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Follow the Savior’s teachings. His instructions are
neither mysterious nor complex. When we follow
them, we do not need to fear or be anxious.

My dear brothers and sisters, last October,
President Russell M. Nelson taught, “Now is
the time for you and for me to prepare for the
Second Coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the
Christ”When President Nelson speaks about the
Second Coming, it is always with joyful opti-
mism. However, a girl in Primary recently told
me that she becomes anxious whenever the Sec-
ond Coming is mentioned. She said, “I'm scared
because bad things are going to happen before
Jesus comes again.”

It is not just children who may feel this way.
The best advice for her, for you, and for me is to
follow the Savior’s teachings. His instructions are
neither mysterious nor complex. When we follow
them, we do not need to fear or be anxious.

Toward the end of His mortal ministry,

Jesus Christ was asked when He would come
again. In answering, He taught three parables,
recorded inMatthew 25, about how to prepare

to meet Him—whether at His Second Coming
or whenever we leave this world.These teachings
are crucial because personal preparation to meet
Him is central to life’s purpose.

The Savior first told the parable of the ten
virgins. In this parable, ten virgins went to a
wedding feast. Five wisely brought oil to fill
their lamps, and five foolishly did not. When the
bridegroom’s imminent arrival was announced,
the foolish virgins left to buy oil. When they
returned, it was too late; the door to the feast was
shut.

Jesus identified three aspects of the parable
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Ridte se ucenim Spasitele. Jeho pokyny nejsou ani
tajuplné, ani slozité. Kdyz se jimi fidime, nemusi-
me se bat ani pocitovat tizkost.

Drazi bratfi a sestry, loni v f{jnu president
Russell M. Nelson ucil: ,,Nyni nastal ¢as, aby-
chom se vy i ja pripravovali na Druhy prichod
naseho Pana a Spasitele Jezide Krista.“Kdyz pre-
sident Nelson hovofi o Druhém pfichodu, je to
vzdy s radostnym optimismem. Nedavno mi vsak
jedna divka z Primarek fekla, ze pokazdé, kdyz
se mluvi o Druhém prichodu, pocituje uzkost.
Rekla: »Bojim se, protoze nez Jezi§ znovu prijde,
stanou se $patné véci.”

Takto se mozna citi nejen déti. Nejlepsi rada
pro ni, pro vas i pro mé je ridit se Spasitelovym
ucenim. Jeho pokyny nejsou ani tajuplné, ani
slozité. Kdyz se jimi fidime, nemusime se bat ani
pocitovat tizkost.

Jezi$ Kristus byl ke konci své sluzby ve smr-
telnosti dotazan, kdy znovu prijde. V odpovéd
ucil tfem podobenstvim, zaznamenanym vMa-
tousovi 25, o tom, jak se pfipravit na setkani s
Nim - at uz pti Jeho Druhém ptichodu, nebo az
opustime tento svét.Toto uceni je klicové, protoze
osobni priprava na setkani s Bohem je ustfednim
smyslem Zivota.

Spasitel nejprve vypravél podobenstvi o dese-
ti pannach. V tomto podobenstvi se deset panen
vydalo na svatebni hostinu. Pét z nich si moudre
pfineslo olej do svych lamp, a pét to posetile
neudélalo. Kdyz byl ohlasen Zenichuv blizici se
prichod, posetilé panny odesly koupit olej. Kdyz
se vratily, bylo jiz prili§ pozdé; dvere na hostinu
byly zavteny.

Jezi$ poukazal na tfi aspekty podobenstvi,
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to help us. He explained:

“And at that day, when I shall come in my
glory, shall the parable be fulfilled which I spake
concerning the ten virgins.

“For they that are wise and have received the
truth, and have taken the Holy Spirit for their
guide, and have not been deceived—verily I say
unto you, they shall ... abide the day”

In other words, they did not need to fear
or be anxious, because they would survive and
prosper. They would prevail.

If we are wise, we receive the truth by accept-
ing the gospel of Jesus Christ through priesthood
ordinances and covenants. Next, we strive to
remain worthy of having the Holy Ghost always
with us. This capability must be acquired indi-
vidually and personally, drop by drop.Consistent,
personal, private acts of devotion invite the Holy
Ghost to guide us.

The third element that Jesus highlighted is
avoiding deception. The Savior warned:

“Take heed that no man deceive you.

“For many shall come in my name, saying, I
am Christ; and shall deceive many”

The Savior knew pretenders would try to
deceive the very elect and that many disciples
would be duped.We should neither believe those
who falsely claim divine sanction nor venture
into metaphorical deserts or secret chambers to
be taught by counterfeits.

The Book of Mormon teaches us how we can
differentiate deceivers from disciples. Disciples
always promote believing in God, serving Him,
and doing good.We will not be deceived when
we seek and take counsel from trusted individ-
uals who are themselves faithful disciples of the
Savior.

We can also avoid deception by worshipping
regularly in the temple. This helps us maintain an
eternal perspective and protects us from influ-
ences that might distract or divert us from the
covenant path.

The essential lesson of this parable of the
ten virgins is that we are wise when we accept
the gospel, seek to have the Holy Ghost with us,
and avoid deception. The five wise virgins could
not help those without oil; no one can accept the
gospel, take the Holy Ghost as a guide, and avoid
deception on our behalf.We have to do this for
ourselves.

The Savior then told the parable of the
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které nam mohou pomoci. Vysvétlil:

»A v onen den, kdy ptijdu v slavé své, bude
naplnéno podobenstvi, které jsem promluvil
ohledné deseti panen.

Nebot ti, ktefi jsou moudfi a prijali pravdu
a vzali si Svatého Ducha za pritvodce svého a
nebyli oklamani - vpravdé pravim vam, ti... toho
dne obstoji.”

Jinymi slovy, nemusi se bat ani znepokojovat,
protoze si zachovaji Zivot a bude se jim dafrit.
Zvitézi.

Jsme-1i moudfi, ziskdvame pravdu tim, ze
pfijimdme evangelium JeziSe Krista prostiednic-
tvim knézskych obradi a smluv. Déle se snazime
zistat hodni toho, aby byl Duch Svaty vzdy s
nami. Tuto schopnost si musi osvojit kazdy sam
osobné, kapku po kapce.Diisledné, osobni a ni-
terné skutky oddanosti privolavaji Ducha Svaté-
ho, aby nas vedl.

Tretim prvkem, ktery Jezi§ zdtraznil, je vy-
hybani se klamu. Spasitel varoval:

»Vizte, aby vas nékdo nesvedl.

Nebo mnozi pfijdou pod jménem mym,
fkouce: Jat jsem Kristus, a svedout mnohé.“

Spasitel védél, ze podvodnici se budou snazit
oklamat i samotné vyvolené a ze mnoho ucedni-
kit se necha osalit. Nemame vérit tém, ktefi nas
klamou tvrzenim, Ze jsou zplnomocnéni Bohem,
ani se vydavat na pomyslné pousté nebo do taj-
nych komnat, aby nas tam ucili podvodnici.

Kniha Mormonova nas uci, jak mizeme
rozeznat podvodniky od uc¢ednikd. Uc¢ednici
vzdy pomahaji druhym véfit v Boha, slouzit Mu a
konat dobro.Kdyz budeme vyhledavat a prijimat
rady od davéryhodnych lidi, ktefi jsou sami vér-
nymi uc¢edniky Spasitele, nebudeme oklamani.

Oklamani se mtizeme vyvarovat také tim, ze
budeme pravidelné uctivat Boha v chramu. To
ndm pomaha uchovat si perspektivu vécnosti a
chrani nas to pred vlivy, které by nas mohly roz-
ptylovat nebo odvadét od cesty smlouvy.

Zakladnim ponaucenim z tohoto podoben-
stvi o deseti panndch je, ze moudfi jsme tehdy,
kdyz prijimame evangelium, usilujeme o to, aby
byl Duch Svaty s nami, a vyhybame se oklamani.
Pét moudrych panen nemohlo pomoci tém, které
nemély olej; nikdo nemtize prijmout evangelium,
vzit si Ducha Svatého za privodce a vyhnout se
oklamani namisto nas.Toto musime udélat my
sami.

Spasitel poté vypravél podobenstvi o hiiv-
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talents.In this parable, a man gave differing
amounts of money, referred to as talents,to three
servants. To one servant he gave five talents, to
another he gave two, and to a third he gave one.
Over time, the first two servants doubled what
they had received. But the third servant simply
buried his single talent. To both servants who
had doubled their talents, the man said, “Well
done, ... good and faithful servant: thou hast
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee
ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of
thy lord”

The man then chided the servant who had
buried his talent for being “wicked and sloth-
ful”This servant’s talent was taken away, and he
was banished. Yet, had this servant doubled his
talent, he would have received the same com-
mendation and reward as the other servants.

One message of this parable is that God
expects us to magnify the abilities we have been
given,but He does not want us to compare our
abilities to those of others. Consider this insight
provided by the 18th-century Hasidic scholar
Zusya of Anipol. Zusya was a renowned teacher
who began to fear as he approached death. His
disciples asked, “Master, why do you tremble?
You've lived a good life; surely God will grant you
a great reward.”

Zusya said: “If God says to me, “Zusya, why
were you not another Moses?” I will say, ‘Because
you didn’t give me the greatness of soul that you
gave Moses. And if I stand before God and He
says, ‘Zusya, why were you not another Solo-
mon?’ I will say, ‘Because you didn’t give me the
wisdom of Solomon. But, alas, what will I say if I
stand before my Maker and He says, ‘Zusya, why
were you not Zusya? Why were you not the man
I gave you the capacity to be?” Ah, that is why I
tremble”

Indeed, God will be disappointed if we do
not rely upon the merits, mercy, and grace of
the Savior to magnify the God-given abilities we
have received. With His loving assistance, He
expects us to become the best version of our-
selves. That we may start with differing abilities is
irrelevant to Him. And it should be to us.

Finally, the Savior told the parable of the
sheep and goats.When He returns in His glory,
“before him shall be gathered all nations: and
he shall separate them one from another, as a
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: and
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nach.V tomto podobenstvi dal jisty muz tfem
sluzebnikéim rizny obnos penéz oznacovanych
jako hfivny.Jednomu sluzebnikovi dal pét htiven,
druhému dvé a tietimu jednu. Casem prvni dva
sluzebnici to, co dostali, zdvojnasobili. Ale treti
sluzebnik svou jedinou hfivnu prosté jen zakopal.
Obéma sluzebnikim, ktefi zdvojnasobili pocet
hriven, muz rekl: ,To dobre, sluzebnice dobry

a vérny, nad malem byl jsi vérny, nad mnohem
tebe ustanovim. Vejdiz v radost pana svého.“

Muz poté sluzebnika, ktery svou hfivnu
zakopal, pokaral a fekl mu, ze je ,,zly a lenivy™
Tomuto sluzebnikovi byla hfivna odnata a on
byl vypovézen. Kdyby vsak tento sluzebnik svou
hfivnu zdvojnasobil, obdrzel by stejné pochvalné
uznani a odménu jako ostatni sluzebnici.

Jednim z poselstvi tohoto podobenstvi je to,
7e Blth od nas ocekava, Ze budeme zvelebovat
schopnosti, které nam byly dany,ale nepreje si,
abychom je srovnavali se schopnostmi druhych.
Zamyslete se nad timto postfehem chasidského
ucence z 18. stoleti Zusjy z Annopole. Zusja byl
prosluly ucitel, ktery se s blizici se smrti zacal bat.
Jeho ucednici se ptali: ,,Mistfe, proc se tfesete?
Vedl jste dobry zivot; Bith vas jisté nesmirné
odméni.”

Zusja odpoveédél: ,,Pokud mi Bih rekne:
,Zusjo, proc¢ jsi nebyl dalsim Mojzisem?’, odpo-
vim: ,Protoze jsi mi nedal tak velikou dusi, jakou
jsi dal Mojzidovi.° A kdyz budu stat pred Bohem a
On fekne: ,Zusjo, pro¢ jsi nebyl dalsim Salomou-
nem?, feknu: ,ProtoZe jsi mi nedal Salomounovu
moudrost.” Ale béda, co feknu, kdyz stanu pred
svym Stvoritelem a On fekne: ,Zusjo, proc¢ jsi
nebyl Zusjou? Pro¢ jsi nebyl tim, kym jsem ti dal
schopnost byt? Ach, to je diivod, pro¢ se tiesu.”

Bith bude vskutku zklaman, pokud se nebu-
deme spoléhat na zasluhy, milosrdenstvi a milost
Spasitele, abychom zvelebovali schopnosti, které
jsme od Boha obdrzeli. Ocekava, ze s Jeho lasky-
plnou pomoci se staneme tou nejlepsi verzi sebe
sama. Skute¢nost, Ze za¢iname sviij Zivot s jinymi
schopnostmi nez druzi, pro Né&j neni podstatna.
A neméla by byt ani pro nas.

Nakonec Spasitel vypravél podobenstvi o ov-
cich a kozlech.AzZ se vrati ve své slave, ,,shromaz-
déni budou pred néj vsickni narodové. I rozdeli
je na rizno, jedny od druhych, tak jako pastyrt
oddéluje ovce od kozli. A postavi ovce zajisté na
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he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the
goats on the left”

Those on His right became heirs in His
kingdom, and those on His left received no
inheritance. The distinguishing characteristic was
whether they fed Him when He was hungry, gave
Him drink when He was thirsty, housed Him
when He was a stranger, clothed Him when He
was naked, and visited Him when He was sick or
imprisoned.

Everyone was perplexed, both those on the
right hand and those on the left hand. They asked
when they had, or when they had not, given Him
food, drink, and clothing or helped Him when
He was vulnerable.In response, the Savior said,
“Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me.”

The message of the parable is clear: when we
serve others, we serve God;when we don't, we
disappoint. He expects us to use our gifts, talents,
and abilities to bless the lives of Heavenly Father’s
children. The divine impulse to serve others is
illustrated in a poem written in the 19th century
by the Finnish poet Johan Ludvig Runeberg. My
siblings and I repeatedly heard the poem “Farm-
er Paavo” throughout our childhoods. In the
poem, Paavo was a poor farmer who lived with
his wife and children in the lake region of central
Finland. Several years in a row, most of his crops
were destroyed, whether through the runoff from
the spring snowmelt, summer hailstorms, or an
early autumn frost. Each time the meager harvest
came in, the farmer’s wife lamented, “Paavo, Paa-
vo, you unfortunate old man, God has forsaken
us.” Paavo, in turn, stoically said, “Mix bark with
the rye flour to make bread so the children won’t
go hungry.I'll work harder to drain the marshy
fields. God is testing us, but He will provide.”

Each time the crops were destroyed, Paavo
directed his wife to double the amount of bark
that she mixed into the flour to ward oft starva-
tion. He also worked harder, digging trenches to
drain the ground and decrease his fields” suscep-
tibility to a spring runoft and an early autumn
frost.

After years of hardship, Paavo finally harvest-
ed a rich crop. His wife exulted, “Paavo, Paavo,
these are happy times! It is time to throw away
the bark, and bake bread made only with rye”
But Paavo solemnly took his wife’s hand and said,
“Mix half the flour with bark, for our neighbor’s
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pravici své, kozly pak na levici.®

Ti po jeho pravici se stali dédici v Jeho
kralovstvi a ti po Jeho levici Zddné dédictvi ne-
obdrzeli. OdliSovalo je to, zda Ho nasytili, kdyz
mél hlad, zda Mu dali napit, kdyz mél zizen, zda
Mu poskytli ptistresi, kdyz byl cizincem, zda Ho
oblékli, kdyz byl nahy, ¢i zda Ho navstivili, kdyz
byl nemocny nebo kdyz byl uvéznén.

Vsichni byli zmateni, jak ti na pravici, tak ti
na levici. Ptali se Ho, kdy Mu dali, nebo nedali
jidlo, piti a oblec¢eni nebo kdy Mu pomohli, kdyz
byl zranitelny.Spasitel odpovédél: , Amen pravim
vam: Cozkoli jste ¢inili jednomu z bratfi téchto
mych nejmensich, mné jste uc¢inili.

Poselstvi tohoto podobenstvi je jasné: Kdyz
slouzime druhym, slouzime Bohu;kdyz tak neci-
nime, jsme zdrojem zklamani. Spasitel ocekava,
ze budeme pouzivat své dary, talenty a schopnos-
ti k tomu, abychom Zehnali Zivotu déti Nebeské-
ho Otce. Bozsky impuls slouzit druhym doklada
basen, kterou v 19. stoleti napsal finsky basnik
Johan Ludvig Runeberg. Basen ,,Rolnik Paavo®
jsme se sourozenci opakované slychali v détstvi.
V této basni byl Paavo chudy rolnik, ktery Zil se
svou Zenou a deseti détmi v oblasti plné jezer ve
sttednim Finsku. Nékolik let po sob¢ byla vétsina
jeho urody znicena, at uz kvuli jarnimu tani
snéhu, letnimu krupobiti, nebo brzkym pod-
zimnim mraztm. Pokazdé, kdyz prisla skrovna
uroda, rolnikova Zena bédovala: ,,Paavo, Paavo, ty
nestastny starce, Bih nds opustil.“ Paavo stoicky
odvétil: ,,Smichej kiiru s zZitnou moukou a upe¢
chléb, aby déti nehladovély.Budu pracovat usilov-
néji, abych vysusil bazinata pole. Btih nas zkoust,
ale postara se o nas.“

Pokazdé kdyz byla uroda znicena, Paavo na-
ridil své zené, aby zdvojnasobila mnozstvi kary,
kterou michala do mouky, aby neumfeli hladem.
Pracoval také usilovnéji, kopal strouhy, aby
odvodnil ptidu a snizil u svych poli nachylnost
k poskozeni zaplavami po jarnim tani a brzkymi
podzimnimi mrazy.

Po letech stradani Paavo konec¢né sklidil bo-
hatou urodu. Jeho Zena se radovala: ,,Paavo, Paa-
vo, toto je radostna chvile! Je ¢as vyhodit kiiru a
upéct chléb pouze ze zita.“ Paavo vsak vzal svou
zenu za ruku a s vaznosti fekl: ,,Smichej polovi-
nu mouky s kiirou, protoze soused ma zmrzla
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fields have frosted over.”Paavo sacrificed his and
his family’s bounty to help his devastated and
destitute neighbor.

The lesson of the Savior’s parable of the sheep
and goats is that we are to use the gifts we have
been given—time, talents, and blessings—to
serve Heavenly Father’s children, especially the
most vulnerable and needy.

My invitation to the anxious Primary child I
mentioned earlier, and to each of you, is to follow
Jesus Christ and to trust the Holy Ghost as you
would a cherished friend. Rely on those who love
you and who love the Savior. Seek God’s guid-
ance to develop your unique abilities, and help
others, even when it isn’t easy.You will be ready
to meet the Savior, and you can join President
Nelson in being joyfully optimistic.In doing so,
you help the world prepare for the Second Com-
ing of Jesus Christ, and you will be blessed with
sufficient hope to enter the rest and joy of the
Lord, now and in the future.

As we sing in one of our new hymns:

Rejoice! And prepare for that day! ...

No one knows the day and hour when He
will come again,

But He'll return as scriptures say; it will be a
joyful day

When our beloved Savior comes again.

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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pole.“Paavo obétoval hojnost, kterou on a jeho
rodina obdrzeli, aby pomohl svému zdrcenému a
stradajicimu sousedovi.

Ponauceni ze Spasitelova podobenstvi o ov-
cich a kozlech spociva v tom, Ze dary, které nam
byly dany - cas, talenty a pozehnani - mame po-
uzivat ke sluzbé détem Nebeského Otce, zvlaste
tém nejzranitelnéj$im a nejpotrebnéjsim.

Mou vyzvou pro jiz zminéné zneklidnéné
dité z Primarek a pro kazdého z vas je, abyste
nasledovali Jezise Krista a divérovali Duchu Sva-
tému tak, jak byste diivérovali svému drahému
priteli. Spoléhejte se na ty, ktefi miluji vas a kteri
miluji Spasitele. Usilujte o Bozi vedeni, abyste
rozvijeli své jedinecné schopnosti a pomahali
druhym, i kdyzZ to neni snadné.Budete pfipraveni
na setkani se Spasitelem a mizete se pripojit k
presidentu Nelsonovi a pocitovat radostny opti-
mismus.Tim, Ze tak budete ¢init, budete pomahat
svétu pripravovat se na Druhy prichod Jezise
Krista a budete pozehnani dostate¢nou nadéji,
abyste mohli vejit v odpocinuti a radost Pané,
nyni i v budoucnu.

Jak zpivame v jedné nasi nové nabozenské
pisni:

Radujte se! A pripravte se na ten den! ...

Nikdo neznd den ani hodinu, kdy znovu
prijde,

On se vsak vrati, jak pravi pisma; bude to
radostny den,

az na$ milovany Spasitel znovu prijde.

Ny

Ve jménu Jezise Krista, amen.
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