnti je misiondrska sluzba knézskou zodpovéd-
nosti. ...

Pro... mladé a schopné sestry... je misie také
mocnou, av§akdobrovolnouptilezitosti.“

Miizete byt povolani na misii zaméfenou na
sluzbu nebo na vyuku. Oba druhy misionarské
sluzby prispivaji ke stejnému cili privadét duse
ke Kristu, kazdy svym jedine¢nym a mocnym
zpusobem.

Obéma druhy sluzby ukazujete Panu, ze Ho
mate radi a Ze Ho chcete lépe poznat. Pamatuijte:
»Nebot jak mize ¢lovék poznati pana, jemuz
neslouzil a jenz je pro ného cizincem a jenz je
daleko od myslenek a od zamért srdce jeho?“

My vsichni, at jsme v evangeliu prvni gene-
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in the gospel or the fifth, should ask ourselves,
What stories of faith, strength, and celestial com-
mitment will I pass on to the next generation?

Let us all continue in our efforts to get to
know our Savior, Jesus Christ, better and to make
Him the center of our lives. He is the rock upon
which we must build so that when times become
difficult, we will be able to stand firm.

Let us be “true to the faith that our parents
have cherished, true to truth for which martyrs
have perished, to God’s command, soul, heart,
and hand, faithful and true we will ever stand”In
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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raci, nebo patou, si mame polozit otazku: Jaké
pribéhy viry, sily a celestialni oddanosti pfedam
pristi generaci?

Neprestavejme se vSichni snazit poznavat
naseho Spasitele Jezie Krista a ¢init Ho stfedo-
bodem svého zivota. On je tou skalou, na niz
musime stavét, abychom v tézkych casech doka-
zali pevné stat.

Budme vérni ,,ve vife v to, na cem rodice
Ipéli, ve vife v to, pro co mnozi zemfeli, zlistane-
me, dal pijdeme, vife vérni my vzdy budeme® Ve
jménu Jezide Krista, amen.

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



