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God trusts you, the children of the covenant, to
help with His work of bringing all His children
safely home to Him.

Elder Stevenson, this is a conference never to
be forgotten.

Our family has always enjoyed a little book
calledChildren’s Letters to God. Here are a few:

“Dear God, instead of letting people die and
having to make new ones, why don't you just
keep the ones you've got right now?”

“How come you only have ten rules, but our
school has millions?”

“Why did you put the tonsils in if youre just
going to take them out again?”

Today there isn’t time to answer alltheseques-
tions, but there is another question I often hear
from young people that I would like to address.
From Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, to Thomas, Idaho,
the question is the same: “Why? Why must Lat-
ter-day Saints live so differently from others?”

I know it’s hard to be different—especially
when you are young and want so badly for other
people to like you. Everyone wants to fit in, and
that desire is magnified to unhealthy proportions
in today’s digital world filled with social media
and cyberbullying.

So, with all that pressure, whydoLatter-day
Saints live so differently? There are many good
answers: Because you are a child of God. Because
you have been saved for the last days. Because
you are a disciple of Jesus Christ.
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boe dosipsie 6am, dimam 3asimy, donomazamu
6 Vozo pobomi, w406 be3neuHo nosepHymu 6Cix
Hozo dimeii dodomy, 0o Hvozo.

Crapiitmmmao CTiBeHCOHe, Iie KOHepeHIlis,
AKY MM HiKo/M He 3abyzieMo.

Haiit ciM’1 3aBxxau mogo6anacss MajieHb-
Ka KHVDKKa i HasporoChildren’s Letters to
God(JIuctu miten mo Bora). Och KinbKa 3 HUX:

“NMro6uit Boxke, 3amicTh TOTO, 1106 TO3BO-
JIATY JIIO[AM IIOMMPATH i CTBOPIOBATI HOBUX
mopeit, oMy 6 To6i mpocTo He 36eperTu Tux,
o € 3apas?”

“Yomy y Tebe nuie fecsATh IPaBWI, B Ha-
1Iiit Ko iX MisbiioHu?”

“Hagimo ™1 gaB HaM MUTTAIMHY, AKIIO
361paelics iX 3HOBY BUFAMUTH?

CporopiHi HeMa€ J9acy BifJIOBiCTH Ha BCi-
Lli3allMTaHHA, aJie € 1lle OflHe 3allUTaHHs, AKe A
4acTO 4YIO Bifi MOJIOAMX JIIOfIeN 1 Ha sAKe A XOTiB
6u Bigmosictu. Big Ymau-baropa, Monrormis, o
Tomaca, mrart Ajijjaxo, 1ie 3aIMTAHHS 3BY4NTD
opHakoBo: “Yomy? YoMy cBATI OCTaHHIX JHIB
MAIOTh )KUTY, HACTIIbKY BifJPi3HAIOYNCD Bif,
iHmmx?”

41 3Hato0, 110 BaXKKO OyTHU He TaKUM, K yci,
0COOIVBO KO/ TY MOJIOZWI i Iy>Ke XOuelr
nopobarucs inmmum. KoxxeH xode He BifcTaBaTy,
i 11e 6a)KaHHA IOCUIIOETHCSA IO He3TOPOBYX IIPO-
HOPLiil y cyyacHOMY LIM(POBOMY CBiTi, HAIIOB-
HEHOMY collia/IbBHUMM Mefjia Ta Kibep-OyTiHroMm.

Tox, 3BaXkarouy Ha Bech Lell TUCK, YOMY
CBATi OCTaHHIX JJHIB)XMBYTbHACTiNIbKY iHAKIIE?
IcHye 6araTo XOpoLINMX BifjIIOBifielt: OCKiIbKI
T qutrHa bora; ockinbkn Tebe 36epiranu Ko
LMX OCTaHHIX JHIB; OCKiNbKM TU € Y4HeM Icyca
Xpucra.
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But those answers don’t always set you apart.
Everyone is a child of God. Everyone on earth
right now was sent here in the latter days. And
yet not everyone lives the Word of Wisdom or
law of chastity the way you striveto. There are
many valiant disciples of Christ who are not
members of this Church. But they do not serve
missions and perform ordinances in houses of
the Lord on behalf of ancestors like you do. There
must be more to it—and there is.

Today I would like to focus on an additional
reason that has been meaningful in my life. In
1988 a young Apostle named Russell M. Nelson
gave an address at Brigham Young University
called “Thanks for the Covenant.’In it, then-El-
der Nelson explained that when we use our mor-
al agency to make and keep covenants with God,
we become heirs of the everlasting covenant God
has made with our forebearers in every dispen-
sation. Said another way, we become “children
of the covenant.” That sets us apart. That gives us
access to the same blessings our forefathers and
foremothers received, including a birthright.

Birthright! You may have heard that word.
We even sing hymns about it: “O youth of the
noble birthright, carry on, carry on, carry on!”It’s
a compelling word. But what does it mean?

In Old Testament times if a father passed
away, his birthright son was responsible for
the care of his mother and sisters. His brothers
received their inheritance and left to make their
way in the world, but the birthright son did not
go anywhere. He would marry and have his own
family, but he would stay until the end of his days
to govern the affairs of his father’s estate.Because
of this added responsibility, he was given an add-
ed measure of the inheritance. Was leading and
caring for others too much to ask? Not when you
consider the additional inheritance he was given.

Today we are not talking about your birth
order in earthly families or Old Testament gen-
der roles. We are talking about the inheritance
you receive as a joint heir with Christbecause
of the covenant relationship you have chosen to
enter with Him and your Father in Heaven. Is
it too much for God to expect you to live differ-
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Are 1i BifTIOBifli He 3aBXX/IM1 BUPIi3HSIOTD
tebe cepen inmmx. Koxxen e gutuHom bora.
KoskeHn, XTo 3apas »uBe Ha 3eMJIi, 6yB IOC/IaHMIT
CIOIM B OCTaHHi #Hi. I Bce )X He Bci )XKMBYTD 3a
C1oBOM MyzpOCTi 200 3aKOHOM ITHOT/IMBOCT]
TaK, sIK MparHen XUTU Tu. € 6arato no6baecHux
yuHiB XpUCTa, AKi He HajieXXaTh [0 Hiei llepksu.
AJle BOHM He CTTy>KaTbh Ha Micii i He BUKOHYIOTb
06psny 3a ipenkiB y focmoguboMy oMi, AK TH
e pobumr. Mae 6y T mjoch 1e, — i Ije Tak.

CpOrofiHi 51 XOTiB 61 30CcepefnuTuCs Ha 0-
JaTKOBiJ IPUYMHI, KA Majla BE/INKe 3HAYE€HHA
B MOEMY >XMTTI. ¥ 1988 po1i Monoanit anocTon
Ha im’a Paccen M. Henbcon Buctynus B YHiBep-
cuteti bpurama fIara 3 mpoMoBoIo IIij] Ha3BOIO
“Jlaxyemo 3a 3aBir”. Y Hii1, Ha TO Yac cTapiii-
myHa HenbcoH, MoscHMB, 1110 KOV MY BUKO-
PUCTOBYEMO HAIIly MOpaJIbHY CBOOOAY BOJi, abu
YK/IajjaTy 3aBiTi 3 boroM i morpumysatucs ix,
TO CTAEMO CIIAJKOEMIMM BiYHOTO 3aBiTY, AKUI
bor yknaB 3 HamuMu npegkaMu y KOOKHOMY po3-
nogii. IHmmMMu cnoBamm, M CTaeEMO “IiTbMU
3aBiry’. lle BinpisHsae Hac Bif iHmux. Ile nae Ham
JOCTYTI IO THX >Ke 6/1ar0CIOBeHb, 10 OTPYMa-
7 Halli mpabaTbKy i mpamarepi, 3o0kpema it 10
IEepBOPiJICTBA.

IlepBopincTBo! MoX11MBO, BU Yy/N Lie CIO-
BO. Mu HaBiTh ciBaemo riMuu po 1e: “Bcro
MOJIOb [IIIAXETHOTO IepBopifcTBa] 3ibpasiy,
“Pym Buepen!” — 3akmmkaemo ix. lle nmepexoH-
JIMBE CTI0BO. AJle III0 BOHO O3HayYae?

Y craposaBiTHi 4acu, K10 6ATHKO TIOMU-
PpasB, JI0TO NepIIOHAPO>KEHNII CMH MaB BiJlIIOBi-
IaIbHICTb TOTYpOyBaTHCA PO MaTip i cectep.
Voro 6paru OTPUMYBAaJIN CBill CIIAJIOK i MM
LIYKaTH CBill LUIAX Y CBiTi, ajie IepIIOHapOf-
JKeHUII CMH HiKyau He JimoB. HaBiTb ofpyXuB-
IIVICh i CTBOPMBIIM B/IACHY CiM 10, BiH [0 KiHIIA
CBOIX JIHIB 3a/IMIIaBCA YIPABAATA MallTHOBUMU
cripaBaMu cBOro 6atbka. Yepes Ij10 JOTATKOBY
Bi/INIOBiJa7IbHICTD BiH OTPUMYBaB [NOJATKOBY
JacTMHY crajuyHy. Un Oy1a BUMora BecTu
IHIINMX Ta HDiKayBaTHCA Ipo HUX HagMipHoo? Hi,
AKIO BpaXyBaTU NOJATKOBY CIIAJIINHY, AKY BiH
OTpMMaB.

CporofiHi My TOBOPUMO He PO MOPSTOK
BaIIIOTO HAPOJKEHHS B 3eMHUX CiM X 200 mpo
CTapO3aBiTHi reHiepHi poni. M1 roBopuMO po
CHafilMHY, AKY BU OTPUMYETE AK CIIBCIAJIKOEM-
1i XpHUCTOBi3aBAAKM 3aBiTHUM CTOCYHKaM, B SIKi
BM BUpiuu BetynuTtu 3 Hum i Bamum He-
6ecunm batbkom. Un He HagMipHi O4iKyBaHHSA

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Wilcox-October 2024-English/Ukrainian

ently than His other children so you can better
lead and serve them? Not when you consider the
blessings—both temporal and spiritual—that you
have been given.

Does your birthright mean you are better
than others? No, but it does mean you are expect-
ed to help others be better. Does your birthright
mean you are chosen? Yes,but not chosen to rule
over others; you are chosen to serve them.Is your
birthright evidence of God’s love? Yes, but more
important, it is evidence of His trust.

It is one thing to be loved and another thing
entirely to be trusted. In theFor the Strength of
Youthguide, we read: “Your Father in Heaven
trusts you. He has given you great blessings,
including the fulness of the gospel and sacred
ordinances and covenants that bind you to Him
and bring His power into your life. With those
blessings comes added responsibility. He knows
you can make a difference in the world, and that
requires, in many cases, being different from the
world”

Our mortal experience could be compared
to a cruise ship on which God has sent all His
children as they journey from one shore to an-
other. The voyage is filled with opportunities to
learn, grow, be happy, and progress, but it is also
tull of dangers. God loves all His children and is
concerned about their welfare. He does not want
to lose any of them, so He invites those who are
willingto become members of His crew—that’s
you. Because of your choice to make and keep
covenants, He offers you His trust. He trusts you
to be different, peculiar, and set apartbecause of
the important work He trusts you to do.

Think of it! God trusts you—of all the people
on the earth, the children of the covenant, His
crew members—to help with His work of bring-
ing all His children safely home to Him. No won-
der President Brigham Young once said, “All the
angels in heaven are looking at this little handful
of people”

When you look around on this cruise ship
called earth, you might see other people sitting
in lounge chairs drinking, gambling in casinos,
wearing clothing that is too revealing, scroll-
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Bora momo Bac, abu BM >KMIM iHaKIe, HiXX iH1Ii
Voro mitu, 1106 6yTu 3aTHNMY Kpallle BECTH X
i cmyxun iM? Hi, sikimo B3sTi 1o yBaru 6maro-
CIIOBEHHA — SIK TMMYACOBI, TaK i JyXOBHi, — fAKi
BaM HaJaI0ThCA.

Yu o3Hauae Ballle epBOPIACTBO, 1110 BU Kpa-
mi 3a inmmx?¢ Hi, ajle BOHO 03Hayae, 1110 Biff Bac
OYiKY€eTbCs, aby BU HOIIOMAaray iHIIM CTaBaTh
Kpamumu. Yu o3Havae Balle IepBOPifCcTBO, 1110
B 06pani? Tak, ane oOpaHi He /I MaHYBaHHSA
HaJl iHmMMY — BY 06paHi A1 cryxinHA im. Un
€ Ballle IepBOPiCTBO HoKazoM boxoi mo6oBi?
Tak, ane 110 BaK/IMBillle — BOHO € CBiJYeHHAM
Voro posipu.

OpHa crpaBa, 1110 Bac MOOIATH, 1 30BCiM
iHIIa, 1110 BaM [OBIpAOTD. Y MyTiBHUKY3apaan
3MiIJHEHHA MOIOOIMI YnTaeMo: “Bam HebecHuin
Batpko moBipsie Bam. Bin maB BaMm Bemuki 67a-
TOC/IOBEHHA, 30KpeMa J1 IIOBHOTY €BAHTeNII Ta
CBAIEHHI 00ps/Y i 3aBiTH, AKi OB A3YI0Tb Bac
3 Hum i HanmoBH0I0OTH V0ro cuoro Balie sKUTTSI.
3 uuMu 61arOCTIOBEHHSAMI IPUXOIUTD OJATKO-
Ba BimoBimanbHiCTh. BiH 3Hae€, 1110 B MOXXeTe
3MiHIOBATH CBIT, i y 6araTbox BUIIaIKaX BaM
IOBeeThCA BiipisHATICA Bif CBIiTY .

Harre 3eMHe >KUTTS MOKHA ITOPiBHATH 3
Kpyi3sHUM J1aliHepOM, Ha sIKoMy bor BifnipaBus
ycix CBOiX JjiTell MOJOopO>XXyBaTU Bifi OGHOTO
6epera f1o iHIIoro. Y 11iit mogopoxi e 6e3miu
MOXX/IMBOCTe} HaBYATVICSA, 3pOCTaT, OyTn
LACIVBUIMH 1 PO3BMBATHCS, ajIe BOHA TaKOXK
crioBHeHa Hebesmnek. bor mobuts ycix CBoix
miteit i TypOyeTbcs npo ixHe 6arononyyus. Bin
He X04e BTPaTUTU HiKOTO 3 HUX, TOMY 3aIlpo-
rye 6axaro4nx— ToOTO BaC — CTaTy WieHAMU
Voro ekinaxy. OCKi/IbKi Bi BUPILIN/IN YK/IACTH
3aBiTH i JoTpUMYyBaTHCA iX, BiH BUABNAE 10 Bac
Csoro noBipy. Bin foBipse BaMm, 1106 Bu 6ynmn
IHIIMMI, OCOONMMBUMI 1 BifPi3HANMCA3ABAIKN
BaX/IUBIN poOoOTi, 3ilicHeHH Kol Bin nopy4ae
BaM.

JIne ysaBiTb co6i! 3 ycix mozmeit Ha 3emti
Bor f10Bipsie Bam — JIiTsAM 3aBiTy, uienam Voro
eKimaxy — Jmormomarary B HMoro po6oTi, 06
0e3IeyHo IMOBEPHYTH BCiX Voro mirteit JO0oMY,
no Hreoro. Hegapma Ilpesupent bpuram fur
AKOCh CKa3aB: “Yci aHrenmm Ha HebecaxX IUBJIATh-
CA Ha 1110 MaJIeHbKY )KMEHDKY JTIOfieit .

O3upHyBIINCbh HABKOJIO HA IIbOMY KPYi3-
HOMY JIaiiHepi Iij Ha3Bow “3eMJIt’, BU MOXKeTe
I06auYNTH IHIINX JIIOJEN, AKi CUIATh, BUIIMBA-
1041, y II€3/IOHTAX, IPAIOTh B Ka3MHO, HOCATD
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ing endlessly on cell phones, and wasting too
much time playing electronic games. But instead
of wondering, “Why can'tldo that?,” you can
remember that you are not an ordinary passen-
ger. You are a member of the crew. You have
responsibilities that passengers do not have. As
SisterArdeth Kapp once said, “You can't be a
life[guard] if you look like all the other swim-
mers on the beach.”

And before you become discouraged by all
the extra obligations, please remember that crew
members receive something the other passengers
do not: compensation.Elder Neil L. Andersen has
said, “There is a compensatory spiritual power
for the righteous,” including “greater assurance,
greater confirmation, and greater confidence.”-
Like Abraham of old, you receive greater happi-
ness and peace, greater righteousness, and great-
er knowledge.Your compensation is not merely a
mansion in heaven and streets paved with gold.
It would be easy for Heavenly Father to simply
give you all that He has. His desire is to help you
become all that He is.Thus, your commitments
demand more of you because that is how God is
making more of you.

It’s “a lot to ask of anyone, but you're not just
anyone”!You are youth of the noble birthright.
Your covenant relationship with God and Jesus
Christ is a relationship of love and trustin which
you have access to a greater measure of Their
grace—Their divine assistance, endowment of
strength, and enabling power.That power is not
just wishful thinking, a lucky charm, or self-ful-
filling prophecy. It isreal.

As you fulfill your birthright responsibilities,
you are never alone. The Lord of the vineyard
labors with you.You are working hand in hand
with Jesus Christ. With each new covenant—and
as your relationship with Him deepens—you
hold each other tighter and tighter until you are
firmly clasped together.In that sacred symbol of
His grace, you will find both the desire and the
strength to live exactly how the Savior lived—dit-
terently from the world. You've got this because
Jesus Christ has got you!

In2 Nephi 2:6we read, “Wherefore, redemp-
tion cometh in and through the Holy Messiah;
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3aHAJTO BiIBEPTUIT OMIAT, 6€3 KiHISI TOPTAITh
CTOPiHKM B MOOIBbHUX TenlepOHAX i BUTpAYaOTh
3aHa/iTO 6araTo 4acy Ha eJIeKTpOHHI irpu. Ame
3amicTb posgymis: “JoMysaHe MOXY Iie poouTn?’,
BJ MO>KeTe 3TaflaTy, 110 B — He 3BUYAIIHMUIA
macaxup. Bu — e exinmaxy. Y Bac € 0608’ a3-
KM, IKMX HeMae€ y acaXnpis. Ik ofHOTO pasy
ckasana cectpa Apaet Kenm: “Bu He moxkete
OyTU pATYBaIbHMK|OM], AKIIO BUITIAMIAETE, K i
pelTa IUIaBLiB Ha IJISDKi .

I mepur Hi>k BU posdapyeTecs depes Bci ITi
IOJAaTKOBI 30008’ A3aHHA, OyIb J1acKa, 3rafiaiiTe,
110 YJIeHM €Killa)Xy OTPUMYIOTb Te, YOTO HEMA€
y iHIMX nacakupis: BUHaropony. CrapiitinHa
Hin JI. Aunepcen ckasaB: “[]ns mpaBegHUX €
KOMIIEHCallijiHa J[yXOBHa CUJ/Ia’, sIKa la€ “Oimpury
BIIEBHEHICTb, Oi/IbIITy MATPUMKY i 6ib1Ty OBI-
py” Iloni6bHo 0 ABpaama B JaBHUHY, BU OTPU-
MyeTe 6iyblile IACTS i CIOKOI0, I/INOIIY TpaBey-
HICTb i Kpani 3HaHHA. Baa BuHaropoga — 1e
He IIPOCTO OceIsl Ha Hebecax i By/mili, BUMOIIeHi
3onoTtoM. [l He6ecHoro barbka 6yno 6 HeBax-
KO TIPOCTO BifilaTyt BaM yce, 1o Bin mae. Vioro
0akaHHA — JIOIOMOI'TU BaM CTaTU TaKVMU, 5K
Bin €. O1xe, Bami 30008’ 13aHHA 6araTo BuUMa-
raloTh BiJ Bac, 60 came TakuM 4HOM bor 6araro
BKJIaJla€ y Bac.

Ile “3abarato i 6yab-KOTO, ajie BU He
Oyznb-xT0!” Byt — MOJIOAD IIIAXETHOTO IIEPBO-
pincTea. Bami 3aBiTHi cTocyHkM 3 borom ta
Icycom XpucToM — 1ie CTOCYHKU M060Bi i1
TOBipH, 3aBAAKA AKUM BY OTPUMYETE LOCTYII IO
6inbinoi Mipu [xuboi 6maropari, a came Ixnboi
60>KeCcTBEHHO] JOIIOMOT, 06IapyBaHHA CTilKi-
CTIO Ta YMOX/IMBIOK0Y0i cvn. 11 cuma — He
mpoCTO Oe3MmificTaBHA MPif, IaCTUBUIT TalicMaH
Y1 IPOPOILITBO, IO 3[ifICHIOETHCS CaMe 1O COOi.
BonapeanbHa.

Konu B BUKOHYy€Te CBOi 000B’I3KN Tep-
BOpiZICTBa, BU HiKOMM He caMoTHi. Jocrmogap
BMHOTpaJHMKA IIpaLIo€ 3 BaMu. Bu npairoere
i4-0-11i4 3 Icycom Xpuctom. 3 KOXXHUM HO-
BJM 3aBiTOM — i B Mipy TOT0, K Ballli CTOCYHKI
3 Hum normmo6mooTbcs, — BYU NifTPUMYBaTH-
MeTe OTHE OJHOIr'0 BCe CUJIbHIIIIE i CU/IbHIllIE,
IOKM MilTHO He mpunajete 1o Heoro. ¥ ubomy
cBsIeHHOMY cuMBojTi Mloro 6rarosati Bu 3Haii-
meTe 1 6aKaHHA, i CYITY KUTH caMe TaK, K KUB
Cnacurenp, — iHaKIlle, HibK CBiT. Bu gocsaraere
1poro, 60 Icyc Xpucroc 3 Bamu!

Y2 Heditt 2:6Mn untaemo: “OTxe, BUKY-
IJIeHHA NpuxoauTh y CeAToMy Mecii i uepes
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for he is full of grace and truth.” Because He is
full of truth, He sees you as you really are—flaws,
weaknesses, regrets, and all. Because He is full of
grace, He sees you as you really can be. He meets
you where you are and helps you repent and
improve, overcome and become.

“O youth of the noble birthright, carry on,
carry on, carry on!”] testify that you are loved—
and you are trusted—today, in 20 years, and
forever. Don't sell your birthright for a mess of
pottage.Don’t trade everything for nothing.Don’t
let the world change you when you were born to
change the world. In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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Hyroro; 60 Bin cioBaennit 6naropmari it ictyamn’”
Ockinbky Bin cnoBHenmit ictunau, Bin 6aunthb
BacC TaKMMMU, IKMMU BU JIiJICHO €, — 3 HeIO/MiKa-
MM, CTAOKOCTAMM, XKATKYBAaHHAMM i BCIM iHIINM.
Ockinbku Bin cnosHenmit 6marogati, Bin 6aunTs
Bac TaKMM, AKVMMI BU TiJICHO MOYKETe CTaTH.

Bin 3ycTpidae Bac TaM, ie BU €, 11 JOIIOMarae
KasTUCA i BIOCKOHAJTFOBATICS, HOMATH i CTaBaTu

KpaIlMI.
“Bcro Mooz [IIIAXETHOTO NepBOPiCTBA]
3i6pasiuy, “Pym Bnepen!” — 3akamnkaemo ix. 5

CBifuYy, 10 Bac M0O/IATb — i BaM OBipAOTb — i
CbOTOJIHI, i 4epe3 20 pokiB, i 3aBxau. He nmpopa-
BaliTe CBOE IIEPBOPI/ICTBO 3a COYEBMYHE BaPEBO.
He posmiHroiiTe Bce Ha Himo. He fossonsaiite
CBiTOBi 3MiHIOBaTH Bac, 60 BM Oy/IM HapOKeHi,
mo6 3miHnTH CBiT. B iM’ Icyca Xpucra, aMiHb.
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