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Christ’s charity—evident in complete loyalty to
divine will—persisted and continues to persist.

It is the Sabbath day, and we have gathered
to speak of Christ and Him crucified. I know that
my Redeemer lives.

Consider this scene from the last week of
Jesus’s mortal life. A multitude had gathered,
including Roman soldiers armed with staves
and strapped with swords. Led by officers from
the chief priests who had torches in hand, this
earnest company wasnotoff to conquer a city.
Tonight they were looking for only one man, a
man not known to carry a weapon, receive mili-
tary training, or engage in physical combat at any
time in His entire life.

As the soldiers approached, Jesus, in an effort
to protect His disciples, stepped forth and said,
“Whom seek ye?” They replied, “Jesus of Naza-
reth” Jesus said, “I am he. ... As soon ... as he
had said unto them, I am he, they went back-
ward, and fell to the ground.”

To me, that is one of the most stirring lines
in all of scripture. Among other things, it tells me
straightforwardly thatjust being in the presenceof
the Son of God—the great Jehovah of the Old
Testament and Good Shepherd of the New, who
bears no weapons of any kind—thatjust hear-
ing the voiceof this Refuge from the Storm, this
Prince of Peace, is enough to send antagonists
stumbling into retreat, piling them in a jumble,
making the whole group wish they had been
assigned kitchen duty that night.

Just a few days earlier, when He had entered
the city triumphantly, “all the city was moved,”
the scripture says, asking, “Who is this?”I can
only imagine that “Who is this?” is the question
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Mesik'in ilahi sevgisi, ilahi iradeye tam bir sadakat
gostererek devam etmistir ve devam etmektedir.

Bugiin $abat giinii ve biz Mesih’ten ve O’'nun
carmiha gerilisinden sz etmek i¢in toplandik.
Kurtaricim’in yagadigini biliyorum.

[sanin 6liimlii hayatinin son haftasindaki su
sahneyi diisiinlin. Aralarinda sopalarla silah-
lanmis ve kili¢ kusanmis Romali askerlerin de
bulundugu bir kalabalik toplanmuist1. Ellerinde
mesaleler bulunan bas rahiplerin 6nderligindeki
bu ciddi topluluk bir sehri fethetmeyegitmiyor-
du.Bu gece sadece tek bir adam ariyorlards, ki O
biitiin hayat1 boyunca silah tasidigi, askeri egitim
aldig1 veya fiziksel gatigmaya girdigi goriilmemis
bir adamdi.

Askerler yaklagirken Isa, 6grencilerini koru-
mak i¢in 6ne ¢ikt1 ve “Kimi arryorsunuz?” diye
sordu. “Nasirali Isa’y1” diye kargilik verdiler. Isa
onlara “Ben’im” dedi ... Isa, “Ben’im deyince”
geri gekilip yere diistiiler”

Bana gore bu, tiim kutsal yazilardaki en
heyecan verici satirlardan biridir. Diger seylerin
yani sira, Eski Antlasmanin biiyiik Yehovasi ve
Yeni Antlasma’nin Iyi Cobani1 olan ve higbir silah
tasimayan Tanrrnin Oglu'nun sadecehuzurunda
bulunmanin, bu Saganaga Kars1 Siginak’in, bu
Baris Prensi’nintek sesini duymanin, diisman-
larin tokezleyerek geri ¢ekilmelerine, onlarin
darmadagin olmalarina ve tiim grubun o gece
mutfak gorevi verilmis olmasini dilemesi i¢in
yeterli oldugunu bana agikea gosteriyor.

Bundan sadece birkag giin énce Isa,bu sehre
zafer kazanmigcasina giris yaptiginda kutsal
yazilar insanlarin “Bu kimdir?” diye sordugunu,
“biitiin kentin galkalandigin1” yazar.O saskin as-
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those muddled soldiers were now asking!

Theanswerto that question could not have
been in His looks, for Isaiah had prophesied
some seven centuries earlier that “he hath no
form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him,
there is no beauty that we should desire him.It
certainly wasn’t in His polished wardrobe or His
great personal wealth, of which He had neither.
It could not be from any professional training
in the local synagogues because we have no
evidence that He ever studied at any of them,
though even in His youth He could confound su-
perbly prepared scribes and lawyers, astonishing
them with His doctrine “as one having authority”

From that teaching in the temple to His
triumphant entry into Jerusalem and this final,
unjustifiable arrest, Jesus was routinely placed
in difficult, often devious situations in which He
was always triumphant—victories for which we
have no explanation except divine DNA.

Yet down through history many have simpli-
fied, even trivialized our image of Him and His
witness of who He was. They have reduced His
righteousness to mere prudishness, His justice to
mere anger, His mercy to mere permissiveness.
We must not be guilty of such simplistic versions
of Him that conveniently ignore teachings we
finduncomfortable. This “dumbing down” has
been true even regarding His ultimate defining
virtue, His love.

During His mortal mission, Jesus taught that
there were two great commandments. They have
been taught in this conference and will forever
be taught: “Love the Lord thy God [and] love
thy neighbour as thyself”If we are to follow the
Savior faithfully in these two crucial and inex-
tricably linked rules, we ought to hold firmly to
what Heactuallysaid. And what Heactuallysaid
was, “If ye love me, keep my commandments”On
that same evening, He said we were to “love one
another; as I have loved you”

In those scriptures, those qualifying phrases
defining true, Christlike love—sometimes re-
ferred to as charity—are absolutely essential.

What do they define? How did Jesus love?

First, He loved with “all [of His] heart, might,
mind and strength,’giving Him the ability to heal
the deepest pain and declare the hardest reality.
In short, He is one who could administer grace
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kerlerin simdi sorduklari sorunun “Bu kimdir?”
oldugunu hayal edebiliyorum!

Bu sorununcevabiO’nun goriiniisiinde
olamazdy, ¢linkii Yesaya yedi yiizyil kadar 6nce
sOyle peygamberlik etmisti: “Bakilacak bicimden,
giizellikten yoksundu. Gonliimiizii ¢eken bir
goriiniisti de yoktu”Bu cevap kesinlikle O'nun
gosterisli gardirobunda veya O'nun sahip olma-
dig1 biyiik kisisel servetinde degildi. Bu, yerel
sinagoglarda herhangi bir profesyonel egitimden
kaynaklanamazdi, ¢iinkii O’'nun herhangi bir
sinagogda egitim aldigina dair elimizde higbir
kanit yok, ancak gengliginde bile mitkemmel
bir sekilde hazirlanmis din bilginlerini ve yasa
uzmanlarini sagirtarak, 6gretilerini “yetkili biri
gibi” 6greterek onlar1 hayrete diisiirebiliyordu.

Tapinaktaki 6gretisinden, Yerusalime zaferle
girisine ve bu son, haksiz tutuklanmasina kadar,
Isa rutin olarak her zaman zafer kazandig: zor,
¢ogu zaman da hileli durumlara sokuldu; bu
zaferler i¢in ilahi DNA disinda hicbir agiklama-
miz yok.

Yine de tarih boyunca pek ¢cok kisi O'na dair
imajimizi ve O'nun kim olduguna dair tanikligini
basitlestirmis, hatta 6nemsizlestirmistir. O’'nun
dogrulugunu sadece tutuculuga, adaletini sadece
otkeye, merhametini sadece miisamahaya indir-
gemislerdir. Rahatsiz edici buldugumuz 6gretileri
rahatlikla gormezden gelen bu tiir basitlestirilmis
O’nun versiyonlarina kars1 dikkatli olmaliy1z. Bu
“seviyeyi diisiirme” O’nun nihai tanimlayici erde-
mi olan sevgisi i¢in bile gegerli olmustur.

Isa, yeryiiziindeki hizmeti sirasinda iki
biiyiik emir oldugunu 6gretti. Bunlar bu konfe-
ransta 0gretildi ve sonsuza kadar da 6gretilecek:
“Tanrin Rab’bi [ve] komsunu kendin gibi seve-
ceksin”Bu iki 6nemli ve ayrilmaz bir sekilde bir-
birine bagl kuralda Kurtaricr'y: sadakatle takip
edeceksek, O'nungergektesdylediklerine siki s1-
kiya bagli kalmaliy1z. Ve O’nungergektesoyledigi
ise suydu, “Beni seviyorsaniz, [emirlerimi] yerine
getirirsiniz.’O ayni1 aksam Isa, “Sizi sevdigim gibi
siz de birbirinizi [sevmelisiniz]” dedi.

Bu kutsal yazilarda, gercek, Mesihe 6zgii
sevgiyi tanimlayan ve bazen ilahi sevgi olarak
da adlandirilan niteleyici ifadeler kesinlikle gok
onemlidir.

Bunlar neyi tanimliyor? Isa nasil sevdi?

[lk olarak O, “biitiin yiiregiyle, giiciiyle, ak-
liyla ve kuvvetiyle”sevdi; bu da O’'na derin acilar1
iyilestirme ve ac1 gergekleri bildirme yetenegi
verdi. Kisacas1 O, ayn1 anda hem liitufta bulu-
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and insist on truth at the same time.As Lehi said
in his blessing to his son Jacob, “Redemption
cometh in and through the Holy Messiah; for

he is full of grace and truth”His love allows an
encouraging embrace when it is needed and a
bitter cup when it has to be swallowed. So we try
to love—with all of our heart, might, mind, and
strength—Dbecause that is the way He loves us.

The second characteristic of Jesus’s divine
charity was His obedience toevery wordthat
proceeded from God’s mouth,always aligning
His will and behavior with that of His Heavenly
Father.

When He arrived on the Western Hemi-
sphere following His Resurrection, Christ said
to the Nephites: “Behold, I am Jesus Christ. ...

I have drunk out of that bitter cup which the
Father hath given me, ... in the which I have
suffered the will of the Father ... from the begin-
ning”

Of the myriad ways He could have intro-
duced Himself, Jesus did soby declaring His
obedience to the will of the Father—never mind
that not long before in His hour of greatest need,
this Only Begotten Son of God had felt totally
abandoned by His Father.Christ’s charity—evi-
dent in complete loyalty to divine will—persisted
and continues to persist, not just through the
easy and comfortable days but especially through
the darkest and most difficult ones.

Jesus was “a man of sorrows, the scriptures
say. He experienced sadness, fatigue, disappoint-
ment, and excruciating loneliness. In these and in
all times, Jesus’s love faileth not, and neither does
His Father’s. With such mature love—the kind
that exemplifies, empowers, and imparts—ours
will not fail either.

So, if sometimes the harder you try, the more
difficult it seems to get; if, just as you try to work
on your limitations and your shortcomings,
you find someone or something determined to
challenge your faith; if, as you labor devotedly,
you still feel moments of fear wash over you,
remember that it has been so for some of the
most faithful and marvelous people in every era
of time. Also remember that there is a force in
the universe determined to opposeevery good
thingyou try to do.
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nabilen hem de gergegi 1srarla vurgulayabilen
biriydi.Lehi’nin, oglu Yakupu kutsarken soyledigi
gibi: “Fidye ile kurtulus Kutsal Mesih'in sayesin-
de ve O'nun araciligiyla gelir; ¢linkii O liituf ve
gercek doludur”O’nun sevgisi, ihtiya¢ duyuldu-
gunda cesaret verici bir kucaklamaya ve yutul-
mas! gerektiginde aci bir kaseye izin verir. Bu
yiizden tiim yiiregimizle, giictimiizle, aklimizla
ve kuvvetimizle sevmeye calisalim, ¢iinkii O bizi
bu sekilde seviyor.

Isanin ilahi sevgisinin ikinci 6zelligi, Tan-
rinin agzindan ¢ikanher sozeitaat ederek,Kendi
istegini ve davranislarini her zaman Cennetteki
Babasrninkiyle uyumlu hale getirmesidir.

Dirilisinin ardindan Bat1 Yarimkiire'ye geldi-
ginde, Mesih Nefililere soyle dedi: “Iste, ben ...
Isa Mesih'im. Babanin bana verdigi o ac1 kase-
den i¢tim, ... bunu yaparken baslangictan beri
Baba'nin her istegine katlandim.”

Kendisini tanitmak i¢in kullanabilecegi
say1siz yol varken, Isa bunuBabanin istegine itaat
ettigini agiklayarakyapmustir ki, cok kisa bir siire
once, en ¢ok ihtiya¢ duydugu anda, Tanrrnin
bu Biricik Dogmus Oglu'nun, Babas! tarafindan
tamamen terk edildigini hissetmis olmasina
bakmaksizin bunu yapmistir. Mesih'in ilahi sev-
gisilahi istege tam baglilikta agik¢a goriilmekte-
dirsadece kolay ve rahat giinlerde degil, 6zellikle
en karanlik ve en zor giinlerde de stirmiistiir ve
stirmeye devam etmektedir.

Kutsal yazilar Isa’nin “acilarin adamr’oldugu-
nu soyler. O, iiziintii, yorgunluk, hayal kiriklig1 ve
dayanilmaz bir yalnizlik yasadi. Bu zamanlarda
ve her zaman Isanin sevgisi asla son bulmaz ve
Babasrnin sevgisi de son bulmaz. Béylesine ol-
gun bir sevgiyle -6rnek olan, gii¢ veren ve verici
tiirden bir sevgiyle- bizimki de son bulmayacak-
tir.

Bu nedenle, bazen ne kadar ¢ok cabalasaniz
da her seyin daha zor hale geldigini diisiiniiyor-
saniz; tam da yetersizlikleriniz ve eksiklikleriniz
tizerinde galismaya ugrasirken, inancinizi sor-
gulamaya kararli birini veya bir seyi bulursaniz;
adanmuis olarak emek verirken, hala korku anlari-
nin sizi kapladigini hissediyorsaniz, her dsnemde
baz1 olaganiistii ve en sadik insanlar i¢in de boyle
oldugunu unutmayin. Ayrica evrende yapmaya
calistiginiziyi olan her seyekarsi ¢ikmaya kararli
bir gii¢ oldugunu da unutmayin.
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So, through abundance as well as poverty,
through private acclaim as well as public crit-
icism, through the divine elements of the Res-
toration as well as the human foibles that will
inevitably be part of it,we stay the course withthe
true Church of Christ. Why? Because as with our
Redeemer, we signed on for the whole term—not
ending with the first short introductory quiz but
through to the final exam. The joy in this is that
the Headmaster gave us all open-book answers-
before the course began. Furthermore, we have a
host of tutors who remind us of these answers at
regular stops along the way. But of course, none
of this works if we keep cutting class.

“Whom seek ye?” With all our hearts we
answer, “Jesus of Nazareth.” When He says, “I
am he,’we bow our knee and confess with our
tongue that He is the living Christ, that He alone
atoned for our sins, that He was carrying us even
when we thought He had abandoned us. When
we stand before Him and see the wounds in His
hands and feet, we will begin to comprehend
what it meant for Himto bear our sins and be ac-
quainted with grief, to be completely obedient to
the will of His Father—all out of pure love for us.
To introduce others to faith, repentance, baptism,
the gift of the Holy Ghost, and receiving our
blessings in the house of the Lord—these are the
fundamental“principles and ordinances”that ulti-
mately reveal our love of God and neighbor and
joyfully characterize the true Church of Christ.

Brothers and sisters, I testify that The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the vehicle
God has provided for our exaltation. The gospel
it teaches is true, and the priesthood legitimiz-
ing it is not derivative. I testify that Russell M.
Nelson is a prophet of our God, as His predeces-
sors were and as His successors will be. And one
day that prophetic guidance will lead a genera-
tion to see our Messenger of Salvation descend
like “lightning ... out of the east,’and we will
exclaim, “Jesus of Nazareth.” With arms forever
outstretched and love unfeigned, He will reply, “I
am he’I so promise with the apostolic power and
authority of His holy name, even Jesus Christ,
amen.
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Dolayistyla, bollukta oldugu kadar yoksul-
lukta da, 6zel 6vgiilerde oldugu kadar kamusal
elestirilerde de, Tade Edilig’in ilahi unsurlari ile
kaginilmaz olarak onun bir par¢asi olacak insani
zaaflarda da, Mesil'in gergek Kilisesiile yolumuza
devam ederiz. Neden? Ciinkii Fidye ile Kurta-
ricimiz igin oldugu gibi, bizler de ilk kisa giris
sinaviyla her seyi birakmiyoruz, final sinavina
kadar kursun tamamu i¢in kayit yaptirdik. Isin
sevindirici yani, Bagogretmen’inkurs baslama-
dan 6ncehepimize agik kitap cevaplarini vermis
olmasidir. Bunun yanu sira, yol boyunca diizenli
duraklarda bize bu cevaplar1 hatirlatan bir dizi
ozel 6gretmenimiz de vardir. Ancak elbette,
dersleri asmaya devam edersek bunlarin higbiri
ige yaramaz.

“Kimi arryorsunuz?” Biitiin kalbimizle biz
cevap veririz, “Nasirali Isay1” O, “Ben’im’diye
cevap verdiginde biz diz ¢oker ve dilimizle O'nun
yagayan Mesih oldugunu, giinahlarimizin kefa-
retini yalnizca O'nun 6dedigini, bizi terk ettigini
diistindiigiimiiz zamanlarda bile bizi tagidiginm
acikca soyleriz. O'nun 6niinde durdugumuzda
ve ellerindeki ve ayaklarindaki yaralar1 gordiigii-
miizde, O’nungiinahlarimizi tasimasinin, kederle
tanismasinin ve Babasr'nin istegine tamamen
itaat etmesininne anlama geldigini kavramaya
baslayacagiz ve bunlarin hepsi bize olan saf sev-
gisinden kaynaklanmaktadir. Bagkalarini inangla,
tovbeyle, vaftizle, Kutsal Ruh armaganiyla ve
Rab’bin evinde kutsamalarimizi almakla tanistir-
mak, bunlar en nihayetinde Tanrimiza ve kom-
sumuza olan sevgimizi ortaya koyan ve Mesih'in
gercek Kilisesi'ni sevingle karakterize eden temel
“ilkeler ve kutsal torenlerdir”

Kardeslerim, Isa Mesih’in Son Zaman Azizler
Kilisesinin Tanrrnin ylicelmemiz igin sagladigi
bir arag olduguna taniklik ederim. Kilise'nin 6g-
rettigi sevindirici haber dogrudur ve onu dogru-
layan rahiplik sonradan tiiretilmemistir. Taniklik
ederim ki Russell M. Nelson'in tipki, kendisinden
onceki selefleri ve kendisinden sonra gelecek
olan halefleri gibi Tanrimizin bir peygamberidir.
Ve bir giin bu peygamberliksel yonlendirme,
Kurtulus Habercimiz’in “dogudan ¢akip ... her
tarafta goriilen simsek gibi”’O’nun gékten ini-
sini gorecek bir nesle 6nciilitk edecek ve bizler
“Nasirali [sa” diye haykiracagiz. Kollarini sonsuza
dek agarak ve sevgisini hi¢ esirgemeden cevap
verecektir: “Ben’'im.”O’nun kutsal adinin, hatta
Isa Mesih'in havarisel giicii ve yetkisiyle bunu
vaat ediyorum, amin.
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