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Joseph Smith was “blessed to open the last dispen-
sation,” and we are blessed that he did.

My purpose this day and always is to testify
of Jesus Christ, that He is the Son of God, the
Creator and Savior of the world, our Deliver-
er and Redeemer. Because “the fundamental
principles of our religion are the testimony of
the Apostles and Prophets, concerning Jesus
Christ,’today I share with you my knowledge
and testimony of the Savior as they have been
strengthened and deepened by the life and teach-
ings of one key apostle and prophet.

The Beginning of Wisdom

On the morning of a beautiful clear day early
in the spring of 1820, 14-year-old Joseph Smith
entered a grove of trees near his family’s home to
pray about his sins and to ask which church to
join. His sincere prayer, offered with unwavering
faith, received the attention of the most power-
ful forces in the universe, including the Father
and the Son. And the devil. Each of these had an
intense interest in that prayer and in that boy.

What we now call the First Vision marked
the beginning of the Restoration of all things in
this last dispensation. But for Joseph, the expe-
rience was also personal and preparatory. All he
wanted was forgiveness and direction. The Lord
gave him both. The instruction to “join none of
[the churches]”was directive. The words “Thy
sins are forgiven thee”were redemptive.

For all the beautiful truths we might learn
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Joseph Smith, “son diizenleme donemini baglat-
makla kutsanmisti” ve biz de o bu donemi baglatti-
guigin kutsanmis durumdayiz.

Bugiin ve her zaman amacim Isa Mesih hak-
kinda, O’'nun Tanrrnin Oglu, diinyanin Yaraticisi
ve Kurtaricisy, bizim Kurtaricimiz ve Fidye ile
Kurtaranimiz olduguna taniklik etmektir. “Dini-
mizin temel ilkeleri, Havarilerin ve Peygamberle-
rin Isa Mesihe dair tanikliklari"oldugu igin bugiin
sizlerle dnemli bir havari ve peygamberin hayati
ve Ogretileriyle Kurtaricrnin hakkinda giiglenen
ve derinlesen bilgimi ve tanikligimi paylasaca-
gum.

Bilgeligin Baslangici

1820 baharinin baslarinda giizel ve aydinlik
bir giinlin sabahinda, 14 yasindaki Joseph Smith,
giinahlar1 hakkinda dua etmek ve hangi kiliseye
katilacagini sormak i¢in ailesinin evinin yakin-
larindaki bir agaclik koruya girdi. Sarsilmaz bir
inangla ettigi icten duasi, Baba ve Ogul da dahil
olmak tizere evrendeki en gii¢lii kuvvetlerin
dikkatini ¢ekti. Ve tabii seytanin da. Her biri bu
duaya ve bu ¢ocuga kars1 yogun bir ilgi duyuyor-
du.

Giiniimiizde Ik Goriim olarak adlandur-
digimiz sey, bu son diizenleme doneminde her
seyin lade Edilisi'nin baglangicini isaret ediyordu.
Fakat Joseph i¢in bu tecriibe hem kigsisel hem
de hazirlik niteligindeydi. Istedigi tek sey bagis-
lanmak ve yonlendirilmekti. Rab ona ikisini de
verdi. “[Kiliselerden] hi¢birine katilma’talimati
yonlendirici nitelikteydi. “Glinahlarin bagislan-
dr’kelimeleri kurtarici nitelikteydi.

Bu Ik Gériimden 6grenebilecegimiz tiim
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from that First Vision, perhaps Joseph’s main
takeaway was simply, “I had found the testimo-
ny of James to be true—that a man who lacked
wisdom might ask of God, and obtain.”

As one scholar noted: “The real resonance of
the First Vision today is to know that it’s the na-
ture of God to give to those who lack wisdom. ...
The God that reveals Himself to Joseph Smith in
the sacred grove is a God who answers teenagers
in times of trouble.”

Joseph’s experience in the grove gave him
confidence to ask forforgivenessanddirectionfor
the rest of his life. His experience has also given-
meconfidence to ask for forgiveness and direc-
tion for the rest of my life.

Regular Repentance

On September 21, 1823, Joseph earnestly
prayed for forgiveness, confident that because
of his experience in the grove three years earli-
er, heaven would respond again.And it did. The
Lord sent an angel, Moroni, to instruct Joseph
and inform him of an ancient record he would
later translate by the gift and power of God—the
Book of Mormon.

Almost 13 years after that, Joseph and Oliver
Cowdery knelt in solemn, silent prayer in the
newly dedicated Kirtland Temple. We do not
know what they prayed for, but their prayers
likely included a plea for forgiveness, for, as they
arose, the Savior appeared and declared, “Behold,
your sins are forgiven you; you are clean before
me.”

In the months and years after this experi-
ence, Joseph and Oliver would sin again. And
again. But in that moment,forthat moment, in
response to their plea and in preparation for the
glorious restoration of priesthood keys that was
about to happen, Jesus made them sinless.

Joseph's life of regular repentance gives me
confidence to “come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that [I] may obtain mercy.’I have learned
that Jesus Christ truly is “of a forgiving disposi-
tion.”It is neither His mission nor His nature to
condemn. He came to save.

Inquiring of the Lord
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giizel gerceklere ragmen, Joseph'in temel ¢ika-
riminin basitge su oldugunu gosteren kanitlar
vardir: “Yakup’un, bilgelikte eksigi olan bir insa-
nin Tanridan bilgelik isteyebilecegine ve bunu
elde edebilecegine ... iliskin tanikliginin dogru
oldugunu anlamigtim.”

Bir bilim insaninin belirttigi gibi, “Ik Go-
rimin giiniimiizdeki gergek yankisi, bilgelikten
yoksun olanlara bilgelik vermenin Tanrrnin do-
gas1 oldugunu bilmektir. ... Kutsal koruda Joseph
Smithe Kendisini gosteren Tanri, genglere zor
zamanlarinda cevap veren bir Tanridir”

Joseph'in koruda edindigi tecriibe, hayatinin
geri kalanindabagislanmadilemesi veyonlendir-
meistemesi i¢in ona giiven verdi. Onun yagadig1
tecriibebanada hayatimin geri kalaninda bags-
lanma dileme ve yonlendirme isteme konusunda
giiven verdi.

Duzenli Tovbe

21 Eyliil 1823’te Joseph, ti¢ y1l 6nce koruda
yasadig tecriibe nedeniyle cennetin yine karsi-
lik vereceginden emin olarak bagislanmak i¢in
ictenlikle dua etti.Ve dyle de oldu. Rab, Josepha
talimat vermesi ve daha sonra Tanrrnin armaga-
n1 ve giicliyle tercime edecegi eski bir kayit olan
Mormon Kitabi hakkinda bilgi vermesi i¢in bir
melegi, Moroni’yi ona gonderdi.

Bundan neredeyse 13 yil sonra, Joseph ve
Oliver Cowdery, yeni adanmis Kirtland Tapina-
grnda ciddi ve sakin bir sekilde dua etmek i¢in
diz ¢oktiiler. Ne i¢in dua ettiklerini bilmiyoruz,
fakat dualar1 biiytik olasilikla bagislanma yaka-
risint da igeriyordu, ¢linkii ayaga kalktiklarinda
Kurtarici goriindii ve oyle dedi: “Iste, giinahlari-
niz size bagislandy; siz 6niimde temizsiniz.”

Bu tecriibeden sonraki aylar ve yillar i¢inde,
Joseph ve Oliver tekrar giinah isleyecekti. Ve tek-
rar. Fakat o anda, o anigin, onlarin yalvariglarina
cevap olarak ve gerceklesmek tizere olan rahiplik
anahtarlarinin gorkemli iadesine hazirlik olarak,
[sa onlar1 giinahsiz kildi.

Joseph'in diizenli tovbeyle dolu hayati bana,
“latuf tahtina cesaretle [yaklasmam], boylece, ...
merhamet [gormem]” konusunda giiven vermek-
tedir.Isa Mesih'in gercekten de “bagislayici bir
karaktere” sahip oldugunu 6grendim.Suglamak
O’nun ne gorevidir ne de dogasinda vardir. O
kurtarmaya geldi.

Rab’be Sorun!

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



McKay-October 2024-English/Turkish

As part of the promised “restitution of all
things,’the Lord, through Joseph Smith, brought
forth the Book of Mormon and other revelations
that contain the fulness of His gospel. Vital truths
were given clarity and completeness as Joseph
repeatedly inquired of the Lord for direction.
Consider the following:

The Father and the Son have bodies “as tan-
gible as man’s.”

Jesus took upon Himself not only our sins
but also our sicknesses, afflictions, and infirmi-
ties.

His Atonement was so excruciating it caused
Him to bleed from every pore.

We are saved by His grace “after all we can
do”

There are conditions to Christ’s mercy.

As we come unto Christ, He will not only
forgive our sins, but He will also change our very
nature so “that we have no more disposition to
do evil”

Christ always commands His people to
build temples,where He manifests Himself unto
themand endows them with power from on high.

I testify that all these things are true and
necessary. They represent only a fraction of the
fulness that was restored by Jesus Christ through
Joseph Smith in response to Joseph's recurring
requests for direction.

Rolling on This Kingdom

In 1842, Joseph wrote of amazing things that
would come to pass in this last dispensation.

He declared that during our day, “the heavenly
Priesthood will unite with the earthly, to bring
about those great purposes; and whilst we are
thus united in the one common cause, to roll
forth the kingdom of God, the heavenly Priest-
hood are not idle spectators.”

To his friend Benjamin Johnson, Joseph said,
“Benjamin, [if I die] I [would] not be far away
from you, and if on the other side of the veil, I
[would] still be working with you, and with a
power greatly increased, to roll on this kingdom.”

On June 27, 1844, Joseph Smith and his
brother Hyrum were murdered. Joseph’s body
was laid to rest, but his testimony continues to
reverberate around the world and in my soul:

“I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew
that God knew it, and I could not deny it”
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Vaat edilen “her seyin yeniden diizenlenme-
si’ninbir pargasi olarak Rab, Joseph Smith araci-
ligryla Mormon Kitabr'ni ve sevindirici haberinin
tamamini i¢eren diger vahiyleri bildirdi. Joseph
tekrar tekrar Rabden yonlendirme istedikge, ha-
yati gerceklere agiklik ve biitiinlitk kazandirildi.
Sunlar1 géz éniinde bulundurun:

Babanin ve Ogul'un “insaninki gibi elle do-
kunulur” bedenleri vardir.

[sa sadece giinahlarimiz1 degil, ayn1 zamanda
hastaliklarimizi, stkintilarimizi ve zayifliklarimizi
da iizerine ald1.

O’nun Kefareti o kadar dayanilmazdi ki, her
gozeneginden kan gelmesine neden oldu.

Elimizden gelen “her seyi yaptiktan sonra,’
Tanrrnin litfuyla kurtulacagiz.

Mesih'in merhametinin kosullar1 vardir.

Mesihe geldigimizde, Tanr1 sadece giinahla-
rimiz1 bagislamakla kalmayacak, ayni1 zamanda
dogamizi da degistirecek, boylece “artik icimizde
kotiiliik yapmak i¢in higbir istek kalmayacak.”

Mesih her zaman halkina, Kendisini onlara
gosterecegive onlari yiicelerden gelen ilahi giicle
donatacagitapinaklar insa etmeleriniemreder.

Biitiin bunlarin dogru ve gerekli olduguna
taniklik ederim. Bunlar, Joseph'in tekrarlanan
yonlendirme taleplerine cevap olarak Joseph
Smith araciligiyla isa Mesih tarafindan iade edi-
len dolulugun yalnizca bir kismini temsil eder.

Bu Kralligin Yuvarlanarak ilerlemesi

1842de Joseph bu son diizenleme dénemin-
de gerceklesecek olan harika seyler hakkinda
yazdi. O, glintimiizde “goksel Rahiplik, bu biiyiik
amaglari gergeklestirmek icin diinyevi rahiplikle
birlesecektir; ve bizler Tanrr'nin Kralligi'ni ileriye
tasimak i¢in ortak bir amacta birlesirken, goksel
Rahiplik ise bos bir izleyici olarak kalmayacaktir”
diye bildirdi.

Arkadas1 Benjamin Johnsona yaptig: bir
aciklamada Joseph soyle dedi: “Benjamin, [eger
olursem] senden ¢ok uzakta olmayacagim ve
perdenin diger tarafinda olsam bile, hala seninle
birlikte ¢aligiyor olacagim ve biiyiik 6lgiide art-
mis bir giigle bu kralligin yuvarlanarak ilerlemesi
i¢in caligacagim.”

27 Haziran 1844’te, Joseph Smith ve kardesi
Hyrum oldirildii. Josephin cenazesi topraga
verildi, fakat taniklig: tiim diinyada ve benim
ruhumda yankilanmaya devam ediyor:

“Bir goriim gormiistiim; bunu biliyordum
ve Tanrrnin da bunu bildigini biliyordum ve ben
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“I never told you I was perfect; but there is
no error in the revelations which I have taught”

“The fundamental principles of our religion
are the testimony of the Apostles and Prophets,
concerning Jesus Christ, that He died, was bur-
ied, and rose again the third day, and ascended
into heaven; and all other things which pertain to
our religion are only appendages to it

What was said of John the Baptist might
also be said of Joseph Smith: “There was a man
sent from God, whose name was [Joseph]. ... He
was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness
of that Light,” “that all men through him might
believe”

I believe. I believe and am sure that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of the living God. I testify
that the living God is our loving Father. I know
this because the voice of the Lord has spoken it
to me, and so has the voice of His servants, the
apostles and prophets, including and beginning
with Joseph Smith.

I testify that Joseph Smith was and is a
prophet of God, a witness and servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ. He was “blessed to open the
last dispensation,”and we are blessed that he did.

The Lord commanded Oliver and all of us,
“Stand by my servant Joseph, faithfully”I testify
that the Lord stands by His servant Joseph and
the Restoration wrought through him.

Joseph Smith is now part of that heavenly
priesthood of which he spoke. As he promised
his friend, he is not far away from us, and on the
other side of the veil, he is still working with us,
and with a power greatly increased, to roll on this
kingdom. With joy and thanksgiving, I raise my
voice in “praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah”And above all, praise to Jehovah, who
communed with that man! In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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bunu inkar edemezdim.”

“Size hi¢bir zaman miikemmel oldugumu
soylemedim, ama 6grettigim vahiylerde hicbir
hata yoktur”

“Isa Mesih ile ilgili olarak dinimizin temel
ilkeleri, Havarilerin ve Peygamberlerin O’nun
oldigiine, gomiildiigiine ve tigiincii giin dirildi-
gine ve goge ylikseldigine dair tanikliklaridur, ...
bunun disinda dinimizle ilgili olan her sey [bu
hakikatin] uzantilaridir”

Vaftizci Yahya i¢in soylenenler Joseph Smith
icin de soylenebilir: “Tanrrnin gonderdigi [Jo-
seph] adli bir adam ortaya ¢ikt1. ... “Kendisi o
151k degildi, ama o 1518a taniklik etmeye” “herkes
onun araciliryla iman etsin diye geldi.”

Ben buna inantyorum. {sa’nin Mesih ve
yasayan Tanrr'nin Oglu olduguna inaniyorum
ve bundan eminim. Taniklik ederim ki, yasayan
Tanr1 bizim sevgi dolu Babamizdir. Bunu bili-
yorum ¢iinkii Rab’bin sesi bana bunu soyledi ve
basta Joseph Smith dahil olmak tizere, O'nun
hizmetkarlarinin, havarilerinin ve peygamberle-
rinin sesi de bunu séyledi.

Taniklik ederim ki Joseph Smith, Tanr’'nin
bir peygamberiydi ve peygamberidir; Rab Isa
Mesih'in bir sahidi ve hizmetkaridir. O, “son
diizenleme dénemini baslatmakla kutsanmist1”-
ve biz de o bu dénemi baglattig1 i¢in kutsanmig
durumdayiz.

Rab Olivere ve hepimize, “Hizmetkarim
Joseph'in [yaninda baglilikla] dur;” diye emretti.
Taniklik ederim ki Rab, hizmetkar1 Josep’in ve
onun araciligiyla gergeklestirilen Tade Edilis’in
yaninda durmaktadir.

Joseph Smith, su anda soziinii ettigi goksel
rahipligin bir parcasidir. Arkadasina vaat ettigi
gibi, bizden ¢ok uzakta degildir ve perdenin diger
tarafinda, bu kralligin yuvarlanarak ilerlemesi
icin hala bizimle birlikte ve biiyiik dl¢iide artiril-
mus bir giigle caligmaktadir. Seving ve stikranla,
“Yehova ile konusan bu adama 6vgiiler sunmak
i¢in” sesimi yiikseltiyorum.Ve hepsinden dnemli-
si, bu adamla konusan Yehova'ya siikiirler olsun!
Isa Mesih'in adiyla, amin.
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