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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”

Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
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Cesudemencmaam, ue bebemama, deyama u
mradexcume ca nodobus Ha boxuemo yapcmeo,
K0emo upPmu Ha 3eMAMA 8 YANAMA CU CUNA U
kpacoma.

Vcyc 3anouyBa nocnefHaTa TOAHA OT 3€M-
Hys1 C OKMBOT, KaTo o0y4aBa 3acuieHo CBonTte
arroctonu. 3a 1a Moxke HeroBoTo nmocnaume u
Herosara lppxBa ga [o HamxuBesT, moBede
3HaHMs TPsIOBa la OpaT MOOpaHM B ChpIjaTa Ha
12-Te 06MKHOBEHM MbKe, KouTo o mosHaBar
caMo oT 24 Mecelia.

Enun pen Vcyc craBa cBupieTen Ha Ciop
MEXJY IBaHaJjeCeTTe YIeHNIV I II0-KbCHO
nurTa: ,Kako pasucksaxte mo npra?‘. OueBus-
HO 3acpaMeHH, criopeq 3anmcaHoro B [Incannm-
T4, Te MbTYaT. Ho Hall-BEMUKMUAT OT BCUYKMA
yUUTeN MpOo31pa MUC/INTE Ha ChpIiaTa UMU JO-
JaBs IbpBaTa HOTKA Ha JIMYHA TOPOCT. 3aTOBa
Toit ,,moBuK(Ba) eguo mereniie (...) u kas(Ba):

VctrHa Bu Ka3BaMm, ako He ce 0ObpHETe U
He CTaHeTe KaTo JieunilaTa, HsMa fia Bie3eTe B
HeOEeCHOTO I1apCTBO.

W Taxka, KOMTO ce CMMPU KaTO TOBA JIeTEHIIe,
TOI1 € TIO-TO/ISIM B HEOECHOTO 1[apCTBO .

Tpsi6Ba ma 0TOENIEXMM, Ue Olile Py Pax-
[laHeTO Ha XPUCTOC, MIPOIaTHATA TPOIOBE] Ha
1jap BeHnamumH BK/II0YBa TO3U MBBP KOMEHTAP
3a cMuUpeHueTo Ha ferara. Toit rmacu: ,,Ecrect-
BEHUAT YOBeK e Bpar Ha bora (...) u e 6p/e
TaK'bB BO BEKM BEKOB, OCBEH aKo (...) He CTaHe
cBeTus upes enHeHneTo Ha [ocmoma Xpucra, u
He CTaHe Karo JieTe, MOKopeH (...) cMupeH (...)
U3IThJIHEH C TI000B (...) ThKMO KaKTO JIETETO
(oTknmukBa) Ha Oarma cu'

Pas6upa ce, uMa HAKOU OYEBUITHO IE€TH-
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nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,
my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We
quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
admire Him, but we don’t worship Him.”
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CKVI CKJIOHHOCTY, KOUTO HUEHeHachbpYaBaMe.
[Ipenu mBafeceT U IeT TOAVHY, MOSIT TOTaBa
TPUTOAVIIEH BHYK yXaIla [0 p’bKaTa HeTTOfVII-
HaTa CU cecTpa. 3eT MM, KOJTO Ce TpyiKele 3a
JeljaTa OHa3M Bedep, B CyMaToxara IIpenopaze
Ha JIbIIeps CU BCUYKM YPOIY 3a IIPOLIKATA, 38
KOWTO YCIIS [Ia Ce CeTH, 3aBbPILIBAIIKM C TOBA, 4e
MankuAT X 6paT BeposATHO OpY He 3Hae KaKBoO €
ycelllaHeTo OT yXaIlBaHe 10 pbkara. To3y Hempa-
BITHO (POPMY/IMpaH KOMEHTap Ha balrara nma-
e eeKT 3a OKOJIO MUHYTa, MOXKe OU MUHYTa I
TI0/IOBJHA, JOKATO IIPO30PLIUTE He MOTperepaxa
OT NUCBKA, JONMETSI OT JleTCKaTa CTasi, OTK'bJie-
TO MOSITa BHYYKa CIIOKOJIHO M3BUKa: ,,J0J1 Bede
3Hae"

V Taka, KaKBO CJIefiBa Jja Bb3IpUeMeM OT
HoOpopieTeNnuTe Ha JeTCKO-IOHOIIeCKaTa IIKO/Ia
Ha )xnBoTa? Kakso npocwbnssasa Camus: Vcyc B
Hajl-IIPOYyBCTBEHATA CLIeHA B L[e/IVSI TEKCT Ha
Kuurara nHa Mopmon? Kakso npenogasa Jcyc,
KOTaTo IIPM30BaBa OI'bH fIa C/le3e OT Hebecara 1
aHTe/IN 3AIUTHALN Ja 3a00MKOJIAT OHe3M Jieun-
1]a, 3aIIOBSA/IBAIIKI HAa BB3PACTHUTE Jja ,,BU(IAT)
MaJIKUTe cU Jena‘“?

He 3HaeM kakBo og0y»/ja BCMYKO TOBA, HO
CIiopef; MeH TO € CBbP3aHO C TAXHATa YUCTOTa
Yl HeBMHHOCT, TAXHOTO BPOJIEHO CMUpPEHUE, U
TOBA, KOETO Te3! XapaKTepUCTUKIOMXa MOI/INIA
BHecCaT B KMBOTA HI, aKO T'Vl pa3BUBaMe.

3aio HalIMTe JHM Ha OTYasHUE ca Hapede-
HII OT ef{HU ,,cyeTa Ha cyetute ? Kak ce momyuya-
Ba TaKa, 4e ,,CyeTHNUTe BbOOpaKeHVs 1 Top-
[OCTTA Ha YefjaTa YOBELIKY Ca JYMUTE, KOUTO
XapaKTepusupar rofsiMoTo U OOLINMPHO 3[aHNe,
TOJIKOBA [yXOBHO MbPTBO BbB BU/ICHIETO Ha
Jlexuit? AMM 30paMUTHUTE — OHa3M IpyIia Xopa,
KOUTO Ce MOJIAT C TOJIKOBA BYICOKO MHEHIE 3a
cebe cn? 3a Tax Anma kassa: ,,O, Boxe, te (Tu
ce MOJIAT) C YCTHUTE CH, TOKATO Te CaMITe ca ce
U3OUTHAIN (...) B IPA3HNTE CBETCKY Hela“.

3a cpaBHeHMe, MMa JIJ Helljo II0-CIafIKo,
TI0-YJUCTO VJIM TIO-CMYPEHO OT MO/IMTBATa Ha
mere? Cakam Hebecara ce IPEHACAT Ha 3eMATA.
Bor u XpucToc ca TOIKOBa peaHy, HO 32 HAKOU
C7Ief] TOBA IIPEXMBABAHETO MOXKe J]a CTaHe
II0-TIOBBPXHOCTHO.

Kakro crapermmnna Puvapp JI. EBanc nu-
TUpa npeay oKono 60 rofuHy, ,MHOTO OT HacC
IIpeTeHANpaMe, Ye CMe XPUCTUSHM, IPU BCE TOBA
(...) He B3uMamMe XPUCTOC Ha CEPUO3HO. (...)
YeaxkaBame Jo, Ho He To cnegsame. (...) Hutu-
paMe ydeHMsATa My, HO He BOUIM )XVBOTA CI

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Holland-April 2025-English/Bulgarian

How different life could be if the world es-
teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.

But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.

Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
alone and unaided.

After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
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criopep TAX . ,, Bpsxumasame My ce, Ho He My ce
MTOK/IaHsIMe

Konko pasnuuen 6u Morsi fa 6'bjie JKIBO-
TBT, aKO OT BpeMe Ha BpeMe B OYMTe Ha CBeTa
Vcyc 6e Heljo ITOBeye OT HelleH3ypHA PYTaTHS.

Ho menata vanctuna [o o6nyat u Tasu
mo60B MoXe Jia O'bfie IpeHeceHa B PYTUTe UM
B3aMIMOOTHOIIIEHN I Ha JIEeTCKATa IUIONIaIKa Ha
»KnBorta. [loHavasno, Jopu B HEBPBCTHA BB3PACT,
merjaTa 06MYaT TOMKOBA JIECHO, IPOI[aBaT C Ta-
KaBa JIEKOTa U Ce CMeSIT TOITKOBA Bb3XUTUTETHO,
e JOpY 1 Hall-CTYHAEHOTO U 3aKOPaBsIJIO ChpLie
MO>Ke J]a ce Pa3TOIN.

W cnucpxbT npogbmkasa. Yncrora? [lose-
pue? Cmenoct? XapakTep?

Hexka 3aeiHO ce yOeyM B CMUPEHUETO IIpey
bor, mposiBeHO OT efiMH MOV M/Taj] i MHOTO CK'BII
HpUATE]L.

Ha 5 anyapu 2025 1., mpegu 91 guu, VicTpH
Hapus J[>Kony nomydus CBellleHNIecTBOTO Ha
AapoH u 61 pbKOMONOXKEH 3a [AsIKOH B I]bpkBa-
Ta Ha Vlcyc XpucToc Ha CBETUNTE OT IOC/IEJHUTE
TTHIA.

McTpH KOmIHEeN [1a pa3fjaBa mpUYacTUeTo
Ha [ocrmogHara Beveps, oTkakTo ce nomHen. Ho
Tasy CBellleHa OTTOBOPHOCT OuIa MpUAPYKeHa
OT CBUBAIL| CTOMaxa CTpax, 4e e ce IIPOBajy, 4e
Ile MagHe, e Ije My ce MOAUTPaBaT WM de e
nocpamu cebe Cit U CeMeICTBOTO CH.

Pas6upate mu, VicTbH uMa pSIKO 1 MHO-

IO TeXXKO 3a00/IsIBaHe — BpOJieHa MYCKY/THA
aucTpodus Ha Yipux. Ts mporpecuBHO e M3IIBII-
BajIa IETCKUTE MY FOJIMHY C OTPOMHI TPYAHOC-
TY, pa36MBaiKy HaJieXX/IUTe M MEUTUTE MY 32
6baemieto. Toit ckopo Iiie 6'bfie TPAtHO IPUKO-
BaH K'bM MHBaINUIHA Konydka. CeMelicCTBOTO My
He TOBOPMU 3a TOBA, KOETO IIle ITIOC/IefBa.

B Hepensra cnen ppkomnonaraneTo cu, VicTpH
LA 2 pasfaBa MpUYacTUeTo 3a 'bpBY II'BT. V1
HEeroBaTa TallHa MOTUBALMSA OMIa 1a MOXe Jia ce
IpeCTaBM TIpef CBOs Oallla, enucKomna Ha paifo-
Ha, 11 la My IIOfIHeCe Te3M CBellleH) CUMBOu. B
OvyaKBaHe Ha Tasy 3ajiaya TOl IPOCUI ¥ MOJINIL,
IUIaKaJI M YMOJISIBAL, 3a fia TIOJTydM FapaHIs, e
HIUKOJL,HMKOJMHAMA Jja Ce ONNUTBA Jla My IIOMara.
[To MHOTO MMYHM 332 HETO IPUYNMHY TOV MMaJ
HY>X/]a /la HaIlpaBy TOBa caM U 6e3 4y>Kzia I1o-
MOTIII.

Crief; KaTO CBELeHMKBT Pa3yynuI Xsi6a
1 T0 6/1aTOCTIOBUTT — CUMBOJI, TIPECTaBABALI]
U3TeP3aHOTO TAM0 Ha XpucToc — VICTBH, CbC
CBOETO M3TeP3aHO TJIO, Ce U3IPABIUI, HAKY-
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were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving

his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
al post by which he could climb to a standing
position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest-
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true
and bear witness of it in the name of the most
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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I[BAVIKI, 32 [Ia MOTy4u cBosi mogHoc. Obaye
MIMaJIO TPU TOJIEMU CThIIA/Ia OT TIO/ja Ha 3a/1aTa
3a cpOpaHys 10 MOBAUTHATHUA TOANyM. Taka de,
C71ef; KaTo IOTYYIMIT CBOSI TIOJHOC, TOJ IIPOTErHA
phKa Bb3MOYKHO Hali-BMCOKO U IO MOCTABIUII Ha
HOBBPXHOCTTA HaJ mapanera. Torasa, Csmaikm
Ha e[IHO OT MMO-TOPHNUTE CTBIIAJIA, C IBE P'BIie
BIIMTHAJI IECHVSI CU KPAaK Ha I'bPBOTO CTHIIAJIO.
Crieqi TOBa BOVMTHA JIEBUSI CU KPAK Ha CHIOTO
CTBIIAJIO U TaKa Harope, OKaTO C MHOTO YCU/INUS
[IOCTUTHAJI [I0 BbPXa Ha CBOs /indeH EBepect oT
TPMU CTHIAJIA.

Crieqi TOBa Ce IPUBIDKII IO €JHa KOTOHA, C
TIOMOIIITA Ha KOSITO YCIIS/I f1a Ce U3IpaBu. Bop-
HaJI ce 1o nopHoca. O1le HAKOMKO CTHIIKIU U TO
CTOSIT TIPe]T eMMCKOIa, CBOsI 6alifa, KOTO, C 04,
I'B/THU C'BC CB/I3K, OOIMBAIIY TULIETO MY, TPsIO-
BaJIO J1a Ce CI'bPKM Jla He TIPErbpHE CBOSI ChbBBP-
11eHO cMen 11 BepeH cuH. A VIcTbH ¢ ob6nekueHne
¥ IIMPOKA YCMMBKA Ha JINIIETO BCe eHO Ka3a:
»A3 (...) mpocnaBux (cBost 6ala 1) U3BBPIINUX
IenoTo, KoeTo (Toi M1) faje ia BbpIia‘

Bsipa, mpemaHOCT, YMCTOTA, JOBEPUE, IECT
U HaKpas T000B KbM OH3M Oalla, Ha KOTOTO
TOJIKOBA MHOTO MCKaJI fa yropu. Tesu u pysnHa
IPYTM Ka4ecTBAaHMKapaT fja KakeM C’bIIo: ,,Koii-
TO Ce CMUPMU KaTo TOBA JIETEHI]E, TOI € MTO-TOJISAM
B HEOECHOTO 1IaPCTBO®.

Cectpu, 6pats U IPUATENN, IIBPBU B CIIUCH-
Ka C Hali-KpacuBuTe 06pasin, KOUTO MO3HABAM,
ca 6ebetara, eriata u MIQIEKNTeE, OOPOCH-
BECTHN 1 Ge31[eHHN KaTO Te3M, 32 KOUTO FOBO-
puxme nHec. CBUIETENICTBAM, Y€ Te ca MOToOus
Ha BoxueTo 1apcTBo, K0eTo bty Ha 3eMATa B
Is/TaTa CI CUJIA U KPacoTa.

B chipyst T03u AyX flaBaM CBU/ETENCTBO, Ye
karo maz Jxosed CMUT e BUJISAT TOBA, KOETO
Ka3Ba, Y€ € BUJISIL, U Y€ € PasroBapsisi C Te3u, C
KOUTO Ka3Ba, 4e e ToBopuI. CBUIETENICTBAM, Ye
cMupeHMAT U yucT Pbcen M. HencpH e mpopok
Y I7Iefiay, TIOCTAHOBEH U MOTy4II fapoBe oT bor.
Karo 4oBeK, 4eTsII 1511 )KUBOT, JaBaM CBUJIE-
TenCTBO, 4e KHurara Ha MOpMOH e KHUTara, [0-
HeC/la MU Hali-TO/ISIMO YAOBIETBOPEHNE, U KO-
YOBMAT KAMBK Ha MOETO KPATKO peduBaBaHe B
[[ApPCTBO C MHOTO obuTanuia. JlaBaM CBUETEN-
CTBO, Y€ CBEIIEHNYECTBOTO U MOIUTBATA Bb3-
CTaHOBSIBAT XMBOTA M — CBEI[EHNIECTBOTO Ha
XpHUCTOC U BALIUTE MOMUTBU. 3HAM, Y€ BCUIKU
Te3U Hellla Ca UCTUHHY U CBUIETEICTBAM 32 TSIX
B MIMETO Ha HAll-TIPEIaHNUA M CMUPEH OT BCUYKI
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Boxkun cunoBe — Andara u Omerara, Benmukust
A3 CpM, pasnbHATHA Ha KP'BCT, BEPHUA CBU/E-
Ten— ThKMo locnon Vcyc Xpucroc, aMuH.
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