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I am forever grateful that holders of the Aaronic
Priesthood, with its powers, ordinances, and du-
ties, do bless all of us.

Thank you, Elder Andersen, for that remark-
able expression of priesthood power and of the
power of the Savior’s Atonement.

One Sunday morning this January, as I sat
in sacrament meeting, over a dozen young men
were sustained to be advanced in the Aaronic
Priesthood. I felt the world changing beneath our
feet.

It struck me that all around the world, time
zone by time zone, in sacrament meetings just
like that one, tens of thousands of deacons, teach-
ers, and priests—like President Holland’s friend
this morning, Easton—were being sustained to
be ordained into lifelong priesthood ministries
that would span the length and breadth of the
gathering of Israel.

Each January, hands are laid on the heads
of about 100,000 young men, connecting them
through ordinance to a bright line of authority
stretching back through the Restoration epoch
to Joseph and Oliver, to John the Baptist, and to
Jesus Christ.

Now, ours is not always a very demonstrative
church. Here, we do understatement.

But still, seeing this rolling thunder of newly
ordained priesthood holders spreading across the
earth, I wondered—in a “church of joy”kind of
way—if it shouldn’t be shouted from the roof-
tops. “Today,” I thought, “there should be trum-
pets and crashing cymbals and blazing Roman
candles. There should be parades!”

Knowing God’s power for what it truly is, we
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Budu na véky vdécny, Ze nositelé Aronova knéz-
stvi's jeho moct, obfady a povinnostmi nam viem
Zehnaji.

Dékujeme, star$i Andersene, za ten nadherny
popis knézské moci a moci Spasitelova Usmireni.

Letos v lednu jsem byl na nedélnim shro-
mazdéni svatosti pritomen tomu, jak byla vice
nez deseti mladym muzim vyjadfena podpora,
aby mohli postoupit v Aronové knézstvi. Pocitil
jsem pfitom, jak se ndm svét méni pod nohama.

Nahle jsem si totiz uvédomil, Ze po celém
svété, v riznych c¢asovych pasmech, je na shro-
mazdénich svatosti, jako bylo toto, pravé vyjad-
fovana podpora desitkam tisic jahnd, ucitelti a
knézi - podobné jako Eastonovi, onomu mladé-
mu priteli presidenta Hollanda z dnesniho dopo-
ledne - aby byli vysvéceni k celozivotni knézské
sluzbé, ktera ovlivni shromazdovani Izraele v celé
Cirkvi.

Kazdy rok v lednu jsou vlozeny ruce na hlavu
asi 100 000 mladych muzi, aby byli prostfednic-
tvim obradu pripojeni ke zfejmé linii pravomoci,
ktera saha az do obdobi Znovuztizeni k Josepho-

NIYe

vi a Oliverovi, k Janu Kititeli a k Jezisi Kristu.

Nase Cirkev po vétsinu ¢asu nepusobi nikte-
rak okazale. Nevychloubame se.

Ale kdyz jsem si predstavoval tyto novée
vysvécené nositele knézstvi, ktefi se §ifi po zemi
jako buraceni hromu, fikal jsem si, zda by se v
cirkvi radostitoto nemélo provolavat i ze strech.
»Dnes,“ pomyslel jsem si, ,by mély znit trubky a
hifmotné ¢inely a mél by zarit ohnostroj. Mély by
se poradat slavnostni priavody!*

Diky tomu, Ze vime, co je ve skute¢nosti Bozi
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were witness to the disruption of the very pat-
terns of this world by godly authority spreading
across the earth.

These ordinations launch these young men
into lifetimes of service as they will find them-
selves in consequential times and places where
their presence and prayers and the powers of
the priesthood of God they hold will profoundly
matter.

This controlled chain reaction began with
a ministering angel sent of God. The resurrect-
ed John the Baptist of ancient times appeared
to Joseph and Oliver, placed his hands on their
heads, and said, “Upon you my fellow servants,
in the name of Messiah I confer the Priesthood
of Aaron, which holds the keys of the ministering
of angels, and of the gospel of repentance, and of
baptism by immersion for the remission of sins”
(Doctrine and Covenants 13:1).

John called this authority the “Priesthood
of Aaron,” after Moses’s brother and priest-
hood companion. Anciently, the holders of this
priesthood of Aaron were to teach and assist with
ordinances—ordinances that focused disciple-
ship on the future Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ
(seeDeuteronomy 33:10).

The book of Numbers explicitly assigns to
holders of the priesthood of Aaron the tasks of
handling the vessels of the ordinances. “And thou
shalt appoint Aaron and his sons ... and their
charge shall be ... the table ... and the vessels of
the sanctuary wherewith they minister” (Num-
bers 3:10, 31).

The Old Testament ordinance of animal
sacrifice was fulfilled and replaced through the
Savior’ life and Atonement. That ancient ordi-
nance was replaced with the ordinance we now
call the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

The Lord entrusts today’s bearers of the
priesthood of Aaron to do very much the same
things they did anciently: to teach and to admin-
ister ordinances—all to remind us of His Atone-
ment.

When deacons, teachers, and priests help
with the sacrament, they receive its blessings just
like everyone else: by keeping the covenant they
make as they individually partake of the bread
and the water. But in the performance of these
sacred duties, they also learn more about their
priesthood roles and responsibilities.

The Aaronic Priesthood is called the prepa-
ratory priesthood partly because its ordinances
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mog, jsme byli svédky toho, jak se narusilo sa-
motné usporadani tohoto svéta tim, Ze se po celé
zemi rozsitila bozskd pravomoc.

Toto vysvéceni je pro tyto mladé muze zacat-
kem celozivotni sluzby, kdy se budou dostavat do
navazujicich situaci, v nichz bude hluboce zalezet
na jejich pritomnosti, modlitbach a moci knéz-
stvi Boziho, jehoz jsou nositeli.

Tato rizena fetézova reakce zapocala sluzbou
andéli seslanych Bohem. Vzkfiseny Jan Kirtitel,
ktery zil v davnych dobach, se zjevil Josephovi a
Oliverovi, vlozil jim ruce na hlavu a pravil: ,Vam,
spolusluzebnici moji, ve jménu Mesiase, preda-
vam knézstvi Aronovo, které drzi klice sluzby
andélt a evangelia pokani a kitu ponofenim na
odpusténi hfichd.” (Nauka a smlouvy 13:1.)

Jan tuto pravomoc nazval ,,knézstvi Arono-
vo', podle bratra a knézského spole¢nika Moj-
zide. V davnych dobach méli nositelé knézstvi
Aronova ucit a pomahat s vykonavanim obradi
- obradd, které zamérovaly ucednictvi lidi na
budouciho Mesiase, Pana JeziSe Krista (vizDeute-
ronomium 33:10).

Kniha Numeri nositele knézstvi Aronova
vyslovné povéruje, aby se starali o nadoby urcené
k vykonavani obradt. ,V... opatrovani [Arona a
synti jeho] bude... sttl... a nddobi svatyné, jimz
prisluhovati budou.” (Numeri 3:10, 31).

Starozakonni obrad zvifecich obéti byl napl-
nén a nahrazen Spasitelovym Zivotem a Usmire-
nim. Tento davny obfad byl nahrazen obradem,
ktery nyni nazyvame svatosti vecefe Pané.

Pan v dnesni dobé svéfuje nositelim knéz-
stvi Aronova, aby délali do znacné miry totéz
co nositelé v davnych dobach - aby ucili a aby
vykonavali obrady - to vSe proto, aby nam pripo-
minali Jeho Usmireni.

Kdyz jahni, ucitelé a knézi pomahaji se sva-
tosti, prijimaji pozehnani, ktera z ni plynou, stej-
né jako vichni ostatni: tim, ze dodrzuji smlouvu,
kterou uzaviraji, zatimco sami osobn¢ pfijimaji
chléb a vodu. Vykonavanim téchto posvatnych
povinnosti se vak také u¢i né¢emu dal$imu o
svych knézskych rolich a zodpovédnostech.

Aronovo knézstvi se nazyva piipravnym
knézstvim c¢astecné proto, ze jeho obrady mla-
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allow them to experience the weight and the joy
of being on the Lord’s errand, preparing them
for future priesthood service, when they may be
called upon to minister in unforeseeable ways—
including pronouncing inspired blessings in
times when hopes and dreams, and even life and
death, hang in precarious balance.

Such serious expectations require serious
preparation.

The Doctrine and Covenants explains that
deacons and teachers are “to warn, expound,
exhort, and teach, and invite all to come unto
Christ” (Doctrine and Covenants 20:59). In addi-
tion to these opportunities, priests are to “preach
... and baptize” (Doctrine and Covenants 20:50).

Well, all that sounds like a lot, but in the real
world, these things happen naturally and all over
the world.

One bishop taught his new deacons quorum
presidency these duties. So the young presidency
began to talk about what that might look like in
their quorum and in their ward. They decided
they should start visiting elderly ward members
to see what they needed and then do that.

Among those they served was Alan, a rough,
often profane, and sometimes hostile neighbor.
Alan’s wife, Wanda, became a member of the
Church, but Alan was, as we say, something of a
piece of work.

Still, the deacons went to work, comically
ignoring his insults, while they shoveled snow
and took out trash. Deacons can be hard to hate,
and Alan eventually began to love them. At some
point they invited him to church.

“I don't like church,” he responded.

“Well, you like us,” they said. “So come with
us. You can just come to our quorum meeting if
you want.”

And with the bishop’s approval, he came—
and he kept coming.

The deacons became teachers, and as they
continued to serve him, he taught them to work
on cars and to build things. By the time these
deacons-turned-teachers became priests, Alan
was calling them “my boys.”

They were earnestly preparing for missions
and asked him if they could practice missionary
lessons with him. He swore that he would never
listen and never believe, but, yeah, they could
practice at his house.
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dym muziim umoznuji zazit tihu i radost ply-
nouci z toho, Ze jednaji v Panové povéreni, a
ptipravuji je na budouci knézskou sluzbu, kdy
mozna budou povolani slouzit i nepredvidatel-
nymi zptsoby — v¢etné pronaseni inspirovanych
pozehnani ve chvilich, kdy nadéje a sny, nebo
dokonce i zZivot a smrt budou viset na velmi
tenkém vlasku.

Takovato vazna ocekavani vyzaduji duklad-
nou pripravu.

V Nauce a smlouvach se vysvétluje, Ze jahno-
vé a ucitelé maji ,varovati, vysvétlovati, nabadati
a uciti a zvati vSechny, aby sli ke Kristu“ (Nauka a
smlouvy 20:59). Knézi maji navic kromé téch-
to prilezitosti také ,kazati... a kititi“ (Nauka a
smlouvy 20:50).

To vSe nezni jako malo, ale ve skute¢nosti
toto probihd ptirozené a po celém svété.

Jeden biskup udil témto povinnostem své
nové predsednictvo kvora jahni. Mladi ¢lenové
predsednictva tedy zacali mluvit o tom, jak by to
mohli uplatiovat ve svém kvoru a sboru. Roz-
hodli se, Ze by méli zacit navstévovat starsi cleny
sboru, aby zjistili, co potfebuji, a pak to pro né
udélat.

Jednim z téch, kterym slouzili, byl i Alan
— hruby, ¢asto vulgarni a nékdy i nepratelsky
naladény soused. Alanova manzelka Wanda se
stala clenkou Cirkve, ale Alan byl takiikajic kom-
plikovana osoba.

Jahnové se presto pustili do préce a s humo-
rem ignorovali jeho narazky, zatimco odklizeli
snih a vynaseli odpadky. Jahny je tézké nemit
rad a Alan si je casem oblibil. Po urcité dobé ho
pozvali na shromazdéni.

»Nemdam shromazdéni rad,“ odpoveédél.

»Ale mate rad nas,” fekli. ,Tak pojdte s nami.
Miizete jit jenom na shromazdéni naseho kvora,
jestli chcete.”

A tak se souhlasem biskupa prisel - a poté
chodil i nadale.

Z téchto jahnt se stali ucitelé, a zatimco mu
neprestavali slouzit, ucil je opravovat auta a vyra-
bét rtizné véci. Kdyz se tito ucitelé, ktefi predtim
byli jahny, stali knézimi, Alan jim uz fikal ,,moji
kluci®

Pripravovali se svédomité na misii a pozadali
ho, zda by si s nim mohli procvicovat misionar-
ské lekce. Prisahal, Ze nikdy nebude naslouchat
ani nikdy neuvéri, ale mohli cvicit u néj doma.
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And then Alan got sick. And he softened.

And one day in quorum meeting, he tenderly
asked them to pray for him to quit smoking, and
so they did. But then they followed him home
and confiscated all of his tobacco stash.

As his failing health put Alan into hospitals
and rehab centers, “his boys” served him, quietly
exuding powers of priesthood and of love un-
feigned (seeDoctrine and Covenants 121:41).

The miracle continued when Alan asked to
be baptized—but then he passed away before
it could happen. At his request, his deacons-
turned-priests were the pallbearers and the
speakers at his funeral, where they—fitting-
ly—warned, expounded, exhorted, taught, and
invited all to Christ.

And later, in the temple, it was one of “Alan’s
boys” who baptized that erstwhile deacons quo-
rum president in proxy for Alan.

Everything John the Baptist said to do, they
did. They did what deacons, teachers, and priests
do all over this Church and all over this world.

One of the things holders of the priesthood
of Aaron are charged to do involves the ordi-
nance of the sacrament.

Last year I met an inspired bishop and his
wonderful wife. On a recent Saturday morning,
they were driving to their son’s baptism and suf-
fered the tragic and sudden loss of their darling
two-year-old daughter, Tess.

The next morning their ward members gath-
ered for sacrament meeting filled with compas-
sion, also suffering over the loss of this perfect
little girl. No one expected the bishop’s family
to be at church that morning, but a couple of
minutes before the meeting started, they quietly
entered and took their place.

The bishop went to the stand and walked
past his usual seat between his counselors and sat
down instead between his priests at the sacra-
ment table.

During that anguished and sleepless night
before of searching for understanding and peace,
he had received a strong impression of what his
family most needed—and what his ward most
needed. It was to hear the voice of their bishop,
their ward Aaronic Priesthood president, their
grieving father, pronounce the promises of the
sacramental covenant.

So, in due course, he knelt with those priests
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A pak Alan onemocnél. A jeho srdce se
obmeék¢ilo.

A jednou je na shromazdéni kvora laskyplné
pozadal, aby se za néj modlili, aby prestal kourit,
a tak to udélali. Ale pak ho doprovodili domt a
zabavili jeho zasoby tabakovych vyrobki.

Kdyz Alan kvtli zhorsujicimu se zdravi
pobyval v nemocnicich a rehabilita¢nich cent-
rech, ,jeho kluci® mu slouzili a tise vyzarovali
moc knézstvi a nepredstirané lasky (vizNauka a
smlouvy 121:41).

Zazrak pokracoval, kdyz Alan pozadal o
krest — ale nez k nému mohlo dojit, Alan zemfel.
Na jeho zadost jeho jahnové, ktefi se postupné
stali knézimi, nesli jeho rakev a promlouvali na
pohrbu, kde - ptihodné - varovali, vysvétlovali,
nabadali, uc¢ili a zvali v§echny ke Kristu.

A pozdéji to byl jeden z ,,Alanovych kluka,
kdo v chramu pokrtil nékdejsiho presidenta kvo-
ra jahnt v zastoupeni za Alana.

Ve, co Jan Kititel uvedl, Ze ucini, oni udélali.
Udgélali to, co délaji jahni, ucitelé a knézi v celé
této Cirkvi a na celém tomto svéte.

Jednou z véci, jejichz vykonavani maji nosite-
1¢é knézstvi Aronova na starost, je obrad svatosti.

Vloni jsem se setkal s jednim inspirovanym
biskupem a jeho uzasnou manzelkou. Kratce
predtim, kdyz v sobotu rano jeli autem na krest
svého syna, prisli tragicky a nahle o svou milova-
nou dvouletou dcerusku Tess.

Druhy den rano se ¢lenové jejich sboru sesli
na shromazdéni svatosti naplnéni soucitem a
bolesti nad ztratou tohoto dokonalého dévcatka.
Nikdo necekal, Ze biskup s rodinou budou onoho
rana na shromazdéni, ale nékolik minut pred za-
¢atkem shromazdeénti tise vesli do kaple a zamirili
na sva mista.

Biskup dosel k pddiu, prosel kolem svého
obvyklého mista mezi svymi rddci a posadil se
misto toho mezi své knéze u stolu se svatosti.

Béhem oné uzkostné a bezesné noci, kdy
usiloval o porozuméni a pokoj, obdrzel silné
vnuknuti ohledné toho, co jeho rodina nejvice
potrebuje — a co nejvice potrebuje jeho sbor. A
sice slySet hlas svého biskupa, presidenta Aro-
nova knézstvi jejich sboru, a svého truchliciho
otce, jak pronasi zaslibeni obsazena ve smlouveé
svatosti.

A tak v prislu$ném case poklekl s onémi
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and spoke to His Father. With the pathos of that
occasion, he pronounced some of the most pow-
erful words that anyone is ever allowed to say out
loud in this lifetime.

Words of eternal consequence.

Words of ordinance.

Words of covenant.

Instruction that connects us to the very pur-
poses of this life—and to the most magnificent
outcomes of Heavenly Father’s plan for us.

Can you imagine what the congregation
heard in that chapel that day—what they felt
in the words that we hear every Sunday in our
chapels?

“O God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee in
the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ, to bless and
sanctify this bread to the souls of all those who
partake of it, that they may eat in remembrance
of the body of thy Son, and witness unto thee, O
God, the Eternal Father, that they are willing to
take upon them the name of thy Son, and always
remember him and keep his commandments
which he has given them; that they may always
have his Spirit to be with them. Amen” (Doctrine
and Covenants 20:77).

And then: “O God, the Eternal Father, we
ask thee in the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ,
to bless and sanctify this [water] to the souls of
all those who drink of it, that they may do it in
remembrance of the blood of thy Son, which was
shed for them; that they may witness unto thee,
O God, the Eternal Father, that they do always
remember him, that they may have his Spirit to
be with them. Amen” (Doctrine and Covenants
20:79).

This good father and mother testify that that
promise has been fulfilled. They do, in fact, to
their everlasting comfort, “have his Spirit to be
with them?”

I am forever grateful that holders of the
Aaronic Priesthood, with its powers, ordinances,
and duties, do bless all of us through the keys of
the very “ministering of angels, and of the gospel
of repentance, and of baptism by immersion for
the remission of sins” (Doctrine and Covenants
13:1). In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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knézimi a zacal promlouvat ke svému Otci. Se
zarmutkem, ktery v té chvili pocitoval, pronesl
jedna z nejsilnéjsich slov, ktera kdy kdokoli v
tomto zivoté smi vyslovit.

Slova s vé¢nym dopadem.

Slova obtadu.

Slova smlouvy.

Pokyny, které nas spojuji se samotnym uce-
lem tohoto Zivota — a s témi nejvelkolepéjsimi cili
planu, ktery pro nas pripravil Nebesky Otec.

Dovedete si predstavit, co lidé shroméazdéni
v oné kapli toho dne slyseli - a co pocitovali ve
slovech, ktera slychame kazdou nedéli v nasich
kaplich?

,O Boze, Vé&ny Otée, prosime té ve jménu
tvého Syna, Jezise Krista, abys pozehnal a posve-
til tento chléb dusim vsech téch, ktefi jej pfijima-
ji, aby jej mohli jisti na pamatku téla tvého Syna
a tobé dosvédciti, 6 Boze, Vécny Otce, ze jsou
ochotni vziti na sebe jméno tvého Syna a vzdy na
néj pamatovati a zachovavati jeho prikazani, jez
jim dal; aby mohli vzdy miti jeho Ducha, aby byl
s nimi. Amen.“ (Nauka a smlouvy 20:77.)

A nésledné: ,O Boze, Vécny Otce, prosime té,
ve jménu tvého Syna, JeziSe Krista, abys pozehnal
a posvétil [tuto vodu] dusim vsech téch, ktefi [ji]
piji, aby to mohli ¢initi na pamatku krve tvé-
ho Syna, ktera byla pro né prolita; aby ti mohli
dosvédciti, 6 Boze, Vécny Otce, ze na néj vzdy
pamatuji, aby mohli miti jeho Ducha, aby byl s
nimi. Amen.“ (Nauka a smlouvy 20:79.)

Tento dobry otec a tato dobra matka jsou
svédectvim o tom, Ze toto zaslibeni se naplnilo.
Ke své vécné utése skutecné maji ,,jeho Ducha,
aby byl s nimi*®

Budu na véky vdécny, Ze nositelé Aronova
knézstvi s jeho moci, obfady a povinnostmi nam
vSem Zehnaji prostfednictvim kli¢i samotné
»sluzby andéli a evangelia pokani a kitu pono-
fenim na odpusténi hiicha“ (Nauka a smlouvy
13:1). Ve jménu Jezise Krista, amen.
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