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Joseph Smith was “blessed to open the last dispen-
sation,” and we are blessed that he did.

My purpose this day and always is to testify
of Jesus Christ, that He is the Son of God, the
Creator and Savior of the world, our Deliver-
er and Redeemer. Because “the fundamental
principles of our religion are the testimony of
the Apostles and Prophets, concerning Jesus
Christ,’today I share with you my knowledge
and testimony of the Savior as they have been
strengthened and deepened by the life and teach-
ings of one key apostle and prophet.

The Beginning of Wisdom

On the morning of a beautiful clear day early
in the spring of 1820, 14-year-old Joseph Smith
entered a grove of trees near his family’s home to
pray about his sins and to ask which church to
join. His sincere prayer, offered with unwavering
faith, received the attention of the most power-
ful forces in the universe, including the Father
and the Son. And the devil. Each of these had an
intense interest in that prayer and in that boy.

What we now call the First Vision marked
the beginning of the Restoration of all things in
this last dispensation. But for Joseph, the expe-
rience was also personal and preparatory. All he
wanted was forgiveness and direction. The Lord
gave him both. The instruction to “join none of
[the churches]”was directive. The words “Thy
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Joseph Smith ‘dvigc quyén md gian ky sau chét
nay,” va ching ta dugc ban phuéc rang ong da lam
nhu vay.

Muc dich cua t6i ngay hdm nay va mai vé sau
la lam chiing vé Chua Gié Su Ky To, rang Ngai la
Vi Nam Tt cta Thugng D€ Dang Sang Tao va
béng Ctiu Rdi ctia thé gian, P4dng Giai Ctiu va
biang Ctiu Chudc cua chung ta. Vi “cac nguyén
tac co ban cuia ton gido ching ta la chiing ngon
ctia Cac St D6 va Cac Vi Tién Tri vé Chua Gié Su
Ky T6,/nén hom nay t6i chia sé v6i anh chi em sy
hiéu biét va chiing ngon cta t6i vé bang Ctiu Roi
nhu né da dugc cung c6 va gia tang bdi cudc doi
va nhiing 16i giang day ctia mot vi st d6 va tién
tri chu chot.

Khéi Dau cda Su Thong Sang

Vao buéi sang cia mot ngay dep trdi trong
xanh vao ddu mua xuan nam 1820, Joseph Smith,
14 tudi, da budc vao moét khu riing gan nha cua
gia dinh minh d€ cau nguyén vé t6i 16i cia minh
va ciu van xem nén gia nhap gido hdi nao. Loi
cau nguyén chan thanh cua cau, dugc dang lén
v6i duc tin viing chéc, da nhan dugc su chu y ctia
nhiing thé luc vi dai nhat trong v try, bao gobm
biic Chua Cha va Dtic Chua Con. Va ca quy di
niia. Moi thé luc nay déu quan tdm siu sic dén
161 cau nguyén d6 va dén cau thi€u nién do.

Su kién ma bay gio chung ta goi la Khai
Tugng Thi Nhat danh d4u sy khai dau cta
Su Phuc Héi van vét trong gian ky cudi cung
nay. Nhung doi véi Joseph, kinh nghiém nay
ciing mang tinh chét cd nhan va chuén bi. T4t
ca nhiing gi cdu mudn la sy tha thd va chi dan.
Chua da ban cho cau ca hai. Chi thi “khong dugc
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sins are forgiven thee’were redemptive.

For all the beautiful truths we might learn
from that First Vision, perhaps Joseph’s main
takeaway was simply, “I had found the testimo-
ny of James to be true—that a man who lacked
wisdom might ask of God, and obtain.”

As one scholar noted: “The real resonance of
the First Vision today is to know that it’s the na-
ture of God to give to those who lack wisdom. ...
The God that reveals Himself to Joseph Smith in
the sacred grove is a God who answers teenagers
in times of trouble.”

Joseph’s experience in the grove gave him
confidence to ask forforgivenessanddirectionfor
the rest of his life. His experience has also given-
meconfidence to ask for forgiveness and direc-
tion for the rest of my life.

Regular Repentance

On September 21, 1823, Joseph earnestly
prayed for forgiveness, confident that because
of his experience in the grove three years earli-
er, heaven would respond again.And it did. The
Lord sent an angel, Moroni, to instruct Joseph
and inform him of an ancient record he would
later translate by the gift and power of God—the
Book of Mormon.

Almost 13 years after that, Joseph and Oliver
Cowdery knelt in solemn, silent prayer in the
newly dedicated Kirtland Temple. We do not
know what they prayed for, but their prayers
likely included a plea for forgiveness, for, as they
arose, the Savior appeared and declared, “Behold,
your sins are forgiven you; you are clean before

»

me.

In the months and years after this experi-
ence, Joseph and Oliver would sin again. And
again. But in that moment,forthat moment, in
response to their plea and in preparation for the
glorious restoration of priesthood keys that was
about to happen, Jesus made them sinless.

Joseph's life of regular repentance gives me
confidence to “come boldly unto the throne of
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gia nhap [gido hoi] nao ca’mang tinh chi dan.
Nhiing 16i “T6i 16i nguoi da dugc tha’mang tinh
ctiu chudec.

Trong s6 tat ca nhiing 1é that tuyét voi ma
ching ta c6 thé hoc dugc tit Khai Tugng Thu
Nhat do, c6 1é diéu chinh yéu ma Joseph rut ra
dugc chi don gian la, “To6i nhan thay ching ngon
cua Gia Co la ding—rang mot ngudsi thiéu su
khon ngoan c6 thé€ cau xin Thugng Dé, va sé
dugc ban cho”

Nhu mot hoc gia da nhan xét: “Su cong
hudng thuc su cia Khai Tugng Thi Nhat ngay
nay la viéc biét rang ban chat ctia Thugng bé
la ban cho nhiing ngudi thi€u khon ngoan. ...
Thugng D€ Dang da hién dén véi Joseph Smith
trong khu rting thiéng liéng, la mot Thuong Bé
luon dap 16i cac thanh thi€u nién trong nhiing
lac kho khan.”

Kinh nghiém ctia Joseph trong khu rting da
cho 6ng su tin tudng d€ cau xinsu tha thivachi
dantrong suét quang doi con lai ctia 6ng. Kinh
nghiém ctia 6ng cting da chotoisy tin tudng dé
cau xin sy tha thid va chi dan trong su6t quang
doi con lai cia minh.

Thudng Xuyén Hoi Cai

Vao ngay 21 thang Chin nam 1823, Joseph
tha thiét cAu nguyén dé dugc tha tht, tin tudng
rang nho vao trdi nghiém cua ong trong khu
riing ba ndm trudc do, thién thugng sé dap ting
mot lan niia.Va diéu do6 da xay ra. Chua da gti
mot thién st, M6 Rd Ni, dén dé€ chi day cho
Joseph va cho 6ng biét vé mot bién sti ¢6 xua ma
sau nay ong sé phién dich nho an ti va quyén
nang ctia Thugng Dé—Sach Mac Mon.

Gan 13 nam sau do, Joseph va Oliver
Cowdery da quy gdi cau nguyén tham lang,
nghiém trang trong Dén Tho Kirtland viia méi
dugc lam 1€ cung hién. Chung ta khong biét ho
da cau nguyén diéu gi, nhung nhiing 16i cau
nguyén cua ho c6 thé bao gobm mot 16i cau xin
su tha thu, vi khi ho diing day, B4dng Ciiu Réi da
hién dén va phan: “Nay, cac nguoi dugc tha toi;
cac nguoi dugc thanh sach trudc mat ta”

Trong nhiing nam thang sau trai nghiém nay,
Joseph va Oliver lai ldm 16i ntia. Va lai 1an nda.
Nhung vao lac do,chochinh lac do, d€ dap lai loi
cau xin ctia ho va d€ chuén bi cho su phuc héi
vinh quang ctia cic chia khéa chiic tu té ma sap
xay ra, Chua Gié Su da khién ho trd nén vo toi.

Cudc song thuong xuyén hoi cai ctia Joseph
mang dén cho t6i sy tin tudng d€ “viing long dén
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grace, that [I] may obtain mercy”I have learned
that Jesus Christ truly is “of a forgiving disposi-
tion.’It is neither His mission nor His nature to
condemn. He came to save.

Inquiring of the Lord

As part of the promised “restitution of all
things,’the Lord, through Joseph Smith, brought
forth the Book of Mormon and other revelations
that contain the fulness of His gospel. Vital truths
were given clarity and completeness as Joseph
repeatedly inquired of the Lord for direction.
Consider the following:

The Father and the Son have bodies “as tan-
gible as man’s”

Jesus took upon Himself not only our sins
but also our sicknesses, afflictions, and infirmi-
ties.

His Atonement was so excruciating it caused
Him to bleed from every pore.

We are saved by His grace “after all we can
do”

There are conditions to Christ’s mercy.

As we come unto Christ, He will not only
forgive our sins, but He will also change our very
nature so “that we have no more disposition to
do evil”

Christ always commands His people to
build temples,where He manifests Himself unto
themand endows them with power from on high.

I testify that all these things are true and
necessary. They represent only a fraction of the
fulness that was restored by Jesus Christ through
Joseph Smith in response to Joseph's recurring
requests for direction.

Rolling on This Kingdom

In 1842, Joseph wrote of amazing things that
would come to pass in this last dispensation.
He declared that during our day, “the heavenly
Priesthood will unite with the earthly, to bring
about those great purposes; and whilst we are
thus united in the one common cause, to roll
forth the kingdom of God, the heavenly Priest-
hood are not idle spectators.”

To his friend Benjamin Johnson, Joseph said,
“Benjamin, [if I die] I [would] not be far away
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gan ngodi on phudc, [d€ tdi co thé] duge thuong
x6t”Toi da biét dugc rang Chua Gié Su Ky To
that sy la “dang ludn tha thii”’Gido vu ctia Ngai
va ban chat cua Ngai la khong 1én an. Ngai dén
dé giai ctiu.

Cauvan Chua

La mot phan ctia “sy phuc hoi van vat'dugc
htia, Chta, qua Joseph Smith, da cho ra doi Sach
Mac Mon va nhiing diéu mac khai khac chia
dung phuc 4m tron ven ctia Ngai. Cac 1€ that
quan trong da dugc lam sang té va tron ven khi
Joseph lién tuc ciu vin Chuta dé€ dugc chi dan.
Hay can nhac nhiing diéu sau day:

biic Chua Cha va buic Chua Con déu c6 thé
xac “htiu hinh nhu loai nguoi”.

Chua Gié Su khong chi nhan 14y t6i 16i ctia
ching ta ma con nhan lay bénh tét, ndi dau khé
va nhiing su yéu duo6i cua chung ta.

Su Chudc Toi ctia Ngai qua dau dén dén nobi
khién Ngai phai chdy mau ti moi 16 chan 16ng.

Chung ta dugc ctiu boi 4n dién cua Ngai “sau
tat ca nhiing gi ching ta ¢6 thélam”

Co6 nhiing diéu kién cho long thuong x6t cua
bing Ky To.

Khi chung ta dén cung Pang Ky To, Ngai
khong nhting sé tha thi tdi 16i cia ching ta ma
con thay déi ban chit cta ching ta, d€ “ching ta
khong con y dinh lam diéu ta ac ntia”

béang Ky T6 ludn truyén lénh cho dan Ngai
x4y cit dén thd,noi Ngai biéu hién cho ho thdy
Ngaiva ban cho ho quyén nang tu trén cao.

To6i lam chiing rang nhiing diéu nay la ding
that va can thiét. Chung chi tugng trung cho
mot phan nho su tron ven ma da dugc Chua Gié
Su Ky T6 phuc hoi qua Joseph Smith d€ dap tng
nhiing 16i khén cdu xin dugc chi dan thuong
xuyén ctia Joseph.

D&y Manh Vuong Quéc Nay

Vao nam 1842, Joseph da viét vé nhiing diéu
ky diéu sé xay ra trong gian ky cudi cung nay.
Ong da tuyén b6 ring trong thoi ky ctia ching
ta, “Chtic Tu Té€ cua thién thugng sé két hgp véi
chtic tu té trén thé gian, dé mang dén cic muc
dich 16n lao d6; va trong khi chiing ta doan két
nhu véy trong cuing chung mot chinh nghia, dé
ddy manh vuong qudc ctia Thugng D¢, thi Chuic
Tu Té cua thién thugng khong phai diing bat
dong bén ngoai”

Joseph da noi v6i nguoi ban Benjamin
Johnson ctia minh: “Benjamin a, [néu t6i chét
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from you, and if on the other side of the veil, I
[would] still be working with you, and with a
power greatly increased, to roll on this kingdom.”

On June 27, 1844, Joseph Smith and his
brother Hyrum were murdered. Joseph’s body
was laid to rest, but his testimony continues to
reverberate around the world and in my soul:

“I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew
that God knew it, and I could not deny it

“I never told you I was perfect; but there is
no error in the revelations which I have taught”

“The fundamental principles of our religion
are the testimony of the Apostles and Prophets,
concerning Jesus Christ, that He died, was bur-
ied, and rose again the third day, and ascended
into heaven; and all other things which pertain to
our religion are only appendages to it

What was said of John the Baptist might
also be said of Joseph Smith: “There was a man
sent from God, whose name was [Joseph]. ... He
was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness
of that Light,” “that all men through him might
believe”

I believe. I believe and am sure that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of the living God. I testify
that the living God is our loving Father. I know
this because the voice of the Lord has spoken it
to me, and so has the voice of His servants, the
apostles and prophets, including and beginning
with Joseph Smith.

I testify that Joseph Smith was and is a
prophet of God, a witness and servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ. He was “blessed to open the
last dispensation,”and we are blessed that he did.

The Lord commanded Oliver and all of us,
“Stand by my servant Joseph, faithfully”I testify
that the Lord stands by His servant Joseph and
the Restoration wrought through him.

Joseph Smith is now part of that heavenly
priesthood of which he spoke. As he promised
his friend, he is not far away from us, and on the
other side of the veil, he is still working with us,
and with a power greatly increased, to roll on this
kingdom. With joy and thanksgiving, I raise my
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di] toi sé khong & xa anh, va néu & bén kia btic
man che, t6i van [sé] lam viéc v6i anh, cung véi
stic manh dugc gia ting rit nhiéu, € ddy manh
vuong qudc nay.”

Vao ngay 27 thang Sau ndm 1844, Joseph
Smith va anh trai 6ng la Hyrum da bi sat hai. Thi
thé ctia Joseph da dugc an nghi, nhung chiing
ngdn ctia dng van tiép tuc vang vong khap thé
gidéi va trong tam hon toi:

“Toi da trong thady mot khai tugng; va toi biét
diéu do, va toi biét la Thuong D€ biét nhu vay, va
toi khong thé pht nhan dugce”

“Toi chua bao gio ndi véi cac anh chiem la
toi toan hdo; nhung khong ¢ 16i 14m nao trong
nhiing di€éu mac khai ma t6i da giang day”

“Cac nguyén tac co ban ctia tén gido chung
ta la chiing ngon ctia cac Vi Su Do va Tién Tri, vé
Chua Gié Su Ky To, rang Ngai da chét, dugc chon
cat, va song lai vao ngay thu ba, roi thang 1én
troi; va tat ca nhiing diéu khac c6 lién quan dén
ton gido ctia chung ta chi la phan phu thudc cho
chiing ngon do thoi”

Nhiing gi da dugc noéi vé Giang Bap Tit cling
c6 thé dugc noi vé Joseph Smith: “Cé mot ngudi
Thugng D€ sai dén, tén 1a [Joseph]. ... Chinh
ngudi chang phai la Su Sdng, song ngudi phai
lam chiing vé Su Sang,” “hau cho béi nguoi ai nay
déu tin”

Toi tin. Toi tin va chdc chan rang Chda Gié
Su la bang Ky To, Vi Nam Tt cua Thugng Dé
hang s6ng. Toi lam chiing rang Thugng P& hing
song la Bc Chta Cha nhén tii cia ching ta. Toi
biét diéu nay vi tiéng ndi ctia Chuia da noéi véi toi
diéu do, cling nhu tiéng ndi cuia cac toi té cua
Ngai, cac stt d6 va cac vi tién tri, ké ca va bat dau
tli Joseph Smith.

To6i lam chiing rang Joseph Smith da va van
la vi tién tri ctia Thugng D€, mot nhan chiing va
toi t6 ctia Chua Gié Su Ky Té. Ong “dugc quyén
md gian ky sau chét nay;’va ching ta dugc ban
phudc rang 6ng da lam nhu vay.

Chua truyén lénh cho Oliver va tat ca ching
ta “Hay trung thanh sat canh véi t6i t& Joseph
cua ta”T6i lam ching rdang Chua sat canh bén toi
t6 Joseph ctia Ngai va Su Phuc Hoi da dugc thuc
hién thong qua 6ng.

Joseph Smith béy gid la mot phan cua chiic
tu té€ thién thugng ma 6ng da néi dén. Nhu ong
da htia v6i ngudi ban cia minh, 6ng khong 6
xa chung ta, va ¢ phia bén kia btic man che, 6ng
van dang lam viéc v6i chung ta, va cing véi stic
manh da dugc gia tang rat nhiéu, dé ddy manh
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voice in “praise to the man who communed with ~ vuong quéc nay. Véi niém han hoan va long biét
Jehovah”’And above all, praise to Jehovah, who on, toi cat tiéng “ca nggi nguoi da giao tiép véi

communed with that man! In the name of Jesus biic Gié Ho6 Va’Va trén hét, hay ca ngoi Duc Gié
Christ, amen. Ho Va da giao ti€p véi ngusi do! Trong ton danh

cua Chua Gié Su Ky To, A Men.
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