Czech

“Return unto Me ... That I May Heal You”

By Elder S. Mark Palmer
Of the Presidency of the Seventy

Vratte se ke mné, ,,abych vas mohl uzdraviti”

Star$i S. Mark Palmer
Predsednictvo Sedmdesdti

April 2025 general conference

There is rejoicing in heaven over those who return.
It is not too late for you to come back.

We once lived in a home surrounded by ma-
jestic trees.Next to the entrance was a beautiful
willow tree. One sad night a mighty storm blew,
and the willow came crashing down. It lay on the
ground with its roots pulled out and was a sorry
sight.

I was ready to rev up the chainsaw and cut
the tree up for firewood when our neighbour
came running out to stop me. He chastised me
for giving up on the tree, and he emphatically
urged us not to get rid of it. He then pointed to
one root still in the ground and said that if we
propped the tree up, cut off its branches, and
nourished it, the roots would take hold once
again.

I was sceptical and doubted how a tree so
obviously fallen and in trouble could possibly
survive and come back to life. I reasoned that
even if it did begin growing again, it would surely
not survive the next storm. But knowing our
neighbour believed the tree still had a future, we
went along with the plan.

And the result? After some time, we saw
signs of life as the tree began to take root. Now,
12 years later, the tree is vibrant and full of life,
with strong roots, and once again contributing to
the beauty of the landscape.

While I meet Saints around the world, I am
reminded of this willow tree and how there is
hope even when all seems lost. Some once had
testimonies of the gospel that were strong and vi-
brant like the willow. Then, for uniquely personal
reasons, those testimonies became weakened,
leading to a loss of faith. Others hang on with the

Page1 — Not an official publication

V nebi se raduji z téch, kteti se vraceji. Neni prilis
pozdé na to, abyste se vrtili.

Kdysi jsme bydleli v domé obklopeném
majestatnimi stromy.Vedle vchodu stala nadher-
na vrba. Nanestésti se jednou v noci strhla silna
boure a vrba se zfitila k zemi. Lezela na zemi s

vytrhanymi kofeny a byl na ni Zalostny pohled.

Uz jsem chtél nastartovat motorovou pilu
a rozfezat strom na palivové drivi, kdyz vtom
pribéhl soused, aby mé zastavil. Pokaral mé, ze
jsem nad stromem zlamal hill, a dirazné nds na-
badal, abychom se ho nezbavovali. Pak ukazal na
jeden kofen, ktery byl stale v zemi, a fekl, ze kdyz
strom podepreme, odfizneme vétve a budeme o
néj pecovat, kofeny se znovu uchyti.

Byl jsem skepticky a pochyboval jsem, jak by
strom, ocividné spadly a v problematickém stavu,
mohl viibec pfezit a znovu rtst. Usoudil jsem, ze
i kdyby zacal znovu rist, pristi boufi by urcité
neprezil. Ale s védomim toho, Ze nas soused véri,
Ze onen strom ma presto budoucnost, jsme s
timto planem souhlasili.

A vysledek? Po néjaké dobé jsme spattili
znamky zivota, jak strom zacal zapoustét kofeny.
Nyni, o 12 let pozdéji, strom kypi Zivotem, ma
silné koreny a opét prispiva ke krase krajiny.

Zatimco se po celém svété setkavam se
Svatymi, pfipominam si tuto vrbu a to, ze i kdyz
se zd4, Ze je vSe ztraceno, existuje nadéje. Nékteri
méli kdysi svédectvi o evangeliu, které bylo silné
a kypici zivotem, jako byla tato vrba. Potom,

z vyhradné osobnich divodd, toto svédectvi
zeslablo, coz vedlo ke ztraté viry. Jini se drzi jen
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slimmest of roots tapping into gospel soil.

Yet again and again, I am inspired by the
stories of so many who have chosen to renew
their discipleship and come back to their Church
home. Rather than discarding their faith and
belief like worthless firewood, instead they have
responded to spiritual promptings and loving
invitations to return.

I attended a stake conference in Korea where
a returning member shared: “I thank the brothers
for their willingness to accept my lack of faith
and my weakness, for reaching out to me, and
for the members who are always so kind to me. I
still have a lot of friends around me who are less
active. It's funny, but they tell each other to go
back to the Church to get their faith back. I think
maybe they are alllonging for faith”

To all who are longing for faith, we invite
you to come back. I promise your faith can be
strengthened as you once again worship with the
Saints.

A former missionary from Africa wrote a
senior Church leader, apologising and seeking
forgiveness for being offended by his teachings
about a certain cultural tradition, which then led
him to leave the Church. He humbly expressed:
“Sadly, the fact that I took offense 15 years ago
has made me pay an extremely heavy price.I lost
so much—much more than I ever imagined. I
am deeply embarrassed by the harm I may have
caused along the way, but above all else I am
pleased that I have found my way back”

To all who recognise what you have lost, we
invite you to come back so you can once again
taste the joyous fruit of the gospel.

A sister in the United States was gone from
the Church for many years. Her story of coming
back includes powerful lessons for parents and
family members who anguish over loved ones
who step away. She wrote:

“I could list a myriad of reasons for why I
walked away from the Church, the gospel, and
in a way, my family. But they really don’t mat-
ter. I didn’t make one big decision to leave the
Church—I probably made a thousand choices.
But one thing I have always known is that my
parents did make one big decision, and they
stuck to it. They decided to love me.
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téch nejtencich korent zapusténych do pudy
evangelia.

Znovu a znovu mé inspiruji pfibéhy mno-
hych, ktefi se rozhodli obnovit své ucednictvi a
vratit se domi do Cirkve. Nez aby odhodili svou
viru a presvédcenti jako bezcenné palivové dfivi,
zareagovali misto toho na duchovni nabadani a
laskyplné pozvani k navratu.

Zucastnil jsem se konference kilu v Kore-
ji, kde jeden navracejici se ¢len fekl: ,, Dékuji
bratrim za jejich ochotu pfijmout mou nedosta-
te¢nou viru a mou slabost, za to, Ze mi podali po-
mocnou ruku, a za ¢leny, ktefi jsou ke mné vzdy
tak laskavi. Stale mam kolem sebe spoustu pratel,
ktefi jsou méné aktivni. Zni to legracné, ale fikaji
jeden druhému, aby se vratili do Cirkve a znovu
ziskali svou viru. Myslim, Ze mozna vsichnipo
vife touzi.”

Vas vSechny, ktefi touzite po vife, zveme,
abyste se vratili. Slibuji vam, Ze vase vira mtize
byt posilena, kdyz budete opét uctivat Boha se
Svatymi.

Jeden byvaly misionar z Afriky napsal jed-
nomu sluzebné starsimu cirkevnimu vedoucimu
dopis, ve kterém se mu omlouval a zadal ho o
odpusténi za to, Ze se urazil kvili tomu, cemu
tento vedouci uc¢il o urcité kulturni tradici, coz
ho poté vedlo k odchodu z Cirkve. Pokorné
prohlasil: ,,Je smutné, ze kviili tomu, Ze jsem se
pred 15 lety urazil, jsem musel zaplatit nesmirné
vysokou cenu.Ztratil jsem toho tolik—- mnohem
vic, nez jsem si kdy dokazal predstavit. Hluboce
se stydim za Gjmu, kterou jsem pritom mozna
druhym zpisobil, ale pfedev$im jsem rad, ze
jsem nasel cestu zpatky.“

Vas vSechny, ktefi si uvédomujete, co jste
ztratili, zveme, abyste se vratili, abyste mohli
znovu okusit radostné ovoce evangelia.

Jedna sestra ve Spojenych statech byla mimo
Cirkev mnoho let. Jeji pfibéh o navratu obsahuje
mocna ponauceni pro rodice a ¢leny rodiny, kteri
se trapi kviili svym blizkym, ktefi odesli. Napsala:

»Mohla bych zminit milion dtvodi, pro¢
jsem odesla z Cirkve, od evangelia a svym
zpusobem i od své rodiny. Ale ve skutecnosti na
nich nezalezi. Odejit z Cirkve nebylo urcité jedno
velké rozhodnuti - téch rozhodnuti nejspis bylo
tisic. Ale jedno jsem vzdy védéla — moji rodice
jedno velké rozhodnuti ucinili a drzeli se ho.
Rozhodli se, ze mé budou mit radi.
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“I couldn’t possibly know how many tears
have been shed, how many sleepless nights, nor
how many heartfelt pleading words of prayer
have been uttered on my behalf. They didn’t call
me out on my sins; rather, they called out to
me in my sinfulness. They didn’t make me feel
unwelcome in their home and at family gather-
ings; any of those feelings were of my own doing.
Instead, they continued to welcome me. They
must have seen my light dim over time. But they
knew that the person I was back then was just a
shadow of who I was yet to become.

“Just as my path away from the Church was
complex, so was my way back. But one thing that
was not hard about coming back was the feeling
of being back home where I belong.”

My message today is especially to all who
once felt the Spirit but question whether there
is a way back or a place for you in the restored
Church of Jesus Christ. It is also for any who are
barely hanging on or who are tempted to step
away.

This message is not a challenge, and it is not
a condemnation. It is an invitation, extended
with love and a sincere desire to welcome you
back to your spiritual home.

I have prayed that you will feel the witness
of the Holy Ghost as you now hear this loving
invitation and magnificent promise from our
Saviour, Jesus Christ:

“Will ye not now return unto me,and repent
of your sins,and be converted, that I may heal
you?”

Every week many are responding to the
Saviour’s invitation by returning to discipleship
and Church activity, quietly and humbly seeking
the healing that Jesus promises. And contrary
to narratives which sometimes circulate, record
numbers of our young people are choosing to
stay strong and to grow their faith in Jesus Christ.

When some of Jesus’s followers in Caper-
naum found His teachings hard and chose to
leave, He turned to His Apostles and asked, “Will
ye also go away?”

This is the question we each must answer as
we face our individual times of testing. Peter’s
response to Jesus is timeless and resounding: “To
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life”

So as you consider the Saviour’ invitation to
return unto Him, what might you learn from the
story of the willow tree?
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Asi nikdy nezjistim, kolik slz prolili, kolik
bezesnych noci prozili ani kolik upfimnych
prosebnych slov v modlitbach za mé pronesli.
Nekritizovali mé kvili mym hfichiim - misto
toho ke mné promlouvali v mé hfisnosti. Nikdy
mi nezavdali pfi¢inu, abych se u nich doma nebo
na rodinnych setkanich citila nevitana; zdrojem
vSech takovych pociti jsem byla jen ja sama.
Misto toho mé stale radi vitali. Museli vidét, jak
mé svétlo casem pohasind. Ale védéli, Ze to, jaky
¢lovék jsem tehdy byla, bylo jen stinem toho,
kym jsem se teprve méla stat.

Tak jako byla slozita moje cesta z Cirkve, byla
slozitd i cesta zpét. Ale to, co na névratu tézké
nebylo, byl pocit, Ze jsem zpatky doma, kam
patfim.”

M¢é dnesni poselstvi je ur¢ené predevsim
vSem tém, ktefi kdysi pocitovali Ducha, ale
pochybuji, zda se mohou do znovuziizené Cirkve
Jezise Krista vratit nebo zda je v ni pro né misto.
Je také urceno pro vsechny ty, ktefi se sotva drzi
nebo ktefi jsou v pokuseni odejit.

Toto poselstvi neni vyzvou ani odsouzenim.
Je to pozvanka nabizena s laskou a s upfimnou
touhou privitat vas zpét ve vasem duchovnim
domove.

Modlim se, abyste pocitili svédectvi Ducha
Svatého, az nyni uslysite tuto laskyplnou vyzvu
a nddherné zaslibeni od naseho Spasitele Jezise
Krista:

»Nevratite se nyni ke mné a nebudete Ciniti
pokani z htichii svych a neobratite se, abych vas
mohl uzdraviti?“

Kazdy tyden mnozi pfijimaji toto Spasitelovo
pozvani tim, Ze se vraceji k uc¢ednictvi a k aktivité
v Cirkvi a nendpadné a pokorné usiluji o uzdra-
veni, které Jezis slibuje. A navzdory tvrzenim,
ktera obcas koluji, se rekordni pocet nasich mla-
dych ¢lent rozhoduje ztstat silnymi a prohlubo-
vat svou viru v JeziSe Krista.

Kdyz néktefi nasledovnici Jezide v Kafar-
naum zjistili, Ze Jeho uceni je naro¢né, a rozhodli
se odejit, Pan se obratil k apostoliim a zeptal se
jich: ,,Zdaliz i vy chcete odjiti?“

Na tuto otdzku si bude muset odpovédét
kazdy z nds, zatimco bude prochazet osobnimi
zkouskami. Petrova odpovéd Jezisovi je nadcaso-
va a rezolutni: ,K komu ptjdeme? Slova vé¢ného
zivota mas.“

Kdyz se tedy zamyglite nad Spasitelovou
vyzvou, abyste se k Nému vratili, ¢emu byste se
mohli naudit z onoho ptibéhu o vrbé?
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The journey back is often not easy or com-
fortable, but it is worth it. When our willow was
stood back up, all its branches were cut away. It
was not pretty. We too may feel vulnerable as we
discard old ways and are stripped of pride.Focus-
ing your faith on Jesus Christ and His gospel—
the trunk and the roots—will give you the hope
and the courage to take that first step back.

It took many years for our willow to regain
its former strength and beauty. Now it is even
stronger and more beautiful than before. Be
patient as your faith and testimony also grow.
This includes not taking offense at thoughtless
comments like “Where have you been all these
years?”

The willow would never have survived
without constant care and nourishment. You will
nourish your faith and your testimony as you
feast at the sacrament table each week and as you
worship in the house of the Lord.

Just as the willow needed sunshine for its
branches and leaves to grow again, so your
testimony will grow as you stay sensitive to the
feelings and the witness of the Spirit.Learn from
Amulek, who described his time as a less-active
member by saying, “I was called many times and
I would not hear”

My neighbour knew what the willow could
once again become. So too the Lord knows your
divine potential and what your faith and your
testimony can become. He will never give up on
you.Through the Atonement of Jesus Christ, all
that is broken can be healed.

I witness that there is rejoicing in heaven
over those who return.You are needed, and you
are loved.I testify that Jesus Christ is our Saviour
and that He blesses all who return unto Him
with greater peace and with great joy. His arms of
mercy are not folded but are open and extended
to youw.It is not too late for you to come back.
With all the love in our hearts, we welcome you
home. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Cesta zpét ¢asto neni snadna ani pohodlna,
ale stoji za to. Kdyz jsme vrbu znovu postavi-
li, odrizli jsme vSechny vétve. Nebyl to pékny
pohled. I my se mtizeme citit zranitelni, kdyz
odkladame staré zvyky a zbavujeme se pychy.Za-
meéfrite-li svou viru na Jezise Krista a Jeho evange-
lium - na kmen a kofeny - doda vam to nadé¢ji a
odvahu udélat onen prvni krok k navratu.
Trvalo mnoho let, nez vrba ziskala zpét
svou byvalou silu a krasu. Nyni je jesté silnéjsi a
krasnéjsi nez drive. Budte trpélivi, zatimco bude
vzrustat i vaSe vira a svédectvi.To znamena, Ze
se nebudete urazet kvtli netaktnim poznamkam
typu: ,,Kde jsi celé ty roky byl?“

Bez vytrvalé péce a vyzivy by vrba neprezila.
Svou viru a svédectvi budete vyzivovat tim, ze
budete kazdy tyden hodovat u stolu se svatosti a
uctivat Boha v domé Pané.

Stejné jako vrba potfebovala slune¢ni svit,
aby ji znovu narostly vétve a listy, tak i vase sve-
dectvi poroste, ztstanete-li vnimavi k pocitiim a
k svédectvim Ducha.Ucte se od Amuleka, ktery
dobu, kdy byl méné aktivnim ¢lenem, popsal
slovy: ,,Bylo [na mne] mnohokrate volano, a ja
jsem nechtél slySeti.”

Muj soused vedél, ¢im se vrba miize znovu
stat. Stejné tak i Pan znd vas bozsky potencial a
vi, ¢im se muze stat vase vira a svédectvi. Nikdy
to s vami nevzda.Vse, co je rozbité, mtize byt pro-
stfednictvim Usmifeni JeziSe Krista uzdraveno.

Svéd¢im o tom, Ze v nebi se raduji z téch,
ktefi se vraceji.Potfebujeme vas a mame vas radi.
Svédc¢im o tom, Ze Jezi$ Kristus je nas Spasitel a
ze pozehna kazdému, kdo se k Nému vrati, vétsi
mirou pokoje a velikou radosti. Jeho naru¢ mi-
losrdenstvi neni zaviena, ale oteviend a vztazena
k vam.Neni prili§ pozdé na to, abyste se vratili.S
veskerou laskou v srdci vas vitame doma. Ve
jménu Jezise Krista, amen.
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