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As we turn to Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world,
He rescues us from the storms of life through His
Atonement.

The Atonement of Jesus Christ provides the
ultimate rescue from the trials we face in this
life. President Russell M. Nelson assigned me to
dedicate the Casper Wyoming Temple late last
year.It was a profound, emotional, and spiritual
experience. It brought into clear focus the role
temples play in rescuing God’s children through
the Savior’s Atonement.

The stakes in the Casper Wyoming Temple
District include a portion of the overland trail
used by Latter-day Saint pioneers between 1847
and 1868. In preparation for the temple dedi-
cation, I reread some of the history of the trail
along the Platte River near Casper and continu-
ing to Salt Lake City. The trail had been a thor-
oughfare for hundreds of thousands of western
emigrants. My primary emphasis was the more
than 60,000 Latter-day Saint pioneers who trav-
eled the trail.

Most of our pioneers came by wagon, but
about 3,000 crossed in 10 handcart companies.
Eight of these handcart companies made the
monumental trek with remarkable success and
few deaths. The Willie and Martin handcart com-
panies of 1856 were the exception.

I reviewed the accounts of the Willie and
Martin handcart companies from the time
the terrible weather conditions commenced. I
became intimately aware of the challenges they
faced at the crossing of the Sweetwater River,
Martins Cove, Rocky Ridge, and Rock Creek
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Kdyz se obratime k Jezisi Kristu, Spasiteli svéta,
On nds prostrednictvim svého Usmiteni zachrani
z boutt Zivota.

Usmifenti Jezi$e Krista nam poskytuje
nejspolehlivéjsi zachranu ze zkousek, kterym
v tomto zivoté ¢elime. Koncem lonského roku
mé president Russell M. Nelson povéril, abych
zasvétil chram Casper ve Wyomingu.Byl to hlu-
boky emocionalni a duchovni zazitek. Pfinesl mi
hlubsi porozuméni tomu, jakou roli hraji chramy
pri zachrané Bozich déti prostfednictvim Spasi-
telova Usmifeni.

Na uzemi kil v chramovém okrsku chramu
Casper se nachazi ¢ast cesty po sousi, kterou v
letech 1847 az 1868 vyuzivali pionyti Svatych po-
slednich dnti. Pti ptipravé na zasvéceni chramu
jsem si znovu procetl néco z historie této cesty,
kterd vede podél feky Platte pobliz Casperu a po-
kracuje do Salt Lake City. Po této cesté prochaze-
ly timto tzemim statisice vystéhovalcii putujicich
na zapad. Zaméfil jsem se predevsim na vice nez
60 000 pionyrt z fad Svatych poslednich dnf,
ktef1 tudy projizdéli.

Vétsina nasich pionyru piijela v krytych
vozech, ale priblizné 3 000 jich prislo v deseti
vypravach s ru¢nimi voziky. Osm z téchto vyprav
zvladlo tuto nesmirné namdhavou cestu s pozo-
ruhodnym uspéchem a pouze s malym poctem
umrti. Vyjimkou byly vypravy Willieho a Marti-
na z roku 1856.

Prochazel jsem si zpravy o Willieové a Mar-
tinové vypravé s ru¢nimi voziky od doby, kdy
zacalo extrémné $patné pocasi. Podrobné jsem se
seznamil s tézkostmi, kterym Svati celili, kdyz se
brodili pres feku Sweetwater a prochazeli ob-
lastmi Martin’s Cove, Rocky Ridge a Rock Creek
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Hollow.
Between Storms, by Albin Veselka

I had not been inside the Casper Temple
prior to the dedication. When I entered the
foyer, my attention was immediately drawn to an
original handcart painting titledBetween Storms.
The painting was clearly not intended to depict
the tragedies that had occurred. As I gazed at
it, I thought, “This painting is correct; the vast
majority of handcart pioneers did not experience
tragedies.” I could not help feeling that this is like
life in general. Sometimes we are between storms
and sometimes between clouds and sunshine.

Heaven’s Portal, by Jim Wilcox

When I turned to the original painting on
the other wall, titledHeaven’s Portal,I realized
that this beautiful summer painting of what was
called “Devil’s Gate,” with the calm and clear
Sweetwater River flowing through it, presented
the beauty of the Lord’s creation, not just the
challenges the pioneers faced in that horrible
winter season.

Then I looked forward, behind the recom-
mend desk, and saw a beautiful painting of the
Savior.This immediately invoked overwhelming
feelings of gratitude. In a world of great beau-
ty, there are also enormous challenges. As we
turn to Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, He
rescues us from the storms of life through His
Atonement in accordance with the Father’s plan.

For me, the foyer was a perfect preparation
for the temple ordinance rooms that allow us
to receive the ordinances of exaltation, to make
sacred covenants, and to fully accept and experi-
ence the blessings of the Savior’s Atonement. The
Father’s plan of happiness is based on the Savior’s
atoning rescue.

The pioneer experience provides Latter-day
Saints with a unique historical tradition and a
powerful collective spiritual legacy. For some,
the migration had been years in the making
after being forcefully driven from both Missouri
and Nauvoo. For others, it began after President
Brigham Young announced the handcart plan,
which was intended to make emigration more
affordable. The handcarts cost much less than
wagons and oxen.

A missionary in England, Millen Atwood,
said that when the handcart plan was announced,
“it ran like fire in dry stubble, and the hearts
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Hollow.

Between Storms [Mezi boufemi], Albin
Veselka

V chramu Casper jsem pred jeho zasvécenim
nikdy nebyl. Kdyz jsem vkrocil do vstupni haly,
mou pozornost okamzité upoutal original obrazu
s ru¢nimi voziky s ndzvemBetween Storms [Mezi
bouremi].Je zfejmé, ze tento obraz nebyl namalo-
van se zamérem zachytit tragédie, k nimz docha-
zelo. Kdyz jsem se na néj dival, pomyslel jsem si:
»lento obraz je spravny; velka vétsina pionyrt s
ru¢nimi voziky tragédie nezazila.“ Nemohl jsem
se ubranit pocitu, ze je to jako se zivotem obecné.
Nékdy se nachazime mezi boufemi a jindy mezi
mraky a slunecnim svitem.

Heaven’s Portal [Nebeskd brana], Jim Wilcox

Kdyz jsem se podival na original obrazu s
nazvemHeaven’s Portal [Nebeska brana]na dalsi
sténé, uvédomil jsem si, Ze toto nadherné letni
vyobrazeni toho, ¢emu se f1ké ,,Dablova brdna“ a
klidné a prizracné reky Sweetwater predstavuje
krasu toho, co Pan stvoril, a nikoli pouze tézkosti,
kterym pionyfi Celili v onom straslivém zimnim
obdobi.

Pak jsem se podival dopredu za pult, kde se
kontroluji doporuceni, a uvidél jsem nadherny
obraz Spasitele.To ve mné okamzité vyvolalo
nesmirny pocit vdé¢nosti. Ve svété mnoha kras
existuji také obrovské tézkosti. Kdyz se obratime
k Jezisi Kristu, Spasiteli svéta, On nas prostted-
nictvim svého Usmifeni a v souladu s Otcovym
planem zachrani z boufi Zivota.

Vstupni hala byla podle mé dokonalou
ptipravou na vstup do obradnich mistnosti
chramu, které nam umoznuji ptijimat obrady
tykajici se oslaveni, uzavirat posvatné smlouvy a
plné prijimat a zakouset pozehnani plynouci ze
Spasitelova Usmifeni. Otctiv plan stésti je zalozen
na Spasitelové smirné zachrané.

Zku$enost pionyrti poskytuje Svatym posled-
nich dni jedine¢nou historickou tradici a mocny
kolektivni duchovni odkaz. Nektefi se na stého-
vani pripravovali nékolik let, poté co byli nasilné
vyhnani z Missouri i z Nauvoo. Pro jiné zapocaly
pripravy poté, co president Brigham Young ozna-
mil plan zahrnujici ru¢ni voziky, jehoz cilem bylo
umoznit cestu vétsi skupiné lidi. Ru¢ni voziky
staly mnohem méné nez vozy a voli.

Millen Atwood, misionar slouzici v Ang-
lii, po oznamenti planu s ru¢nimi voziky fekl:

»Zprava se §ifila rychlosti blesku a srdce chudych

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Cook-April 2025-English/Czech

of the poor Saints leapt with joy and gladness.”
Many had “prayed and fasted day after day, and
night after night, that they might have the privi-
lege of uniting with their brethren and sisters in
[the] mountains”

Most of the handcart Saints experienced
hardship but avoided major adverse events. But
two handcart companies, the Willie company
and the Martin company, experienced starvation,
exposure to freezing weather, and many deaths.

Most of these travelers sailed from Liverpool,
England, in May of 1856 aboard two ships.They
arrived at the handcart outfitting site in Iowa City
in June and July.Despite warnings, both compa-
nies departed for the Salt Lake Valley toolatein
the season.

President Brigham Young first became aware
of the perilous situation of these companies on
October 4, 1856. The next day he stood before
the Saints in Salt Lake City and said, “Many of
our brethren and sisters are on the plains with
handcarts, ... and they must be brought here;
we must send assistance to them ... before the
winter sets in””

He asked the bishops to provide 60 mule
teams, 12 or more wagons, and 12 tons (10,886
kg) of flour and proclaimed, “Go and bring in
those people now on the plains.”

The combined number of pioneers in the
Willie and Martin handcart companies was
approximately 1,100. Some 200 of these precious
Saints died along the trail. Without the timely
rescue, many more would have perished.

The winter storms began nearly two weeks
after the first rescuers left Salt Lake City. The
accounts of members of the Willie and Martin
companies describe devastating challenges after
the storms began. These accounts also depict the
great joy when the rescuers arrived.

Describing the arrival scene, Mary Hurren
said: “Tears streamed down the cheeks of the
men, and the children danced for joy. As soon as
the people could control their feelings, they all
knelt down in the snow and gave thanks to God.”

Two days later, the Willie company had to
travel the most difficult part of the trail, going
over Rocky Ridge, in a freezing storm. The last
of them didn’t reach camp until 5:00 the next
morning. Thirteen people died and were buried
in a common grave.

Page 3 — Not an official publication

Svatych poskocilo radosti a veselim.“ Mnozi se
»modlili a postili den za dnem a noc za noci, aby
mohli mit vysadu pfipojit se ke svym bratfim a
sestram v horach®.

Vétsina Svatych s ru¢nimi voziky zakusila
tézkosti, ale vyhnula se hlavhim nepfiznivym
udalostem. Avsak dvé vypravy s ru¢nimi voziky,
Willieova a Martinova, zazily hladovéni, byly
vystaveny mrazivému pocasi a mnoho jejich
ucastnikt zemfelo.

Vétsina téchto cestujicich vyplula z Liver-
poolu v Anglii v kvétnu 1856 na dvou lodich.Na
misto v Iowa City, kde se vystéhovalci vybavovali
ru¢nimi voziky na cestu, dorazili v ¢ervnu a cer-
venci.Navzdory varovanim vyrazily obé vypravy
do udoli Solného jezera vzhledem k ro¢nimu
obdobi prilispozdé.

President Brigham Young se o nebezpecné
situaci téchto vyprav dozvédél poprvé 4. fijna
1856. Druhy den predstoupil pred Svaté v Salt
Lake City a fekl: ,,Mnoho nasich bratii a sester
s ru¢nimi voziky je na planich, ... a museji byt
pfivedeni sem; musime jim poslat pomoc, ... nez
nastane zima.“

Pozadal biskupy, aby zajistili 60 sprezeni
mul, 12 nebo vice krytych vozii a 11 tun mouky,
a fekl: ,Jdéte a privedte ty lidi, ktefi jsou nyni na
planich.”

Willieovy a Martinovy vypravy s ru¢nimi
voziky se ztcastnilo dohromady asi 1 100 piony-
rt. Priblizné 200 téchto drahocennych Svatych
cestou zemielo.Bez oné v¢asné zachrany by jich
zahynulo mnohem vice.

Zimni boufe zacaly témér dva tydny poté,
co ze Salt Lake City vyrazili prvni zachranci.
Zaznamy c¢lentt Willieovy a Martinovy vypravy
popisuji znicujici tézkosti, které po prichodu
boufi nastaly. Tyto zaznamy také popisuji velikou
radost, kdyz k vypravam dorazili zachranci.

Mary Hurrenova popsala scénu jejich
ptichodu takto: ,,Po tvarich muza stékaly slzy
a déti tancily radosti. Jakmile byli lidé schopni
ovladnout své pocity, vsichni poklekli ve snéhu a
vzdali diky Bohu.”

O dva dny pozdéji se musela Willieova
vyprava vydat na nejobtiznéjsi ¢ast cesty pres
horsky hieben Rocky Ridge v mrazivé boufi.
Posledni z jejich ¢lenti dorazili do taboraaz v 5
hodin rano druhého dne. Tfinact lidi zemfelo a
bylo pohibeno do spole¢ného hrobu.
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On November 7, the Willie company was
nearing the Salt Lake Valley, but that morning
there were still three deaths.Two days later, the
Willie company finally reached Salt Lake, where
they had a marvelous greeting and were wel-
comed into the homes of the Saints.

That same day, the Martin company was still
325 miles (523 km) back on the trail, continuing
to suffer from cold and inadequate food. A few
days earlier, they had crossed the Sweetwater
River to reach what is now called Martin’s Cove,
where they hoped to find protection from the
elements. One of the pioneers said, “It was the
worst river crossing of the expedition.”Some of
the rescuers—like my great-grandfather David
Patten Kimball, who was just 17 years old, along
with his young friends “George W. Grant, Allen
Huntington, Stephen Taylor, and Ira Nebeker—
spent hours in the frigid water,” heroically help-
ing the company make the Sweetwater crossing.

While this event has received much atten-
tion, as I learned more about the rescuers, I real-
ized that all of them were following the prophet
and played critical roles in saving the stranded
Saints. All the rescuers were heroic, as were the
emigrants.

Studying their story, I appreciated the pre-
cious relationships and the long-term eternal
vision among the emigrants. John and Maria Lin-
ford and their three sons were members of the
Willie company. John died hours before the first
rescuers arrived. He had told Maria that he was
glad they had made the journey. “I shall not live
to reach Salt Lake,” he said, “but you and the boys
will, and I do not regret all we have gone through
if our boys can grow up and raise their families
in Zion?”

President James E. Faust provided this
marvelous summary: “In the heroic effort of the
handcart pioneers, we learn a great truth. All
must pass through a refiner’s fire, and the insig-
nificant and unimportant in our lives can melt
away like dross and make our faith bright, intact,
and strong. There seems to be a full measure of
anguish, sorrow, and often heartbreak for every-
one, including those who earnestly seek to do
right and be faithful. Yet this is part of the purg-
ing to become acquainted with God”

In His eternity-shaping Atonement and
Resurrection, the Savior broke “the bands of
death, having gained the victory over death” for
everyone.For those who have repented of sins,
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7. listopadu se Willieova vyprava blizila k
udoli Solného jezera, ale toho rana zemfeli dalsi
tri lidé.O dva dny pozdéji Willieova vyprava
konec¢né dorazila k Solnému jezeru, kde se jim
dostalo nadherného privitani a Svati je prijali do
svych domovt.

Téhoz dne byla Martinova vyprava stale jesté
na cesté, 523 kilometrii daleko, a nadale trpéla
zimou a nedostatkem jidla. O nékolik dni dfive
prebrodila feku Sweetwater, aby dorazila k mistu,
které se dnes nazyva Martin’s Cove, kde doufala,
ze nalezne utocisté pred prirodnimi zivly. Jeden
z pionyrt fekl: ,,Byl to ten nejhorsi prechod pres
feku z celé vypravy.“Néktefi zachranci - jako
napiiklad muj pradédecek David Patten Kimball,
kterému bylo pouhych 17 let, a jeho mladi pratelé
»George W. Grant, Allen Huntington, Stephen
Taylor a Ira Nebeker - stravili hodiny v ledové
vodé® a hrdinné pomahali vypravé feku Sweet-
water prebrodit.

Ackoli se této udalosti dostalo zna¢né po-
zornosti, tak kdyz jsem se o téchto zachrancich
dozvidal vice, uvédomil jsem si, ze vSichni na-
sledovali proroka a sehrali pfi zachrané uvazlych
Svatych rozhodujici roli. V8ichni zachranci se
chovali hrdinné, stejné jako oni vystéhovalci.

P1i studiu pribéht téchto vystéhovalcti jsem
pocitil vdé¢nost za vzacné vztahy a dlouhodobou
vizi véénosti, kterou méli. John a Maria Lin-
fordovi a jejich tfi synové byli cleny Willieovy
vypravy. John zemfel nékolik hodin predtim, nez
dorazili prvni zachrénci. Rekl Marii, Ze je rad, ze
se na cestu vydali. ,,Pfichodu k Solnému jezeru se
nedoziji,“ fekl, ,,ale ty a chlapci ano, a ja nelitu-
ji niceho, ¢im jsme prosli, jestlize nasi chlapci
budou moci vyrustat a vychovavat svou rodinu v
Sionu.”

President James E. Faust poskytl toto tzas-
né shrnuti: ,,Diky hrdinskému usili pionyri s
ru¢nimi voziky se u¢ime veliké pravde. Vsichni
musi projit tavicovym ohném, a to bezvyznamné
a nedulezité v nasem zivoté se muze roztavit jako
struska a ucinit nasi viru jasnou, neporusenou a
silnou. Zd4 se, Ze plna mira uzkosti, bolesti a ¢as-
to hlubokého Zzalu existuje pro kazdého, véetné
téch, ktefi se upfimné snazi ¢init to, co je sprav-
né, a snazi se byt vérnymi. Pfesto je toto soucasti
ocisténi nutného k poznani Boha.“

Spasitel diky svému Usmifeni a VzkiiSeni, jez
maji vliv na vé¢nost, zlomil ,,pouta smrti, ziskav
vitézstvi nad smrti“ pro vSechny.Pro ty, ktefi ¢ini
pokani ze svych hficht, na sebe vzal ,,nepravost
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He has “taken upon himself their iniquity and
their transgressions, having redeemed them, and
satisfied the demands of justice”

Without the Atonement, we cannot save
ourselves from sin and death.While sin can play
a significant role in our trials, life’s adversities
are compounded by mistakes, bad decisions, evil
actions by others, and many things outside of our
control.

Preach My Gospelteaches: “As we rely on
Jesus Christ and His Atonement, He can help us
endure our trials, sicknesses, and pain. We can be
filled with joy, peace, and consolation. All that is
unfair about life can be made right through the
Atonement of Jesus Christ.”

During this Easter season, our focus is on
the Savior and His atoning sacrifice. The Atone-
ment provides hope and light at a time that for
many seems dark and dreary. President Gordon
B. Hinckley declared, “When all of history is ex-
amined, ... [there is] nothing ... so wonderful, so
majestic, so tremendous as this act of grace”

I share three recommendations which I think
are particularly relevant for our day.

First, do not underestimate the importance
of doing what we can to rescue others from phys-
ical and especially spiritual challenges.

Second, gratefully accept the Savior’s Atone-
ment. We all should strive to exhibit joy and hap-
piness even as we face the challenges of life. Our
goal should be to live optimistically on the sunny
side of the street. I have observed my precious
companion, Mary, do this her entire life. I have
appreciated her sparkling, uplifting approach
even as we have faced problems throughout the
years.

My third counsel is to set aside consis-
tent time to faithfully contemplate the Savior’s
Atonement. There are many ways to do this in
our personal religious observance. However, at-
tending sacrament meeting and partaking of the
sacrament are especially significant.

Equally important is regular attendance in
a temple where possible. The temple provides a
continuing remembrance of the Savior’s Atone-
ment and what it overcomes. And, even more im-
portant, temple attendance allows us to provide a
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jejich a prestupky jejich, vykoupiv je a uspokojiv
pozadavky spravedlnosti®.

Bez Usmifeni se nemtizeme sami spasit od
hrichu a smrti.Zatimco hfich mtize hrat v nasich
zkouskach vyznamnou roli, protivenstvi jsou
v naSem Zivot¢ umocnéna chybami, §patnymi
rozhodnutimi, zlymi skutky druhych a mnoha
dalsimi skute¢nostmi, které nemutiZeme ovlivnit.

PriruckaKazte evangelium méuci: ,Kdyz se
spoléhdame na JeziSe Krista a na Usmireni, které
vykonal, miize nam [Kristus] pomoci prestat
nase zkousky, nemoci a bolest. Mizeme byt
naplnéni radosti, pokojem a tutéchou. Vse, co je
v zivoté nespravedlivé, muze byt prostfednictvim
Usmifeni Jezi$e Krista dano do poradku.®

Béhem tohoto velikono¢niho obdobi se
zaméfujeme na Spasitele a Jeho smirnou obét.
Usmifeni poskytuje nadéji a svétlo v dobé, ktera
se mnohym zdd temna a bezuté$nd. President
Gordon B. Hinckley prohlasil: ,,Kdyz prozkou-
mame celou historii, ... [neni nic] tak... nadher-
né, tak vznesené, tak nesmirné jako tento skutek
milosti.”

Podélim se s vami o tfi doporuceni, ktera
jsou podle mého nazoru pro nasi dobu obzvlasté
dalezita.

Zaprvé — nepodcenujte, jak dilezité je délat
vse, co je v nasich silach, abychom zachranili
druhé pred fyzickymi, a pfedevsim duchovnimi
tézkostmi.

Zadruhé - s vdécnosti ptijimejte Spasitelovo
Usmifeni. VSichni se mame snazit projevovat
radost a spokojenost, i kdyz celime tézkostem
zivota. Nasim cilem ma byt zit optimisticky na
slunné strané ulice. Pozoruji svou drahou spolec-
nici Mary, jak toto déld cely svij zivot. Vazim si
jejiho jiskrného, povznasejiciho pristupu, a to i
tehdy, kdyz jsme v prtibéhu let celili problémum.

Mou tfeti radou je to, abychom si pravidelné
vyhrazovali ¢as na to, abychom s virou premitali
o Spasitelové Usmireni. Existuje mnoho zptso-
b, jak to mizeme v ramci osobniho dodrzovani
nabozenskych zasad délat. Zvlaste dulezita je
v8ak ucast na shromazdénich svatosti a pfijimani
svatosti.

Neméné dilezitd je pravidelna navstéva chra-
mu, je-li to mozné. Chram nam poskytuje trva-
lou pripominku Spasitelova Usmifeni a toho, co

vvvvv

nav$tévovani chramu nam umoznuje poskytovat
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spiritual rescue for our deceased loved ones and
more distant ancestors.

President Russell M. Nelson, at our last con-
ference, emphasized this principle and added,
“[Temple] blessings ... help to prepare a people
who will help prepare the world for the Second
Coming of the Lord!”

We must never forget the sacrifices and
examples of prior generations, but our adulation,
appreciation, and worship should be centered on
the Savior of the world and His atoning sacrifice.
I testify that the key to the Father’s plan of happi-
ness is the Atonement wrought by our Savior, Je-
sus Christ. He lives and guides His Church. The
Atonement of Jesus Christ provides the ultimate
rescue from the trials we face in this life. In the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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duchovni zachranu nasim zemfelym blizkym i
vzdalenéj$im predkdm.

President Russell M. Nelson na nasi posledni
konferenci tuto zasadu zditiraznil a dodal: ,,Po-
zehnani [chramul]... pomahaji pfipravovat lid,
ktery bude pomahat pripravovat svét na Druhy
prichod Pané!*

Nikdy nesmime zapomenout na obéti a
priklady predchozich generaci, ale nas obdiv,
vdécnost a uctivani se maji zamérovat na Spasi-
tele svéta a Jeho smirnou obét. Svédéim o tom, ze
klicem k Otcovu planu stésti je Usmifeni, které
uskutecnil na§ Spasitel Jezi$ Kristus. On Zije a
vede svou Cirkev. Usmireni JeZise Krista nim
poskytuje nejspolehlivéjsi zachranu ze zkousek,
kterym v tomto Zivoté ¢elime. Ve jménu Jezide
Krista, amen.
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