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Despite the challenges we all face, our loving Heav-
enly Father has designed the plan of happiness
such that we are not destined to fail.

For several years I was assigned to home
teach an older sister in my ward. She did not
have an easy life. She had various health prob-
lems and experienced a lifetime of pain due to a
childhood accident on the playground. Divorced
at age 32 with four young children to raise and
provide for, she remarried at age 50. Her second
husband passed away when she was 66, and this
sister lived an additional 26 years as a widow.

Despite her lifelong challenges, she was
faithful to her covenants to the end. This sister
was an avid genealogist, a temple attender, and a
collector and writer of family histories. Though
she had many difficult trials, and without ques-
tion she felt at times sadness and loneliness, she
had a cheerful countenance and a gracious and
pleasant personality.

Nine months after her passing, one of her
sons had a remarkable experience in the temple.
He learned by the power of the Holy Ghost that
his mother had a message for him. She commu-
nicated with him, but not by vision or audible
words. The following unmistakable message
came into the son’s mind from his mother: “I
want you to know that mortality works, and I
want you to know that I now understand why
everything happened [in my life] the way it did—
and it is all OK”

This message is all the more remarkable
when one considers her situation and the diffi-
culties this sister endured and overcame.
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Hepimizin karsilastig1 zorluklara ragmen, sevgi
dolu Cennetteki Babamiz mutluluk planini oyle
bir sekilde tasarlamistir ki, basarisizliga mahkum
olmayz.

Birkag yil boyunca mahallemdeki yasli bir
kiz kardese ev 6gretmenligi yapmakla gorevlen-
dirilmistim. Onun kolay bir hayat1 olmadi. Cesitli
saglik sorunlar1 vardi ve ¢ocuklugunda oyun par-
kinda gecirdigi bir kaza nedeniyle 6miir boyu ac1
cekmisti. Yetistirmesi ve bakmasi gereken dort
kiigiik ¢ocukla 32 yasinda bosanmus, 50 yasinda
yeniden evlenmisti. Bu kiz kardes 66 yasindayken
ikinci esi vefat etmis ve 26 yil daha dul olarak
yasamist1.

Hayat1 boyunca yasadig: zorluklara ragmen,
antlasmalarina sonuna kadar sadik kaldi. Bu kiz
kardes hevesli bir soyagaci uzmani, tapinak ka-
tilimcisi ve aile gegmisi tizerine bir koleksiyoncu
ve yazard1. Zorlu bir¢ok sinavdan ge¢mis olmasi-
na ragmen ve zaman zaman {iziintii ve yalnizlik
hissettigi konusunda siiphe olmasa da, neseli bir
cehreye ve zarif ve hos bir kisilige sahipti.

Vefatindan dokuz ay sonra ogullarindan biri
tapinakta olaganiistii bir tecriibe yasadi. Kutsal
Ruh’un giiciiyle annesinin ona bir mesaji oldu-
gunu 6grendi. Annesi onunla iletisim kuruyordu
ama goriimle veya duyulabilir sozlerle degildi.
Oglunun zihnine annesinden su ¢ok belirgin me-
saj geldi: “Oliimlii hayatin ise yaradigini bilmeni
istiyorum ve [hayatimdaki] her seyin neden 6yle
oldugunu simdi anladigimi ve her seyin yolunda
oldugunu bilmeni istiyorum.”

Bu kiz kardesin i¢cinde bulundugu durum ve
katlandig: ve tistesinden geldigi zorluklar diisii-
niildiigiinde, bu mesaj ¢ok daha dikkat ¢ekicidir.
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Brothers and sisters, mortalityworks! It is
designed to work! Despite the challenges, heart-
aches, and difficulties we all face, our loving,
wise, and perfect Heavenly Father has designed
the plan of happiness such that we are not des-
tined to fail. His plan provides a way for us to
rise above our mortal failures. The Lord has said,
“This is my work and my glory—to bring to pass
the immortality and eternal life of man.”

Nonetheless, if we are to be the beneficiaries
of the Lord’s “work and ... glory;” even “im-
mortality and eternal life,” we must expect to
be schooled and taught and to pass through the
refiner’s fire—sometimes to our utter limits. To
completely avoid the problems, challenges, and
difficulties of this world would be to sidestep the
process that is truly necessary for mortality to
work.

And so we should not be surprised when
hard times come upon us. We will encounter
situations that try us and people who enable us to
practice true charity and patience. But we need to
bear up under our difficulties and remember, as
the Lord said:

“And whoso layeth down his life in my cause,
for my name’s sake, shall find it again, even life
eternal.

“Therefore, be not afraid of your enemies
[or your problems, challenges, or the tests of this
life], for I have decreed ..., saith the Lord, that
I will prove you in all things, whether you will
abide in my covenant ... that you may be found
worthy”

When we feel distraught or anxious about
our problems or feel that we might be receiving
more than our fair share of life’s difficulties, we
can remember what the Lord said to the children
of Israel:

“And thou shalt remember all the way/[s]
which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years
in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove
thee, to know what [is] in thine heart, whether
thou [would] keep his commandments, or no.”

As Lehi taught his son Jacob:

“Thou hast suffered afflictions and much
sorrow. ... Nevertheless, ... [God] shall conse-
crate thine afflictions for thy gain. ... Wherefore,
I know that thou art redeemed, because of the
righteousness of thy Redeemer.”
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Kardeslerim 6liimlii hayat ise yarryor! Bu
hayat ise yaramasi i¢in tasarlanmistir! Hepimizin
karsilastig1 zorluklara, kalp yaralarina ve gii¢liik-
lere ragmen, sevgi dolu, bilge ve mitkemmel Cen-
netteki Babamiz mutluluk planini dyle bir sekilde
tasarlamustir ki, basarisizliga mahkum olmayiz.
O’nun plani, 6limlii hayatimizin basarisizlik-
larinin iistesinden gelmemiz igin bir yol saglar.
Rab soyle dedi, “Benim igim ve yiiceligim budur:
Insanin 6limsiizliigiinii ve sonsuz hayatini ger-
geklestirmektir”

Yine de, Rab’bin “isinin ve yiiceliginin,” hatta
“oliimstizligiin ve sonsuz hayatin” hak sahipleri
olacaksak, egitilmeyi ve 6gretilmeyi ve ariticinin
atesinden kimi zaman sinirlarimizi zorlayacak
sekilde gegmeyi beklemeliyiz. Bu diinyanin
sorunlarindan, zorluklarindan ve giigliiklerinden
tamamen ka¢inmak, 6limlii hayatin islemesi i¢in
gergekten gerekli olan siireci atlamak olurdu.

Bu yiizden, zor zamanlar bizi buldugun-
da sagirmamaliyiz. Bizi sinayan durumlarla ve
gercek ilahi sevgiyi ve sabr1 gostermemize olanak
saglayan insanlarla karsilasacagiz. Ancak zorluk-
lara kars1 dayanmali ve Rab’bin dedigi gibi sunu
hatirlamaliy1z:

“Ve benim davam igin, benim adim ugruna
canini veren, canini yeniden, hatta sonsuz hayat1
bulacaktir.

“Bu ylizden diismanlarinizdan [veya prob-
lemlerinizden, karsilastiginiz zorluklardan ve
bu hayatin sinavlarindan] korkmayin, ¢iinkii ...
karar verdim, diyor Rab, dyle ki benim antlagma-
ma itaat edip etmeyeceginizi gormek icin sizi her
seyde sinayacagim, ... boylece layik bulunabilir-
siniz.”

Sorunlarimizdan dolay: kendimizi perisan
veya endiseli hissettigimizde veya hayatin zorluk-
larindan payimiza diisenden fazlasini aldigimizi
diisiindiigiimiizde, Rab’bin Israil [Yakup] ¢ocuk-
larina soylediklerini hatirlayabiliriz:

“Tanriniz Rab’bin sizi kirk yil boyunca ¢olde
dolastirdig1 uzun yolculugu [tiim yollar1] anim-
sayin! Buyruklarina uyup uymayacaginizi, ama-
cinizin ne oldugunu 6grenmek i¢in sizi algakgo-
niillii yaparak ve sikintilara sokarak sinad1”

Lehinin oglu Yakup'a 6grettigi gibi:

“Birgok ac1 ve sikint1 ¢ektin. ... “Buna
ragmen ... [Tanr1] senin sikintilarini iyiligine
gevirecektir. ... Bu nedenle, Fidye ile Kurtaran'in
dogrulugu sayesinde senin kurtuldugunu biliyo-

»

rum.
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Because this life is a testing ground and “dark
clouds of trouble hang oer us and threaten our
peace to destroy; it is helpful to remember this
counsel and promise found inMosiah 23relating
to life’s challenges: “Nevertheless—whosoever
putteth his trust in [the Lord] the same shall be
lifted up at the last day”

As a youth, I personally experienced great
emotional pain and shame that came as the result
of the unrighteous actions of another, which for
many years affected my self-worth and my sense
of worthiness before the Lord. Nevertheless, I
bear personal witness that the Lord can strength-
en us and bear us up in whatever difficulties we
are called upon to experience during our sojourn
in this vale of tears.

We are familiar with Paul’s experience:

“And lest I should be exalted above measure
through the abundance of the revelations [I have
received], there was given to me a thorn in the
flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I
should be exalted above measure.

“For this thing I besought the Lord thrice,
that it might depart from me.

“And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient
for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weak-
ness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me.”

We don’'t know what Paul’s “thorn in the
flesh” was. He chose not to describe whether it
was a physical ailment, a mental or emotional
infirmity, or a temptation. But we don’'t need to
know that detail to know that he struggled and
pleaded with the Lord for help and that, ulti-
mately, the Lord’s strength and power are what
helped him through it.

Like it was for Paul, it was through the Lord’s
help that I was eventually strengthened emotion-
ally and spiritually and finally recognized after
many years that I have always been a person of
worth and worthy of the blessings of the gospel.
The Savior helped me to overcome my feelings
of unworthiness and to extend sincere forgive-
ness to the offender.I finally understood that the
Savior’s Atonement was a personal gift for me
and that my Heavenly Father and His Son love
me perfectly. Because of the Savior’s Atonement,
mortality works.

While I was eventually blessed to recognize
how the Savior rescued me and stood by me
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Bu hayat bir sinav alan1 oldugundan ve “lize-
rimizde kara bulutlar dolasip huzurumuzu yok
etmekle tehdit ettiginden,’hayatin zorluklariyla
ilgili olarakMosiya 23’te bulunan su 6giit ve vaadi
hatirlamak yararli olacaktir: “Ancak her kim O’na
giivenirse son giinde yiiceltilecek olan odur”

Gengligimde, bir bagkasinin zalim davranis-
lar1 sonucunda kisisel olarak biiyiik bir duygusal
ac1 ve utang yasadim; bu da uzun yillar boyunca
6z saygimi1 ve Rab’bin oniindeki layiklik duygu-
mu etkiledi. Yine de, bu dertlerin diinyasindaki
yolculugumuz sirasinda yasamak iizere ¢agrildi-
gimiz her tiirlii zorlukta Rab’bin bizi giiclendire-
bilecegine ve bizi goklere tasiyabilecegine sahsen
taniklik ederim.

Pavlus'un yasadig: tecriibelere asinay1z:

“[Aldigim vahiylerin] Gstiinliigiiyle gurur-
lanmayayim diye bana bedende bir diken, beni
yumruklamak igin $eytan’in bir melegi verildi,
gururlanmayayim diye.

Bundan kurtulmak i¢in Rab’be ii¢ kez yalvar-
dim.

Ama O bana, ‘Liitfum sana yeter. Clinkii
giiclim, gii¢siizlitkte tamamlanir’ dedi. Iste,
Mesih'in giicii i¢imde bulunsun diye giigsiizliikle-
rimle sevinerek daha ¢ok dviinecegim.”

Pavlus'un “bedenindeki dikenin” ne oldugu-
nu bilmiyoruz. O, bunun fiziksel bir rahatsizlik
my, zihinsel ya da duygusal bir rahatsizlik mi,
yoksa bir ayartma mi oldugunu agiklamama-
y1 tercih etmistir. Ancak miicadele ettigini ve
yardim i¢in Rab’be yalvardigini ve nihayetinde
Rab’bin giiciiniin ve kudretinin ona bu zorluk-
lar1 atlatmasinda yardim ettigini bilmek i¢in bu
ayrintiy1 bilmemize gerek yoktur.

Pavlus’ta oldugu gibi, ben de Rab’bin yardi-
miyla sonunda duygusal ve ruhsal olarak giiclen-
dim ve yillar sonra nihayet her zaman degerli ve
sevindirici haberin kutsamalarina layik bir kisi
oldugumu anladim. Kurtarici degersizlik duygu-
larimin tstesinden gelmeme ve sug isleyen kisiyi
ictenlikle bagislamama yardim etti.Sonunda
Kurtaricrnin Kefaretinin benim i¢in kisisel bir
armagan oldugunu ve Cennetteki Babam’in ve
O’nun Oglunun beni mitkemmel bir sekilde sev-
digini anladim. Kurtaricrnin Kefareti sayesinde,
olumlii hayat ise yariyor.

Sonunda Kurtaricrnin beni nasil kurtardigin
ve bu tecriibeler sayesinde yanimda durdugunu
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through those experiences, I clearly understand
that the unfortunate situation of my teenage
years wasmypersonal journey and experience,
the resolution of which and eventual outcome
cannot be projected onto those who have suf-
fered and continue to suffer from the unrighteous
behavior of others.

I recognize that life’s experiences—good
and bad—can teach us important lessons. I now
know and bear testimony that mortality works! I
hope that as a result of the sum of my life’s expe-
riences—good and bad—I havecompassion for
innocent victims of another’s actions and empa-
thy for the downtrodden.

I sincerely hope that as a result of my lifes
experiences—good and bad—I am kinder to
others, treat others as the Savior would, and have
greater understanding for the sinner and that I
have complete integrity. As we come to rely on
the Savior’s grace and keep our covenants, we can
serve as examples of the far-reaching effects of
the Savior’s Atonement.

I share a final example that mortality works.

Elder Hales’s aunt, Lois VandenBosch, and
his mother, Klea VandenBosch.

My mother did not have an easy journey
through mortality. She received no accolades or
worldly honors and did not have educational op-
portunities beyond high school. She contracted
polio as a child, resulting in a lifetime of pain and
discomfort in her left leg. As an adult, she expe-
rienced many difficult and challenging physical
and financial circumstances but was faithful to
her covenants and loved the Lord.

When my mother was 55, my next older
sister passed away, leaving an eight-month-old
baby daughter, my niece, motherless. For vari-
ous reasons, Mom ended up largely raising my
niece for the next 17 years, often under very
trying circumstances. Yet, notwithstanding these
experiences, she happily and willingly served
her family, neighbors, and ward members and
served as an ordinance worker in the temple for
many years. During the last several years of her
life, Mom suffered from a form of dementia, was
often confused, and was confined to a nursing fa-
cility. Regrettably, she was alone when she passed
away unexpectedly.

Several months after her passing, I had a
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fark etmekle kutsanmis olsam da, genglik yilla-
rimdaki talihsiz durumunbenimbkisisel yolculu-
gum ve tecriibem oldugunu, bunun ¢éziimiiniin
ve nihai sonucunun bagkalarinin zalim davra-
nislariyla aci gekmis ve cekmeye devam edenlere
yiiklenemeyecegini agik¢a anliyorum.

Hayatin iyi veya kotii tecriibelerinin bize
onemli dersler verebileceginin farkindayim. Ar-
tik 6liimlii hayatin ise yaradigini biliyor ve buna
taniklik ediyorum!” Hayatim boyunca edindigim
iyi ve kotii deneyimlerin bir sonucu olarak, bas-
kalarinin eylemlerinin masum kurbanlarina kars1
merhamet ve ezilenlere karsi empati duydugumu
umuyorum.

Hayatimin iyi ve kétii deneyimlerinin bir so-
nucu olarak bagkalarina kars1 daha nazik olmay,
Kurtaricrnin davrandigi gibi davranmayz, giinah-
kara kars1 daha anlayish olmay: ve eksiksiz bir
diirtistliige sahip olmay i¢tenlikle umuyorum.
Kurtaricrnin liitfuna giivenip antlasmalarimizi
yerine getirdikce, Kurtaricrnin Kefaretinin genis
kapsamli etkilerinin 6rnekleri olarak hizmet
edebiliriz.

Oliimlii hayatin ise yaradigina dair son bir
ornek paylasayim.

Yash Halesin teyzesi, Lois VandenBosch ve
annesi, Klea VandenBosch.

Annemin 6liimli hayattaki yolculugu kolay
gecmedi. Hi¢bir miikafat veya diinyevi onur
almadi ve liseden sonra egitim firsatlarina sahip
olmadi. Cocukken ge¢irdigi cocuk felci, sol
bacaginda 6miir boyu siirecek agr1 ve rahatsizliga
yol act1. Bir yetiskin olarak pek ¢ok zor ve gii¢litk
dolu fiziksel ve ekonomik durumlarla karsilast:
ancak antlagmalarina sadik kald1 ve Rab’bi sevdi.

Annem 55 yasindayken, benden bir biiyitk
kiz kardesim vefat etti ve sekiz aylik kiz bebegi,
yani yegenim, annesiz kald1. Cesitli nedenlerden
dolay1, annem sonraki 17 y1l boyunca yegenimi
gogunlukla ¢ok zor kosullar altinda biiyiittii. Yine
de, bu yasadiklarina ragmen, ailesine, komsulari-
na ve mahalle tiyelerine mutlu ve istekli bir sekil-
de hizmet etti ve uzun yillar boyunca tapinakta
bir téren ¢alisani olarak hizmet etti. Hayatinin
son birkag yilinda annem bir tiir demans hasta-
ligina yakalanmust, sik sik kafasi karisiyordu ve
bir bakim merkezine yatirilmists. Ne yazik ki,
beklenmedik bir sekilde vefat ettiginde yalnizd.

Vefatindan birkag ay sonra, hi¢ unutamadi-
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dream I have never forgotten. In my dream, I was
sitting in my office at the Church Administration
Building. Mom entered the office. I knew she had
come from the spirit world. I will always remem-
ber the feelings I had. She did not say anything,
but she radiated a spiritual beauty that I had nev-
er before experienced and which I have difficulty
describing.

Her countenance and being were truly stun-
ning! I remember saying to her, “Mother, you are
so beautiful!,” referencing her spiritual power and
beauty. She acknowledged me—again without
speaking. I felt her love for me, and I knew then
that she is happy and healed from her worldly
cares and challenges and eagerly awaits “a glori-
ous resurrection.’] know that for Mom, mortality
worked—and that it works for us too.

God’s work and glory is to bring to pass the
immortality and eternal life of man.The expe-
riences of mortality are part of the journey that
allows us to grow and progress toward thatim-
mortality and eternal life. We were not sent here
to fail but to succeed in God’s plan for us.

As King Benjamin taught: “And moreover,

I would desire that ye should consider on the
blessed and happy state of those that keep the
commandments of God. For behold, they are
blessed in all things, both temporal and spiritual;
and if they hold out faithful to the end they are
received into heaven, that thereby they may dwell
with God in a state of never-ending happiness.’In
other words, mortality works!

I testify that as we receive the ordinances of
the gospel, enter into covenants with God and
then keep those covenants, repent, serve oth-
ers, and endure to the end, we too can have the
assurance and complete trust in the Lord that
mortality works! I testify of Jesus Christ and that
our glorious future with our Heavenly Father is
made possible by the grace and Atonement of the
Savior. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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gim bir ritya gérdiim. Riiyamda Kilise Idari Isler
Binasrndaki ofisimde oturuyordum. Annem
ofise girdi. Onun ruhlar aleminden geldigini bili-
yordum. Yasadigim duygular1 her zaman hatir-
layacagim. Higbir sey sdylemedi ama daha 6nce
hi¢ yasamadigim ve tarif etmekte zorlandigim
ruhsal bir giizellik sagiyordu.

Yiizii ve varhig1 gergekten etkileyiciydi! Ona,
ruhsal giiciine ve giizelligine atifta bulunarak
“Anne, sen ¢ok giizelsin!” dedigimi hatirliyo-
rum. Beni yine konusmadan onayladi. Bana olan
sevgisini hissettim ve o anda onun mutlu oldu-
gunu, diinyevi kaygilarindan ve sikintilarindan
kurtuldugunu ve “gorkemli bir dirilisi” sabirsiz-
likla bekledigini anladim.Biliyorum ki annem
i¢in 6liimlii hayat ise yaradi ve bizim igin de ise
yariyor.

Tanrrnin isi ve yiiceligi, insanin 6liimsiiz-
ligiinii ve sonsuz hayatini gerceklestirmektir.
Oliimlii hayatin tecriibeleri, bu éliimsiizliige
ve sonsuz yasama dogru bitylimemizi ve iler-
lememizi saglayan yolculugun bir pargasidir.

Biz buraya basarisiz olmak i¢in degil, Tanr1'nin
bizim i¢in hazirladig1 planda basarili olmak i¢in
gonderildik.

Kral Benyamin’in 6grettigi gibi: “Ve bununla
birlikte Tanrr'nin emirlerini yerine getirenlerin
kutsal ve sevingli durumlarini diisiinmenizi isti-
yorum. Ciinkii iste, onlar gerek diinyasal, gerekse
ruhsal her seyde kutsanmiglardir; ve sonuna
kadar da dayanirlarsa cennete kabul edilecekler,
boylece Tanrryla sonsuz bir mutluluk durumun-
da yasayacaklardir”Baska bir deyisle bu 6liimlii
hayat ise yariyor!

Sevindirici haberin kutsal térenlerini ger-
ceklestirdikge, Tanrryla antlasmalar yaptikca ve
sonra bu antlagmalara sadik kaldikga, tovbe ettik-
¢e, bagkalarina hizmet ettikce ve sonuna kadar
dayandikga, bizlerin de 6liimlii hayatin ise yara-
digina dair Rab’be inanabilecegimize ve O'na tam
bir giiven duyabilecegimize taniklik ediyorum!
Isa Mesih hakkinda taniklik ediyorum ve Cen-
netteki Babamiz ile olan gorkemli gelecegimizin
Kurtaricrnin litfu ve Kefareti sayesinde miimkiin
olduguna taniklik ediyorum. Isa Mesih’in adiyla,
amin.
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