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Let us not wait for things to get hard before turn-
ing to God. Let us not wait until the end of our
mortal lives to truly repent.

I testify of a loving Heavenly Father. In the
April 2019 general conference, moments after I
was sustained in my new responsibility as a Gen-
eral Authority Seventy, the choir sang a rendition
of “I Stand All Amazed” that pierced my heart
and soul.

I marvel that he would descend from his
throne divine

To rescue a soul so rebellious and proud as
mine,

That he should extend his great love unto
such as I,

Sufficient to own, to redeem, and to justify.

As I heard those words, I was all amazed. I
felt that despite my inadequacies and flaws, the
Lord blessed me to know that “in his strength I
can do all things”

The common feeling of inadequacy, weak-
ness, or even unworthiness is something with
which many of us sometimes struggle. I still
struggle with this; I felt it the day I was called. I
have felt it many times, and I still feel it right now
speaking to you. However, I have learned that I
am not alone with these feelings. In fact, there
are many accounts in the scriptures of those who
seem to have felt similar feelings. For example,
we remember Nephi as a faithful and valiant
servant of the Lord. At times, even he struggled
with feelings of unworthiness, weakness, and
inadequacy.

He said: “Notwithstanding the great good-
ness of the Lord, in showing me his great and
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Tanri’ya donmek igin islerin zorlasmasini bekleme-
yelim. Gergekten tovbe etmek igin 6liimlii hayati-
mizin sonunu beklemeyelim.

Sevgi dolu bir Cennetteki Baba’ya taniklik
ederim. Nisan 2019daki genel konferansta, Genel
Otorite Yetmisi olarak yeni sorumlulugum igin
desteklendikten birka¢ dakika sonra, koro kal-
bimi ve ruhumu derinden etkileyen “Hayretler
I¢inde Kaldim” ilahisini seslendirdi.

[lahi tahtindan agag1 inecegi iin hayret
ediyorum

Benim gibi ¢ok asi ve gururlu bir can1 kurtar-
mak igin,

Biiyiik sevgisini benim gibi birisine goster-
mek i¢in,

O’nun sevgisi bana sahip ¢ikmak, beni kur-
tarmak ve aklamak igin yeterli”

Bu sarki s6zlerini duyunca hayretler i¢inde
kaldim. Yetersizliklerime ve kusurlarima ragmen,
Rab’bin beni “O’nun giiciiyle her seyi yapabilece-
gimi” bilmem i¢in kutsadigini hissettim.

Yaygin olarak hissedilen yetersizlik, zayif-
lik ve hatta degersizlik duygusu bircogumuzun
zaman zaman miicadele ettigi bir durumdur.

Ben héla bununla miicadele ediyorum, hizmete
¢agrildigim giin bunu hissettim. Bunu bir¢ok

kez hissettim ve su anda sizinle konusurken hala
hissediyorum. Fakat bu duygulari yasayan tek ki-
sinin ben olmadigimi 6grendim. Aslinda, kutsal
yazilarda benzer duygular hissetmis gibi goriinen
pek ¢ok kisinin hikayesi vardir. Ornegin, Ne-

fi’yi Rab’bin sadik ve yigit bir hizmetkar1 olarak
hatirlariz. Fakat zaman zaman o bile degersizlik,
zayiflik ve yetersizlik duygulariyla miicadele etti.

Soyle dedi, “Rab biiytik iyiligiyle bana yiice

ve harika islerini gostermis olmasina ragmen,
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marvelous works, my heart exclaimeth: O
wretched man that I am! Yea, my heart sorroweth
because of my flesh; my soul grieveth because of
mine iniquities.”

The Prophet Joseph Smith spoke of often
feeling “condemned,” in his youth, “for [his]
weakness and imperfections”But Joseph'’s feel-
ings of inadequacy and worry were part of what
led him to ponder, study, learn, and pray. As you
may remember, he went to pray in the grove near
his home to find truth, peace, and forgiveness.
He heard the Lord say: “Joseph, my son, thy sins
are forgiven thee. Go thy way, walk in my stat-
utes, and keep my commandments. Behold, I am
the Lord of Glory. I was crucified for the world
that all those who believe on my name may have
eternal life”

Joseph'’s sincere desire to repent and seek the
salvation of his soul helped him come to Jesus
Christ and receive forgiveness of his sins. This
continuous effort opened the door to the con-
tinuing Restoration of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

This remarkable experience of the Prophet
Joseph Smith illustrates how feelings of weakness
and inadequacy can help us recognize our fallen
nature. If we are humble, this will help us come
to recognize our dependence upon Jesus Christ
and stir within our hearts a sincere desire to turn
to the Savior and repent of our sins.

My friends, repentance is joy!Sweet repen-
tance is part of a daily process through which,
“line upon line, precept upon precept,’the Lord
teaches us to live a life centered in His teachings.
Like Joseph and Nephi, we can “cry unto [God]
for mercy; for he is mighty to save”He can fulfill
any righteous desire or longing and can heal any
wound in our lives.

In the Book of Mormon: Another Testament
of Jesus Christ, you and I can find countless ac-
counts of individuals who learned how to come
unto Christ through sincere repentance.

I'd like to share with you an example of the
tender mercies of the Lord through an experi-
ence that occurred in my beloved home island of
Puerto Rico.

It was in my hometown of Ponce that a sister
in the Church, Célia Cruz Ayala, decided that she
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yiiregim yine de haykiriyor: Ah, ne zavall1 bir in-
sanim! Evet, yliregim bedenim yiiziinden tizgiin,
ruhumsa kotiiliiklerim ytiziinden acilar i¢inde.”

Peygamber Joseph Smith gengliginde, “za-
yifliklar: ve eksiklikleri” nedeniyle sik sik “su¢lu”
hissettiginden soz etti.Ancak Joseph'in yetersizlik
ve endise duygular1 onu derinlemesine diisiinme-
ye, calismaya, 6grenmeye ve dua etmeye yonlen-
diren seylerin bir pargasiydi. Hatirlayacaginiz
gibi, hakikati, huzuru ve bagislanmay1 bulmak
i¢in evinin yakinindaki koruya dua etmeye gitti.
Rab’bin soyle dedigini duydu: “Joseph, oglum,
glinahlarin bagisland1. Kendi yolundan git,
kurallarima uy, emirlerimi yerine getir. Iste ben
Yiiceligin Rab’biyim. Adima inanan herkesin
sonsuz yagsama kavusmasi i¢in diinya ugruna
garmiha gerildim.

Joseph'in tovbe etme ve ruhunun kurtulugu-
nu arama konusundaki samimi arzusu, onun [sa
Mesihe gelmesine ve giinahlarinin bagislanma-
stna yardimci oldu. Bu siirekli ¢aba, Isa Mesih'in
sevindirici haberinin son giinlerde devam eden
Tade Edilisinin kapisini agt1.

Peygamber Joseph Smith'in bu olaganiistii
tecriibesi, zayiflik ve eksiklik duygularinin diis-
miis olan dogamizi tanimamiza nasil yardimei
olabilecegini gostermektedir. Eger algakgoniillii
olursak, bu Isa Mesihe olan bagimliligimizi fark
etmemize kalbimizde Kurtaricr'ya gergek bir
amagla donmek ve giinahlarimizdan tévbe etmek
i¢in samimi bir arzu uyandirmamiza yardimeci
olabilir.

Dostlarim, tévbe sevingtir! Tath bir tévbe,
Rab’bin bize “satir {izerine satir, emir iizerine
emir vererek’Kendi 6gretilerine odakli bir hayat
stirmeyi dgrettigi glinliik stirecin bir pargasidir.
Joseph ve Nefi gibi biz de “[Tanrr'ya] merhamet
gostermesi igin [yalvarabiliriz]; ¢iinki O kurta-
racak giictedir”O her tiirlii dogru arzuyu ya da
ozlemi yerine getirebilir ve hayatlarimizdaki her
tiirlii yarayr iyilestirebilir.

Isa Mesih Hakkinda Baska Bir Taniklik olan
Mormon Kitabrnda, samimi tovbe yoluyla Me-
sihe nasil geleceklerini 6grenen kisilerin sayisiz
hikayesini bulabiliriz.

Cok sevdigim memleketim Porto Riko
adasinda yasadigim bir olay araciligiyla Rab’bin
sefkatli merhametinin bir 6rnegini sizlerle pay-
lagmak istiyorum.

Memleketim Poncede, Kilisedeki bir kiz
kardes olan Celia Cruz, Mormon Kitabr'n1 bir ar-
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was going to give a Book of Mormon to a friend.
She wrapped it and went to deliver this gift, more
precious to her than diamonds or rubies, she
said.On her way, a thief approached her, grabbed
her purse, and ran away with the special gift
inside.

When she told this story at church, her
friend said, “Who knows? Maybe this was your
opportunity to share the gospel!”

Well, a few days later, do you know what
happened? Célia received a letter. I hold that
letter, which Célia sharedwith me, in my hand
today. It says:

“Mrs. Cruz:

“Forgive me, forgive me. You will never know
how sorry I am for attacking you. But because
of it, my life has changed and will continue to
change.

“That book [the Book of Mormon] has
helped me in my life. The dream of that man of
God has shaken me. ... I am returning your five
[dollars,] for I can’t spend them. I want you to
know that you seemed to have a radiance about
you. That light seemed to stop me [from harming
you, so] I ran away instead.

“I want you to know that you will see me
again, but when you do, you won't recognize me,
for I will be your brother. ... Here, where I live,

I have to find the Lord and go to the church you
belong to.

“The message you wrote in that book
brought tears to my eyes. Since Wednesday night
I have not been able to stop reading it. I have
prayed and asked God to forgive me [and] I ask
you to forgive me. ... I thought your wrapped gift
was something I could sell. [Instead,] it has made
me want to [change] my life. ... Forgive me, for-
give me, I beg you.

“Your absent friend.”

Brothers and sisters, the light of the Savior
can reach us all, no matter our circumstances.

“It is not possible for you to sink lower than the
infinite light of Christ’s Atonement shines,” said
President Jeffrey R. Holland.

As for the unintended recipient of Célia’s
gift, the Book of Mormon, this brother went on
to witness more of the Lord’s mercy. Although it
took time for this brother to forgive himself, he
found joy in repentance. What a miracle! One
faithful sister, one Book of Mormon, sincere re-
pentance, and the Savior’s power led to the enjoy-
ment of the fulness of blessings of the gospel and
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kadasina vermeye karar verdi. Kitab1 paketledi ve
kendisi i¢in elmaslardan veya yakutlardan daha
degerli olan bu hediyeyi teslim etmeye gitti.Yolda
giderken bir hirsiz ona yaklasti, ¢antasini kapt1 ve
igindeki 6zel hediye ilekagtu.

Bu hikayeyi kilisede anlattiginda, arkadasi
“Kim bilir? Belki de bu sevindirici haberi paylas-
man i¢in bir firsatt1!” dedi.

Birkag giin sonra ne oldu biliyor musunuz?
Celia bir mektup ald1. Celianin benimle paylas-
t1g1 o mektubu bugiin elimde tutuyorum. $oyle
diyor:

“Bayan Cruz:

“Beni affedin, beni affedin. Size saldirdigim
i¢in ne kadar tizgiin oldugumu asla bilemezsiniz.
Fakat bu sayede hayatim degisti ve degismeye
devam edecek.

“Bu kitap [Mormon Kitabi] hayatimda bana
yardimci oldu. Tanrrnin o adaminin riiyas: beni
sarst1. ... Bes [dolariniz1] geri génderiyorum,
¢iinkii harcayamam. Bilmenizi isterim ki, tizeri-
nizde bir nur varmis gibi goriintiyordu. Bu 151k
[size zarar vermemi] engelliyor gibiydi, ben de bu
yiizden kagtim.

“Beni tekrar goreceginizi bilmenizi isterim,
ama gordiigiiniizde beni tanimayacaksiniz,
¢iinkii ben sizin kardesiniz olacagim. ... Burada,
yasadigim yerde, Rab’bi bulmam ve iiyesi oldu-
gunuz kiliseye gitmem gerekiyor.

“O kitapta yazdiginiz mesaj gozlerimi yasart-
t1. Carsamba gecesinden beri okumay1 biraka-
madim. Dua ettim, Tanrrdan beni affetmesini
istedim [ve] sizden de beni affetmenizi istiyorum.
... Paketlenmis hediyenizi satabilecegim bir sey
sanmistim. [Oysa], bu kitap hayatimi [degistir-
mek] istememe neden oldu. ... Beni affedin, beni
affedin, size yalvariyorum.

“Kay1p arkadasiniz”

Kardeslerim, durumumuz ne olursa olsun
Kurtaricrnin 15181 hepimize ulasabilir. Baskan
Jeffrey R. Holland’in dedigi gibi, “Mesih’in Ke-
faretinin sonsuz 151g1n1n parladigi yerden daha
asagiya dilsmeniz miimkiin degildir”

Celianin hediyesi olan Mormon Kitabrnin
beklenmedik alicisina gelince, bu kardes Rab’bin
merhametine daha fazla sahit olmaya devam etti.
Bu kardesin kendini affetmesi zaman alsa da,
tovbe edince seving buldu. Ne biiyiik bir mucize!
Bir sadik kiz kardes, bir Mormon Kitabi, samimi
tovbe ve Kurtaricrnin giicii, sonsuza dek miihiir-
lenmis bir aileye, Rab’bin evinde sevindirici ha-
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sacred covenants in the house of the Lord.Other
family members followed and accepted sacred
responsibilities in the Lord’s vineyard, including
full-time missionary service.

As we come unto Jesus Christ, our path of
sincere repentance will eventually lead us to the
Savior’s holy temple.

What a righteous motive to strive to be
clean—to be worthy of the fulness of the bless-
ings made possible by our Heavenly Father
and His Son through sacred temple covenants!
Serving regularly in the house of the Lord and
striving to keep the sacred covenants we make
there will increase both our desire and our ability
to experience the change of heart, might, mind,
and soul necessary for us to become more like
our Savior. President Russell M. Nelson has tes-
tified: “Nothing will open the heavensmore[than
worshipping in the temple]. Nothing!”

My dear friends, do you feel inadequate? Do
you feel unworthy? Are you second-guessing
yourself? Perhaps you might worry and ask: Do I
measure up? Is it too late for me? Why do I keep
failing when I am trying my absolute best?

Brothers and sisters, surely we will make
mistakes in our lives along the way. But please
remember that, as Elder Gerrit W. Gong has
taught: “Our Savior’s Atonement is infinite and
eternal. Each of us strays and falls short. We may,
for a time, lose our way. God lovingly assures us
[that] no matter where we are or what we have
done, there is no point of no return. He waits
ready to embrace us”

As my dear wife, Cari Lu, has also taught me,
we all need to repent, rewind, and reset the time
to “zero oclock” every single day.

Obstacles will come. Let us not wait for
things to get hard before turning to God. Let us
not wait until the end of our mortal lives to truly
repent. Instead, let us now, no matter which part
of the covenant path we are on, focus on the re-
demptive power of Jesus Christ and on Heavenly
Father’s desire for us to return to Him.

The Lord’s house, His holy scriptures, His
holy prophets and apostles inspire us to strive

Page4 — Not an official publication

berin ve kutsal antlasmalarin nimetlerinin tadim

¢ikarmaya Onciiliik etti.Diger aile tiyeleri de bunu
takip etti ve tam zamanl gorevli hizmeti de dahil
olmak tizere Rab’bin baginda kutsal sorumluluk-

lar iistlendi.

Isa Mesihe yaklastik¢a, samimi tévbe yolu-
muz bizi nihayetinde Kurtaricrnin kutsal tapina-
gina gotiirecektir.

Cennetteki Babamiz ve Oglu tarafindan
kutsal tapinak antlagmalar1 araciligryla miimkiin
kilinan kutsamalarin doluluguna layik olmak
icin temiz olmaya ¢cabalamak ne kadar dogru bir
gidiidiir! Rab’bin evinde diizenli olarak hizmet
etmek ve orada yaptigimiz kutsal antlagmalar1 ye-
rine getirmeye ¢aligmak, hem arzumuzu hem de
Kurtaricimiza daha ¢ok benzememiz igin gerekli
olan yiirek, giig, zihin ve ruh degisimini tecriibe
etme yetenegimizi artiracaktir. Bagkan Russell
M. Nelson soyle taniklik etti: “Hicbir sey [tap1-
nakta ibadet etmekten]daha fazlagokleri agamaz.
Higbir sey!”

Sevgili dostlarim, kendinizi yetersiz mi his-
sediyorsunuz? Kendinizi layik degilmis gibi mi
hissediyorsunuz? Kendinizi sorguluyor musu-
nuz? Belki endiselenebilir ve sunu sorabilirsiniz:
Ben yeterince iyi miyim? Benim i¢in gok mu ge¢?
Elimden gelenin en iyisini yapmaya ¢aligtigim
halde neden siirekli basarisiz oluyorum?

Kardeslerim, hayatimiz boyunca elbette
hatalar yapacagiz. Fakat liitfen sunu unutmayin,
Yash Gerrit W. Gong'un 6grettigi gibi, “Kurtari-
cimiz’in Kefareti sinirsiz ve ebedidir. Her birimiz
dogru yoldan ¢ikiyor ve yetersiz kaliyoruz. Bir
stire yolumuzu kaybedebiliriz. Tanr1 bize sev-
giyle sunu temin eder: Nerede olursak olalim,
ne yapmis olursak olalim, geri doniisii olmayan
bir nokta yoktur. Bizi kucaklamak i¢in hazir bir
sekilde bekler”

Sevgili esim Cari Lu'nun da bana 6grettigi
gibi, hepimizin her giin tévbe etmesi, zamani
geri sarmasi ve zamani “sifir noktasina” getirmesi
gerekir.

Engeller ¢ikacaktir. Tanrr'ya donmek igin
islerin zorlasmasini beklemeyelim. Gergekten
tovbe etmek i¢in 6liimlii hayatimizin sonunu
beklemeyelim. Bunun yerine, antlagsma yolunun
hangi boliimiinde olursak olalim, isa Mesih'in
kurtarici giiciine ve Cennetteki Babanin O’na
geri donmemiz i¢in duydugu arzuya odaklana-
lim.

Rab’bin evi, O’nun kutsal yazilari, kutsal
peygamberleri ve havarileri, Mesih'in 6gretisi
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towards personal holiness through the doctrine
of Christ.

And Nephi said: “And now, behold, my be-
loved brethren, this is the way; and there is none
other way nor name given under heaven whereby
man [and woman] can be saved in the kingdom
of God. And now, behold, this is the doctrine
of Christ, and the only and true doctrine of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

Our process of “at-one-ment” with God may
feel challenging. But you and I can pause, be still,
look to the Savior, and seek to find and act on
what Hewould have us change. If we do so with
tull intent, we will witness His healing. And think
of how our posterity will be blessed as we em-
brace the Lord’s gift of repentance!

The Master Potter, taught my dad, will mold
and refine us, which can be difficult. Nonetheless,
the Master Healer will also cleanse us. I have
experienced and continue to experience that
healing power. I testify that it comes through
faith in Jesus Christ and daily repentance.

Oh, it is wonderful that he should care for
me

Enough to die for me!

I testify of God’s love and of the infinite
power of His Son’s Atonement. We can feel it
profoundly as we sincerely and wholeheartedly
repent.

My friends, I am a witness of the glorious
Restoration of the gospel through the Prophet
Joseph Smith and the current divine guidance of
the Savior through His prophet and mouthpiece,
President Russell M. Nelson. I know Jesus Christ
lives and that He is the Master Healer of our
souls. I know and I testify that these things are
true, in the holy name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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araciligiyla kisisel kutsallik yolunda ¢aba goster-
memiz i¢in bize ilham verir.

Ve Nefi soyle dedi: “Ve simdi iste, sevgili kar-
deslerim, yol budur ve [erkeklerin ve kadinlarin]
Tanrrnin Kralligi'nda kurtulabilmesi i¢in gokle-
rin altinda baska bir yol ya da ad verilmemistir.
Ve simdi bakin, bu Mesil'in 6gretisidir ve ...
Babanin, Ogul'un ve Kutsal Ruh’'un tek ve gercek
Ogretisidir”

Tanrryla “bir-olma” siirecimiz bize zor
gelebilir. Fakat siz ve ben durabilir, sakin olabilir,
Kurtaricr'ya bakabilir ve O'nun degistirmemizi
istedigi seyleri kesfetmeye ve bu degisikliklere
gore hareket etmeye calisabiliriz. Eger bunu tam
bir amagla yaparsak, O’nun sifasina tanik oluruz.
Ve Rab’bin tévbe armaganini kucakladigimizda,
gelecek nesillerimizin nasil kutsanacagini bir
disiiniin!

Babamin 6grettigi gibi, Usta Comlekgi bizi
sekillendirecek ve giinahlarimizdan arindira-
caktir ki bu da zor olabilir. Her seye ragmen,
Usta Sifaci bizi gercekten de temiz kilacaktir. Bu
iyilestirici giicii tecriibe ettim ve tecriibe etmeye
devam ediyorum. Taniklik ederim ki, bu iyilesti-
rici gii¢ Isa Mesihe iman ve giinliik tovbe aracili-
gryla gelir.

Ah, beni gozetmesi ne kadar harika

Benim ugruma 6lecek kadar!

Tanrrnin sevgisine ve Oglunun Kefaretinin
sonsuz giiciine taniklik ederim. I¢tenlikle ve
tiim kalbimizle tovbe ettiimizde bunu derinden
hissedebiliriz.

Dostlarim, ben Peygamber Joseph Smith
araciligryla sevindirici haberin gérkemli fade
Edilisinin ve Kurtaricrnin peygamberi ve sozcii-
sii Bagkan Russell M. Nelson araciligiyla su anki
ilahi rehberliginin bir sahidiyim. Isa Mesih’'in
yasadigini ve O'nun canlarimizin Usta Sifacist
oldugunu biliyorum. Bunlarin dogru oldugunu
biliyor ve taniklik ediyorum, isa Mesih’in kutsal
adiyla, amin.
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