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God trusts you, the children of the covenant, to
help with His work of bringing all His children
safely home to Him.

Elder Stevenson, this is a conference never to
be forgotten.

Our family has always enjoyed a little book
calledChildren’s Letters to God. Here are a few:

“Dear God, instead of letting people die and
having to make new ones, why don't you just
keep the ones you've got right now?”

“How come you only have ten rules, but our
school has millions?”

“Why did you put the tonsils in if youre just
going to take them out again?”

Today there isn’t time to answer alltheseques-
tions, but there is another question I often hear
from young people that I would like to address.
From Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, to Thomas, Idaho,
the question is the same: “Why? Why must Lat-
ter-day Saints live so differently from others?”

I know it’s hard to be different—especially
when you are young and want so badly for other
people to like you. Everyone wants to fit in, and
that desire is magnified to unhealthy proportions
in today’s digital world filled with social media
and cyberbullying.

So, with all that pressure, whydoLatter-day
Saints live so differently? There are many good
answers: Because you are a child of God. Because
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Thugng DE€ tin cdy cdc em, con cdi ciia giao vdc, dé
phu gitip Ngai trong viéc mang tdt cd con cdi ciia
Ngai tré vé nha an toan bén Ngai.

Thua Anh Ca Stevenson, day la mot dai hoi
khong thé quén dugc.

Gia dinh ching t6i lu6n thich doc mot quyén
sach nho c6 tua déNhiing La Thu ctia Tré Em
Gtii Cho Thugng Dé. Day la mot vai vi du:

“Thua Thugng Dé, thay vi d€ cho nguai ta
chét di va tao ra nhiing ngud6i mdi, tai sao Ngai
khong giti lai nhiing nguoi Ngai dang c6 bay
gio?”

“Lam sao ma Ngai chi c6 muoi diéu luét,
trong khi truong cta ching con c6 t6i hang triéu
quy dinh?”

“Tai sao Ngai tao ra ching con c6 cuc
amidan dé€ r6i ching con lai phai 14y n6 ra?”

Ho6m nay ching ta khong c6 thoi gian dé
tra 10i tat ca nhiing cau hdinay, nhung t6i muén
no6i vé mot cau hoi khac ma t6i thudng dugc
nghe ti nhiing ngudi tré tudi. Du la ti tha
do6 Ulaanbaatar & Mong C4, hay tu thanh pho
Thomas & tiéu bang Idaho, thi cau hoi cac em dat
ra van giong nhau: “Tai sao? Tai sao Cac Thanh
Hiiu Ngay Sau phai song qua khac biét véi nhiing
ngudi khac?”

Toi biét viéc khac biét that sy rat kho, nhat
la khi cac em con tré va cuc ky muon nguoi khac
thich minh. Ai cling muon dugc hoa nhép, va
mong mudn do bi thdi phong 1én mot cach phu
phiém trong thé gisi ky thuat s6 day ray nhiing
phuong tién truyén thong xa hoi va nan bat nat
lan tran trén mang ngay nay.

Vay thi, véi tat ca nhiing ap luc do, tai sao
Céc Thanh Hiiu Ngay Sauvansong qué khac biét?
Co rat nhiéu cau tra 1oi hay: B6i vi cac em la con
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you have been saved for the last days. Because
you are a disciple of Jesus Christ.

But those answers don’t always set you apart.
Everyone is a child of God. Everyone on earth
right now was sent here in the latter days. And
yet not everyone lives the Word of Wisdom or
law of chastity the way you striveto. There are
many valiant disciples of Christ who are not
members of this Church. But they do not serve
missions and perform ordinances in houses of
the Lord on behalf of ancestors like you do. There
must be more to it—and there is.

Today I would like to focus on an additional
reason that has been meaningful in my life. In
1988 a young Apostle named Russell M. Nelson
gave an address at Brigham Young University
called “Thanks for the Covenant.’In it, then-El-
der Nelson explained that when we use our mor-
al agency to make and keep covenants with God,
we become heirs of the everlasting covenant God
has made with our forebearers in every dispen-
sation. Said another way, we become “children
of the covenant.” That sets us apart. That gives us
access to the same blessings our forefathers and
foremothers received, including a birthright.

Birthright! You may have heard that word.
We even sing hymns about it: “O youth of the
noble birthright, carry on, carry on, carry on!”It’s
a compelling word. But what does it mean?

In Old Testament times if a father passed
away, his birthright son was responsible for
the care of his mother and sisters. His brothers
received their inheritance and left to make their
way in the world, but the birthright son did not
go anywhere. He would marry and have his own
family, but he would stay until the end of his days
to govern the affairs of his father’s estate.Because
of this added responsibility, he was given an add-
ed measure of the inheritance. Was leading and
caring for others too much to ask? Not when you
consider the additional inheritance he was given.
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cai ctia Thugng Dé. B&i vi cac em dugc sinh ra
ddc biét cho nhiing ngay sau ciing. Bi vi cac em
la moén do6 ctia Chua Gié Su Ky To.

Nhung nhiing cau tra 16i nay khong phai luc
nao cling biét riéng cac em véi thé gian. Tat ca
moi nguoi déu la con cdi ctia Thugng Dé. Tat ca
moi nguoi dang c6 mat trén thé gian bay gio déu
dugc gtii xuoéng day trong nhiing ngay sau. Tuy
nhién, khong phai ai ciing nd lyc song theo Loi
Thong Sang hay luat trinh khiét giong nhu cac
em. Nhiéu mon d6 ding cam cta Dang Ky To
khong phai la tin hiiu ctia Gido Hoi nay. Nhung
ho khong di phuc vu truyén giao va thuc hién cac
gido lé trong nhiing ngdi nha ctia Chua thay cho
td tién nhu cdc em. Va that sy con nhiéu diéu
khac biét niia.

Hom nay, t6i muon tép trung vao mot ly
do ntia rat c6 y nghia trong cudc sdng ctia toi.
Vao nam 1988, Vi St Do tré tudi ¢ tén Russell
M. Nelson da c6 mdt bai néi chuyén & truong
Brigham Young University mang tua dé “Nho Co
Giao UGc”Luc d6, Anh Ca Nelson da gidi thich
rang khi ching ta stt dung quyén tu quyét vé mit
dao dtic ctia minh dé lap va tuén giti cac giao udc
v6i Thugng D¢, chung ta tré thanh nhiing nguoi
thtia ké theo giao udc vinh ctiu ma Thugng D&
da lap véi cac t6 phu ctia chiing ta trong moi gian
ky. No6i cach khac, chung ta tré thanh “con cai
ctia giao udc”’Diéu do biét riéng ching ta. Diéu
do gitp chung ta ti€p can dugc cac phudc lanh
giong véi nhiing gi ma cac t6 phu va t6 mau da
nhan dugc, ké cad mot quyén thua ké.

Véng, quyén thtia ké!Cac em c6 1é da nghe tu
nay roi. Chung ta tham chi con ¢ bai thanh ca
vé né: “Oi gidi tré v6i quyén thiia ké cao quy, hay
ti€p tuc tién budc 1én phia trusc!”Po 1a mot tu
nghe rat hdp dan. Nhung n6 cé y nghia gi?

Trong thai Cyu Udc, néu ngudi cha qua doi,
thi nguoi con trai c6 quyén thtia ké, con goi la
quyén trudng nam, sé chiu trach nhiém cham
s6c cho me va cac chi em gai ctia minh. Cac em
trai cia ngudi nay sau khi nhan phan thiia ké
ctia minh sé di ra thé gi6i d€ chiing to ban thén,
nhung ngudi c6 quyén truéng nam thi khong di
dau ca. Nguoi dy sé két hon, lap gia dinh, nhung
van & lai cho dén hét doi d€ quan ly tai san cua
cha minh.Béi vi phai ganh vac thém trach nhiém
nay, nén nguoi nay dugc chia phan thiia ké nhiéu
hon. Viéc phai diing dau va cham séc cho gia
dinh c6 phai la mot su doi hoi qua mtc khong?
Khoéng dau, néu cac em tinh dén phén thtia ké
ma nguoi dy dugc nhan thém.
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Today we are not talking about your birth
order in earthly families or Old Testament gen-
der roles. We are talking about the inheritance
you receive as a joint heir with Christbecause
of the covenant relationship you have chosen to
enter with Him and your Father in Heaven. Is
it too much for God to expect you to live differ-
ently than His other children so you can better
lead and serve them? Not when you consider the
blessings—both temporal and spiritual—that you
have been given.

Does your birthright mean you are better
than others? No, but it does mean you are expect-
ed to help others be better. Does your birthright
mean you are chosen? Yes,but not chosen to rule
over others; you are chosen to serve them.Is your
birthright evidence of God’s love? Yes, but more
important, it is evidence of His trust.

It is one thing to be loved and another thing
entirely to be trusted. In theFor the Strength of
Youthguide, we read: “Your Father in Heaven
trusts you. He has given you great blessings,
including the fulness of the gospel and sacred
ordinances and covenants that bind you to Him
and bring His power into your life. With those
blessings comes added responsibility. He knows
you can make a difference in the world, and that
requires, in many cases, being different from the
world”

Our mortal experience could be compared
to a cruise ship on which God has sent all His
children as they journey from one shore to an-
other. The voyage is filled with opportunities to
learn, grow, be happy, and progress, but it is also
tull of dangers. God loves all His children and is
concerned about their welfare. He does not want
to lose any of them, so He invites those who are
willingto become members of His crew—that’s
you. Because of your choice to make and keep
covenants, He offers you His trust. He trusts you
to be different, peculiar, and set apartbecause of
the important work He trusts you to do.
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Hom nay, chiing ta khong néi dén viéc cac
em la con trudng hay con thi trong gia dinh
tran thé, ciing khong ban dén cac vai tro theo
gidi tinh trong thai Cyu UGc. Ching ta néi vé
quyén thtia ké ma cac em nhén dugc véi tu cach
la nguoi dong ké tu véi Bang Ky Tonho moi
quan hé giao udc ma cac em da chon dé thiét
lap v6i Ngai va Cha Thién Thugng ctia cac em.
Viéc Thugng D€ ky vong cac em song khac véi
nhiing con cdi khac ctia Ngai d€ cac em c6 thé
hudng dan va phuc vu ho t6t hon, cé phai la qua
muic khong? Khong dau, néu cac em tinh dén cac
phudéc lanh, ca vé mit thé tuc 1an thudc linh, ma
cac em duogc ban cho.

Quyeén thtia ké ctia cac em c6 nghia la cac
em tot hon nhiing nguoi khac phai khong?
Khoéng dau, nhung né c¢é nghia la cac em dugc
ky vong gitp d6 nhiing nguoi khac tré nén tot
hon. Quyén thtia ké ctia cac em c6 nghia la cac
em la nhling nguoi dugc chon phai khong? Pung
vay,nhung khong phai dugc chon dé€ thong tri
ngudi khac; ma cac em duge chon d€ phuc vu
ho.Quyén thtia ké ctia cac em la bang chiing vé
tinh thuong yéu cua Thugng D€ phai khong?
bung véy, nhung quan trong hon hét, n6 1a bang
chiing vé sy tin cdy ctia Ngai.

Viéc dugc yéu thuong va viéc dugc tin cay la
hai diéu hoan toan khac nhau. Trong sach huéng
danCé Vi Stic Manh cua Gidi Tré, ching ta doc
dugc rang: “Cha Thién Thugng tin ciy noi em.
Ngai da ban cho em nhiing phudc lanh to 16n,
bao gdm phic 4m tron ven va cac gido 1é va giao
udc thiéng liéng ma sé rang budc em véi Ngai
va mang quyén nang ctia Ngai vao trong cudc
song ctia em. Di cling v6i nhiing phudc lanh nay
la trach nhiém b6 sung. Ngai biét em c6 thé tao
ra su khac biét trong thé gian, va diéu do trong
nhiéu trudng hop doi hoi em phai khac biét so
voi thé gian”

Kinh nghiém tran thé ctia ching ta c6 thé
dugc vi nhu mot chiéc du thuyén noi Thugng Dé
gl gdm tdt ca cac con cai ctia Ngai khi ho hanh
trinh tit bo bién nay sang b bién khac. Chuyén
di nay ngap tran cac co hoi d€ hoc hoi, khon 16n,
hanh phuc, va tién trién, nhung né ciing c6 day
hiém nguy. Thugng Dé€ yéu thuong hét thay con
cai cia Ngai, va quan tdm dén su an lac cua ho.
Ngai khong mu6n mat di bat ky ai, vi thé, Ngai
mdi goi nhiing ngudi san longtrd thanh nhiing
thanh vién trong thuy tht doan ctia Ngai—chinh
la cdc em d6. Bai vi cdc em da chon dé lap va
tuan gifi cac giao udc, nén Ngai mdi tin cay cac
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Think of it! God trusts you—of all the people
on the earth, the children of the covenant, His
crew members—to help with His work of bring-
ing all His children safely home to Him. No won-
der President Brigham Young once said, “All the
angels in heaven are looking at this little handful
of people”

When you look around on this cruise ship
called earth, you might see other people sitting
in lounge chairs drinking, gambling in casinos,
wearing clothing that is too revealing, scroll-
ing endlessly on cell phones, and wasting too
much time playing electronic games. But instead
of wondering, “Why can'tldo that?,” you can
remember that you are not an ordinary passen-
ger. You are a member of the crew. You have
responsibilities that passengers do not have. As
SisterArdeth Kapp once said, “You can't be a
life[guard] if you look like all the other swim-
mers on the beach.”

And before you become discouraged by all
the extra obligations, please remember that crew
members receive something the other passengers
do not: compensation.Elder Neil L. Andersen has
said, “There is a compensatory spiritual power
for the righteous,” including “greater assurance,
greater confirmation, and greater confidence.”-
Like Abraham of old, you receive greater happi-
ness and peace, greater righteousness, and great-
er knowledge.Your compensation is not merely a
mansion in heaven and streets paved with gold.
It would be easy for Heavenly Father to simply
give you all that He has. His desire is to help you
become all that He is.Thus, your commitments
demand more of you because that is how God is
making more of you.

>«

It’s “a lot to ask of anyone, but you're not just
anyone”!You are youth of the noble birthright.
Your covenant relationship with God and Jesus
Christ is a relationship of love and trustin which
you have access to a greater measure of Their
grace—Their divine assistance, endowment of
strength, and enabling power.That power is not
just wishful thinking, a lucky charm, or self-ful-
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em. Ngai tin cay cac em sé khac biét, ddc biét, va
dugc biét riéngbdi vi cong viéc quan trong ma
Ngai tin cdy d€ giao cho cdc em lam.

Hay suy nghi vé diéu d6! Thugng D€ tin cay
cac em gitia bao ngudi dang song trén thé gian,
cac em la con cai ctia giao udc, thuy tht doan
cua Ngai, d€ phu giap Ngai trong viéc mang tat
ca con cai cua Ngai trd vé nha an toan bén Ngai.
Khong c6 gi la khi Chu Tich Brigham Young da
ndi: “Tat ca cac thién than trén troi déu dang doi
theo s6 nguai it 6i nay”

Khi nhin quanh chiéc du thuyén mang tén
trai dat, c6 lé cac em sé thay nhiing nguoi khac
dang nam dai trén ghé ma uéng rugu, danh bac
trong song bai, an mdc hé hang, luét dién thoai
khong ngting nghi, va phi pham qud nhiéu thoi
gian chi d€ choi tro choi dién tii. Nhung thay vi
thac mac “Tai saotoikhong thé lam diéu d6?”, cac
em c6 thé ghi nhé rang minh khong phai la mot
hanh khach binh thuong. Cac em la mot thanh
vién trong thiy thu doan. Cac em c6 nhiing
trach nhiém ma cac hanh khach khong cé. Nhu
Chi Ardeth Kapp tling néi: “Cac em khong thé 1a
mot nguidi ciiu ho néu cac em trong giong nhu
nhiing ngudi dang boi 16i trén bai bién”

Va trudc khi cac em cam thdy chan nan vi
cac nghia vu phai ganh vac thém nay, xin nhé
rang thay thtt doan nhan dugc diéu ma cac hanh
khéach khac khong cé: su bu dap.Anh Ca Neil
L. Andersen ndi raing “Ngudi ngay chinh dugc
bu dap bang mot quyén nang thudc linh,” gobm
¢6 “su ddm bao manh mé hon, su xdc nhan ro
rang hon, va sy tin tuéng viing chac hon”Giéng
nhu Ap Ra Ham thdi xua, cidc em nhan dugc
nhiéu hanh phuc va binh an hon, c6 thém sy
ngay chinh va su hiéu biét hon.Cac em dugc
bu dip khong chi bang mét can nha trén troi
v6i cac con duodng lat vang. Rat dé dang dé Cha
Thién Thugng ban cho cac em moi di€u Ngai cé.
Nhung udc mudn ctia Ngai la giup cac em trg
nén hoan toan giong nhu Ngai.Do d6, nhiing
cam két ctia cic em doi héi nhiéu hon & cac em
bdi vi d6 la cach Thugng D€ khai pha tiém ning
clia cac em.

“V6i mot nguoi binh thuong, do 1a mot
su doi hoi qua nhiéu, nhung cdc em khong
phai vay!"Cac em la gidi tré v6i quyén thiia ké
cao quy. Méi quan hé giao udc ctia cac em véi
Thugng D€ va Chua Gié Su Ky To la mot mai
quan hé day yéu thuong, tin caycho phép cac em
tiép can an dién déi dao cua hai Ngai: sy ho trg
thiéng liéng, stic manh dugc ban cho tii trén cao,
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filling prophecy. It isreal.

As you fulfill your birthright responsibilities,
you are never alone. The Lord of the vineyard
labors with you.You are working hand in hand
with Jesus Christ. With each new covenant—and
as your relationship with Him deepens—you
hold each other tighter and tighter until you are
firmly clasped together.In that sacred symbol of
His grace, you will find both the desire and the
strength to live exactly how the Savior lived—dit-
ferently from the world. You've got this because
Jesus Christ has got you!

In2 Nephi 2:6we read, “Wherefore, redemp-
tion cometh in and through the Holy Messiah;
for he is full of grace and truth.” Because He is
full of truth, He sees you as you really are—flaws,
weaknesses, regrets, and all. Because He is full of
grace, He sees you as you really can be. He meets
you where you are and helps you repent and
improve, overcome and become.

“O youth of the noble birthright, carry on,
carry on, carry on!”T testify that you are loved—
and you are trusted—today, in 20 years, and
forever. Don't sell your birthright for a mess of
pottage.Don’t trade everything for nothing.Don’t
let the world change you when you were born to
change the world. In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.

Page5 — Not an official publication

va quyén nang lam cho c6 kha nang tl hai Ngai.
Quyén nang dé khong phai la mot sy mong cau
vién vong, mot 1a bua may man, hodc su tu ky
am thi. Quyén nang décé that.

Khi lam tron trach nhiém theo quyén thuia
ké ctia minh, cac em sé khong bao gio don doc.
Chua vuon dang lao nhoc cung cac em.Cac em
dang chung tay lam viéc cung Chua Gié Su Ky
T6. Vi moi giao udc mdi, va khi méi quan hé
gitia cac em va Ngai trd nén sau sac hon, cac em
sé cang gan bo chat ché véi Ngai cho dén khi
hiép thanh mét v6i Ngai. Trong biéu tugng thiéng
liéng do6 vé an dién ctia Ngai, cac em sé tim théy
ca udc muodn lan stic manh dé séng ding theo
cach bang Ctiu Roéi da sdng, mot cach khac biét
v6i thé gian. Cac em sé lam dugc nhu vay vi
Chua Gié Su Ky T6 dang ho trg cac em!

Trong2 Né Phi 2:6chuing ta doc rdng: “Vay
nén, su ctiu chudc sé dén trong va qua bang Mé
Si Thanh; vi Ngai day an dién va 1é that” Bdi vi
Ngai day 1é that, nén Ngai nhin thay con nguoi
chan that cta cac em, v6i nhiing thiéu sot, yéu
kém, héi tiéc, va tat ca nhiing diéu khac. B&i vi
Ngai ddy an dién, nén Ngai nhin ra con nguoi ma
cac em that su c6 thé tré thanh. Ngai dén véi cac
em & hién tai va giup cac em hoi cai va cai thién,
vugt qua ban than minh va dat dén tiém nang
ctia minh.

“Oi gidi tré v6i quyén thita ké cao quy, hay
ti€p tuc tién budc 1én phia trudc!”Toi lam chiing
rang cac em dugc yéu thuong, va cac em dugc
tin cdy hom nay, trong 20 nam t&i, va mai mai.
buing ban quyén thuia ké ctia cac em dé doi lay
mot chén canh phan d4u.biing d6i diéu quy gia
dé lay su hu khong.Dling d€ thé gian thay déi cac
em trong khi cac em dugc sinh ra d€ thay déi thé
gian. Trong ton danh cta Chua Gié Su Ky To, A
Men.
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