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There is rejoicing in heaven over those who return.
It is not too late for you to come back.

We once lived in a home surrounded by ma-
jestic trees.Next to the entrance was a beautiful
willow tree. One sad night a mighty storm blew,
and the willow came crashing down. It lay on the
ground with its roots pulled out and was a sorry
sight.

I was ready to rev up the chainsaw and cut
the tree up for firewood when our neighbour
came running out to stop me. He chastised me
for giving up on the tree, and he emphatically
urged us not to get rid of it. He then pointed to
one root still in the ground and said that if we
propped the tree up, cut off its branches, and
nourished it, the roots would take hold once
again.

I was sceptical and doubted how a tree so
obviously fallen and in trouble could possibly
survive and come back to life. I reasoned that
even if it did begin growing again, it would surely
not survive the next storm. But knowing our
neighbour believed the tree still had a future, we
went along with the plan.

And the result? After some time, we saw
signs of life as the tree began to take root. Now,
12 years later, the tree is vibrant and full of life,
with strong roots, and once again contributing to
the beauty of the landscape.

While I meet Saints around the world, I am
reminded of this willow tree and how there is
hope even when all seems lost. Some once had
testimonies of the gospel that were strong and vi-
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Vma padocm 6 nebecama 3a oHe3u, KOUMOo ce
saspouam. Hukoza He e mewpoe kvcHo 0a ce
svpHeme.

Hskora xuBeexme B JOM, 3200MKOJIEH OT
Be/IM4eCTBeHM IbpBeTa. [lo BXogHaTa Bpara
MMallle KpacuBa Bbp6a. B efHa rmevanmHa Houy ce
paspasu cunHa O6yps u Bbpbara magHa ¢ TPbM U
TpACHK. JIexellle Ha 3eMATa C USTPBIHATU KOpe-
uu. T'h>KHa I1egKa.

Bsix roToB Jja 3amasnsA pesaykaTa 1 fia Ipe-
BbpHa BbpOaTa B [/bpBa 3a OIPeB, KOTaTO
CbCeIIbT HU JJOTHYA IIPU MeH, 3a fla Me cripe. Toii
Me YKOpM, 4e ce OTKa3BaM OT 'bPBOTO 1 KaTero-
PMYHO HACTOA fla He ro mpemMaxsame. Cref] ToBa
TII0Ka3a, 4e e[IVIH OT KOPEHNUTE BCe Olle € B 3eM-
Ta U Ka3a, 4e aKo MOAIIIPeM 'bPBOTO, OTPEXKeM
KJIOHUTE MY U IO TTOJXPaH!M, KOPEHITe OTHOBO
1€ ce 3aXBaHaT.

Bsx ckenTuyeH u ce ChbMHABAX, Y€ €JHO
I'bPBO, KOETO TOJIKOBA OYEBHU/IHO € TTaJIHa/IO U €
B KPUTUYHO ChCTOsIHNE, 1Ile MOXKe i oljeriee 1
7la ce ChXUBU. Mucrex cu, 4e opy U 1a 3aIl09He
OTHOBO JIa pacTe, CbC CUTYPHOCT HAMa Jia olieiee
npu cnepBamiara 6ypa. Obade, KaTo 3HaexXMe,

Je CbCe'bT HU BAPBa, Ye /bPBOTO BCe Ollle MMa
Obielte, ce ChITIACUXMe C IPeII0KeHNETO.

A pesynrarsr? Crefj U3BECTHO BpeMe
BUZIAXMe ITPU3HALM Ha KUBOT, KOTaTo IbpPBO-
TO 3aIl0YHa fla ce BKopeHsABa. Cera, 12 roguun
I0-K'bCHO, /BPBOTO € U3II'BIHEHO C XKMBOT, Ma
37IpaBU KOPEHU U OTHOBO JJOIIPMHACSA 3a Kpaco-
TaTa Ha Ilei3axa.

Koraro ce cperiam c¢bc cBeTUM IO CBETa,

CI CTIOMHSM 32 Ta3y BbpOa 1 KaK MMa HafleXXza
JIOpY KOTATO M3IIeX/[a, 4e BCUYKO € U3rybeHo.
Hsxou xopa B MMHA/IOTO Ca MMa/u CBUZIETEN-

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Palmer-April 2025-English/Bulgarian

brant like the willow. Then, for uniquely personal
reasons, those testimonies became weakened,
leading to a loss of faith. Others hang on with the
slimmest of roots tapping into gospel soil.

Yet again and again, I am inspired by the
stories of so many who have chosen to renew
their discipleship and come back to their Church
home. Rather than discarding their faith and
belief like worthless firewood, instead they have
responded to spiritual promptings and loving
invitations to return.

I attended a stake conference in Korea where
a returning member shared: “I thank the brothers
for their willingness to accept my lack of faith
and my weakness, for reaching out to me, and
for the members who are always so kind to me. I
still have a lot of friends around me who are less
active. It's funny, but they tell each other to go
back to the Church to get their faith back. I think
maybe they are alllonging for faith”

To all who are longing for faith, we invite
you to come back. I promise your faith can be
strengthened as you once again worship with the
Saints.

A former missionary from Africa wrote a
senior Church leader, apologising and seeking
forgiveness for being offended by his teachings
about a certain cultural tradition, which then led
him to leave the Church. He humbly expressed:
“Sadly, the fact that I took offense 15 years ago
has made me pay an extremely heavy price.I lost
so much—much more than I ever imagined. I
am deeply embarrassed by the harm I may have
caused along the way, but above all else I am
pleased that I have found my way back”

To all who recognise what you have lost, we
invite you to come back so you can once again
taste the joyous fruit of the gospel.

A sister in the United States was gone from
the Church for many years. Her story of coming
back includes powerful lessons for parents and
family members who anguish over loved ones
who step away. She wrote:
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cTBO 3a EBaHremero, koeto e 6110 CUITHO U
XKVBO KaTo Bbpbara. [Tocie, 10 HAKAKBY TMYHA
IIPUYVHY, TOBA CBUJETEICTBO € OTCIabHAIIO,
KOETO e JIoBeTIO 1o 3ary6a Ha BaApa. [Ipyru ce
KPeIAT Ha ¢/1aby 11 IIOBBPXHOCTHY KOPEHN B
nouBara Ha EBanrenuero.

ITpu Bce TOBa OTHOBO 1 OTHOBO C'BM
BII'bXHOBSIBaH OT MICTOPMMTE Ha TOJIKOBA MHOTO
Xopa, u36panu Ja MOJHOBAT yYEHNIECTBOTO CI
U Ia ce 3aBbPHAT B I[bPKOBHUA U oM. BMecTo
1a OTXBBPJIAT BApaATa U YOXKJEHUATA CU KaTO
0e3Io/Ie3HN AbPBa 32 OTPEB, Te Ca OTK/INKHAIN
Ha [yXOBHMTE HOATUIIV U TIOOSAIVITE TOKAHN Ja
ce 3aBbpHAT.

bsx Ha koHepeH1usA Ha Ko B Kopes, 1o
BpeMe Ha KOATO eIVH 3aBP'bLIALL Ce YWIeH CIIofie-
mm: ,,braropaps Ha 6paTATa 32 FOTOBHOCTTA MM
Jla IpyeMaT MOsATA JINIICAa Ha BSpa ¥ MOsATA CJIa-
60cT, 32 TOBa, Ye MM IIOfIafIoXa P'bKa, U 32 WIEHO-
BeTe, KOMTO BUHATY Ca TOJIKOBA MM ¢ MeH. Bee
ollle IMaM MHOTO NIPUATENN B OOKPBKEHNETO
C1, KOUTO ca ¢1abo aKTUBHU. VIHTepecHOTO e,

Je Te CU Ka3BaT eIVH Ha JPYT Ja ce BbPHAT B
IIbpkBara, 3a ia cu BbpHAT Bsparta. Mucrs, ye
Te BCUYKUKOITHESAT 32 BApa

Bcuukn Bie, KOUTO KOIIHeeTe 3a BApa, Ka-
HVIM BU fia ce BbpHeTe. ObeniaBaM BY, ye BspaTa
BI MOXKe Jja O'bJle yKpeIleHa, c/iel KaTO OTHOBO
3aIrlo4yHeTe Jla Ce IIOK/IAaHATe CbC CBETUUTE.

Ennu 6uB1 Mucnonep ot Adpuka nuure Ha
BIUCII PBKOBOANTEN Ha LIbpkBara, M3BUHABAIKI
ce ¥ MOJIeVIKM 3a IIPOILKA, Ye e OVI 06M/eH OT
HETOBWTE YYeHN OTHOCHO OIIpefie/ieHa KYITyp-
Ha TpafinLys, KOETO TOraBa ro e Hakapaso Jia
HarycHe I]bpxBara. Toit cMupeHo 3asaBaBa: ,,3a
CBKajeHne, PaKkThT, 4e ce HOIYBCTBAX 00MIeH
npeny 15 ropgyHy, Me Hakapa Ja 3aIviaTs MHOTO
BIICOKA I[eHa.3aryoux TOJIKOBa MHOTO— MHOTO
II0BeYe, OTKO/IKOTO CBbM CM IIpefCcTaBsI. MHOro
Me e CpaM OT BpefiaTa, KOsITO MOXe Jja CbM IIpU-
YVHII 110 ITBTS, HO IIPefiU BCUYKO Ce PafiBaM, 4e
HaMepyX II'bTA CU 0OpaTHO"

Bcuukn Bie, KOMTO OCh3HaBaTe KaKBO CTe
U3ryOW/IN, KaHMM BM Jja Ce 3aBBbpHeTe, 3a Jja
MO)Xe OTHOBO Jja BKYCUTe OT pafloCTHUA IVIOf] Ha
EBanrennero.

EnHa cectpa B CheiMHEHNTe IJAaTU Ce OTK'bC-
Haja ot L]bpKkBaTa B Ipogb/KeHNe Ha MHOTO
rogyHu. VicTopusaTa 3a HeJTHOTO 3aBpbIjaHe
BKJIIOYBA BB3/IeVICTBAIIM YPOLM 32 POAUTENINATE
1 61M3KUTE, KOUTO Ce Tep3asAT 3apajyl OOMIHM
X0pa, KOUTO ca ce OTKIOHWIN. T nuie:
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“I could list a myriad of reasons for why I
walked away from the Church, the gospel, and
in a way, my family. But they really don’t mat-
ter. I didn’t make one big decision to leave the
Church—I probably made a thousand choices.
But one thing I have always known is that my
parents did make one big decision, and they
stuck to it. They decided to love me.

“I couldn’t possibly know how many tears
have been shed, how many sleepless nights, nor
how many heartfelt pleading words of prayer
have been uttered on my behalf. They didn’t call
me out on my sins; rather, they called out to
me in my sinfulness. They didn’t make me feel
unwelcome in their home and at family gather-
ings; any of those feelings were of my own doing.
Instead, they continued to welcome me. They
must have seen my light dim over time. But they
knew that the person I was back then was just a
shadow of who I was yet to become.

“Just as my path away from the Church was
complex, so was my way back. But one thing that
was not hard about coming back was the feeling
of being back home where I belong.”

My message today is especially to all who
once felt the Spirit but question whether there
is a way back or a place for you in the restored
Church of Jesus Christ. It is also for any who are
barely hanging on or who are tempted to step
away.

This message is not a challenge, and it is not
a condemnation. It is an invitation, extended
with love and a sincere desire to welcome you
back to your spiritual home.

I have prayed that you will feel the witness
of the Holy Ghost as you now hear this loving
invitation and magnificent promise from our
Saviour, Jesus Christ:

“Will ye not now return unto me,and repent
of your sins,and be converted, that I may heal
you?”

Every week many are responding to the
Saviour’s invitation by returning to discipleship
and Church activity, quietly and humbly seeking
the healing that Jesus promises. And contrary
to narratives which sometimes circulate, record
numbers of our young people are choosing to
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,bux Morna ma uspensi 6e36poit mpuInHU
3amo n3octaBux LIbpkBara, EBanrennero n o-
HAKDBJIe CeMelcTBOTO cu. Ho B geiicTBUTETHOCT
Te He ca BakHu. He B3ex eTHO TO/IAMO peleHne
ma HanycHa ll'bpkBaTa — KaTo 4e I HaIIpaBMUX
xunsany u3bopu. Ho enHo Hello, KoeTo BUHATK
C'BM 3HaeJa, €, Ye POIUTETNTe MU B3eXa eJHO
TO/IAAMO pelleHMte U ce IpUAbpKaxa KbM Hero. Te
pelnxa a Me o6uyar.

Hsama xak ma 3HaM KOJIKO Ch/I3Y ca 6un
IIPOJIETH, KOTIKO 6e3CHHHM HOLIM ca OUIM TIpe-
KapaHM, HUTO KOJIKO IIPOYYBCTBEHY MOIUTBI
ca 6mu u3peveHu 3apany MeH. BMecTo fa me
KPUTUKYBAT 32 MOWTE 'PEX0OBe, Te MU IIPOTATaxa
p’bka Hacpeq mperpemenuaTa M. He me kapa-
Xa Jla ce 9yBCTBaM He)KeJlaHa B loMa UM 1 IO
BpeMe Ha CeMelTHUTe ChOMPaHNs — BCUYKM Te3U
qyBCTBa 0s1xa MMYHO Mou. BmecTo TOBa Te mpo-
I'b/DKaBaxa fia Me mpuemMart. Tps6Ba a ca BUXK-
[aju KaK CBeT/IMHATA M1 OTC/TabBa C BpeMeTo.
Ho 3Haexa, 4e ToBa, K0eTO 04X TOraBa, 6e camo
CsIHKa Ha TOBA, B KOETO B KpaliHa CMeTKa IAX I
ce IpeBbpHA.

Hamyckanero Mu Ha LlbpkBata 6e cbIjo
TOJIKOBA CTIOXKHO, KaKTO 1 3aBpblaneTo Mu. Ho
TOBA, KOETO He Oellle TPYAHO MK 3aBPBIIAHETO
My, Oe ycelljaHeTo, 4e CbM OTHOBO y IOMa, K'bjje-
TO MU € MACTOTO".

ITocma"meTo My fHEC € HACOYEeHO CIIelajl-
HO K'bM BCUYKM BaC, KOUTO HAKOTA CTe YyBCTBa-
mu [lyxa, HO ce CbMHsIBaTe Jalu ¥Ma Ha4MH fia
ce BbpHeTe WIN i IMa MsCTO 32 Bac BbB
Bb3cTaHoBeHara L] bpksa Ha Vcyc Xpuctoc. To
€ U K'bM BCUYKM, KOWTO €fiBa Ce KPeIAT WIN ca
U3KYIIEHN Ia ce OThaneyar.

ToBa rmocyraHme He e IPeAN3BUKATENCTBO U
He e ocbXKIaHe. To e MoKaHa, OTIpaBeHa ¢ 00UY
U MICKPEHO >KellaHye ja B IIPUBeTCTBaMe 06pa-
THO B JYXOBHUA BU JIOM.

Monux ce fa HOYYBCTBATe CBULETE/ICTBOTO
Ha Cserus [lyX, JoKaTo caylIaTe ceTa Tasy Jo-
051112 TTOKaHa ¥ TOBA BEIMKOJIEIHO o0elaHye OT
Hamma Crnacuren Vicyc Xpucroc:

»He nckare nu cera ma ce BbpHeTe K'bM MeHe
U Ia Ce TIOKaeTe 3a IPeXOBeTe CU,U Jja ce 0OBpHe-
Te, 3a JJa MOXKe 1a BU U3Lenal

Bcsaka cegMuila MHO3MHA OTK/IMKBAT Ha
nokaHata Ha Criacureris, KaTo ce 3aBpbIjaT KbM
YYeHNYeCTBO ¥ aKTMBHOCT B L] bpkBara, THX0 1
CMMPEHO ThPCeNKY U3IeneHneTo, koeto Vcyc
obemaBa. VM mpoTUBHO Ha HAKOU UCTOPUM,
KOUTO IMPKY/INPAT, peKOpfeH Opoil OT HalnTe
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stay strong and to grow their faith in Jesus Christ.

When some of Jesus’s followers in Caper-
naum found His teachings hard and chose to
leave, He turned to His Apostles and asked, “Will
ye also go away?”

This is the question we each must answer as
we face our individual times of testing. Peter’s
response to Jesus is timeless and resounding: “To
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life”

So as you consider the Saviour’ invitation to
return unto Him, what might you learn from the
story of the willow tree?

The journey back is often not easy or com-
fortable, but it is worth it. When our willow was
stood back up, all its branches were cut away. It
was not pretty. We too may feel vulnerable as we
discard old ways and are stripped of pride.Focus-
ing your faith on Jesus Christ and His gospel—
the trunk and the roots—will give you the hope
and the courage to take that first step back.

It took many years for our willow to regain
its former strength and beauty. Now it is even
stronger and more beautiful than before. Be
patient as your faith and testimony also grow.
This includes not taking offense at thoughtless
comments like “Where have you been all these
years?”

The willow would never have survived
without constant care and nourishment. You will
nourish your faith and your testimony as you
feast at the sacrament table each week and as you
worship in the house of the Lord.

Just as the willow needed sunshine for its
branches and leaves to grow again, so your
testimony will grow as you stay sensitive to the
feelings and the witness of the Spirit.Learn from
Amulek, who described his time as a less-active
member by saying, “I was called many times and
I would not hear”

My neighbour knew what the willow could
once again become. So too the Lord knows your
divine potential and what your faith and your
testimony can become. He will never give up on
you.Through the Atonement of Jesus Christ, all
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MIaJI XOpa U30MpaT ia OCTAHAT CUJTHU 1 Jia
U3pacTBar BbB BApara cu B Vcyc Xpucroc.

Koraro Hskon ot mocnegoBatenute Ha Vicyc
B Kanepnaym Hammpar yuennsara My 3a TpygHn
U n306Mpart fja HarycHar, Toii ce 06pbIna KbM
anoctonurte Cu U 3a/jaBa BbIIpoca: ,,[la He ucka-
Te U BUE fia cU oTugeTe?

ToBa e BBIIPOCHT, HA KOTO BCEKM OT HAC
Tps16Ba J1a CU OTTOBAPsI, KOTATO Ce U3TPABsIME
Ipefi HAIllMTe MOMEeHTH Ha usnutauusa. OTroBo-
pbT Ha [leTsp KBM VCyc e BeueH 1 KaTeropyuyeH:
»locroau, npu xoro fa otuaem? Tu nmam gymn
Ha BE€YEeH >XUBOT .

Taka de, TOKaTO OOMICIATE ITIOKAaHATA Ha
Cmacurens fja ce 3aBbpHeTe npu Hero, KakBo
MO)Ke JIa Hay4lTe OT UCTOpUATa 3a Bbpbara?

BpbiuianeTo yecTo He e 1IeCHO W YEOOHO,
HO cu cTpysa. Koraro Bpp6ara Hi Geme usmnpa-
BeHa, Bcuukute X kmonn 6sxa orpssanu. He
usraexpainte Kkpacuso. Hue chio Moxe fja ce
YyBCTBaMe YA3BUMM, KOTaTO M30CTaBUM CTapuUTe
CM HABUIU U OTXBBPIuM roppoctra. Chcpeno-
TOYaBaHETO Ha BsApara BM BBPXy Vlcyc Xpucroc
u HeroBoto EBanrenie — cTp6710TO 1 KOpeHMTE
- IIe BU IaBa HaJieXX/aTa I CMeJIOCTTA fla Harpa-
BITE ITbpPBATA CTHIIKA HA3a]l.

OTHe MHOTO TOMHM, 32 [Ia MOXKe BbpOa-

Ta HI [Ja Bb3CTAHOBU MPEUIIHATA CU CUTIA U
Kpacota. Cera T e ollfe ITO-CU/THA U TI0-KPacHh-
Ba ot nipexu. [IposiBsiBaiiTe ThpIeHNe, TOKATO
BsIpaTa U CBUJIETEICTBOTO BM ChINO pacTaT. ToBa
BKJIIOYUBA J]a He ce 00VDK/aTe OT HeOOMICIEH
KOMeHTapu, KaTo Hanpumep: ,,Kbjie berre Bcmy-
KITe Te3U TOaUHMU? ",

Bppbara Hsamalle fia olleniee HUKOTA, aKO He
Oellle MOCTOSTHHATA TPIDKA 1 ToxpanBane. 1lle
MOIXpaHBaTe BsApAaTa U CBUMIETENICTBOTO CI, KATO
ce yroljaBare Ha Macara 3a IpuJacTie BCsAKa
cemMmIla U ce MMoKIaHAaTe B joMa [ocmozeH.

Cp1110 KaKTO BbpOaTa ce HyXKziaelle oT
CIbHYEBA CBET/IMHA, 3a Ia MOYKe KJIOHITE U JIVC-
taTa X OTHOBO /1a MOpacHAT, TaKa 1 CBU/ETEN-
CTBOTO BH II[e pacTe, KaTo 0OpbIillaTe BHUMAHIe
Ha YyBCTBATa 1 CBUJETEICTBOTO OT Jlyxa. Yuere
ce oT AMY/IUK, KOJITO OIICBA BPEMETO CU KaTo
cmabo aKTMBEH 4IeH, Ka3Balku: ,,bsax mpusosa-
BaH MHOTO ITBTH, HO He ICKaX /1 9ys .

CohcempT MU 3Haellle, 4e Bbpbara MoXke
OTHOBO J1a ce usnpasu. [lo cpmmsa HaunH Tocnop
3Hae 00KeCTBEHNA BYU IOTEHIIMA ¥ KAKBO
MOXKe Jia CTaHe C BApaTa U CBUIETENICTBOTO BUL.
Toit HUKOra HAMA []a ce OTKaXke OT Bac. Upes
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that is broken can be healed.

I witness that there is rejoicing in heaven
over those who return.You are needed, and you
are loved.I testify that Jesus Christ is our Saviour
and that He blesses all who return unto Him
with greater peace and with great joy. His arms of
mercy are not folded but are open and extended
to you.lt is not too late for you to come back.
With all the love in our hearts, we welcome you
home. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Enunennero na Vcyc Xpucroc Bcuuko, KOeTo e
CUYYIIEHO, MOXe Jia O'bie M3IeIeHO.

CBupeTencTBaMm, 4e MMa PajocT B Hebecara
3a OHe3!, KOUTO ce 3aBpbILIaT. Bue cTe HY>XHM 1
cre obuyanu. Ceupgerencraam, ye Vcyc Xpucroc
e HammAT Cracuten u e Toii e 6/1arociass
BCMYKY, KOUTO ce 3aBpbuaT pu Hero c moseue
Mup u pagoct. Ppuere Ha MmutoctTa My He ca
CKP'BCTEHN, @ Ca OTBOPEHM U IIPOTETHATY KBM
Bac. Hukora He e TBBp/ie K'BCHO Jja Ce BbPHETe.
C usmata mo60B, KOSTO UMaMe B ChpliaTa HU, BU
IpUBeTCTBaMe y flomMa. B mmeto Ha Vicyc Xpuc-
TOC, aMIH.
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