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The Savior’s declaration “ye are my friends” is a
clarion call to build higher and holier relationships
among all of God’s children.

In a world filled with contention and divi-
sion, where civil discourse has been replaced
with judgment and scorn, and friendships are
defined by -isms and -ites,I have come to know
that there is a clear, simple, and divine example
we can look to for unity, love, and belonging.
That example is Jesus Christ. I testify that He is
the great unifier.

We Are His Friends

In December of 1832, as “appearances of
troubles among the nations” were becoming
“more visible”than at any time since the organi-
zation of the Church, Latter-day Saint leaders in
Kirtland, Ohio, gathered for a conference. They
prayed “separately and vocally to the Lord to
reveal his will unto [them]”In acknowledgement
of the prayers of these faithful members during
times of intense trouble, the Lord comforted
them,addressing the Saints three times with two
powerful words: “my friends.”

Jesus Christ has long called His faithful
followers His friends. Fourteen times in the
Doctrine and Covenants, the Savior uses the
termfriendto define a sacred and cherished rela-
tionship. I am not talking about the wordfriendas
the world defines it—subject to social media
followers or “likes.” It cannot be captured in a
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Lai tuyén phdn ciia Ddng Ciiu Réi, “cdc nguioi la
ban ctia ta,” chinh la mét 16i kéu goi hing hon dé
xdy dung nhiing moéi quan hé cao dep va thdnh
thién hon giiia tdt cd con cdi ciia Thugng Dé.

Trong mot thé gisi day ray su tranh chép va
chia ré, noi ma nhiing cudc dai thoai lich thiép
da bi thay thé bang su phan xét va khinh miét,
va tinh ban dugc dinh nghia bang cht nghia
va quan di€ém,t6i da biét dugc rang c6 mot tim
guong rd rang, don gian va thiéng liéng ma
ching ta c6 thé trong ciy vao d€ c6 dugc su doan
két, tinh yéu thuong va sy thudc vao. Tim guong
do chinh la Chua Gié Su Ky To. Téi lam chting
rang Ngai 1a Pang Hiép Nhat vi dai.

Chung Ta La Ban Hitu Cua Ngai

Vao thang Muoi Hai nam 1832, khi “su xudt
hién ctia nhiing rac r6i § gitia cic dan tdc” dang
tré nén “ro rét’hon bat ky thoi diém nao ké tu
khi Gido Hoi dugc thanh lap, cac vi lanh dao
Thanh Hitu Ngay Sau & Kirtland, Ohio, da tu
hop lai dé du dai hoi. Ho ciu nguyén “riéng ca
nhan va thanh tiéng v6i Chua d€ Ngai méic khai y
muon cua Ngai cho [ho]”Khi ghi nhan nhiing loi
cau nguyén cta cac tin hiiu trung tin nay trong
thoi diém khoé khan cuing cuc, Chua da an i
ho,ngo 16i v6i Cac Thanh Hiiu ba 1an bang nam
tt manh mé: “nhiing ngudi ban cta ta”

Chua Gié Su Ky To tu lau da goi nhiing
mon do6 trung tin cta Ngai la ban. Muoi bon lan
trong séch Gido Ly va Giao Ud6c, Ddng Ctiu Roi
sti dung tiibandé dinh nghia mot moéi quan hé
thiéng liéng va day tran quy. Toi khong néi vé
tubantheo dinh nghia ctia thé gian—tuy thudc
vao s6 nguoi theo doi trén mang truyén thong
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hashtag or a number on Instagram or X.

Admittedly, as a teenager, I remember dread-
ed conversations when I heard those painful
words “Hey, can we just be friends?” or “Let’s
just stay in the friend zone” Nowhere in holy
writ do we hear Him say, “Ye are just my friends.”
Rather, He taught that “greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends”’And “ye are they whom my Father hath
given me; ye are my friends.”

The sentiment is clear: the Savior numbers
each of us and watches over us. This watchcare is
not trivial or insignificant. Rather, it is exalting,
elevating, and eternal. I see the Savior’s declara-
tion “ye are my friends” as a clarion call to build
higher and holierrelationships among all of God’s
children “that we may be one”We do this as we
come together seeking both opportunities to
unite and a sense of belonging for all.

We Are One in Him

The Savior beautifully demonstrated this in
His call to “come, follow me”He drew upon the
gifts and individual attributes of a diverse group
of followers to call His Apostles. He called fisher-
men,zealots,brothers known for their thunderous
personalities,and even a tax collector.Their belief
in the Savior and desire to draw unto Himunited
them. They looked to Him, saw God through
Him, and “straightway left their nets, and fol-
lowed Him.

I too have seen how building higher and
holier relationships brings us together as one.
My wife, Jennifer, and I were blessed to raise our
five children in New York City. There in that busy
metropolis, we formed precious and sacred rela-
tionships with neighbors, school friends, busi-
ness associates, faith leaders, and fellow Saints.

In May of 2020, just as the world was grap-
pling with the spread of a global pandemic,
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xa hoi hodc “lugt thich” Tu “ban” d6 khong thé
luu lai trén hashtag hodc bang con s6 cu thé trén
Instagram hay mang xa hoi X.

Phai thita nhan rang, khi con la m¢t thiéu
nién, t6i nhé nhiing cudc tro chuyén dang so
khi t6i nghe nhiing 16i dau dén nhu “Nay, ching
ta chi c6 thé lJam ban véGi nhau thoi nhé!” hodc
la “Chung ta hay diing lai 6 mtc tinh ban thoi”
Khéng c6 ché nao trong thanh thu chung ta
nghe Ngai néi rang: “Cac nguoi chila ban cua ta
ma thoi” Thay vao d6, Ngai da day ring: “Chéng
6 su yéu thuong nao 16n hon la vi ban hitu ma
pho su song minh.”Va “cac nguoi la nhiing nguasi
ma Cha ta da ban cho ta; cac nguoi la ban ctia ta”

Ngu y & day rét ro rang: Dang Ctu Roi dém
tiing nguoi chung ta va trong chling ching ta.
Viéc trong chiing nay khong phai la tam thuong
ma ciing khong vo nghia. Thay vao dd, n6 mang
tinh ton cao, gy dung va vinh ctiu. Toi xem 16i
tuyén phan cta bang Ctiu Rdi, “cdc nguoi la ban
cta ta,” nhu mot 16i kéu goi hung hon hay xay
dung nhiing moi quan hé cao dep va thanh thién
hongitia tt ca con cdi ctia Thugng Dé “dé€ chung
ta tr6 thanh mot”Chung ta lam diéu nay khi
cung nhau tim kiém ca co h¢i doan két 1an cam
giac thudc vé cho tat ca moi nguoi.

Chung Ta Hiép Nhat trong Ngai

béng Ctiu Roi da ching minh diéu nay mét
cach tuyét voi trong 161 kéu goi cua Ngai: “hay
dén ma theo ta’Dua vao nhiing an td va thuc
tinh ca nhan, Ngai da kéu goi cac St Do trong s6
cac tin d6 dén tii moi tang 16p khac nhau. Ngai
da kéu goi nhiing ngudi danh ca,nhiing ké cuong
tin,hai anh em néi tiéng véi tinh cach hung
héng,va tham chi la ca nguoi thu thué.Niém tin
cua ho noi Pdng Ciu R6i va mong mudn dugc
dén gan Ngai da hiép nhat ho lai v6i nhau. Ho
tim dén Ngai, nhan thady dugc anh hudng cta
Thugng D€ qua Ngai, va “lién bo ludi ma theo
Ngai”

Toi cling thay viéc xay dung nhiing méi quan
hé cao dep va thanh thién hon sé dua ching ta
lai gdn nhau hon. Vg tdi, Jennifer, va t6i da dugc
nhiéu on phudc khi ¢ thé nuéi day ndm dia con
& Thanh Phé New York. O thanh pho ban ron do,
chtng tdi da hinh thanh nhiing méi quan hé quy
bau va thiéng liéng v6i hang x6m, ban hoc, cong
su kinh doanbh, cac vi lanh dao ton gido va cac
Thanh Hitu khac.

Vao thang Nam nam 2020, khi thé gii dang
vat 1on véi su lay lan cta dai dich toan cau, cac
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members of the New York City Commission of
Religious Leaders met virtually in an abruptly
called meeting. There was no agenda. No spe-
cial guests. Just a request to come together and
discuss the challenges we were all facing as faith
leaders. The Centers for Disease Control had
just reported that our city was the epicenter of
the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States.
This meant no more gathering. No more coming
together.

For these religious leaders, removing the
personal ministry, the congregational gathering,
and the weekly worship was a devastating blow.
Our small group—which included a cardinal,
reverend, rabbi, imam, pastor, monsignor, and an
elder—listened to, consoled, and supported one
another. Instead of focusing on our differences,
we saw what we had in common. We spoke of
possibilities and then probabilities. We rallied
and responded to questions about faith and the
future. And then we prayed. Oh, how we prayed.

In a richly diverse city filled with complexity
and colliding cultures, we saw our differences
dissipate as we came together as friends with one
voice, one purpose, and one prayer.

No longer were we looking across the table at
each other but heavenward with each other. We
left each subsequent meeting more united and
ready to pick up our “shovels” and go to work.
The collaboration that resulted and the service
rendered to thousands of New Yorkers taught me
that in a world calling for division, distance, and
disengagement, there is always much more that
unites us than divides us. The Savior pled, “Be
one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.”

Brothers and sisters, we must stop looking
for reasons to divide and instead seek opportu-
nities to “be one”He has blessed us with unique
gifts and attributes that invite learning from one
another and personal growth.I often told my
university students that if I do what you do and
you do what I do, we don’t need each other. But
because you don’t do what I do and I don’t do
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thanh vién ctia Uy Ban Lanh Pao Ton Gido
Thanh Ph6 New York da hop truc tuyén trong
mot cudc hop dugc triéu tdp dot xuat. Khong co
lich trinh dinh san. Khéng c¢6 khach moi ddc biét
nao. Chila mot yéu cau d€ moi ngudi cling nhau
thao luan vé nhiing thach thiic ma tat ca chung
toi dang phai d6i mat véi tu cach la nhiing nha
lanh dao ton gido. Trung Tam Kiém Soét Dich
Bénh luc dy viia bdo cdo rang thanh phd ctia
chung tdi la tam dich cua dai dich COVID-19 tai
Hoa Ky. Diéu nay c6 nghia la khong con tu hop
niia. Khong con dén véi nhau nita.

Déi v6i nhiing nha lanh dao ton gido nay,
viéc bai bo gido vu cd nhan, budi hop cua gido
doan va ngay thd phugng hing tuin la mot su
mat mat to I6n. Nhém nhé ctia ching téi—bao
goém mot hong y, mot diic cha, mét gido si Do
Thai, mot gido si Hoi Gido, mot gido si Tin Lanh,
mot muc su va mot anh ca—da lang nghe, an
i va tuong trg lan nhau. Thay vi tap trung vao
nhiing khac biét cia minh, ching t6i da nhan ra
nhiing diém chung. Chung t6i da néi vé nhiing
kha nang va sau d6 la nhiing diéu c6 thé xay ra.
Chung t6i da tap hop lai va tra 16i cac cdu hoi vé
dic tin va tuong lai. Va ro6i chung toi cau nguyén.
Oi, chting t6i da ciu nguyén rat nhiét thanh.

Trong mot thanh phé da sac mau vo ciing
phtic tap va c6 nhiéu xung dot gitia cac nén van
héa, ching t6i thay nhiing khac biét cia minh
tan bién khi chiing t6i dén v6i nhau nhu nhiing
ngudi ban c6 chung mot tiéng noéi, mot muc dich
va mot 16i cau nguyén.

Chung t6i khong con nhin nhau qua ban
hop hdi nghi niia ma cung nhau huéng 1én thién
thugng. Sau mdi phién hop, ching t6i tré nén
doan két hon va sdn sang cdm ldy “cudc xéng”
cua minh dé bat tay vao lam viéc. Su hgp tac va
su phuc vu danh cho hang nghin ngud6i dan New
York da day t6i rang trong mot thé giGi doi hoi
su chia ré, xa cach va tach biét, ludn c6 nhiéu thi
hiép nhat ching ta hon la chia ré ching ta. Pang
Ctiu Réi da phan: “Hay hiép lam mot; va néu cac
nguoi khong hiép lam mdt thi cac nguoi khong
phai la cua ta”

Anh chi em thdn mén, chung ta phai ngling
tim kiém ly do d€ chia ré, va thay vao d6 hay tim
kiém co hoi d€ “hiép lam mot”Ngai da ban cho
ching ta nhiing 4n td va thudc tinh ddc biét dé
mdi goi chung ta hoc hoi 1an nhau va phat trién
ban than.Toi thuong noi véi cac sinh vién dai
hoc ctia minh rang néu tdi lam dugc diéu ma
cac ban c¢6 thé, va ngugc lai cac ban lam dugc
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what you do, we do need each other. And that
need brings us together. To divide and conquer is
the adversary’s plan to destroy friendships, fami-
lies, and faith. It is the Savior who unites.

We Belong to Him

One of the promised blessings of “becom-
ing one” is a powerful sense of belonging. Elder
Quentin L. Cook taught that “the essence of truly
belonging is to be one with Christ.”

On a recent visit with my family to the West

African country of Ghana, I was enamored

with a local custom. Upon arriving at a church
or home, we were greeted with the words “you
are welcome” When food was served, our host
would announce, “You are invited” These simple
greetings were extended with purpose and inten-
tionality. You are welcome. You are invited.

We place similar sacred declarations on
our meetinghouse doors. But the sign Visitors
Welcome is not enough. Do we warmly welcome
all who come through the doors? Brothers and
sisters, it is not enough to just sit in the pews. We
must heed the Savior’s call to build higher and
holier relationships with all of God’s children. We
must live our faith! My father often reminded me
that simply sitting in a pew on Sunday doesn’t
make you a good Christian any more than sleep-
ing in a garage makes you a car.

We must live our life so that the world does
not see us but sees Him through us. This does not
take place only on Sundays. It takes place at the
grocery store, the gas pump, the school meeting,
the neighborhood gathering—all places where
baptized and unbaptized members of our family
work and live.

I worship on Sunday as a reminder that we
need each other and together we need Him. Our
unique gifts and talents that differentiate us in
a secular world unite us in a sacred space.The
Savior has called upon us to help one another,

Page4 — Not an official publication

diéu ma t6i c6 thé, thi ching ta sé khong cin dén
nhau nita. Nhung vi ban khong lam dugc nhu
toi, va toi cling khong lam dugc nhu ban, nén
ching ta méi can dén nhau. Va nhu cau d6 mang
ching ta lai v6i nhau. Chia d€ tri 1a ké hoach cua
ké nghich thi nham pha hty tinh ban, gia dinh
va dtc tin. Chinh Piang Ctiu Réi la Bang Hiép
Nhit.

Ching Ta Thudc Vé Ngai

Mot trong nhiing phudc lanh dugc hiia cua
viéc “hiép lam mot” chinh la cam giac manh mé
cta sy thudc vé. Anh Ca Quentin L. Cook da day
rang “c6t 16i ctia viéc thuc sy thudc vé 1a dugc
hiép mot v6i Pang Ky To”

Gan day, toi cung gia dinh dén tham Ghana,
mot qudc gia & Tay Phi, toi da rat thich mot
phong tuc dia phuong & d6. Khi dén nha tho
hodc nha riéng, chung t6i dugc chao don bang
cau “mdai anh chi vao” Khi thtic an dugc phuc vy,
chti nha sé thong bdo “mai anh chi dung btia”
Nhiing 16i maoi don gian nay dugc dua ra véi
muc dich va cé cht y.Anh chi em dugc chao don.
Anh chi em dugc mai goi.

Chung ta dat nhiing 16i tuyén bé thiéng liéng
tuong tu trén canh ctia nha hoi cta chung ta.
Nhung bién hiéu Chao P6n Khach Tham Quan
la chua du. Liéu ching ta c¢6 ndng nhiét chao don
tat ca nhiing nguoi budc qua canh ctia d6 khong?
Cac anh chi em than mén, viéc chi ngo6i trén day
ghé nha tho thoi la chua dt. Chang ta phai nghe
theo 16i kéu goi ctia Pang Cdu Roi dé x4y dung
moi quan hé cao dep va thanh thién hon véi tat
ca con cai cua Thugng D€. Chung ta phai song
v6i dc tin ctia minh! Cha t6i thudng nhic nhé
toi rang viéc chi ngdi trén day ghé nha thd vao
ngay Cht Nhat khong khién t6i tré thanh mot
Ky T6 hitiu hién lanh, ciing giong nhu ngt trong
ga-ra khong khién t6i tré thanh mot chiéc 6 to.

Chung ta phai song cudc doi ctia minh sao
cho thé gian khong nhin thay ching ta ma nhin
thdy Ngai qua ching ta. Diéu nay khong chi dién
ra vao ngay Cht Nhat. N6 dién ra tai ctia hang
tap hoa, tram xdng, budi hop phu huynh, budi
hop khu phé—tat ca nhiing noi ma céc con cai
cta Ngai, nhiing ngudi da va chua chiu phép bap
tém dang lam viéc va sinh song.

Toi tho phugng vao ngay Chu Nhat nhu
mdt 161 nhic nhé rang ching ta cdn c¢6 nhau va
chting ta can Ngai. Nhiing an ti va tai nang doc
dao ctia chuing ta tao nén sy khac biét gitia ching
ta trong thé gigi thé tuc, va doan két chung ta
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lift one another, and edify each other. This is
what He did when He healed the woman with

an issue of blood,cleansed the leper who pled

for His mercy,counseled the young prince who
asked what more he could do,loved Nicode-
mus, who knew but faltered in his faith,and sat
with the woman at the well, who did not fit the
custom of the day but to whom He declared His
messianic mission.This to me is church—a place
of gathering and recovery, repair and refocus.

As President Russell M. Nelson hastaught: “The
gospel net is the largest net in the world. God has
invitedallto come unto Him. ... There is room for
everyone.”

Some may have had experiences that make
you feel you do not belong. The Savior’s message
to you and me is the same: “Come unto me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest.” The gospel of Jesus Christ is the perfect
place for us. Coming to church offers the hope of
better days, the promise that you are not alone,
and a family who needs us as much as we need
them. Elder D. Todd Christofferson affirms that
“being one with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
is without doubt the ultimate in belonging.” To
any who have stepped away and are seeking a
chance to return, I offer an eternal truth and invi-
tation: You belong. Come back. It is time.

In a contentious and divided world, I testify
that the Savior Jesus Christ is the great unifier.
May I invite each of us to be worthy of the Sav-
ior’s invitation to “be one”and to boldly declare,
as He did, “Ye are my friends”In the sacred name
of Jesus Christ, amen.
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trong mot khong gian thiéng liéng. Dang Ctiu Roi
da kéu goi chung ta giap d& 1an nhau, nang dé
lan nhau, va gay dung lan nhau. D4y la nhiing

gi Ngai da lam khi Ngai chtia lanh ngu6i dan

ba bi bénh mat huyét,Jam sach ngusi mac bénh
phung khi 6ng dén d€ cdu xin long thuong x4t
cua Ngai,khuyén bao vi hoang ti tré tudi da thac
mac rang vi 4y c6 thé lam gi t6t hon,yéu thuong
Ni C6 Dem, la ngudi biét nhung lai dao dong
trong dtc tin,va ngdi cung v6i ngudi dan ba bén
giéng nudc, 1a nguoi khong phu hop véi tuc 1¢
thoi do, nhung Ngai da rao giang cho ba biét vé
st ménh lam Pang Mé Si ctia Ngai.Véi toi, day
chinh la nha tho—noi quy tu va phuc hoi, chiia
lanh va tai tap trung. Nhu Chu Tich Russell M
Nelson da day: “Mang luéi phuc am 1a mang luéi
16n nhat trén thé gian. Thugng D€ da mai goitat
cd moi ngudidén cung Ngai. ... Cé du chd cho
moi nguoi.”

Mot vai anh chi em ¢6 thé da c6 nhiing trai
nghiém khién minh cam thay khong thu¢c vé
noi nay. Su diép ctia Bang Ctiu Rdi danh cho
anh chi em va t6i la nhu nhau: “Hé&i nhiing ké
mét mai va ganh nang, hay dén cung ta, ta sé
cho cac nguoi dugc yén nghi”Phtic am ctia Chua
Gié Su Ky To6 la noi hoan hao danh cho chung ta.
Viéc di dén nha thé mang lai hy vong vé€ nhiing
ngay tuoi sang hon, 16i htia rang anh chi em
khong don doc, va gia dinh can ching ta cling
nhiéu nhu ching ta can ho. Anh Ca D. Todd
Christofferson khing dinh ring “chic chin la
viéc hiép mot véi DPuc Chua Cha, Dic Chua Con
va Duc Thanh Linh 1a diéu t6i thugng trong su
thudc vao”Doi véi bat ky ai da roi xa va dang tim
kiém mot co hoi quay trd lai, toi xin gtii dén mot
1é that va 16i mdi vinh ctiu: anh chi em thudc vé
noi day. Hay quay tr6 lai. Da dén lac roi.

Trong mot thé gidi day tranh chap va chia ré,
toi lam ching rang Pang Ciiu R6i Chia Gié Su
Ky T6 la bang Hiép Nhit vi dai. Toi xin m&i moi
nguoi ching ta hay xting dang véi 16i moi goi
cua Dang Ctiu Roi d€ “hiép lam mot”va manh
dan tuyén bo, nhu Ngai da néi, “Cac nguoi la ban
cua ta” Trong thanh danh ctia Chua Gié Su Ky
T6, A Men.
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