Turkish

The Words of Christ and the Holy Ghost Will Lead Us to the

Truth

By Elder Takashi Wada
Of the Seventy

Mesih’'in Sozleri ve Kutsal Ruh Bizi Hakikate Yonlendirecektir

Yasl: Takashi Wada
Yetmisler Kurulu

October 2024 general conference

Knowing this incredible plan will help us know we
are children of God and we can become like Him.

God is our Father in Heaven.We are His spir-
it children, and we are created after His image.
Therefore, each of us, as a child of God, has a
divine potential to become like Him.

We lived with Him as spirits before we came
to this earth.Heavenly Father, as our spirit parent,
loves us, wants the best for us, and prepared
a plan for us to receive His greatest blessings,
which are immortality and eternal life. According
to the plan, we, as spirit children, would be given
agency to choose His plan.By coming to the
earth, we would leave God’s presence, forget our
premortal life, receive bodies of flesh and bones,
gain our own experience, and develop faith.
With our bodies of flesh and bones, as natural
men we would succumb to temptation, become
unclean and distant from God, and not be able to
return to His holy presence. Because of Heavenly
Father’s infinite love for us, He sent His Firstborn
Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Savior. Through His
sacrifice, the Atonement, Jesus Christ made it
possible for us to be redeemed from our sins and
be resurrected and receive eternal life.

I am extremely grateful for these glorious
truths—what we call the Father’s plan of sal-
vation, His plan of mercy, or His great plan of
happiness. Learning these important truths has
helped me know my true identity and the great
blessings of exaltation and eternal life God has
prepared for us. The prophet Nephi taught us
the way: “Wherefore, ... feast upon the words of
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Bu inamlmaz plani bilmek, Tanri’nin ¢ocuklar
oldugumuzu ve O'nun gibi olabilecegimizi anla-
mamiza yardimc olacaktir.

Tanri, Cennetteki Babamizdir.Bizler O'nun
ruhsal ¢ocuklarry1z ve O’nun suretinde yaratildik.
Bu nedenle, her birimiz, Tanrrnin bir ¢ocugu
olarak, O’'nun gibi olmak igin ilahi bir potansiyele
sahibiz.

Bu diinyaya gelmeden 6nce ruhlar olarak
O’nunla beraber yasadik.Cennetteki Baba ruhsal
ebeveynimiz olarak bizi sever, bizim i¢in en
iyisini ister ve en biiyiik nimetleri olan 6liimsiiz-
lik ve sonsuz yasama kavusmamiz i¢in bir plan
hazirladi.Plana gore, ruh ¢ocuklar olarak bizlere
O’nun planini segme iradesi verilecekti.Diin-
yaya gelerek Tanr’'nin huzurundan ayrilacak,
olumliliik 6ncesi hayatimizi unutacak, etten ve
kemikten bedenler alacak, kendi tecriibelerimizi
kazanacak ve inancimizi gelistirecektik.Etten ve
kemikten olugan bedenlerimizle, dogal insanlar
olarak ayartilmaya yenik diisecek, kirlenecek,
Tanrrdan uzaklasacak ve O’nun kutsal huzuruna
geri donemeyecektik. Cennetteki Babanin bize
olan sonsuz sevgisi nedeniyle, Ik Dogmus Oglu
Isa Mesih’i Kurtaricimiz olmast igin génderdi. Isa
Mesih, Kefaret amaciyla kurban olusu sayesinde
giinahlarimizdan kurtulmamizi, dirilmemizi ve
sonsuz hayata kavusmamizi miimkiin kildr.

Baba'nin kurtulus plani, merhamet plani ya
da bityiik mutluluk plani olarak adlandirdigimiz
bu muhtesem hakikatler i¢in son derece minnet-
tarim. Bu 6nemli hakikatleri 6grenmek, gercek
kimligimi ve Tanrrnin bizim igin hazirladig
yticelis ve sonsuz yasamin biiyiik nimetlerini bil-
meme yardimci oldu. Peygamber Nefi bize yolu
sOyle 0gretti: “Bu nedenle, ... Mesil'in sozleriyle
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Christ; for behold, the words of Christ will tell
you all things what ye should do.”He added, “If
ye will enter in by the way, and receive the Holy
Ghost, it will show unto you all things what ye
should do”Today I would like to share how the
words of Christ and the Holy Ghost helped me
find these important peace-giving truths in my
teenage years.

The Words of Christ Will Tell You All
Things What You Should Do

Just like Nephi stated in the opening verse of
the book of 1 Nephi, I was also “born of goodly
parents.”I grew up in Nagano, Japan, in a home
where honesty, diligence, and humility were
strongly encouraged and conformity to the old
customs was strictly followed. My father was a
very religious man. I watched him praying in
front of the Shinto and Buddhist altars every
morning and every night. Even though I had no
idea whom he was praying to and what he was
praying for, I believed some sort of unseen power
or God would be “mighty to save” or help us if
we prayed sincerely.

Like other teenagers, I experienced many
hardships. I struggled, thinking that life was
unfair and had lots of ups and downs. I felt lost,
not having a sense of direction in my life. Life
seemed so fleeting because it would end when I
died. Life without knowing the plan of salvation
was confusing.

Not long after I started to learn English in
junior high school, all the students in our school
received a copy of the New Testament.Though
we had barely begun our study of English, our
teacher told us we should study English by
reading it. I opened it and reviewed its contents.
The words in the New Testament were extreme-
ly difficult for me. The words in Japanese were
equally difficult. However, Iwas drawn to a list
of statements and questions of the soul that had
been included just before the biblical text in this
Gideon Bible—questions about feeling lone-
ly, lacking confidence, being confused, facing
life’s trials, and so on. Each item on the list was
followed by a reference to verses and pages in the
New Testament. I was especially drawn to the
statement “When you are weary.” The reference
led me to openMatthew 11:28-30, in which Jesus
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kendinize bir ziyafet ¢ekin; ¢iinkii iste Mesih’in
sozleri sizlere yapmaniz gereken her seyi bildi-
recektir’O soyle ekledi, “Eger bu yola girer ve
Kutsal Ruh’u alirsaniz, O size yapmaniz gereken
her seyi gosterecektir”Bugiin Mesil'in s6zlerinin
ve Kutsal Ruh'un genglik yillarimda bu 6nemli
huzur veren hakikatleri bulmama nasil yardimai
oldugunu paylagmak istiyorum.

Mesih'in Sézleri Sizlere Yapmaniz Gere-
ken Her Seyi Bildirecektir

Tipki Nefinin, 1. Nefi kitabinin baslangi¢
ayetinde belirttigi gibi, ben de “iyi bir anne ve
babadan diinyaya geldim”Japonyanin Nagano
kentinde, diiriistliigiin, caligkanligin ve algak-
gontllaligiin giiclii bir sekilde tegvik edildigi ve
eski geleneklere uymanin siki bir sekilde takip
edildigi bir evde biiytidiim. Babam ¢ok dindar bir
adamdi. Onu her sabah ve her gece Sinto ve Bu-
dist sunaklarinin 6niinde dua ederken izlerdim.
Kime dua ettigini ve ne i¢in dua ettigini bilme-
sem de, i¢tenlikle dua edersek bir tiir gortinme-
yen giiclin ya da Tanrrnin bizi “kurtarmaya giicii
olacagina” ya da bize yardim edecegine inaniyor-
dum.

Tipk: diger gengler gibi, ben de bir¢ok zorluk
yasadim. Hayatin adaletsiz oldugunu ve bir¢ok
inis ¢ikisa sahip oldugunu diisiinerek miicadele
ettim. Hayatimda bir y6n duygusu olmadan,
kendimi kaybolmus hissediyordum. Hayat ¢ok
kisa goriintiyordu, ¢iinkii ben 6ldiiglimde sona
erecekti. Kurtulus planini bilmeden yasamak kafa
karistiricrydi.

Ortaokulda Ingilizce 6grenmeye basladiktan
kisa bir siire sonra, okulumuzdaki biitiin 6g-
rencilere Yeni Antlagmanin bir kopyas: verildi.
Ingilizce egitimimize yeni baglamis olmamiza
ragmen, 6gretmenimiz bize Ingilizceyi okuyarak
6grenmemiz gerektigini soyledi. Kitab1 agtim ve
icerigini gozden gecirdim. Yeni Antlasmadaki
kelimeler benim i¢in son derece zordu. Japon-
ca kelimeler de ayni derecede zordu. Fakat bu
Gideon Kutsal Kitabr'nda, kutsal kitap ile ilgili
metinlerden hemen 6nce yer alan, ruha iligkin
ifadeler ve sorulardan olusan bir liste dikkatimi
gekti; yalniz hissetmek, giiven eksikligi, kafanin
karisik olmasi, hayattaki sinavlarla yiizlesmek ve
benzeri konularla ilgili sorular. Listedeki her bir
maddenin ardindan, Yeni Antlagmadaki ayetlere
ve sayfalara referans verilmisti. Ozellikle “Yor-
gun oldugun zaman” ifadesi dikkatimi ¢ekti. Bu
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said to His disciples:

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls.

“For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”

This was the first time I remember read-
ing the words of Jesus Christ. Though I did not
understand all the words He said, His words
comforted me, lifted my soul, and gave me hope.
The more I read His words, the more I felt like
I should try the virtue of His words.I had never
felt like I felt that day. I felt I was loved. I felt that
Jesus Christ was someone I knew.

As I continued studying, I felt as though
He were speaking directly to me when He said,
“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness: for they shall be filled”

His words filled my heart, even though I
could not describe my feelings well at that time.
Although Jesus Christ lived many centuries ago
in a land unfamiliar to me, I thought I could trust
His words with all my heart. I hoped someday in
the future I might learn more about Jesus Christ.

The Holy Ghost Will Show You All
Things What You Should Do

That someday came only a few years later. I
met very dedicated, young, full-time missionar-
ies of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. And I soon met a small group of kind and
joyful Latter-day Saints striving to follow Jesus
Christ. Despite it taking me a while to fully trust
them, I came to see in the restored gospel what I
yearned for when I studied the New Testament—
the words of Jesus Christ and the hope and peace
that come from them.

A particularly sacred experience was when
the missionaries taught me to pray. I learned that
we should address God by name. When we pray,
we should speak from our hearts, express our
gratitude, and share our hopes and desires.Once
we have said all that we want to say, we end our
prayer by saying, “In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.” We do this because Jesus commanded us
to pray in His name.Praying to Heavenly Father

Page 3 — Not an official publication

referans beni [sa’nin dgrencilerine sdyledigiMatta
11:28-30’u agmaya yoneltti:

“Ey biitiin yorgunlar ve yiikii agir olanlar!
Bana gelin, ben size rahat veririm.

“Boyundurugumu yiiklenin, benden 6grenin.
Ciinkii ben yumusak huylu, alcakgoniillitytim.
Béylece canlariniz rahata kavusur.

“Boyundurugumu tagimak kolay, ylikiim
hafiftir”

Bu, Isa Mesih’in sozlerini okudugumu hatir-
ladigim ilk zamandi. O’nun soyledigi tiim sozleri
anlamasam da, sozleri beni rahatlatti, ruhumu
canlandird1 ve bana umut verdi. O’nun sozle-
rini okudukga, sézlerinin kuvvetini denemem
gerektigini daha ¢ok hissettim.O giin hissettikle-
rimi daha dnce hi¢ hissetmemistim. Sevildigimi
hissettim. Isa Mesih’in tanidigim biri oldugunu
hissettim.

Calismaya devam ederken, “Ne mutlu dog-
ruluga acikip susayanlara! Ciinkii onlar doyu-
rulacaklar” dediginde sanki dogrudan benimle
konusuyormus gibi hissettim.

O an duygularimi pek iyi tarif edemesem
de, O’nun sézleri yiiregimi doldurdu. Isa Mesih
yiizyillar 6nce benim i¢in yabanci topraklarda
yasamis olsa da, O’'nun sozlerine tiim kalbimle
giivenebilecegimi diisiiniityordum. Gelecekte bir
giin Isa Mesih hakkinda daha fazla sey 6grenebi-
lecegimi umuyordum.

Kutsal Ruh Size Yapmaniz Gereken Her
Seyi Gosterecektir

O giin sadece birkag y1l sonra geldi. Isa
Mesih'in Son Zaman Azizler Kilisesinin kendini
adamus, geng, tam zamanl gorevlileriyle tanis-
tim. Ve kisa siire sonra, Isa Mesih’i takip etmeye
calisan nazik ve sevincli Son Zaman Azizlerin-
den olusan kiigiik bir grupla tanistim. Onlara
tam olarak glivenmem biraz zaman alsa da, Yeni
Antlagsma’y ¢alisirken 6zlemini ¢ektigim seyi,
yani Isa Mesil'in sézlerini ve onlardan gelen
umut ve huzuru iade edilmis sevindirici haberde
gormeye basladim.

Ozellikle gorevlilerin bana dua etmeyi 6gret-
mesi benim i¢in kutsal bir tecriibeydi. Tanrr'ya
ismiyle hitap etmemiz gerektigini 6grendim.
Dua ederken yiirekten konusmali, minnettarli-
gimiz1 ifade etmeli, umutlarimizi ve arzularimizi
paylasmaliy1z.Soylemek istedigimiz her seyi
soyledikten sonra, duamizi “Isa Mesih’in adiyla,
amin” diyerek bitiririz. Boyle yapiyoruz, ¢linkii
Isa bize kendi adiyla dua etmemizi emretti.Cen-
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helped me know who He is and my relationship
with Him—that I was His beloved spirit son.

I learned that because Heavenly Father knows
and loves me, He would speak to me person-
ally, uniquely, and in ways I would understand
through the Holy Ghost.

There was a time when I really could not
recognize the Holy Ghost. I misunderstood,
thinking that all I had to do was follow the steps
of prayer and something dramatic would happen.
One day, during a lesson with the missionaries,

I stepped out of the lesson to take a break. I was
still confused about what I should do with my life
if the restored gospel of Jesus Christ really was
true.

As I'was about to return to the room where
the missionaries were waiting, I heard the voice
of one of the missionaries. I heard my name. In-
stead of opening the door, I listened to the voice
on the other side of the door. I was stunned. They
were simply praying to Heavenly Father. The one
saying the prayer was pleading to God that He
would hear my prayer. Though his Japanese was
not fluent, hearing his sincere prayer softened
my heart.I wondered why they cared about me
so much. Then I realized that their prayer in my
behalf was a reflection of Heavenly Father and
the Savior’s love for me. That love gave me hope,
and afterward I did ask God in faith and with
real intent. When I did, I felt a joyful and peace-
tul feeling that I was indeed a child of God and
that I had a divine potential and destiny. The plan
of salvation sank deep into my heart.

President Russell M. Nelson has said, “The
way you think about who you ... are affects ...
every decision you will ever make."It is so true
for me. The decision to follow the Savior Jesus
Christ by being baptized andreceiving the gift of
the Holy Ghost blessed my life more than I ever
imagined. As we enter into the baptismal cove-
nant with God, we promise that we are willing
to take upon ourselves the name of Jesus Christ,
keep the commandments of God, and serve Him
for the remainder of our lives.Our Heavenly Fa-
ther, in turn, promises us that we can always have
His Spirit to be with us—the continued guidance
from the Holy Ghost.

I invite you to have faith in the message
Nephi taught us—that the words of Christ and
the Holy Ghost will direct you to “all things what
[you] should do”Everything! This is an incredible
gift from God.
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netteki Baba’ya dua etmek, O’nun kim oldugunu
ve O’nunla olan iliskimi, O’'nun sevgili ruh oglu
oldugumu bilmeme yardimci1 oldu. Cennetteki
Baba beni tanidig1 ve sevdigi i¢in, Kutsal Ruh
araciligryla benimle kisisel, benzersiz ve anlayabi-
lecegim sekilde konusacagini 6grendim.

Bir dénem Kutsal Ruh'u ger¢ekten fark ede-
miyordum. Tek yapmam gerekenin dua adimlari-
n1 takip etmek oldugunu ve ardindan olaganiistii
bir sey olacagini diisiinerek bazi seyleri yanlis
anlamistim. Bir giin gorevlilerle ders yaparken,
ara vermek icin dersten ¢iktim. Eger Isa Mesih'in
iade edilmis sevindirici haberi gercekten dogruy-
sa, hayatimda ne yapmam gerektigi konusunda
hala kafam karigikt1.

Gorevlilerin bekledigi odaya donmek iizerey-
ken, gorevlilerden birinin sesini duydum. Adimi
duydum. Kap1y1 agmak yerine, kapinin diger
tarafindaki sesi dinledim. Cok sasirdim. Onlar,
sadece Cennetteki Baba’ya dua ediyorlardi. Dua
eden kisi, Tanrr'ya duam1 duymast igin yalvari-
yordu. Japoncast akici olmasa da, igten duasini
duymak kalbimi yumusatti.Neden benimle bu
kadar ilgilendiklerini merak ediyordum. Daha
sonra onlarin benim i¢in ettikleri duanin, Cen-
netteki Babanin ve Kurtaricrnin bana olan sevgi-
sinin bir yansimasi oldugunu fark ettim. Bu sevgi
bana umut verdi ve daha sonra Tanridan inangla
ve dogru bir amagla istedim. Bunu yaptigimda,
gercekten de Tanrrnin bir ¢cocugu oldugumu,
ilahi bir potansiyele ve kadere sahip oldugumu
sevingli ve huzurlu bir sekilde hissettim. Kurtulus
plani yiiregimin derinliklerine isledi.

Baskan Russell M. Nelson s6yle dedi: “Kim
oldugunuz hakkinda diisiinme sekliniz ... ve-
receginiz her karari etkiler” Bu benim i¢in ¢ok
dogru. Vaftiz olarak ve Kutsal Ruh armaganini
alarak Kurtarici Isa Mesih’i takip etme kararim,
hayatimi hayal ettigimden ¢ok daha fazla kutsadi.
Tanri ile vaftiz antlagmasina girerken, Isa Me-
sih’in adini tizerimize almaya, Tanrr'nin emirleri-
ni yerine getirmeye ve hayatimizin geri kalaninda
O’na hizmet etmeye istekli oldugumuza dair
soz veririz.Cennetteki Babamiz da bize Kutsal
Ruh'un siirekli rehberligiyle, her zaman O’nun
Ruhu’nun bizimle birlikte olacagini vaat eder.

Sizi Nefi'nin bize 6grettigi mesaja, Mesih'in
sozlerinin ve Kutsal Ruh'un size “yapmaniz gere-
ken her seye” yonlendirecegi mesajina inanmaya
davet ediyorum.Her seye! Bu, Tanrr'nin inanil-
maz bir armaganidir.
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Brothers and sisters, I am grateful for our Kardeslerim, Cennetteki Babamiz'in kurtulus
Heavenly Father’s plan of salvation. Because He plani i¢in minnettarim. O bizi sevdigi i¢in, Biri-
loves us, He prepared the way to return to His cik Dogmus Oglu Isa Mesih aracihigiyla, Kendi
presence through His Only Begotten Son, Jesus huzuruna dénmemizin yolunu hazirladi. Bu
Christ. Knowing this incredible plan will help us inanilmaz plani bilmek, Tanrrnin ¢ocuklar: ol-
know we are children of God and we can become  dugumuzu ve O'nun gibi olabilecegimizi anlama-
like Him. I am grateful for this important truth. miza yardimei olacaktir. Bu 6nemli hakikat i¢in
I bear you my witness that the words of Jesus minnettarim. Isa Mesih’in s6zlerinin ve Kutsal
Christ and the Holy Ghost will lead us to receive Ruh’un bizi sonsuz yasama kavusturacagina dair
eternal life. I know these things are true. In the size taniklik ederim. Bu seylerin dogru oldugunu
sacred name of Jesus Christ, amen. biliyorum. Isa Mesih’in kutsal adiyla. Amin.
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