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Joseph Smith was “blessed to open the last dispen-
sation,” and we are blessed that he did.

My purpose this day and always is to testify
of Jesus Christ, that He is the Son of God, the
Creator and Savior of the world, our Deliver-
er and Redeemer. Because “the fundamental
principles of our religion are the testimony of
the Apostles and Prophets, concerning Jesus
Christ,’today I share with you my knowledge
and testimony of the Savior as they have been
strengthened and deepened by the life and teach-
ings of one key apostle and prophet.

The Beginning of Wisdom

On the morning of a beautiful clear day early
in the spring of 1820, 14-year-old Joseph Smith
entered a grove of trees near his family’s home to
pray about his sins and to ask which church to
join. His sincere prayer, offered with unwavering
faith, received the attention of the most power-
ful forces in the universe, including the Father
and the Son. And the devil. Each of these had an
intense interest in that prayer and in that boy.

What we now call the First Vision marked
the beginning of the Restoration of all things in
this last dispensation. But for Joseph, the expe-
rience was also personal and preparatory. All he
wanted was forgiveness and direction. The Lord
gave him both. The instruction to “join none of
[the churches]”was directive. The words “Thy
sins are forgiven thee”were redemptive.
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ncosedp Cmim 6ys “6nazocnosennuii 6i0Kkpumu
ocmamHiti po3nodin”, i mu 671a20cn06eHHI, W40 8iH
ue 3pobus.

Mos MeTa ChOTOHI Ta 3aBXIN — CBITUYUTH
npo Icyca Xpucra, mo Bin € CuaoM boxxnm,
Teopuem i Cnacutenem cBiTy, HammM Busso-
mmteneM i Bukyrmmrenem. Ockinbku “dyHpa-
MEHTA/IbHMMM IIPMHLIMIIAMI HAIIOl perlirii €
CBiflYeHHA aIlOCTOJIiB i IPOPOKiB cTOCOBHO Icyca
Xpucta”, cbOTO[IHI 51 IOMITIOCS 3 BAMY CBOIM
3HAHHAM i cBifueHHAM npo Criacurens, sKi 6yan
3MIITHEHH] Ta ITOrM6/IeHH] 3aBIAKN KUTTIO 1
BYEHHAM OJHOTO 3 BUJATHMX aIlOCTOMIB i po-
POKiB.

CtaHoBMEHHA MyOpPOCTi

Bpan1ii ofHOro 4y/10BOro ACHOTO [JHA PaH-
HbOI BecHM 1820 poky 14-piunnit [[xozed Cmir
3JII0B /IO Tal0 HEMOfa/TiK IOMY CBOEI CiM i,
1100 TTOMOJIUTHUCS IIPO CBOI T'PiXM i 3aIUTATH, KO
IKO1 11epKBY oMy npueaHatucs. Voro mupa
MOJIUTBA, IIPOMOBJIEHA 3 HETIOXUTHOIO BipoIo,
IpUBEPHYJIA YBary HAIMOTY THilMX cuil y Beec-
BiTi, BK/II0YHO 3 barbkoM i CuHowMm. I gusaBonom.
KoykeH 3 HUX BUABUB Be/IMKUII iHTepec JI0 Tiel
MOJIUTBMU i IO TOTO XJIOMIIA.

Te, mo mMu 3apas HasuBaemo Ilepmmm Bupin-
HsIM, [IO3HAYM/IO II0YATOK BiTHOB/IEHH: BChOTO B
IIbOMY OCTaHHbOMY po3nofini. Asne ma [lxose-
¢a 1jeit ;ocBiz OYB TaKOXX 0COOMCTUM i TmiAro-
TOBYMM. YCe, YOTO BiH IIparHyB — Iie OTpuMaTu
IpolleHHA i ckepyBaHHA. [ocrionb mas oMy i Te,
i Te. BkasiBka “He ... IpUERHYBATUCA 1O )KOTHOI
3 [uepkoB]”6yna ckepoByroyoro. CrnoBa “Biz-
IIYCKAIOTbCA. .. TPiXy T0O1”— BUKYIUTETbHUMI.
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For all the beautiful truths we might learn
from that First Vision, perhaps Joseph’s main
takeaway was simply, “I had found the testimo-
ny of James to be true—that a man who lacked
wisdom might ask of God, and obtain.”

As one scholar noted: “The real resonance of
the First Vision today is to know that it’s the na-
ture of God to give to those who lack wisdom. ...
The God that reveals Himself to Joseph Smith in
the sacred grove is a God who answers teenagers
in times of trouble.”

Joseph’s experience in the grove gave him
confidence to ask forforgivenessanddirectionfor
the rest of his life. His experience has also given-
meconfidence to ask for forgiveness and direc-
tion for the rest of my life.

Regular Repentance

On September 21, 1823, Joseph earnestly
prayed for forgiveness, confident that because
of his experience in the grove three years earli-
er, heaven would respond again.And it did. The
Lord sent an angel, Moroni, to instruct Joseph
and inform him of an ancient record he would
later translate by the gift and power of God—the
Book of Mormon.

Almost 13 years after that, Joseph and Oliver
Cowdery knelt in solemn, silent prayer in the
newly dedicated Kirtland Temple. We do not
know what they prayed for, but their prayers
likely included a plea for forgiveness, for, as they
arose, the Savior appeared and declared, “Behold,
your sins are forgiven you; you are clean before

»

me.

In the months and years after this experi-
ence, Joseph and Oliver would sin again. And
again. But in that moment,forthat moment, in
response to their plea and in preparation for the
glorious restoration of priesthood keys that was
about to happen, Jesus made them sinless.

Joseph's life of regular repentance gives me
confidence to “come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that [I] may obtain mercy.’T have learned
that Jesus Christ truly is “of a forgiving disposi-
tion.”It is neither His mission nor His nature to
condemn. He came to save.
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3 ycix mpeKpacHUX iCTUH, IPO AKi MU MO-
»eMo pisHarucs 3 [lepioro BuaiHHA, MaOyTh,
OCHOBHVIM BUCHOBKOM i1 [Ixo3eda craso Take:
“SI mepexoHaBCs B iCTMHHOCTI cBifueHHs SkoBa
PO Te, IO TOM, KOMY He BUCTa4a€ MyLpPOCTi,
noByuHeH ii mpocutyu Bif bora, i jactbcs Tomy’.

Ax 3ayBa>kuB oayH ydeHwit: “CHpaBxHil
pe3onanc Ilepiroro BUAiHHS CbOTOAIH] ITONIATAE
B YCBiIOMJ/IEHHI TOTO, 1110 IpMpofa bora — e
IaBaTy TUM, KOMY He BUCTa4a€e MyZpoCTi... bor,
Sxnit noxaszas Cebe [Ixo3edy CMiTy B CBSAIEH-
HOMY ra, — Iie bor, fIxuii Bignosigae mipmiT-
KaM y CKTajiHi qacm’.

Te, mio cTanoca 3 [[xosedom y razo, fano
JIOMY BIIEBHEHICTb IPOCUTUIIPOILEHHAICKE-
PYBaHHAIPOTATOM YChOTO CBOTO XUTTs. Voro
JOCBiJl TAKOXX JJaBMEHIBIIEBHEHICTD POCUTH
IPOILEHHA i CKepyBaHHA IIPOTATOM YChOT'O MOTO
KUTTA.

PerynapHe nokasHHs

21 BepecHs 1823 poky [Ixosed mupo mo-
NMBCA PO NPOIIEHH:A, BIIEBHEHMIA, 1110, 3aBJAKN
JI0TO JOCBifly B Talo TPM POKIM TOMY, Hebeca 3HO-
BY JAlyTb JIOMY BiflI0OBifib. I BiH He MOMUIMBCA.
Tocnopb ocnaB aHrena, MopoHis, HaBYaTU
I>xo3eda i moBifoMUTHM 1OMY IIPO HaBHIl TiTO-
IINC, AKNII BiH Ii3Hillle IIepeKIalaTuMe JapoM i
cunoo Big bora — Kuury MopmoHna.

Maitxe depes 13 pokiB micnA Liel mopii
Ixo3ed i OniBep Kaynepi ctany HaBKOJIIIKY B
YPOYMCTI, TUXiil MOJIUTBI y LIOMHO OCBAYEHOMY
Keprnenacbkomy xpami. My He 3HaEMO, IIPO 1Ij0
BOHM MOJIMJIVICA, aJIe B IXHIX MOJIUTBAX, IMOBIip-
HO, 6Y/I0 ITPOXaHHA IIPO MPOLIEHHS, OCKITbKI
KOJIV BOHM MiHANNCA, 3’ ABUBCcA Cracurens i
nporonocus: “Ocb, Ballli I'PixXy IPOIIEHO BaM; BI
gycTi nepeni MHowo”.

Y n1mHi HaCTYNHMUX MiCALIB i POKIB Mic/1a
11010 10cBiny [I>xosed i OniBep rpilnTUMyTh
3HOBY. | 3HOBY. AJle B Ty MUTb,3apainTiel MUT,
y BiAIIOBifb Ha iXHE O1araHHA i TOTYIOUUCD 1O
C/IaBETHOT'O BiTHOB/IEHHSA K/II0YiB CBAIIEHCTBA,
sIKe MaJIo 3rofioM BifnOyTucs, Icyc 3po6uBs ix
YYCTUMI.

JKutra Ixoseda, cioBHEHe PETyIAPHOTO
IIOKAAHHS, 1a€ MeHi BIIEBHEHICTD, 1[0 A MOXY
“mpuctynaltu] 3 BigBaroro 1o npectony 6maro-
[aTi, 06 MpUITHAT MWIICTD . 5 Hi3HaBCH, 1[0
Icyc Xpucroc AificHO Ma€ “cXMIBHICTD Ipola-
i, Hi Moro micis, ani Moro CYTHICTD He IIOJIA-
ra€e B TOMY, 1106 3acympkyBaru. Bin mpuitios
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Inquiring of the Lord

As part of the promised “restitution of all
things,’the Lord, through Joseph Smith, brought
forth the Book of Mormon and other revelations
that contain the fulness of His gospel. Vital truths
were given clarity and completeness as Joseph
repeatedly inquired of the Lord for direction.
Consider the following:

The Father and the Son have bodies “as tan-
gible as man’s”

Jesus took upon Himself not only our sins
but also our sicknesses, afflictions, and infirmi-
ties.

His Atonement was so excruciating it caused
Him to bleed from every pore.

We are saved by His grace “after all we can
do”

There are conditions to Christ’s mercy.

As we come unto Christ, He will not only
forgive our sins, but He will also change our very
nature so “that we have no more disposition to
do evil”

Christ always commands His people to
build temples,where He manifests Himself unto
themand endows them with power from on high.

I testify that all these things are true and
necessary. They represent only a fraction of the
fulness that was restored by Jesus Christ through
Joseph Smith in response to Joseph's recurring
requests for direction.

Rolling on This Kingdom

In 1842, Joseph wrote of amazing things that
would come to pass in this last dispensation.

He declared that during our day, “the heavenly
Priesthood will unite with the earthly, to bring
about those great purposes; and whilst we are
thus united in the one common cause, to roll
forth the kingdom of God, the heavenly Priest-
hood are not idle spectators.”

To his friend Benjamin Johnson, Joseph said,
“Benjamin, [if I die] I [would] not be far away
from you, and if on the other side of the veil, I
[would] still be working with you, and with a
power greatly increased, to roll on this kingdom.”

On June 27, 1844, Joseph Smith and his
brother Hyrum were murdered. Joseph’s body
was laid to rest, but his testimony continues to
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CIIacaTm.

3anutyBatny locnoga

YacTrHOO 06i1[IHOT0 “BifHOBIEHHA BChO-
ro”6yro Te, o focnoxp yepes [Ixosedpa Cmita
saBuB Kuury MopMoHa Ta iHIITi OfKpOBeHHs, AKi
MicTATh oBHOTY Voro esanrerii. Baxmmsi ictu-
HI CTaBa/M 3pO3yMUTIIINMY i HOBHIIIMMU, KON
II>xo3ed HeomHOpa3oBo 3BepTaBcs Ao [ocroza
3a ckepyBaHHAM. IIoMipKyiiTe OCb HaJ| YMM:

Barbko i CuH MawTh Tina, “Tak camo Bi4yT-
H[i] Ha MOTHK, fAK i mropchk[i]”

Icyc y3saB Ha Cebe He nmuie Haui Tpixy, ajne
¥I Hallli XBOPOOU, CTPXXJAHHA Ta HEYTH.

Voro CriokyTa 6yna HacTiIbKu 60iCHOIO,
1o 1e mpuMycnso Voro KpoBOTOUNTH KOKHOIO
II0pOIO.

Mu criacenHi Voro 61arofatTio “micisi BCbo-
TO, 1110 MY MOYKEMO 3pOOUTH .

g XprcToBoi MUIOCTI € TIEBHI YMOBI.

Axmo mu npuitgemo fo Xpucra, Bin He
JMIe IPOCTUTD HalIi I'Pixu, aze i SMiHUTD camy
Hally IPUPOAY TaK, ‘IJ0 MU BXKe He Ma[TuMeMo]
Oa>KaHHA YMHNUTH 3710 .

Xpuctoc 3apxay Hakasye CBOeEMY Hapozly
Oynysaru xpamu, fie Bin asisae Cebe imi o6papo-
Bye iX B/IaJIOI0 3TOPM.

S cBimay, 110 BCe 1je € icTMHHYUM i HeoOXifi-
HuM. e — nmine Mana 4acTUHA IIOBHOTH, AKY
Oyrno BigHOBIEeHO Icycom Xpuctom yepes []xo-
3eba CMiTa y BifilloBiZib Ha YMCIEHH] IPOXaHHS
II>xo3eda po ckepyBaHHS.

Po3bygoByBaTu Lie LapCcTBO

Y 1842 poui [Ixo3ed Hamycas mpo Te
IVIBOBIDKHE, L0 CTAHETHCA B IIbOMY OCTaHHBO-
My posmogini. Bin nporonocus, 1o B Hami fHi
“HebecHe CBALLIEHCTBO 3’ €IHAETHCA i3 3eMHNM,
06 JOCATTU TUX BEIMYHUX LIiel; 1 JOKU M
Tak 00’ €JHaHi CIII/IPHOIO CIIPaBOI0, IPOCYBaH-
HAM LjapcTBa Boxxoro, HebecHe CBSAIIEHCTBO He €
Oe3ylIHNM crlocTepiradem’.

Ho cBoro npyra, benmxamina JI>KoHCOHa,
Ixosed ckasas: “benmxamine, [AKio g1 TOMpY]
s [6yny] HemaneKo Bif Bac, i AIKIIO 5 ONMHIOCS IO
TOII OiK 3aBicH, A BCe llje Ipalio[BaTuMy] 3 BaMu
i3 3HAUHO 6IIBIIMMY CUTaMU, {06 PO36YHOBY-
BaTH Iie IIapCTBO .

27 yepBH1 1844 poky [Ixoseda CmiTa i 1toro
6para Taitpyma 6yno B6uto. Tino [Ixoseda 6yno
IIOXOBAHO, aJIe 100 CBiflYeHHA IIPOJOBXKYE BifI-
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reverberate around the world and in my soul:
“I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew
that God knew it, and I could not deny it

“I never told you I was perfect; but there is
no error in the revelations which I have taught”

“The fundamental principles of our religion
are the testimony of the Apostles and Prophets,
concerning Jesus Christ, that He died, was bur-
ied, and rose again the third day, and ascended
into heaven; and all other things which pertain to
our religion are only appendages to it

What was said of John the Baptist might
also be said of Joseph Smith: “There was a man
sent from God, whose name was [Joseph]. ... He
was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness
of that Light,” “that all men through him might
believe”

I believe. I believe and am sure that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of the living God. I testify
that the living God is our loving Father. I know
this because the voice of the Lord has spoken it
to me, and so has the voice of His servants, the
apostles and prophets, including and beginning
with Joseph Smith.

I testify that Joseph Smith was and is a
prophet of God, a witness and servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ. He was “blessed to open the
last dispensation,”and we are blessed that he did.

The Lord commanded Oliver and all of us,
“Stand by my servant Joseph, faithfully”I testify
that the Lord stands by His servant Joseph and
the Restoration wrought through him.

Joseph Smith is now part of that heavenly
priesthood of which he spoke. As he promised
his friend, he is not far away from us, and on the
other side of the veil, he is still working with us,
and with a power greatly increased, to roll on this
kingdom. With joy and thanksgiving, I raise my
voice in “praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah”And above all, praise to Jehovah, who
communed with that man! In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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JIYHIOBATU B YCbOMY CBITi 11 y MOI Jy1ii:

“dJ 6auuB BUOIHHA, A 3HAIO i€ 1 3HAIO, 1[0
bor e 3Hae, i 4 He MOXY Ta 71 He CMil0 3piKaTuCA
LIbOrO.

“dJ HiKOMM He Ka3aB BaM, 1O I JOCKOHA-
JINIA; ajie B OfIKPOBEHHSX, SIKMX 51 HAaBYaB, HEMAE
HIOMWJIOK .

“@yHpaMeHTaIbHIMY IPUHINIIAMY Ha-
1101 peirii € CBif4eHHs allOCTOJIIB 1 IPOPOKIiB
crocoBHO Icyca Xpucra, mo Bin momep, 6yB
IIOXOBaHMII 1 iIHABCA Ha TPETill IeHb, 1 BO3HIcC-
cs1 Ha HeOeca. A Bce iHIIle, IO CTOCYEThCS HAIIOL
pernirii, € nuiie JOXATKOM 10 I[bOTO .

Te, o 6yno ckasano mpo IBana Xpucture-
J151, TAKOXK MOXKHA cKasatu mpo [Io3eda Cmita:
“byB opjuH 40JIOBIK, 1110 Bix bora 6yB mocmanmii,
iomy itmenHA [[xo3ed]...” “Bin Tum CsiTnom
He 6yB, asie cBimunTyN MaB BiH npo CaiTno’, “m06
HOBipM/IM BCi Yepe3 HbOTO .

A Bipro. A Bipio i BneBHeHMI], o Icyc — me
Xpucroc, Cun bora xusoro. { cBiguy, mo bor
JKuBMIt i € HatmM mobnssanM barbkowm. S 3Hato
11e, 60 ronoc focroga MpoMoB/IAB 1l MeHi, a
TaKoX rosoc Voro cyt, anocToris i mpopokis,
BKJTIOUHO i mounHawun 3 [[>koseda Cumira.

A cBimguy, mwo JIxo3ed Cwmir 6yB i € mpo-
poxoM bora, cBigkoM i cyroro Tocniopa Icyca
Xpucra. Bin 6yB “6marocioBeHHNIT BifKpuTH
OCTaHHIll pO3MOfin’, i MU 671arOCTOBEHHI, 110 BiH
1€ 3poOuB.

Tocnopp Hakaszas OniBepy i BciM Ham: “TIifi-
Tpumyit Moro cnyry Jlxoseda Bipao”. A cBinuy,
mo locriopp migTpumye Csoro cayry JIxoseda i
BigHoBNeHHA, 37ilicHeHe Yepe3 HbOTO.

Ixo3ed CMiT Tenep HaIEXUTH O TOTO
He0eCHOTOo CBAIEHCTBA, IIPO sIKe BiH TOBOPUB.
Sk BiH i 06i11AB cBOEMY [IpyTY, BiH Heaneko
BifI Hac, i IO TOII OiK 3aBicu BiH Bce Iile MpaIjioe
Pa3oM 3 HaMM i3 3HAYHO OIMBIIMMU CUTAMU, 11[00
po30yoByBaTH Iie IAPCTBO. 3 pafiicTIo i BAsAY-
HiCTIO A 3[1i/IMal0 CBOIO XBaly “/IIOAVHI, IO 9y/Ia
€roBy’. A Haliro/oBHile, caBa €rosi, kit
CIizKyBaBcA 3 MM JosoBikom! B iM’s1 Icyca
Xpucra, aMiHb.
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