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My Love for the Savior Is My “Why”

By Elder Ricardo P. Giménez
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Mym diavodem je mad laska ke Spasiteli

Stars$i Ricardo P. Giménez
sedmdesditnik

April 2025 general conference

I love our Savior. This is the real and most power-
ful reason why I do what I do.

Have you ever noticed that our dear proph-
et, President Russell M. Nelson, continuously
extends invitations to us? Not surprisingly, he
has invited us to study and ponder the messag-
es shared at the last two conferences. In April
2024, he said, “I hope you will repeatedly study
the messages of this conference throughout the
coming months.”Then, in October 2024, he said:
“I urge you to study [the speakers’] messages. Use
them as a litmus test of what is true and what is
not during the next six months.”

These invitations can be added to prophetic
invitations we have received throughout our life-
times, including and especially those we have re-
ceived in recent years. We may feel or think these
invitations are another thing we need to add to
our to-do lists, simply because we were invited or
asked to do it. But could there be more to it?

Pondering over this and all the invitations we
had received, I recalled something that I learned
and decided long ago. I am trying to do these
things which are essential to me because I love
Him; I love our Savior. This is the real and most
powerful reason why I do what I do, and then
connected with this is my love for you, my fellow
brothers and sisters.

As your brother, I hope you will consider my
words as a sincere invitation to seek to under-
stand the opportunity to link everything we do
with our love for the Savior.
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Naseho Spasitele mam velmi rdd. To je ten skutec-
ny a nejdiilezitéjsi ditvod, proc¢ délam to, co délam.

Vsimli jste si, ze nas drahy prorok, president
Russell M. Nelson, nés vzdy k né¢emu vyzyva?
Proto neni divu, Ze nds vyzval, abychom studo-
vali poselstvi, ktera zaznéla na poslednich dvou
konferencich, a pfemitali o nich. V dubnu 2024
fekl: ,Doufam, Ze budete v nasledujicich mési-
cich poselstvi z této konference opakované studo-
vat.“V fijnu 2024 dale fekl: ,,Naléhavé vas zadam,
abyste... poselstvi [fe¢nikil] studovali. Pouzivejte
je béhem pristich Sesti mésict jako lakmusovy
papirek pro posouzeni toho, co je pravda, a co
nikoli.”

Tyto vyzvy lze zaradit po bok prorockych
vyzev, které dostavame po cely Zivot, véetné a
obzvlasté téch, které jsme obdrzeli v poslednich
letech. Moznd méame pocit nebo se domnivame,
Ze tyto vyzvy jsou dalsi polozkou, kterou si po-
trebujeme dopsat na seznam tkold, protoze jsme
zkratka byli vyzvani nebo pozadani, abychom
to udélali. Ale mize to mit jesté né¢jaky hlubsi
smysl?

Kdyz jsem pfemital o této vyzvé a véech
dalsich vyzvach, které jsme jiz obdrzeli, vybavilo
se mi néco, co jsem zjistil a pro co jsem se roz-
hodl jiz davno. Tyto vyzvy jsou pro mé zasadni a
snazim se je plnit, protoze Jej mam velmi rad; na-
$eho Spasitele mdm velmi rad. To je ten skute¢ny
a s tim se poji ma laska k vam, moji drazi bratfi a
sestry.

Jakozto vas bratr doufam, Ze zvazite ma slova
jako upfimnou vyzvu k tomu, abyste se snazili
porozumeét, jak mulizete propojovat vse, co délate,
s laskou ke Spasiteli.
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Doing this will help us understand the real
“why” behind everything we do as disciples of
the Savior. This will help us strengthen our cove-
nantal connection with God, understanding His
divine and eternal truths—His eternal and abso-
lute truths that will never change. Eternal truths
like “For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life”

It is interesting that sometimes because we
have consistently done things to the point that
they have turned into traditions, we allow these
traditions or activities to dictate our efforts to
build faith in Jesus Christ. It seems that we do
these things because we have done them for
many years, without considering their impact on
our covenantal connection with the Savior.

In our world, we usually focus on what we
do and on consistently accomplishing tasks and
goals. In a spiritual sphere, we have the opportu-
nity to go beyond just doing things or achieving
goals by understanding why we are doing them.
If we can understand and connect that the reason
behind our actions relates to our love for the Sav-
ior and our Heavenly Father, by taking advantage
of these opportunities we will understand that
even though doing righteous things like having
Church activities or traditions and appropriately
doing them is a good thing, when we connect
them with the “why;” we will be blessed to un-
derstand the reason. It won't be just doing good
things or doing them right; we will also get them
right.

For example, when you set a goal to read the
scriptures, offer sincere prayers, or prepare an
activity for your family or ward, is the real goal
simply to accomplish these tasks? Or are these
actions the means, the tools at your disposal,
to achieve the true goal? Is the purpose merely
to hold an activity because we have done it for
many years and then check the box that we have
completed it? Or, once again, are these the means
we use to learn, to feel, and to connect with the
Savior?

Please don’t misunderstand my point about
having activities and traditions or setting goals
and working hard to achieve them; there is
nothing wrong with this. However, I invite you to
open your hearts and minds to the opportunity
and blessing of understanding why we do these
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To nam pomiize porozumét tomu skutecné-
mu diivodu, ktery stoji za vS§im, co jako Spasi-
telovi u¢ednici délame. To nam pomuze posilit
nase smluvni spojeni s Bohem a porozumét Jeho
bozskym a vé¢nym pravdam - Jeho vécnym a
nezvratnym pravdam, které se nikdy nezméni.
Vécnym pravdam, jako je napriklad tato: ,Nebo
tak Btith miloval svét, ze Syna svého jednorozené-
ho dal, aby kazdy, kdoz véfi v ného, nezahynul,
ale mél zivot vécny.”

Je zajimavé, ze nékdy, protoze néco pravi-
delné délame tak dlouho, aZ se to stalo tradici,
dovolime témto tradicim nebo ¢innostem, aby
urcovaly nase usili budovat viru v Jezise Krista.
Zda se, ze tyto véci délame, protoze jsme je délali
po mnoho let, aniz bychom premysleli o jejich
vlivu na nase smluvni spojeni se Spasitelem.

V nasem svété se obvykle zamérujeme na své
¢innosti a na to, abychom neustale plnili ukoly
a cile. V duchovni roviné mame prilezitost jit
nad ramec pouhého vykonavani ¢innosti nebo
dosahovani cilt tim, Ze pochopime, pro¢ se jim
vénujeme. Pokud pochopime a spojime si to, Ze
davod, proc¢ se urc¢itymi vécmi zabyvame, spociva
v nasi lasce ke Spasiteli a nasemu Nebeskému
Otci, a pokud tyto prilezitosti spravné vyuzijeme,
pochopime nasledujici: I kdyz je dobré se nalezi-
tym zplisobem vénovat tomu, co je spravné, jako
naptiklad cirkevnim ¢innostem ¢i jinym tradi-
cim, teprve kdy?z si je propojime s jejich skutec-
nym smyslem, budeme pozehnani porozuménim
onomu diivodu. Nebudeme se jen spravnym
zpusobem vénovat dobrym vécem, ale budeme je
také délat ze spravnych divoda.

Kdyz si napriklad stanovite cil ¢ist pisma,
uprimné se modlit nebo pfipravit néjakou akei
pro svou rodinu nebo sbor, spociva skutecny
cil v tom, Ze tyto tkoly splnite? Nebo tyto ¢iny
predstavuji prostfedky ¢i nastroje, které mate
k dispozici, abyste dosahli skute¢ného cile? Je
ucelem usporadat néjakou akci jen proto, ze to
délame mnoho let, a poté si odskrtnout, ze jsme
to splnili? Nebo jsou to opét prostredky, které
nam pomahaji ucit se, byt vnimavi a vytvaret si
spojeni se Spasitelem?

Prosim, nechapejte Spatné ma slova o akcich
a tradicich nebo stanovovani cild a usilovné praci
na jejich dosahovani; na tom neni nic $patného.
Vyzyvam vas v8ak, abyste otevieli srdce a mysl
prilezitosti a pozehnani porozumét tomu, proc¢
tyto véci délame a jak Zijeme podle svého nabo-
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things and how we practice our religion.

A prime example of Christ-centered tradi-
tions is the challenge President Dallin H. Oaks
extended to all of us in the name of the First
Presidency. President Oaks said: “As we enter
this new year, let us prepare for an Easter cele-
bration of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ. ...
No matter what others believe or do, we should
celebrate the Resurrection of our living Savior
by studying His teachings and helping to estab-
lish Easter traditions in our society as a whole,
especially within our own families”’As you can
see, it is not just an invitation to have traditions.
Instead, we use these traditions as a means to
learn more about the Savior and remember His
Resurrection.

The more we can connect the reason with
our love for the Savior, the more we will be able
to receive what we need or are seeking. President
Nelson said, “Whatever questions or problems
you have, the answer is always found in the life
and teachings of Jesus Christ” And then he
extended this invitation: “Learn more about His
Atonement, His love, His mercy, His doctrine,
and His restored gospel of healing and progres-
sion. Turn to Him! Follow Him!”

Ponder this in your hearts and minds: Do
you believe President Nelson’s invitation had the
intention of helping us prepare a checklist where
we will accumulate more knowledge and com-
plete tasks so we can check off his invitation from
our to-do lists? Or is he inviting us to consider
the aspects of these eternal truths and principles
as an opportunity to understand the “why” and
connect the Savior’s covenantal love for us with
our lifelong discipleship journey?

Let me illustrate the principle that I am
trying to convey. One option, which is probably
extreme, could be to read all the messages from
general conference all at once; then, when I am
done, I will check this invitation from my to-do
list without doing anything else with what I read.
I understand this is an extreme case, but it is not
unreal. Probably, many are at some point be-
tween this and the ideal.

The invitation is to study and ponder the
messages from the general conference and use
them to determine and understand what we each
can do to improve.

When we accept the invitation, under-
standing the “why” behind it, we will have more
opportunities to become closer to the Savior. We
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zenstvi.

Ukazkovym ptikladem tradic zaméfenych na
Krista je vyzva, kterou ndm véem jménem Prv-
niho predsednictva predal president Dallin H.
Oaks. Rekl: ,,S poc¢atkem tohoto nového roku se
pfipravujme na velikono¢ni oslavy smirné obéti
Jezise Krista. ... Bez ohledu na to, ¢emu véri
nebo co délaji ostatni, my bychom méli oslavovat
VzkiiSeni naseho Zijiciho Spasitele studiem Jeho
uceni a tim, Ze budeme pomahat zakladat veliko-
noc¢ni tradice ve spolecnosti jako celku, zejména
pak ve své vlastni rodiné.“Je zfejmé, Ze to neni
jen vyzva k tomu, abychom dodrzovali tradice.
Naopak, tyto tradice slouzi k tomu, abychom se
dozvédéli vice o Spasiteli a pfipomnéli si Jeho
Vzkfiseni.

Cim vice dokdZeme tento dtivod propojit s
nasi laskou ke Spasiteli, tim vice budeme schopni
ziskat to, co potfebujeme nebo o co usilujeme.
President Nelson fekl: ,,At jiz mate jakékoli otdz-
ky ¢i problémy, odpovéd se vzdy nachazi v zivoté
a uceni JeziSe Krista.“ A poté nam dal tuto vyzvu:
»Poznavejte vice Jeho Usmifeni, Jeho lasku, Jeho
milosrdenstvi, Jeho nauku a Jeho znovuztizené
evangelium naplnéné uzdravenim a pokrokem.
Obracejte se k Nému! Nasledujte Ho!*

Premitejte v srdci a mysli o tomto: Véfite, Ze
zamérem vyzvy presidenta Nelsona bylo pomoci
nam pripravit si kontrolni seznam, v ramci néjz
budeme shromazdovat vice znalosti a plnit ukoly,
abychom si mohli jeho vyzvu odskrtnout ze
svého seznamu ukol? Nebo nas vybizi, abychom
aspekty téchto vécnych pravd a zasad vnimali
jako prilezitost porozumét, pro¢ to délame, a
propojit smluvni lasku, kterou k nam Spasitel
chova, se svou celozivotni cestou ucednictvi?

Dovolte mi objasnit zasadu, kterou se snazim
predat. Jednou moznosti, ktera je nejspis ex-
trémni, by mohlo byt to, Ze si najednou prectu
vSechna poselstvi z generalni konference, a az je
doctu, odskrtnu si tuto vyzvu ze svého seznamu
ukold, aniz bych s tim, co jsem cetl, cokoli udélal.
Vim, Ze je to extrémni priklad, ale neni nerealny.
Mnozi se pravdépodobné nachazeji nékde mezi
takovymto nastavenim a idealem.

Jsme vyzyvani, abychom studovali poselstvi z
generalni konference, premitali o nich a snazili se
pomoci nich zjistit a pochopit, co muze kazdy z
nas délat pro to, aby se zlepsoval.

Kdy?z tuto vyzvu prijmeme a pochopime jeji
ucel, naskytne se nam vice prilezitosti k tomu,
abychom tésnéji prilnuli ke Spasiteli. Za¢neme
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will begin to understand that because I love the
Savior, I want to learn more about Him by study-
ing the words of the living prophets. And because
I love my fellow man, I will share the teachings
of prophets, seers, and revelators with others,
starting with my loved ones.

In both examples, you are doing a righteous
thing. In one, the goal seems to be using the
means that Heavenly Father and the Savior have
given us, which are the messages shared during
general conference. The second version embraces
the profound blessing of gaining insight into the
underlying reasons, offering a pathway to under-
stand eternal truth and the blessings promised to
all who make the teachings and life of our Savior,
Jesus Christ, the focal point of their lives.

Dear brothers and sisters, I hope you can feel
and see the importance of connecting our actions
with our love for the Savior. In a globalized
world, many voices will try to influence you and,
if possible, lead you to believe that some fun-
damental truths of the restored gospel of Jesus
Christ are unnecessary. These voices start with
the essential truth of the need for a restoration
in these the last days, including the necessity of
having God’s kingdom on earth, represented by
the restored Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints.

You may hear voices insisting that only a
personal relationship or understanding with
the Savior is sufficient and that religion or the
restored Church is unnecessary or nonessential.

I invite you to be slow to consider or even be
immune to being influenced by these misleading
ideas and to be quicker to remember what the
Savior has been telling and teaching us since an-
cient times—beginning with the love of Heavenly
Father and Jesus Christ for us and connecting
our love for Them as the reason to follow Them.

God the Father and His Son came and
spoke with Joseph Smith to restore Jesus Christ’s
Church and to initiate the dispensation of the
tulness of times, His kingdom on earth. There-
fore, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints is the means established by Heavenly Fa-
ther to access covenants that enable us to return
home. Thus, we need more than just a personal
relationship with Heavenly Father and His Son;
we require essential priesthood ordinances
through which we make covenants with Them.
This provides a covenantal connection with
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chapat, Ze jelikoz Ho mame radi, chceme se o
Ném dozvédét vice prostiednictvim studia slov
zijicich proroku. A jelikoz mame radi své blizni,
budeme se o uceni proroki, vidoucich a zjevova-
teli délit s druhymi, poc¢inaje svymi nejbliz§imi.

V obou ptipadech délate spravedlivou véc. V
tom prvnim se zd4, Ze cilem je pouzit prostredky,
které nam Nebesky Otec a Spasitel dali - tedy po-
selstvi, ktera zaznéla béhem generalni konferen-
ce. V tom druhém na nas ¢eka hluboké pozeh-
nani, které spociva v tom, ze zaéneme rozumeét
skrytym divodiim, a nabizi cestu k pochopeni
vécné pravdy a pozehnani slibenych véem tém,
kteti ueni a zivot naseho Spasitele Jezise Krista
ucini ustfednim bodem svého zivota.

Drazi bratii a sestry, doufam, Ze pocitujete a
vidite, jak je dtlezité, abychom propojovali své
skutky s laskou ke Spasiteli. V globalizovaném
svété se vas bude mnoho hlast pokouset ovlivnit,
a bude-li to mozné, svést vas k presvédcent, ze
nékteré zakladni pravdy znovuziizeného evan-
gelia Jezise Krista jsou nepodstatné. Tyto hlasy
zacinaji se zakladni pravdou o potrebé znovuzii-
zeni v téchto poslednich dnech, v¢etné toho, ze je
nezbytné, aby na zemi bylo kralovstvi Bozi, které
predstavuje znovuziizena Cirkev Jezise Krista
Svatych poslednich dnd.

Mozna slysite hlasy, které tvrdi, Ze jen staci
mit osobni vztah se Spasitelem, rozumét si s
Nim a Ze nabozenstvi nebo znovuziizena Cirkev
jsou zbyte¢né ¢i nedilezité. Vyzyvam vas, abyste
témto klamnym myslenkam prili§ nevénovali
pozornost, nebo abyste dokonce byli viici jejich
vlivu imunni, a abyste si spiSe vzpomnéli na to,
co nam jiz od davnych dob Spasitel fika a cemu
nas uci - pocinaje laskou, kterou k nam chova
Nebesky Otec a Jezi$ Kristus, a tim, ze nase laska
k Nim by méla byt hlavnim dtivodem, pro¢ Je
nasledujeme.

Biih Otec a Jeho Syn prisli za Josephem
Smithem a mluvili s nim proto, aby znovuztidili
Cirkev Jezise Krista a zah4jili dispensaci plnosti
¢astl — Jeho kralovstvi na zemi. Cirkev Jezise
Krista Svatych poslednich dni je tedy prostred-
kem, ktery Nebesky Otec ustanovil, abychom
ziskali pristup ke smlouvam, které nam umoznuji
vratit se domi. A tak potfebujeme vic nez jen
osobni vztah s Nebeskym Otcem a Jeho Synem;
potiebujeme nezbytné knézské obrady, jejichz
prostfednictvim s Nimi uzavirame smlouvy. To
nam poskytuje smluvni spojeni s Nimi a zarucuje
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Them and grants us access to Their covenantal
love, making it possible to attain the highest
kingdom of glory prepared for all those who are
true and faithful to their covenants.

With all the energy of my soul, I bear witness
to the reality and divinity of our Savior, Jesus
Christ. He loves you. He knows what is happen-
ing in your life. His arms are wide open, extend-
ing the invitation “Come unto me, ... and I will
give you rest.”

I love the Savior, and my love for Him is my
“why” In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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nam to pristup k Jejich smluvni lasce, diky cemuz
muzeme dosahnout nejvyssiho kralovstvi slavy,
které je pfipraveno pro vsechny ty, ktefi vérné a
uprimné dodrzuji své smlouvy.

Z celé sily své dude vydavam svédectvi o
bozskosti naseho Spasitele Jezise Krista a o tom,
ze skute¢né zije. Miluje vas. Vi, co se ve vasem
zivoté déje. Jeho ndruc je dosiroka rozeviena a
zve nas: ,,Pojdtez ke mn¢, ... a ja vam odpocinuti
dam.”

Miluji Spasitele a divodem mého jednani je
ma laska k Nému. Ve jménu Jezise Krista, amen.
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