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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”

Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,
my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
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Svédcim o tom, Ze nemluviata, déti a mladi do-
spivajici jsou vyjevy kralovstvi BozZiho, jez na zemi
vzkvéta v celé své sile a krase.

Jezi$ zahajil posledni rok svého Zivota ve
smrtelnosti tim, Ze zintenzivnil pfipravu svych
apostolt. Pokud Ho Jeho poselstvi a Jeho Cirkev
mély prezit, bylo zapotiebi toho do srdce dvanac-
ti velmi obyc¢ejnych muzu, ktefi Ho znali stézi 24
mésict, zasadit jesté vice.

Jednoho dne byl Jezi§ svédkem toho, jak se
téchto Dvandct u¢edniki dohadovalo, a pozdéji
se jich zeptal: ,,Co jste... mezi sebou rozjima-
1i?“Byli o¢ividné v rozpacich, a tak mlceli,jak
se piSe v pismech. Avsak tento nejvétsi ze vSech
ucitelti vytusil myslenky jejich srdcea rozpoznal
prvni vykvét osobni pychy. A tak, ,,zavolav [malé
dité], ...

fekl: Amen pravim vam: Neobratite-li se a
nebudete-li jako [malé déti], nikoli nevejdete do
kralovstvi nebeského.

Protoz kdoz by se koli ponizil jako [malé
dité] toto, tent jest nejvétsi v kralovstvi nebes-
kém.“

Stoji za zminku, Ze tato hlubokomyslna
poznambka tykajici se pokory ditéte se objevila
dokonce jesté pred Kristovym narozenim v po-
slednim kazani krale Beniamina. V ném ¢teme:
»Prirozeny clovek je nepfitelem Boha... a bude
na veky véki, ledaze... [se stane] svatym skrze
usmifeni Krista Pana a stane se jako dité, pod-
dajnym, ... pokornym, ... plnym lasky, ... stejné
jako [dité reaguje na otce svého].“

Existuji samozrejmeé urcité détinské sklony,
kterénepodporujeme. Pred pétadvaceti lety mij
tehdy trilety vnuk kousl do ruky svou pétiletou
sestru. MUj zet, ktery onoho vecera déti hlidal, na
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for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We
quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
admire Him, but we don’t worship Him.”

How different life could be if the world es-
teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.

But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.
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svou dceru hore¢né vychrlil véechna mozna po-
nauceni o tom, jak mame odpoustét, ktera ho jen
napadla, a nakonec dodal, Ze jeji bratfic¢ek nejspis
ani nevi, jaké to je, kdyz nékdo nékoho kousne
do ruky. Tato kratkozraka otcovska poznamka
fungovala asi minutu, mozna minutu a pul, nez
se nasledné z détského pokoje ozval kiik, ktery
otrasal okny, nacez vnucka zvolala jakoby nic:
»led uz to vi!l“

Co tedy mame vidét ve ctnostech obdo-
bi, kdy v Zivoté hrajeme za juniorsky tym? Co
privedlo samotného Krista k slzam v té nejdo-
jemnéjsi scéné v celé Knize Mormonové? Cemu
Jezis ucil, kdyz ptivolal nebesky ohen a ochranné
andély, aby ony déti obklopili, a dospélym prika-
zal, aby pohlédli ,na malické své“?

Nevime, co k tomu vsemu vedlo, ale do-
mnivam se, zZe to souviselo s jejich ¢istotou a
nevinnosti, s jejich vrozenou pokorou a s tim,
co tomuzeprinést i do naseho zivota, pokud si to
uchovame.

Pro¢ kdosi oznacuje nase dny zoufalstvi jako
»marnost nad marnostmi“?Pro¢ slova ,marnivé
predstavy a pycha déti lidskych“charakterizuji
onu velikou a prostornou a tak duchovné mrt-
vou stavbu z Lehiova vidéni? A co Zoramité, ona
skupina lidi, ktera se modlila tak sobecky? O téch
Alma fekl: ,,O Boze, [modli se] k tobé dsty svymi,
a pfitom jsou naduti... pro marné véci svéta.”

Existuje naproti tomu snad néco krasnéjsiho,
¢istsiho nebo pokornéjsiho nez dité pti modlit-
bé? Je to, jako by v mistnosti bylo nebe. Btih a
Kristus jsou velmi skute¢ni, ale jinym mitize tento
prozitek pozdéji pripadat ponékud povrchni.

Jak pfed zhruba 60 lety citoval starsi Richard
L. Evans: ,,Mnozi z nas vyznavame, Ze jsme
krestané, a presto... [Krista] nebereme vazné.

... Respektujeme Ho, ale nenasledujeme Ho.
... Citujeme Jeho vyroky, ale nezijeme podle
nich.“,Obdivujeme Ho, ale neuctivame Ho.“

Jak odli$ny by mohl zivot byt, kdyby si svét
¢as od casu JeziSe vazil nad uroven pouhych
rouhavych nadavek!

Déti Ho ale maji opravdu rady a tato laska se
mize rozsifit i do jejich dal$ich vztaht na hristi
zivota. Je pravidlem, ze déti i v téch nejutlejsich
letech snadno miluji, ochotné odpoustéji a sméji
se tak rozkosné, ze diky tomu roztaje i to nej-
chladnéjsi a nejzatvrzelejsi srdce.
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Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
alone and unaided.

After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving
his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
al post by which he could climb to a standing
position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
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A tak bych mohl v tomto vyctu pokracovat.
Cistota? Diivéra? Odvaha? Charakter?

Pojdte se se mnou podivat na pokoru, kterou
pred Bohem projevil jeden chlapec, ktery je mym
velmi dobrym ptitelem.

5.ledna 2025, tedy pred 91 dny, bylo Eastonu
Darrinu Jolleymu pfedano Aronovo knézstvi a
byl vysvécen jahnem v Cirkvi Jezise Krista Sva-
tych poslednich dnd.

Easton touzil roznaset svatost vecere Pané
tak dlouho, kam az jeho pamét sahd. Pfi pred-
stavé této posvatné prilezitosti se mu vsak sviral
zaludek strachy, Ze se mu to nepodari, ze upadne,
ze si ho budou druzi dobirat nebo Ze ztrapni sebe
i svou rodinu.

Easton ma totiZ vzacnou a velmi zhoubnou
nemoc - Ullrichovu vrozenou svalovou dystrofii.
Ta postupné naplnila jeho mlady Zivot hrozivymi
obtizemi a zaroven otidsla jeho nadéjemi a sny
ohledné budoucnosti. Brzy bude Easton trvale
upoutdn na invalidni vozik. O tom, co ho ¢eka
poté, jeho rodina nemluvi.

V nedéli po svém vysvéceni mél Easton
poprvé roznaset svatost. A jeho skrytou osobni
motivaci bylo to, ze bude moci predstoupit pred
svého otce, ktery je biskupem onoho sboru, a tyto
posvatné symboly mu nabidnout. V pfipravé na
tento ukol Easton zadonil a prosil a plakal a za-
donil, aby si vyminil zaruku, Ze se mu nikdo,ni-
kdonebude pokouset pomoci. Z mnoha dtvodd,
znamych pouze jemu, to potfeboval zvladnout
sam a bez pomoci druhych.

Easton poté, co knéz nalamal a pozehnal
chléb - symbol predstavujici zlomené télo Kris-
tovo — kulhavé predstoupil se svym zlomenym
télem, aby se chopil podnosu. Z podlahy sbo-
rového domu vsak na vyvysené péddium vedly
tfi pomérné velké schody. A tak se Easton, kdyz
podnos dostal, natahl tak vysoko, jak jen mohl, a
podnos si odlozil na drevéné oblozeni. Pak se po-
sadil na jeden z vyssich schodti a obéma rukama
si vytahl pravou nohu na prvni schod. Pak si na
tentyz schod vytahl i levou nohu a tak pokraco-
val, dokud se namdahavé nedostal na vrchol svého
osobniho tfischodového Mount Everestu.

Pak se presunul k pilifi oblozeni, po kterém
se vytahl do vzpfimeného postoje. A zamifil
zpatky k podnosu. Po nékolika naslednych kro-
cich stanul pred biskupem, svym otcem, ktery se
se slzami v ocich a stékajicimi po tvari musel pre-
mahat, aby tohoto dokonale state¢ného a vérné-
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from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest-
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true
and bear witness of it in the name of the most
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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ho syna neobjal. A Easton, s tlevou a s $irokym
usmévem od ucha k uchu, by byval mohl klidné
fici: ,,Jat jsem oslavil [otce svého a] dilo jsem
vykonal, kteréz... mi dal, abych ¢inil.“

Vira, oddanost, ¢istota, dtivéra, Cest a na-
konec i laska k otci, kterého si tolik pral potésit.
Tyto a spousta dalsich vlastnosti vedou inask
tomu, abychom pronesli: ,,Kdoz by se koli ponizil
jako [malé dité toto], tent jest nejvétsi v kralov-
stvi nebeském.

Sestry a bratfi a pratelé, na prvnich mis-
tech seznamu téch nejkrasnéjsich vyjevt, které
znam, jsou nemluvnata, déti a mladi dospivajici,
ktefi jsou stejné svédomiti a drahocenni jako
ti, o nichZ jsem se dnes zminil. Svéd¢im o tom,
ze jsou to vyjevy kralovstvi Boziho, jez na zemi
vzkvéta v celé své sile a krase.

V tomtéZ duchu svédectvi svéd&im o tom, Ze
Joseph Smith ve svych mladych letech vidél, co
rekl, Ze vidél, a rozmlouval s témi, o nichz rekl,
ze s nimi rozmlouval. Svéd¢im o tom, Ze pokorny
a Cisty Russell M. Nelson je Bohem ustanoveny a
dary obdareny prorok a vidouci. Na zaklad¢ své
celozivotni ¢etby vydavam svédectvi o tom, Ze
Kniha Mormonova je tou nejpfinosnéjsi knihou,
kterou jsem kdy cetl, a Ze je zavérnym kame-
nem mého malého obydli v krélovstvi mnohych
pribytkt. Vydavam svédectvi o tom, ze knézstvia
modlitba mi navraceji Zivot — Kristovo knézstvi a
vase modlitby. Vim, Ze toto vSechno je pravda, a
vydavam o tom svédectvi ve jménu toho nej-
oddang¢jsiho a nejpokornéjsiho ze vsech Bozich
synil — Alfy i Omegy, velikého Ja Jsem, ukfizo-
vaného, vérného svédka- samotného Pana Jezie
Krista, amen.
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