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Jesus Christ loves each of us. He offers us the op-
portunity to draw closer to Him.

My dear brothers and sisters, it is a joy for
me to be with you in this general conference of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
This is His Church. We are gathered in buildings
and homes all over the world in His name.

We take His name upon us when we enter
His kingdom by covenant. He is the resurrected
and glorified Son of God. We are mortals, subject
to sin and death. Yet, in His love for each of us,
the Savior invites us to come closer to Him.

Here is His invitation to us: “Draw near
unto me and I will draw near unto you; seek me
diligently and ye shall find me; ask, and ye shall
receive; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”

There are times we feel close to the Savior
Jesus Christ. And yet, sometimes during our
mortal trials, we feel some distance from Him
and wish for an assurance that He knows what is
in our hearts and loves us as individuals.

The Savior’s invitation includes the way to
feel that assurance. Draw near Him by always
remembering Him. Seek Him diligently through
scripture study. Ask through heartfelt prayer to
Heavenly Father to feel closer to His Beloved
Son.

There is a simple way to think about it. It is
what you would do if you were separated for a
time from dear friends. You would find a way to
communicate with them, you would cherish any
message you received from them, and you would
do all you could to help them.

The more that happened, the longer it last-
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Jezis Kristus md rdd kazdého z nds. Nabizi ndm
prilezitost, abychom se Mu pribliZili.

Drazi bratfi a sestry, mam radost, Ze s vami
mohu byt na této generalni konferenci Cirkve
Jezise Krista Svatych poslednich dnu. Toto je
Jeho Cirkev. Shromazdili jsme se v Jeho jménu v
budovach a domovech po celém svété.

Bereme na sebe Jeho jméno, kdyz prostied-
nictvim uzavieni smlouvy vstupujeme do Jeho
kralovstvi. On je vzkfiseny a oslaveny Syn Bozi.
My jsme smrtelnici podrobeni hiichu a smrti.
Presto Spasitel kazdého z nas diky lasce, kterou k
nam chovd, vyzyvd, abychom k Nému pfisli blize.

Takto zni Jeho vyzva: ,,Priblizte se mi, a ja se
priblizim vam; hledejte mne pilné, a naleznete
mne; proste, a obdrzite; klepejte, a bude vam
otevieno.”

Jsou chvile, kdy se Spasiteli Jezisi Kristu
citime byt nablizku. A pfesto béhem zkousek
smrtelnosti pocitujeme od Spasitele urcity odstup
a prejeme si obdrzet ujisténi, ze Pan vi, co mame
v srdci, a ze nas kazdého miluje.

Spasitelova vyzva zahrnuje zptsob, jak toto
ujisténi pocitit. Pfiblizujte se Mu tim, Ze na
N¢j budete vzdy pamatovat. Hledejte Ho pilné
prostfednictvim studia pisem. Proste v upfimné
modlitbé k Nebeskému Otci o to, abyste se citili
blize Jeho Milovanému Synovi.

Existuje jednoduchy zpiisob, jak tomu poro-
zumét. Spociva v tom, co byste délali, kdybyste
byli na néjaky c¢as odlouceni od drahych pratel.
Nasli byste zptisob, jak s nimi byt v kontaktu,
vazili byste si kazdé zpravy, kterou byste od nich
obdrzeli, a udélali byste v3e, co byste mohli, abys-
te jim pomohli.

Cim vice by se to délo a ¢im déle by to trvalo,
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ed, the deeper the bond of affection would be
strengthened, and you would feel yourself draw-
ing ever nearer. If much time passed without the
cherished communication and the opportunity
to help one another, the bond would weaken.

Jesus Christ loves each of us. He offers that
opportunity to draw closer to Him. As with a lov-
ing friend, you will do it in much the same way,
by communicating through prayer to Heavenly
Father in the name of Jesus Christ, listening for
cherished guidance from the Holy Ghost, and
then serving others for the Savior cheerfully.
Soon you would feel that blessing of drawing
nearer to Him.

In my youth, I experienced the joy of coming
closer to the Savior—and of His coming closer
to me—through simple acts of obedience to the
commandments. When I was young, the sacra-
ment was offered during an evening meeting. I
can still remember one specific night, more than
75 years ago, when it was dark and cold outside.
I remember a feeling of light and warmth as I
realized that I had kept the commandment to
gather with the Saints to partake of the sacra-
ment, covenanting with our Heavenly Father to
always remember His Son and keep His com-
mandments.

At the end of the meeting that night, we sang
the hymn “Abide with Me; "Tis Eventide,” with
the memorable words “O Savior, stay this night
with me”

These words brought an overwhelming sense
of the Spirit to me, even as a young boy. I felt the
Savior’s love and closeness that evening through
the comfort of the Holy Ghost.

Years later I wanted to rekindle the same
feeling of the Savior’s love and the closeness I had
telt to the Lord during that sacrament meeting in
my youth. So I kept another simple command-
ment: I searched the scriptures.

In the book of Luke, I read of the third day
after His Crucifixion and burial, when faithful
servants had come, out of love for the Savior, to
anoint His body. When they arrived, they found
the stone rolled away from the tomb and saw that
His body was not there.

Two angels stood by and asked why they
were afraid:

“Why seek ye the living among the dead?

“He is not here, but is risen: remember how
he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee,

“Saying, The Son of man must be delivered
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tim vice by se upevinovalo pouto naklonnosti a
vy byste pocitovali, jak jste si stale blize. Pokud
by uplynulo mnoho ¢asu bez cenné komunikace
a prilezitosti si navzajem pomahat, toto pouto by
se oslabilo.

Jezis Kristus ma rad kazdého z nas. Nabizi
nam prilezitost, abychom se Mu priblizili. Podob-
né jako s drahym pritelem to i v tomto ptipadé
udélate velmi podobné - tim, ze budete s Nebes-
kym Otcem rozmlouvat v modlitbé ve jménu Je-
zise Krista, Ze budete naslouchat cennému vedeni
od Ducha Svatého a ze budete s radosti slouzit v
zastoupeni Spasitele druhym. Brzy pocitite ono
pozehnani plynouci z toho, ze se Mu priblizujete.

V mladi jsem radost plynouci z toho, ze
jsem se priblizil Spasiteli — a On se priblizil mné
- zazival nejcastéji diky jednoduchym skutkiim
poslusnosti prikazani. Kdyz jsem byl mlady;,
svatost se roznasela béhem vecerniho shromaz-
déni. Stale si vybavuji jeden konkrétni vecer pred
vice nez 75 lety, kdy venku panovala tma a zima.
Vybavuji si, Ze jsem vnimal pocity svétla a tepla,
kdyz jsem si uvédomil, Ze jsem dodrzel prika-
zani shromazdit se se Svatymi, pfijmout svatost
a uzavrit smlouvu s Nebeskym Otcem, Ze budu
vzdy pamatovat na Jeho Syna a dodrzovat Jeho
prikazani.

Na konci shromdzdéni jsme onoho vecera
zpivali pisen ,,O, zGstan, zGstan tu se mnou', v niz
se zpiva: ,,Muj Spasiteli, dnes vecer tu zlistan.”

Tato slova ve mné jiz jako mladém chlapci
vyvolavala nesmirné silny pocit blizkosti Ducha.
Onoho vecera jsem diky utése od Ducha Svatého
pocitil Spasitelovu lasku a blizkost.

O mnoho let pozdéji jsem zatouzil znovu
pocitit tutéz Spasitelovu lasku a blizkost, kterou
jsem k Panovi pocitil béhem onoho shromazdéni
svatosti v mladi. A tak jsem dodrzel dalsi prosté
prikazani - badal jsem v pismech.

V knize Lukasové jsem cetl o tom, jak tretiho
dne po Jezisové Ukftizovani a pohibu prisly vérné
sluzebnice, aby z lasky ke Spasiteli pomazaly Jeho
télo. Kdyz dorazily, zjistily, ze kamen u hrobu je
odvaleny a JeziSovo télo tam neni.

Opodal stali dva andélé a zeptali se jich, pro¢
se boji:

,»Co hledate zivého s mrtvymi?

Nenit ho tuto, ale vstalt jest. Rozpomente se,
kterak mluvil vam, kdyz jesté v Galilei byl,

Rka: ze Syn ¢lovéka musi vydén byti v ruce
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into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified,
and the third day rise again”

That evening at dusk, two disciples walked
from Jerusalem on the road to Emmaus, and the
resurrected Lord appeared to them and walked
with them.

The book of Luke allows us to walk with
them that evening:

“And it came to pass, that, while they com-
muned together and reasoned, Jesus himself
drew near, and went with them.

“But their eyes were holden that they should
not know him.

“And he said unto them, What manner of
communications are these that ye have one to
another, as ye walk, and are sad?

“And the one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only
a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the
things which are come to pass there in these
days?”

They told Him of their sadness that Jesus
had died when they had trusted He would be the
Redeemer of Israel.

There must have been affection in the risen
Lord’s voice as He spoke to these two sorrowful
and mourning disciples.

As I continued to read, there came these
words that warmed my heart, just as I had felt
when I was a little boy:

“And they drew nigh unto the village, whith-
er they went: and he made as though he would
have gone further.

“But they constrained him, saying, Abide
with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is
far spent. And he went in to tarry with them?”

The Savior accepted that night the invitation
to enter the house of His disciples. He sat at meat
with them. He took bread, blessed it, broke it,
and gave it to them. Their eyes were opened, and
they knew Him. Then He vanished out of their
sight.

Luke recorded for us the feelings of those
blessed disciples: “And they said one to another,
Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked
with us by the way, and while he opened to us the
scriptures?”

The two disciples then rushed back to
Jerusalem to tell the eleven Apostles what had
happened. As they were sharing their experience,
the Savior appeared again.

He stood in the midst of them and “saith
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hii$nych lidi, a ukfizovan byti, a v tieti den z
mrtvych vstati.”

Onoho vecera za soumraku se dva ucednici
vydali z Jeruzaléma po cest¢ do Emaus a zjevil se
jim vzkii$eny Pan a kracel s nimi.

Diky knize Lukasové mizeme onoho vecera
kracet po jejich boku:

»1 stalo se, kdyz rozmlouvali, a sebe se otazo-
vali, ze i Jezis, pribliziv se, $el s nimi.

Ale o¢i jejich drzany byly, aby ho nepoznali.

I ekl jim: Které jsou to véci, o nichZ rozjima-
te vespolek, jdouce, a jste smutni?

A odpovédév jeden, kterémuz jméno Kleofas,
fekl jemu: Ty sam jsi z pfichozich do Jeruzaléma,
jestos nezveédél, co se stalo v ném téchto dnti?“

Vypravéli Mu o svém smutku z toho, Ze JeZis
zemfel, zatimco oni vérili, Ze bude Vykupitelem
Izraele.

Kdyz vzkiiSeny Pan k témto dvéma zarmou-
cenym a truchlicim u¢ednikiim mluvil, v Jeho
hlase musela byt patrna naklonnost.

Jak jsem cetl dal, prisla nasledujici slova,
ktera mé zahrala u srdce tak, jako kdyz jsem byl
maly chlapec:

,»1 priblizili se k méstec¢ku, do kteréhoz $li, a
on [délal], jako by chtél dale jiti.

Ale prinutili ho, tkouce: Zistan s nami, nebo
se jiz ptipozdiva, a den se nachylil. I vsel, aby s
nimi ztstal.“

Spasitel onoho vecera prijal pozvani svych
ucedniki a $el k nim domd. Posadil se a jedl s
nimi. Vzal chléb, pozehnal ho, nalamal a podal
jim ho. Jejich oci se otevfely, a oni Jej poznali.
Poté se jim ztratil z dohledu.

Lukas pro nas zaznamenal pocity téchto
pozehnanych ucednika: ,,I fekli vespolek: Zdaliz
srdce nase v nas nehortelo, kdyz mluvil ndm na
cesté, a kdyz otviral nam pisma?“

Tito dva ucednici pak spéchali zpét do
Jeruzaléma, aby jedenacti apostoltim fekli, co se
stalo. Zatimco vypravéli o svém zazitku, Spasitel
se znovu zjevil.

Stanul uprostfed nich ,,a fekl jim: Pokoj
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unto them, Peace be unto you”"He then reviewed
the prophecies of His mission to atone for the
sins of all His Father’s children and to break the
bands of death.

“And said unto them, Thus it is written, and
thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from
the dead the third day:

“And that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name among all na-
tions, beginning at Jerusalem.

“And ye are witnesses of these things.”

Just as His beloved disciples, every child
of Heavenly Father who has chosen to enter
through the gate of baptism is under covenant to
be a witness of the Savior and to care for those in
need throughout our mortal lives. This commit-
ment was made plain for us by the great Book
of Mormon prophet Alma centuries ago at the
Waters of Mormon:

“As ye are desirous to come into the fold of
God, and to be called his people, and are willing
to bear one another’s burdens, that they may be
light;

“Yea, and are willing to mourn with those
that mourn; yea, and comfort those that stand
in need of comfort, and to stand as witnesses of
God at all times and in all things, and in all plac-
es ..., even until death, that ye may be redeemed
of God, ... that ye may have eternal life”

As you are faithful to these promises, you
will find that the Lord keeps His promise to
be one with you in your service, making your
burdens light. You will come to know the Savior,
and in time you will come to be like Him and
“be perfected in him.”By helping others for the
Savior, you will find that you are drawing nearer
to Him.

Many of you have loved ones who are wan-
dering off the path to eternal life. You wonder
what more you can do to bring them back. You
can depend on the Lord to draw closer to them
as you serve Him in faith.

You may remember the Lord’s promise to
Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon when they were
away from their families on His errands: “My
friends Sidney and Joseph, your families are well;
they are in mine hands, and I will do with them
as seemeth me good; for in me there is all power”

As you bind up the wounds of those in need,
the Lord’s power will sustain you. His arms will
be outstretched with yours to succor and bless
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vam.“Poté zopakoval proroctvi o svém poslani,
jimz bylo usmifit htichy vSech déti Jeho Otce a
zlomit pouta smrti.

»A fekl jim: Takt jest psano, a tak musil Kris-
tus trpéti, a tfetitho dne z mrtvych vstati,

A aby bylo kazano ve jménu jeho pokani a
odpusténi hfichti mezi vSemi narody, poc¢na od
Jeruzaléma.

Vy pak jste svédkové toho.“

Kazdé dité Nebeského Otce, které se rozhod-
lo projit branou kitu, je stejné jako Spasitelovi
milovani u¢ednici vazano smlouvou, Ze bude
svédkem Spasitele a Ze bude po cely smrtelny Zi-
vot pecovat o potrebné. Tento zavazek nam u vod
Mormonu pfed mnoha staletimi objasnil Alma,
veliky prorok z Knihy Mormonovy:

»Jelikoz si prejete prijiti do stada Boziho a
byti nazyvani lidem jeho a jste ochotni nésti si
navzajem bfemena sva, aby byla lehka;

Ano, a jste ochotni truchliti s témi, kteri
truchli; ano, a utéSovati ty, ktefi maji utéchy
zapotiebi, a stati jako svédkové Bozi za vSech dob
a ve v8ech vécech a na véech mistech... az do
smrti, abyste mohli byti Bohem vykoupeni a...
abyste mohli miti vé¢ny zivot.”

Kdyz budete témto slibim vérni, zjistite, ze
Pan dodrzuje svij slib, ze s vami bude ve vasi
sluzbé zajedno a ucini vase bfemena lehkymi.
Poznate Spasitele a ¢asem se stanete takovymi,
jako je On, a budete ,,v ném zdokonalovani“Kdyz
budete v zastoupeni Spasitele pomahat druhym,
zjistite, ze se Mu priblizujete.

Mnozi z vds mate nékoho blizkého, kdo sesel
z cesty vedouci k vécnému Zivotu. Pfemyslite
o tom, co vice mizete udélat pro to, abyste ho
privedli zpét. Slouzite-1i s virou Panu, muzete se
spolehnout na to, Ze On se doty¢nému priblizi.

Mozna si vybavite slib, ktery Pan dal Jose-
phu Smithovi a Sidneymu Rigdonovi, kdyz byli
v ramci Jeho povéreni daleko od svych rodin:
»|Pratelé moji Sidney a Josephe]: Rodinam vasim
se dafi dobre; jsou v rukou mych a ucinim s
nimi, jak se mi zda dobré; nebot ve mné je veske-
rda moc.“

Kdyz budete obvazovat rany potrebnym,
Pédnova moc vas bude posilovat. Jeho ramé bude
vztazeno spolu s tim vasim, aby spolu s vami po-
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the children of our Heavenly Father.

Every covenant servant of Jesus Christ will
receive His direction from the Spirit as they bless
and serve others for Him. Then they will feel the
Savior’s love and find joy in being drawn closer
to Him.

I am a witness of the Resurrection of the
Lord as surely as if I had been there with the two
disciples in the house on Emmaus road. I know
that He lives.

This is His true Church—the Church of Jesus
Christ. We will, on the Day of Judgment, stand
before the Savior, face to face. It will be a time of
great joy for those, in this life, who have drawn
close to Him in His service and can eagerly an-
ticipate to hear His words: “Well done, thou good
and faithful servant”

I testify as a witness of the risen Savior and
our Redeemer, in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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mahal a Zehnal détem naseho Nebeského Otce.

Kazdy sluzebnik JeziSe Krista, jenz s Nim
uzaviel smlouvu, obdrzi od Ducha Jeho vedeni,
kdyz bude v Jeho zastoupeni zehnat a slouzit
druhym. Poté bude pocitovat Spasitelovu lasku a
nachazet radost v tom, ze se Mu priblizuje.

Jsem svédkem Vzkfideni Pana tak jisté, jako
bych byl s onémi dvéma uc¢edniky v domé na
cest¢ do Emaus. Ja vim, ze On Zije.

Toto je Jeho prava Cirkev — Cirkev Jezise
Krista. V soudny den budeme stat Spasiteli tvari
v tvar. Bude to doba veliké radosti pro ty, ktefi
se k Nému v tomto Zivoté priblizuji tim, Ze Mu
slouzi, a ktefi mohou dychtivé ocekavat, Ze uslysi
Jeho slova: ,,To dobfe, sluzebnice dobry a vérny.*

O tom svéd¢im jako svédek vzkiiseného

Spasitele a naseho Vykupitele, ve jménu Jezise
Krista, amen.
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