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Christ’s charity—evident in complete loyalty to
divine will—persisted and continues to persist.

It is the Sabbath day, and we have gathered
to speak of Christ and Him crucified. I know that
my Redeemer lives.

Consider this scene from the last week of
Jesus’s mortal life. A multitude had gathered,
including Roman soldiers armed with staves
and strapped with swords. Led by officers from
the chief priests who had torches in hand, this
earnest company wasnotoff to conquer a city.
Tonight they were looking for only one man, a
man not known to carry a weapon, receive mili-
tary training, or engage in physical combat at any
time in His entire life.

As the soldiers approached, Jesus, in an effort
to protect His disciples, stepped forth and said,
“Whom seek ye?” They replied, “Jesus of Naza-
reth” Jesus said, “I am he. ... As soon ... as he
had said unto them, I am he, they went back-
ward, and fell to the ground.”

To me, that is one of the most stirring lines
in all of scripture. Among other things, it tells me
straightforwardly thatjust being in the presenceof
the Son of God—the great Jehovah of the Old
Testament and Good Shepherd of the New, who
bears no weapons of any kind—thatjust hear-
ing the voiceof this Refuge from the Storm, this
Prince of Peace, is enough to send antagonists
stumbling into retreat, piling them in a jumble,
making the whole group wish they had been
assigned kitchen duty that night.
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Long bdc di ctia Ddng Ky To—Ila hién nhién qua
long trung thanh tuyét déi véi y mudn cua Thugng
Dé—van ton tai va tiép tuc ton tai.

Hom nay la ngay Sa Bat, va chung ta da quy
tu lai dé no6i vé Bang Ky To6 va viéc Ngai bi dong
dinh. Téi biét rang Dang Ctiu Chudc cta toi
héang song.

Hay suy ngdm vé canh tugng nay vao tuin
1€ cudi cung trong cudc séng tran thé ctia Chua
Gié Su. Mot dam dong da tu tap lai, ké ca nhiing
ngudi linh La Ma dugc trang bi gay va deo guom.
Dbugc dan d4u bai cac vién chiic do cac thay té1é
ca sai dén, véi dudc trong tay, doan ngudi ham
hé naykhongdi xam chiém mdt thanh nao ca.Ma
toi nay, ho chi di tim mot ngudi, mot ngudi dugc
biét la khong mang vii khi, khong dugc huan
luyén quén sy, hodc khong tling tham gia tran
chién nao trong suét cudc doi ctia Ngai.

Khi nhiing ngudi linh tién dén gan, Chaa
Gié Su, trong n6 luc bao vé cac mon d6 ctia Ngai,
da budc ra va néi: “Cac nguoi tim ai?” Ho dap:
“Tim Gié Su ngudi Na Xa Rét” Chua Gié Su
phan: “Chinh ta day. ... Vlia khi ... Ngai phan
cung ho, chinh ta day, thi ho ben thoi lui va té
xuong dat”

Déi voi toi, do la mdt trong nhiing cau gay
4n tugng nhat trong khap thanh thu. Ngoai
nhiing diéu khac, cdu do cho toi hiéu ro rangchi
can 6 trong su hién diénctia Con Trai Thugng
bé—Dtic Gié Ho Va vi dai ctia Kinh Cyu Uéc
va D4dng Chin Hién Lanh ctia Kinh Tan Udc, la
bang khong mang bat cti loai vii khi nao—va
rangchi can nghe tiéng noicta Noi Tra An Khoi
Bao T6, Hoang Tt Binh An, la da d€ khién
nhiing ké dich luéng cuéng rut lui, té nga lén
nhau va lam cho ca nhém uéc gi ho dugc giao
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Just a few days earlier, when He had entered
the city triumphantly, “all the city was moved,”
the scripture says, asking, “Who is this?”I can
only imagine that “Who is this?” is the question
those muddled soldiers were now asking!

Theanswerto that question could not have
been in His looks, for Isaiah had prophesied
some seven centuries earlier that “he hath no
form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him,
there is no beauty that we should desire him.It
certainly wasn’t in His polished wardrobe or His
great personal wealth, of which He had neither.
It could not be from any professional training
in the local synagogues because we have no
evidence that He ever studied at any of them,
though even in His youth He could confound su-
perbly prepared scribes and lawyers, astonishing
them with His doctrine “as one having authority”

From that teaching in the temple to His
triumphant entry into Jerusalem and this final,
unjustifiable arrest, Jesus was routinely placed
in difficult, often devious situations in which He
was always triumphant—victories for which we
have no explanation except divine DNA.

Yet down through history many have simpli-
fied, even trivialized our image of Him and His
witness of who He was. They have reduced His
righteousness to mere prudishness, His justice to
mere anger, His mercy to mere permissiveness.
We must not be guilty of such simplistic versions
of Him that conveniently ignore teachings we
finduncomfortable. This “dumbing down” has
been true even regarding His ultimate defining
virtue, His love.

During His mortal mission, Jesus taught that
there were two great commandments. They have
been taught in this conference and will forever
be taught: “Love the Lord thy God [and] love
thy neighbour as thyself”If we are to follow the
Savior faithfully in these two crucial and inex-
tricably linked rules, we ought to hold firmly to
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cho nhiém vu ndu an vao dém do thay vi di bat
Chua.

Chi mot vai ngay trudc do, khi Ngai tién
vao thanh mdt cach vinh quang, thanh thu chép
rang: “ca thanh déu x6n xao,” va hoi: “Nguoi
nay la ai?”Toi chi c6 thé tudng tugng rang cau
“Nguoi nay la ai?” 1a cau hdi ma nhiing nguoi
linh bi réi tri kia dang hoi!

Cautra loicho cau hoi d6 khong thé nam &
vé bé ngoai ctia Ngai, vi E Sai da tién tri khoang
bay thé ky trudc d6 ring “Ngudi chdng c6 hinh
dung, chang c6 su dep dé; khi chting ta thiy
ngudi, khong cd su tot dep cho chung ta ua thich
dugc’Chéc chan la cau tra 161 khong nam & bo
quan 4o hao nhoang hay tai san ca nhéan do so,
bai Ngai khong hé cé gi ca. N6 khong thé dén tu
bat cu su dao tao chuyén nghiép nao trong cac
gidao duong dia phuong vi ching ta khong co
béang chiing nao cho thay ring Ngai tting hoc &
bat cu gido dudng nao, mdc du khi con nho, Ngai
da c6 thé 1lam boi roi cac thay thong gido va luét
gia dugc dao tao ky ludng, khién ho kinh ngac
voi gido ly ctia Ngai “nhu mot ngudi c6 thadm
quyén.”

Tt 161 giang day trong dén tho cho dén cudc
tién vao thanh Gié Ru Sa Lem day vinh quang
cua Ngai va cudc bit giti cudi cung day vo ly nay,
Chua Gié Su thuong xuyén bi ddt vao nhiing tinh
huong kho khan, thuong la dday muu mo nhung
Ngai lu6n chién thang—nhiing chién thing ma
ching ta khong c6 16i giai thich nao ngoai trit
thién tinh cua Ngai.

Tuy nhién, trong suét chiéu dai lich s, nhiéu
ngudi da don gian hda, tham chi tdm thuong
héa hinh anh ctia Ngai va 16i chiing ctia Ngai vé
Ngai la ai. Ho da ha thap sy ngay chinh cua Ngai
xudng chi con la su gia tao, su cong bang ctia
Ngai chi con la sy ttic gian, long thuong x4t cua
Ngai chi con la su dé dai. Ching ta khong nén
pham 16i vi nhiing hinh dnh don gian nhu vay
vé Ngai ma tuy tién boé qua nhiing 16i day khién
chung ta cam thay khong thoai mai. Tinh trang
“don gian héa” nay xay ra ngay ca doi véi diic
hanh quan trong tot bac ctia Ngai, d6 la tinh yéu
thuong cua Ngai.

Trong sué6t st ménh tran thé ctia Ngai, Chua
Gié Su da day rang c6 hai gido 1énh 16n. Hai gido
1énh 16n nay da dugc day trong dai hoi nay va sé
dugc day mai mai: “Hay yéu mén Chua Thugng
Dé ctia nguoi [va] yéu ké lan can nhu minh”Néu
mudn noi theo Bang Ctiu Réi mot cach thanh
tin trong hai nguyén tic quan trong va dugc lién
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what Heactuallysaid. And what Heactuallysaid
was, “If ye love me, keep my commandments”’On
that same evening, He said we were to “love one
another; as I have loved you”

In those scriptures, those qualifying phrases
defining true, Christlike love—sometimes re-
ferred to as charity—are absolutely essential.

What do they define? How did Jesus love?

First, He loved with “all [of His] heart, might,
mind and strength,’giving Him the ability to heal
the deepest pain and declare the hardest reality.
In short, He is one who could administer grace
and insist on truth at the same time.As Lehi said
in his blessing to his son Jacob, “Redemption
cometh in and through the Holy Messiah; for
he is full of grace and truth”’His love allows an
encouraging embrace when it is needed and a
bitter cup when it has to be swallowed. So we try
to love—with all of our heart, might, mind, and
strength—Dbecause that is the way He loves us.

The second characteristic of Jesus’s divine
charity was His obedience toevery wordthat
proceeded from God’s mouth,always aligning
His will and behavior with that of His Heavenly
Father.

When He arrived on the Western Hemi-
sphere following His Resurrection, Christ said
to the Nephites: “Behold, I am Jesus Christ. ...

I have drunk out of that bitter cup which the
Father hath given me, ... in the which I have
suffered the will of the Father ... from the begin-
ning”

Of the myriad ways He could have intro-
duced Himself, Jesus did soby declaring His
obedience to the will of the Father—never mind
that not long before in His hour of greatest need,
this Only Begotten Son of God had felt totally
abandoned by His Father.Christ’s charity—evi-
dent in complete loyalty to divine will—persisted
and continues to persist, not just through the
easy and comfortable days but especially through
the darkest and most difficult ones.

<« ». .
Jesus was “a man of sorrows, the scriptures
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két chit ché nay, thi ching ta phai ndm viing
diéu Ngai dathuc suphan. Va diéu Ngai dathuc
suphan la: “Néu cac nguoi yéu mén ta thi git gin
cac diéu ran ta”Cing vao budi t6i do, Ngai da
phan la: cac nguoi phai “yéu nhau, nhu ta da yéu
cac nguoi.”

Trong cac cau thanh thu dé, nhiing cum ti
b nghia cho tinh yéu thuong dich thuc, giong
nhu Dang Ky To—doi khi dugc goi 1a long bac
ai—la hoan toan can thiét.

Cac cum tu nay xac dinh diéu gi? Chua Gié
Su Ky To da yéu thuong nhu thé nao?

Trudc hét, Ngai da yéu thuong véi “tat ca
tam long, nang luc, tdm tri va stic manh [cta
Ngai], nho vay Ngai méi cé dugc kha ning chita
lanh ndi dau khé cung cuc nhét va néi 1én nhiing
1é that khé chap nhan nhat. Tom lai, Ngai la
béng co6 thé cing mdt luc ban cho an dién va doi
hoi 1€ that.Nhu Lé Hi da néi khi ban phuéc cho
con trai minh la Gia Cép: “Su ctiu chudc sé dén
trong va qua Dang Mé Si Thanh; vi Ngai day an
dién va lé that” Tinh yéu thuong ctia Ngai cho
phép mot cai 6m khich 1é khi can va mot chén
dang khi phai uéng. Vi véy, chiing ta hay c6 gang
yéu thuong—vdi tat ca tdm long, nang luc, tam
tri va stic manh ctia minh—vi dé 1a cach Ngai
yéu thuong chung ta.

bac diém thi hai cua long béc i thiéng liéng
ctia Chua Gié Su la sy vang phuc ctia Ngai doi
v6imoi 16iboi miéng ctia Thugng D€ ma ra,luén
luon lam cho y mudn va hanh vi cia Ngai phu
hop v6i y muon cua Cha Thién Thugng.

Khi Ngai dén Tay Ban Cau sau khi phuc sinh,
bang Ky To da phan véi dan Né Phi: “Nay, ta la
Gié Su Ky To. ... Ta da udéng can chén dang ma
Dtc Chua Cha da ban cho ta, ... va khi lam viéc
ay la ta da cam chiu theo y mudn ctia Btic Chua
Cha ... ti lac ban dau”

Trong v6 s6 cach ma Ngai c6 thé tu gisi
thiéu, Chua Gié Su da choncach tuyén phan sy
vang phuc ctia Ngai theo y muo6n cua biic Chua
Cha—cho du khong lau trude d6, trong gio phut
tuyét vong nhat ctia Ngai, Con Doc Sinh cua
Thugng D€ da cam thdy bi Cha Ngai bo roi hoan
toan.Long bac ai ctia B4ang Ky To—Ia hién nhién
qua long trung thanh tuyét d6i véi y mudn ctia
Thugng Dé—da ton tai va ti€p tuc ton tai, khong
chi trong nhiing ngay dé dang va thoai mai ma
dac biét con trong nhiing ngay den t6i va kho
khan nhat.

Thanh thu ghi chép rang Chua Gié Su “tling
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say. He experienced sadness, fatigue, disappoint-
ment, and excruciating loneliness. In these and in
all times, Jesus’s love faileth not, and neither does
His Father’s. With such mature love—the kind
that exemplifies, empowers, and imparts—ours
will not fail either.

So, if sometimes the harder you try, the more
difficult it seems to get; if, just as you try to work
on your limitations and your shortcomings,
you find someone or something determined to
challenge your faith; if, as you labor devotedly,
you still feel moments of fear wash over you,
remember that it has been so for some of the
most faithful and marvelous people in every era
of time. Also remember that there is a force in
the universe determined to opposeevery good
thingyou try to do.

So, through abundance as well as poverty,
through private acclaim as well as public crit-
icism, through the divine elements of the Res-
toration as well as the human foibles that will
inevitably be part of it,we stay the course withthe
true Church of Christ. Why? Because as with our
Redeemer, we signed on for the whole term—not
ending with the first short introductory quiz but
through to the final exam. The joy in this is that
the Headmaster gave us all open-book answers-
before the course began. Furthermore, we have a
host of tutors who remind us of these answers at
regular stops along the way. But of course, none
of this works if we keep cutting class.

“Whom seek ye?” With all our hearts we
answer, “Jesus of Nazareth.” When He says, “I
am he,’we bow our knee and confess with our
tongue that He is the living Christ, that He alone
atoned for our sins, that He was carrying us even
when we thought He had abandoned us. When
we stand before Him and see the wounds in His
hands and feet, we will begin to comprehend
what it meant for Himto bear our sins and be ac-
quainted with grief, to be completely obedient to
the will of His Father—all out of pure love for us.
To introduce others to faith, repentance, baptism,
the gift of the Holy Ghost, and receiving our
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trai su buon buc,” Ngai trai qua ndi uu phién,

su mét moi, ndi thit vong va canh c6 don cling
cyc. Trong nhiing thoi diém nay va trong moi
thoi diém, tinh yéu thuong ctia Chuta Gié Su,
cting nhu ctia Cha Ngai, ching hé hu mét. Véi
tinh yéu thuong tron ven nhu vay—Iloai tinh yéu
thuong tiéu bi€u, mang dén stic manh va dugc
phd bién—tinh yéu thuong ctia chung ta ciing sé
chang hé hu mét.

Vi véy, néu do6i khi anh chi em cang ¢6 ging,
ma duong nhu lai cang gap kho khan hon; néu
ngay khi vita méi c6 gang khac phuc nhiing gi6i
han va khuyét diém cta minh, ma anh chi em lai
thay ai d6 hodc diéu gi d6 quyét tam thach thic
duc tin cta minh; néu anh chi em lam viéc cat
luc ma van cam thay nhiing gidy phat s¢ hai ap
dén minh, thi hay nhé rang diéu do da tiing xay
ra v6i mot s6 ngudi vo cung thanh tin va tuyét
voi trong moi thoi dai. Cling hay nhé rang c6
mot thé luc trong v tru quyét tam chong laimoi
diéu t6t depma anh chi em c¢6 gang lam.

Vi vay, trong hoan canh sung tic ciing nhu
ngheo khé, trong 161 khen nggi cho riéng mot ca
nhan cting nhu 16i chi trich cong khai, trong cac
yéu t6 thiéng liéng ctia Sy Phuc Hoi cling nhu
nhiing nhugc diém ctia con ngudi ma chac chan
sé la mot phan ctia Su Phuc Hoi d6,chung ta van
cti tiép tuc thanh tin v6iGido Hoi chin chinh cta
bang Ky To. Tai sao? Bdi vi giong nhu Pang Ciliu
Chugc, ching ta da cam két sé theo hét khoa
hoc—cht khong phai két thic & mot bai kiém tra
dau khoa ngan ngti, ma la phai kién tri cho dén
hét ky thi cudi khéa. Diéu vui miling & day la Vi
Hiéu Truéng da cho tit ca chung ta cac cau tra
16i c6 san trong sachtrudce khi khoa hoc bat dau.
Hon niia, ching ta c6 rat nhiéu gia su thuong
xuyén nhic lai nhiing cau tra 16i d6 trong khi
hoc. Nhung di nhién, khong cé cach nao trong
s0 nay la hiiu hiéu néu ching ta ct tron hoc.

“Cac nguoi tim ai?” Chung ta dong long
dap: “Gié Su nguoi Na Xa Rét” Khi Ngai phan:
“Chinh ta day;’thi ching ta quy xuong va cat
tiéng thiia nhén rdng Ngai la Pang Ky T6 hang
song, rang chi minh Ngai da chudc t6i 16i cta
ching ta, rang Ngai da mang vac chung ta ngay
ca khi chiing ta nghi rang Ngai da bo roi chiung
ta. Khi dling trudc Ngai va nhin thay nhiing vét
thuong trén tay va chian Ngai, thi chiing ta sé bat
dau th4u hi€u y nghia ctia viéc Ngaiganh t6i 16i
cua ching ta va nhén ldy nhiing sau khé, dé hoan
toan vang phuc y mudn ctia Cha Ngai—tat ca
déu la ti tinh yéu thuong thanh khiét danh cho
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blessings in the house of the Lord—these are the
fundamental“principles and ordinances”that ulti-
mately reveal our love of God and neighbor and
joyfully characterize the true Church of Christ.

Brothers and sisters, I testify that The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the vehicle
God has provided for our exaltation. The gospel
it teaches is true, and the priesthood legitimiz-
ing it is not derivative. I testify that Russell M.
Nelson is a prophet of our God, as His predeces-
sors were and as His successors will be. And one
day that prophetic guidance will lead a genera-
tion to see our Messenger of Salvation descend
like “lightning ... out of the east,’and we will
exclaim, “Jesus of Nazareth.” With arms forever
outstretched and love unfeigned, He will reply, “I
am he’I so promise with the apostolic power and
authority of His holy name, even Jesus Christ,
amen.
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chung ta. D€ gidi thiéu nhiing ngudi khac vé dic
tin, sy hoi cai, phép bap tém, 4n td Dic Thanh
Linh, va ti€p nhén cac phudc lanh ctia chung ta
trong nha ctia Chua—day la cac “nguyén tac va
gido 1&’nén tang, ma cudi cung cho théy tinh yéu
thuong cua chung ta d6i véi Thugng D€ va nguoi
lan can ctia ching ta, va cling han hoan tiéu biéu
cho Giao Hoi chan chinh ctia Bang Ky To.

Thua anh chi em, tdi lam chiing rang Gido
Hoi Cac Thanh Hiiu Ngay Sau ctia Chua Gié Su
Ky T6 la phuong tién ma Thugng Dé da ban cho
vi sy ton cao clia chung ta. Phic am ma Gido
Hoi giang day 1a chan chinh, va chtic tu t€ hop
phap hoa phic am do la truc tiép tii Thuogng Dé
ma dén. To6i lam chiing rang Russell M. Nelson
la vi tién tri ctia Thugng D€ chung ta, giong nhu
nhiing ngudi tién nhiém cting nhu nhiing nguoi
ké nhiém ctia 6ng. Va mot ngay nao do su hudéng
dan ctia vi tién tri sé dan dat mot thé hé dé€ nhin
thay Vi St Gia Ctiu Réi cuia ching ta giang xudng
nhu “chép phat ... tii phuong dong,’va ching ta
sé kéu lén: “Chua Gié Su nguoi Na Xa Rét.” Ngai
sé dap lai v6i doi tay mai mai dang rong va tinh
yéu thuong chan thanh: “Chinh ta day”Toi htia
nhu vay v6i quyén nang va thim quyén ctia mot
st do trong thanh danh ctia Ngai, chinh la Chua
Gié Su Ky To, A Men.
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