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Callings and other ways we embark in God’s work
uniquely prepare us to meet the Savior.

A few months ago, I was standing in a hall
when Elder Neil L. Andersen walked by. I had
just been called as a new General Authority. Like-
ly sensing my feelings of inadequacy, he smiled
and said, “Well, there looks like a man who has
no idea what he is doing”

And I thought, “There is a true prophet and
seer.”

Elder Andersen then whispered, “Don’t
worry, Elder Shumway. It gets better—in five or
six years.”

Have you ever wondered why we are asked
to do things in God’s kingdom that feel beyond
our reach? With life’s demands, have you asked
why we even need callings in the Church? Well,
I have.

And I got an answer in general conference
when President Russell M. Nelson said, “Now is
the time for you and for me to prepare for the
Second Coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
the Christ”When President Nelson said this,
the Spirit taught me that as we participate in
God’s work, we prepare ourselves and others for
Christ’s return. The Lord’s promise is compel-
ling that callings, ministering, temple worship,
following promptings, and other ways we embark
in God’s work uniquely prepare us to meet the
Savior.

God Is Pleased When We Engage in His
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Thirrjet dhe ményrat e tjera me té cilat hyjmé né
veprén e Peréndisé, na pérgatitin né ményré té
pashoge pér té takuar Shpétimtarin.

Disa muaj mé paré, isha duke géndruar né
njé korridor, kur mé kaloi prané Plaku Nil L.
Andersen. Sapo isha thirrur si Autoritetirii
Pérgjithshém. Me sa duket, duke ndier ndjenjat
e mia té papérshtatshmérisé, ai buzéqeshi dhe
tha: “Epo, dukesh si njé njeri qé nuk e ka idené se
c¢faré po bén”.

Mendova: “Ka njé profet dhe shikues t&
vérteté”.

Plaku Andersen mé pas péshpériti: “Mos u
shgetéso, Plaku Shamuei. Do té béhet mé miré,
pas pesé ose gjashté vjetésh”

A e keni pyetur ndonjéheré veten pse na kér-
kohet té béjmé gjéra né mbretériné e Peréndisé
qé duken pértej aftésisé soné pér t'i arritur? Me
kérkesat e shumta té jetés, a e keni béré pyetjen
pse vallé kemi nevojé pér thirrje né Kishé? Uné
pér vete, po.

Mora njé pérgjigje né konferencén e pérg-
jithshme kur Presidenti Raséll M. Nelson tha:
“Tani éshté koha qé ju dhe uné té pérgatitemi pér
Ardhjen e Dyté té Zotit dhe Shpétimtarit toné,
Jezusit, Krishtit”. Kur Presidenti Nelson e tha
kété, Shpirti mé mésoi se, ndérsa marrim pjesé
né veprén e Peréndisé, ne e pérgatitim veten
dhe té tjerét pér kthimin e Krishtit. Premtimi i
Zotit éshté bindés se thirrjet, dhénia e shérbesés,
adhurimi né tempull, ndjekja e nxitjeve dhe
meényra té tjera se si hyjmeé né veprén e Peréndisé
na pérgatitin né ményré té pashoqe pér té takuar
Shpétimtarin.

Peréndia Kénaqget Kur Pérfshihemi né
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Work

In “the majesty of this moment,’as God’s
kingdom expands and temples dot the earth,
there is a growing need for willing souls to en-
gage in God’s work. Selflessly serving is the very
essence of Christlike discipleship. But serving
is rarely convenient. This is why I admire you
covenant-keeping disciples, including our dear
missionaries, who set aside your desires and
challenges to serve God by serving His children.
God “delights to honor [you for serving Him]
in righteousness.” He promises, “Great shall be
[your] reward and eternal shall be [your] glo-
ry” When we say yes to serving, we are saying yes
to Jesus Christ. And when we say yes to Christ,
we are saying yes to the most abundant life pos-
sible.

I learned this lesson while working and
studying chemical engineering in college. I was
asked to be the activities planner for a singles
ward. This was my nightmare calling. Still, I
accepted, and at first it was drudgery. Then at one
activity a beautiful girl was smitten by the way I
served the ice cream. She returned three times,
hoping to catch my attention. We fell in love, and
she proposed to me just two weeks later. Well,
maybe it wasn’t quite that fast, and I was the one
who proposed, but the truth is this: I shudder to
think of missing out on Heidi had I said no to
that calling.

Our Participation Is Preparation for
Christ's Return

We engage in God’s work not because God
needs us but because we need God and His
mighty blessings. He promises, “For, behold, I
will bless all those who labor in my vineyard with
a mighty blessing”Let me share three principles
that teach how our participation in God’s work
blesses and helps us prepare to meet the Savior.

First, as we participate, we progress toward
“the measure of [our] creation.”

We learn this pattern in the account of the
Creation. After each day of labor, God acknowl-
edged the progress made by saying, “It was
good”He did not say the work was finished nor
that it was perfect. But what He did say was that
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Veprén e Tij

Né “madhéshtiné e kétij casti”, ndérsa
mbretéria e Peréndisé zgjerohet dhe tempujt mb-
ulojné tokén, ka njé nevojé né rritje qé shpirtra
té gatshém té pérfshihen né veprén e Peréndisé.
Shérbimi me vetémohim &shté veté thelbi i
dishepullimit si Krishti. Por shérbimi rralléheré
éshté i volitshém. Ju pse ju admiroj ju, dishepuj
qé i mbani besélidhjet, pérfshiré kétu misionarét
tané té shtrenjté, qé i lini ménjané déshirat dhe
sfidat tuaja pér t'i shérbyer Peréndisé duke u
shérbyer fémijéve té Tij. Peréndia “gézohe[t] t'i
nderoj[€] ata qé [i] shérbejné [Atij] né drejtési”.
Ai premton: “I madh do té jeté shpérblimi [juaj]
dhe e pérjetshme do té jeté lavdia [juaj]” Kur i
themi “po” shérbimit, ne po i themi “po” Jezu
Krishtit. Kur i themi “po” Krishtit, ne po i themi
“po” jetés mé té begaté t&¢ mundshme.

Kété mésim e mora ndérkohé qé punoja dhe
studioja pér inxhinieri kimike né universitet. Mé
kérkuan té isha planifikues aktivitetesh pér njé
lagje beqarésh. Kjo thirrje pér mua ishte makth.
Prapéseprapé, e pranova, dhe fillimisht ishte
angari. Por né njé aktivitet, njé vajzé e bukur u
magjeps nga ményra se si e shérbeja akulloren.
Ajo u kthye tri heré me shpresén se do t&¢ mé
térhiqte vémendjen. Ramé né dashuri dhe ajo mé
propozoi vetém pas dy javésh. Epo, ndoshta nuk
ishte aq shpejt, dhe isha uné ai qé i propozova,
por e vérteta éshté se, mé tmerron ideja se mund
té mos e kisha takuar Heidin po té mos e kisha
pranuar até thirrje.

Pjesémarrja Joné Eshté Pérgatitja pér
Kthimin e Krishtit

Ne pérfshihemi né veprén e Peréndisé jo
ngaqé Peréndia ka nevojé pér ne, por sepse ne
kemi nevojé pér Peréndiné dhe bekimet e Tij té
fugishme. Ai premton: “Pasi, vini re, uné do t’i
bekoj té gjithé ata qé punojné né vreshtin tim,
me njé bekim té fuqishém” MEé lejoni té tregoj tre
parime q€ na mésojné se si pjesémarrja joné né
veprén e Peréndisé na bekon dhe na ndihmon té
pérgatitemi pér té takuar Shpétimtarin.

Sé pari, ndérsa marrim pjesé, ne pérparojmé
drejt “qéllimil[t té] krijimit t[oné]”.

Ne e mésojmé kété model né rréfimin e
Krijimit. Pas ¢do dite pune, Peréndia e pranoi
pérparimin e béré duke théné: “Kjo ishte miré”.
Ai nuk tha se puna kishte pérfunduar dhe as qé
ishte e pérsosur. Por ajo qé Ai tha ishte se kishte
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there was progress, and in God’s eyes, that is
good!

Callings do not determine or validate a
person’s worth or worthiness. Rather, as we labor
with God in whatever way He asks, we grow into
the measure of our own creation.

God rejoices in our progress, and so should
we, even when we still have work to do. At times
we may lack the strength or the means to serve
in a calling.Still, we can engage in the work and
protect our testimonies through meaningful
ways like prayer and scripture study. Our loving
Heavenly Father does not condemn us when we
are willing but unable to serve.

Second, serving elevates our homes and
churches into holy places where we can practice
covenant living.

For example, our covenant to always remem-
ber Christ is made individually, but this covenant
is lived as we serve others.Callings surround
us with opportunities to “bear ... one another’s
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ”When we
serve because we love God and want to live our
covenants, service that seems dutiful and drain-
ing becomes joyful and transformative.

Ordinances don’t save us because they fulfill
a heavenly checklist. Rather, when we live the
covenants connected with these ordinances, we
become the kind of person who wants to be in
God’s presence. This understanding overcomes
hesitations to serve or preferences not to serve.
Our preparation to meet Jesus Christ accelerates
when we stop asking what God will permit and
start asking what God would prefer.

Third, participating in God’s work helps us
receive God’s gift of grace and feel His greater
love.

We do not receive financial compensation
for serving. Instead, scripture teaches that for our
“labor [we are] to receive the grace of God, that
[we] might wax strong in the Spirit, [have] the
knowledge of God, [and] teach with power and
authority from God.”That is a very good trade!

Because of God’s grace, our abilities or in-
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pérparim, dhe né syté e Peréndisé, kjo éshté gjé e
mireé!

Thirrjet nuk e pércaktojné ose vértetojné
vlerén apo denjésiné e njé personi. Pérkundra-
zi, ndérsa punojmeé me Peréndiné né ¢farédo
ményre qé Ai kérkon, ne rritemi né qéllimin e
krijimit toné.

Peréndia gézohet pér pérparimin toné dhe
po késhtu duhet té béjmé edhe ne, edhe kur kemi
ende puné pér té béré. Me raste, mund té na
mungojé forca ose mjetet pér té shérbyer né njé
thirrje.Prapéseprapé, ne mund té pérfshihemi né
vepér dhe t'i mbrojmé déshmité tona népérm-
jet ményrave kuptimplota, té tilla si, lutja dhe
studimi i shkrimeve t€ shenjta. Ati yné i dashur
Qiellor nuk na dénon kur jemi té gatshém, por
nuk kemi mundési pér té shérbyer.

Sé dyti, shérbimi i lartéson shtépité dhe
kishat tona deri né até piké, saqé béhen vende
té shenjta ku mund té ushtrojmé té jetuarit né
besélidhje.

Pér shembull, besélidhja joné pér té kujtuar
gjithmoné Krishtin béhet individualisht, por kjo
besélidhje jetohet ndérsa u shérbejmé té tjeréve.
Thirrjet na rrethojné me mundési pér té “mbaj-
tur barrét e njéri-tjetrit, dhe késhtu do té pérm-
bush[im] ligjin e Krishtit”. Kur shérbejmé ngaqé e
duam Peréndiné dhe duam t’i jetojmé besélidhjet
tona, shérbimi qé dikur ishte detyrues dhe shter-
ues, tani béhet i gézueshém dhe shndérrues.

Ordinancat nuk na shpétojné ngaqé plotéso-
jné njé listé synimesh qiellore. Pérkundrazi, kur i
jetojmé besélidhjet qé lidhen me kéto ordinanca,
ne béhemi ai lloj njeriu qé déshirojmé t€ jemi né
praniné e Peréndisé. Kjo kuptueshméri e mposht
ngurrimin pér té shérbyer ose parapélqimin pér
té mos shérbyer. Pérgatitja joné pér té takuar Jezu
Krishtin pérshpejtohet kur ndalojmé sé pyeturi se
¢faré do té lejojé Peréndia dhe fillojmé té pyesim
se c¢faré do té parapélgente Peréndia.

Sé treti, pjesémarrja né veprén e Peréndisé
na ndihmon t€ marrim prej Peréndisé dhuratén e
hirit dhe té ndiejmé dashuriné e Tij mé té madhe.

Ne nuk marrim shpérblim financiar pér
shérbimin. Pérkundrazi, né shkrimet e shenjta
na mésohet se pér “punén [toné ne] m[arrim]
hirin e Peréndisé, pér t'u forcuar né Shpirt, [pér
té] pasur njohuriné e Peréndisé [dhe] ... [pér]
té [dhéné] més[im] me fuqi dhe autoritet nga
Peréndia”. Kjo éshté njé marréveshje shumé e
mireé!

Pér shkak té hirit té Peréndisé, aftésité
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abilities are not the principal basis for extending
or accepting a calling. God does not expect per-
fect performance or exceptional talent to partic-
ipate in His work. If so, Queen Esther would not
have saved her nation, Peter would not have led
the early Church, and Joseph Smith would not be
the Prophet of the Restoration.

As we act in faith to do something beyond
our abilities, our weakness is exposed. This is
never comfortable, but it is necessary for us to
“know that it is by [God’s] grace ... that we have
power to do these things”

We will fall many times as we engage in
God’s work. But in our effort, Jesus Christ catches
us. He gradually lifts us to experience salvation
from failure and fear and from feeling like we
will never be enough.When we consecrate our
meager but best effort, God magnifies it. When
we sacrifice for Jesus Christ, He sanctifies us.This
is the transformative power of God’s grace. As we
serve, we grow in grace until we are prepared to
“be lifted up by the Father, to stand before [Jesus
Christ]”

Help Others Receive and Rejoice in the
Gift of Callings

I do not know all the Savior will ask me
when I stand before Him, but perhaps one ques-
tion will be “Who did you bring with you?”-
Callings are sacred gifts from a loving Heavenly
Father to help bring others with us to Jesus
Christ.So I invite leaders and each of us to more
intentionally seek those without callings. Encour-
age and help them engage in God’s work to help
them prepare for Christ’s return.

John was not active in the Church when his
bishop visited and told him that the Lord had
a work for him to do. He invited John to quit
smoking. Although John had tried many times
to stop, this time he felt an unseen power helping
him.

Just three weeks later, the stake president vis-
ited John. He called him to serve in the bishopric.
John was shocked. He told the stake president
he had just quit smoking. If this meant he would
have to abandon his tradition of attending
professional football games on Sunday, well, that
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ose paaftésité tona nuk jané baza kryesore pér
dhénien ose pranimin e njé thirrjeje. Peréndia
nuk pret rezultate té pérsosura ose talent té
jashtézakonshém pér t€ marré pjesé né veprén e
Tij. Po té ishte késhtu, mbretéresha Ester nuk do
ta kishte shpétuar kombin e saj, Pjetri nuk do ta
kishte udhéhequr Kishén e hershme dhe Jozef
Smithi nuk do té ishte Profeti i Rivendosjes.
Ndérsa veprojmé me besim pér té béré dicka
pértej aftésive tona, dobésia joné del né pah.
Kjo nuk éshté asnjéheré e rehatshme, por éshté
e nevojshme pér té “di[tur] se népérmjet hirit té
[Peréndisé] ... ne kemi fuqi t'i béjmé kéto gjéra”.
Ne do té rrézohemi shumé heré ndér-
sa pérfshihemi né veprén e Peréndisé. Por né
pérpjekjen toné, Jezu Krishti na kap. Ai na ngre
lart gradualisht qé té pérjetojmé shpétim nga
déshtimet e frika joné dhe nga ndjenja se nuk do
té jemi kurré né nivelin e duhur.Kur e pérkush-
tojmé pérpjekjen toné té pakét, por mé té miré,
Peréndia e lartéson até.Kur ne sakrifikojmé pér
Jezu Krishtin, Ai na shenjtéron.Kjo éshté fuqgia
shndérruese e hirit té Peréndisé. Ndérsa shérbe-
jmé, ne rritemi né hir derisa té jemi té pérgatitur
pér “t[u] ngri[tur] nga Ati, qé té€ géndroj[m]é
para [Jezu Krishtit]”.

Ndihmojini té Tjerét té Marrin dhe té
Gézohen né Dhuratén e Thirrjeve

Nuk di gjithcka qé do té mé pyesé Shpétim-
tari kur té qéndroj pérpara Tij, por ndoshta njé
pyetje do té jeté: “Ké solle me vete?” Thirrjet jané
dhurata té shenjta nga njé Até i dashur Qiel-
lor pér té ndihmuar qé t'i sjellim té tjerét me
vete te Jezu Krishti.Ndaj, i ftoj udhéheqésit dhe
secilin prej nesh qé t'i kérkojé né ményré mé
té qéllimshme njerézit pa thirrje. Inkurajojini
dhe ndihmojini ata qé té pérfshihen né veprén e
Peréndisé pér t'i ndihmuar qé té pérgatiten pér
kthimin e Krishtit.

Xhoni nuk ishte aktiv né Kishé kur peshkopi
i tij e vizitoi dhe i tha se Zoti kishte njé puné pér
té pér ta béré. Ai e ftoi Xhonin ta linte duh-
anin. Megjithése Xhoni ishte pérpjekur shumé
heré té ndalonte, kété heré ai ndjeu njé fuqi té
padukshme qé po e ndihmonte.

Vetém tri javé mé voné, presidenti i kunjit u
takua me Xhonin. Ai e thirri pér té shérbyer né
peshkopaté. Xhoni u shtang. Ai i tha presidentit
té kunjit se sapo e kishte 1éné duhanin. Nése kjo
do té thoshte se ai do té duhej té braktiste tra-
ditén e tij pér té ndjekur lojérat e futbollit profe-
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was just too much to ask. The stake president’s
inspired response was simple: “John, I am not
asking you; the Lord is”

To which John replied, “Well, if that is the
case, I will serve”

John told me that these sacrifices to serve
were the spiritual turning points for him and for
his family.

I wonder if we have a blind spot, failing to
extend callings to individuals who, to our mortal
view, appear unlikely or unworthy. Or we may be
more concerned with a culture of performance
than with the doctrine of progression, neglecting
to see how the Savior increases capacity in the
unlikely and the unproven by giving them oppor-
tunities to serve.

Elder David A. Bednar teaches the impor-
tance of the scriptural mandate to “letevery
[woman and] manlearn[their] duty, and to
act”Do we do this? When leaders and parents let
others learn and act for themselves, they blossom
and flourish.While the easier path may be to
give faithful members a second calling, the more
excellent way is to invite the unlikely to serve and
let them learn and grow.

If Christ were physically here, He would visit
the sick, teach the Sunday School class, sit with
the heartbroken young woman, and bless the
children. He can do His own work.But He lives
this principle of letting us act and learn, so He
sends us in His place.

With participation in God’s work comes
“the right, privilege, and responsibility to rep-
resent the Lord [Jesus Christ]”When we serve
to magnify Christ and not ourselves,our service
becomes joyful. When others leave our class,
meeting, ministering visit, or activity remem-
bering Christ more than they remember us, the
work is energizing.

In earnestly seeking to represent the Sav-
ior, we become more like Him.That is the best
preparation for the sacred moment when each of
us will kneel and confess that Jesus is the Christ,
which I witness that He is and that President
Russell M. Nelson is His “voice ... unto the ends
of the earth” to help us “prepare ... for that which
is to come.”In the sacred name of Jesus Christ,
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sionist té dielén, po i kérkohej shumé. Pérgjigjja e
frymézuar e presidentit té kunjit ishte e thjeshté:
“Xhoni, nuk po ta kérkoj uné; po ta kérkon Zoti”.

Sé cilés Xhoni iu pérgjigj: “Po miré, nése
éshté késhtu, uné do té shérbej”.

Xhoni mé tha se kéto sakrifica pér té shér-
byer ishin pika kthese shpirtérore pér té dhe
familjen e tij.

Pyes veten nése ndonjéheré kemi njé fus-
hépamje té bllokuar, duke mos arritur qé t'u
japim thirrje individéve qé, nga piképamja joné
e vdekshme, nuk kané gjasa té shérbejné apo
duken té padenjé. Ose ne mund té shqetésohemi
mé shumé nga mendésia se sa rezultat do té japé,
sesa pér doktrinén e pérparimit, duke 1éné pa
paré ményrén se si e rrit Shpétimtari aftésiné te
njerézit qé nuk kané gjasa té shérbejné dhe jané
té paprovuar duke u dhéné atyre mundési pér té
shérbyer.

Plaku Dejvid A. Bednar jep mésim mbi
réndésiné e mandatit té shkrimeve té shenjta
qé “¢do njeriduhettamésojédetyrén e tij dhe té
veproj€”. A e béjmé ne kété? Kur udhéheqésit dhe
prindérit i 1éné té tjerét t¢ mésojné dhe té vepro-
jné pér veten e tyre, ata zhvillohen dhe lulézojné.
Ndérsa shtegu mé i lehté mund té jeté qé t'u jepet
anétaréve besniké njé thirrje e dyté, ményra mé
e shkélqyer éshté té ftoni ata qé nuk kané gjasa té
shérbejné, dhe ti lini t&€ mésojné e té rriten.

Nése Krishti do té ishte fizikisht kétu, Ai
do té vizitonte té sémurét, do t€ jepte mésim né
klasén e Shkollés té sé Dielés, do té ulej me té
rené zemérthyer dhe do t€ bekonte fémijét. Ai
mund ta béjé veté punén e Tij.Por Ai e jeton kété
parim qé na lejon té veprojmé e mésojmé, né
ményré qé t&€ mund té na dérgojé né vend té Tij.

Me pjesémarrjen né veprén e Peréndisé vjen
“e drejta, privilegji dhe pérgjegjésia pér té pér-
fagésuar Zotin [Jezu Krisht].”Kur shérbejmé pér
té lartésuar Krishtin dhe jo veten toné, shérbimi
yné béhet i gézueshém. Kur té tjerét largohen nga
klasa, mbledhja, vizita pér dhénien e shérbesés
apo aktiviteti yné duke e kujtuar Krishtin mé
shumé sesa na kujtojné ne, vepra pércjell energji.

Duke kérkuar me zell pér ta pérfagésuar
Shpétimtarin, ne béhemi mé shumé si Ai.Kjo
éshté pérgatitja mé e miré pér castin e shenjté kur
secili prej nesh do té gjunjézohet dhe do té rréfejé
se Jezusi éshté Krishti, pér té cilin déshmoj se Ai
éshté dhe se Presidenti Raséll M. Nelson éshté
“zérii[Tij] ... [deri] te fundet e dheut” pér té na
ndihmuar qé té “pérgatit[emi] ... pér até qé do t&
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amen. vijé”. Né emrin e shenjté té Jezu Krishtit, amen.
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