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As followers of Christ, we teach and testify of Jesus
Christ, our Perfect Role Model. So let us follow
Him by forgoing contention.

This year millions have been inspired by the
gospel study plan known by the Savior’s invita-
tion “Come, follow me”’Following Christ is not
a casual or occasional practice. It is a continuous
commitment and way of life that should guide us
at all times and in all places. His teachings and
His example define the path for every disciple
of Jesus Christ. And all are invited to this path,
for He invites all to come unto Him, “black and
white, bond and free, male and female; ... and all
are alike unto God.”

The first step in following Christ is to obey
what He defined as “the great commandment in
the law™:

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind.

“This is the first and great commandment.

“And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself.

“On these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets.”

The commandments of God provide the
guiding and steadying force in our lives. Our
experiences in mortality are like the little boy
and his father flying a kite on a windy day. As
the kite rose higher, the winds caused it to tug
on the connecting string in the little boy’s hand.
Inexperienced with the force of mortal winds, he
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Mesik'in takipgileri olarak, Miikemmel Rol Mode-
limiz olan Isa Mesih'i 6gretir ve O'nun hakkinda
tanmklik ederiz. Bu nedenle ¢ekismeyi bir kenara
birakip O'nu izleyelim.

Bu y1l milyonlarca kisi, Kurtaricrnin “Gelin,
beni takip edin” davetiyle bilinen sevindirici ha-
ber ¢alisma planindan ilham almaktadir.Mesih’i
takip etmek siradan ya da ara sira yapilan bir sey
degildir. Bu, bize her zaman ve her yerde rehber-
lik etmesi gereken siirekli bir baglilik ve hayat
seklidir. O'nun dgretileri ve drnegi, Isa Mesih’in
her 6grencisi igin yolu tanimlar. Ve herkes bu
yola davetlidir, ¢iinkii O herkesi Kendisine gel-
meye davet eder, “siyah ve beyaz, kole ve 6zgiir,
erkek ve kadin ... ve Tanr1 katinda herkes esittir”

Mesih'i takip etmenin ilk adimi, O’nun “ya-
sada en biiyitk buyruk” olarak tanimladig: seye
itaat etmektir:

“Tanrin Rab’bi biitiin yiireginle, biitiin canin-
la ve biitiin aklinla seveceksin.

“Iste ilk ve en 6nemli buyruk budur.

“Ilkine benzeyen ikinci buyruk da sudur:
‘Komgsunu kendin gibi seveceksin’

“Kutsal Yasanin timii ve peygamberlerin
sozleri bu iki buyruga dayanir”

Tanrrnin emirleri hayatlarimizda yol gos-
terici ve dengeleyici bir gii¢ saglar. Oliimlii
hayattaki tecriibelerimiz, kiigtik bir ¢ocukla
babasinin riizgarl bir giinde ugurtma u¢urma-
sina benzer. Ucurtma yiiksege ¢iktikea, riizgar
kiigiik ¢ocugun elindeki baglant: ipini germeye
basladi. Oliimciil riizgarlarin giicii konusunda
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proposed to cut the string so the kite could rise
higher. His wise father counseled no, explaining
that the string is what holds the kite in place
against mortal winds. If we lose our hold on

the string, the kite will not rise higher. It will be
carried about by these winds and inevitably crash
to the earth.

That essential string represents the covenants
that connect us to God, our Heavenly Father, and
His Son, Jesus Christ. As we honor those cove-
nants by keeping Their commandments and fol-
lowing Their plan of redemption, Their promised
blessings enable us to soar to celestial heights.

The Book of Mormon frequently declares
that Christ is “the light of the world”During
His appearance to the Nephites, the risen Lord
explained that teaching by telling them: “I have
set an example for you.” T am the light which
ye shall hold up—that which ye have seen me
do”He is our role model. We learn what He has
said and done by studying the scriptures and fol-
lowing prophetic teachings, as President Russell
M. Nelson has urged us to do.In the ordinance
of the sacrament, we covenant each Sabbath day
that we will “always remember him and keep his
commandments.”

In the Book of Mormon, the Lord gave us the
fundamentals in what He called “the doctrine of
Christ.” These are faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
repentance, baptism, receiving the gift of the
Holy Ghost, enduring to the end, and becoming
as a little child,which means to trust the Lord and
submit to all He requires of us.

The Lord’s commandments are of two types:
permanent, like the doctrine of Christ, and
temporary. Temporary commandments are those
necessary for the needs of the Lord’s Church or
the faithful in temporary circumstances, but to
be set aside when the need has passed. An exam-
ple of temporary commandments are the Lord’s
directions to the early leadership of the Church
to move the Saints from New York to Ohio, to
Missouri, and to Illinois and finally to lead the
pioneer exodus to the Intermountain West.
Though only temporary, when still in force these
commandments were given to be obeyed.

Some permanent commandments have
taken considerable time to be generally observed.
For example, President Lorenzo Snow’s famous
sermon on the law of tithing emphasized a
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tecriibesiz olan ¢ocuk, ugurtmanin daha ytiksege
¢ikabilmesi i¢in ipi kesmeyi dnerdi. Bilge babasi,
ucurtmay1 6liimcil riizgarlara kars: yerinde tutan
seyin bu ip oldugunu agiklayarak hayir dedi. Eger
ipin ucunu kagirirsak, ugurtma daha yiiksege
¢ikamaz. Bu riizgarlar tarafindan siiriiklenecek
ve kaginilmaz olarak yere ¢carpacaktir.

Bu 6nemli ip, bizi Cennetteki Babamiz Tan-
rr'ya ve Oglu Isa Mesihe baglayan antlagmalari
temsil eder. Onlar’in emirlerini yerine getirerek
ve Onlar’n fidye ile kurtulus planini izleyerek bu
antlasmalar1 onurlandirdigimizda, vaat ettikleri
kutsamalar goksel yiiksekliklere u¢gmamizi saglar.

Mormon Kitabz sik stk Mesil'in “diinyanin
15181 oldugunu bildirir.Dirilmis olan Rab, Nefli-
lere goriindiigii sirada, bu 6gretiyi onlara soyle
aciklar: “Ben size 6rnek oldum.”“Sizin havaya
kaldiracaginiz 151k benim; 6yle ki benim yaptigim
isleri gordiintiz”O bizim rol modelimizdir. Bas-
kan Russell M. Nelson'n yapmamizi tesvik ettigi
gibi, kutsal yazilar1 ¢alisarak ve peygamberlik
ogretilerini takip ederek O'nun ne soyledigini ve
ne yaptigini 6greniriz.Rab’bin sofrasi kutsal t6-
reninde, her Sabat giinii “O’nu hatirlayacagimiza
ve O’nun emirlerini tutacagimiza” dair antlasma
yapariz.

Mormon Kitabr’nda Rab bize, “Mesih’in
ogretisi” diye adlandirdig1 konuda temel bilgiler
verdi. Bunlar, Rab Isa Mesihe iman, tovbe, vaftiz,
Kutsal Ruh armaganini almak, sonuna kadar
dayanmak ve kii¢iik bir ¢ocuk gibi olmaktir.Bu
da Rab’be giivenmek ve O’nun bizden istedigi her
seye uymak anlamina gelir.

Rab’bin emirleri iki cesittir: Biri Mesik'in
ogretisi gibi stirekli, digeri ise gecicidir. Gegici
emirler, Rab’bin Kilisesi’nin ya da inananlarin
gecici durumlardaki ihtiyaglari icin gerekli olan,
fakat ihtiyag ortadan kalktiginda bir kenara bi-
rakilacak olan emirlerdir. Gegici emirlere 6rnek
olarak, Rab’bin Kilise’nin ilk dnderlerine Azizleri
New York'tan Ohio’ya, Missouri’ye ve Illinoise
gotiirmeleri ve son olarak da Bati Intermountain
bolgesine olan 6ncii goge 6nderlik etmeleri i¢in
verdigi talimatlar gosterilebilir. Bu emirler gecici
olsa da, yuriirlitkte olduklari siirece itaat edilmek
tizere verilmislerdi.

Bazi kalic1 emirlerin genel olarak yerine
getirilmesi olduk¢a zaman aldi. Ornegin, Baskan
Lorenzo Snow’un ondalik yasas1 hakkindaki
meshur vaazi, daha 6nce verilen fakat hentiz Kili-
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commandment given earlier but not yet gen-
erally observed by Church members.It needed
reemphasis in the circumstances then faced by
the Church and its members. Recent examples
of reemphases have also been needed because of
currentcircumstances faced by Latter-day Saints
or the Church. These include the proclamation
on the family, issued by President Gordon B.
Hinckley a generation ago,and President Rus-
sell M. Nelson’s recent call for the Church to be
known by its revealed name, The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Another of our Savior’s teachings seems to
require reemphasis in the circumstances of our
day.

This is a time of many harsh and hurtful
words in public communications and some-
times even in our families. Sharp differences on
issues of public policy often result in actions of
hostility—even hatred—in public and personal
relationships. This atmosphere of enmity some-
times even paralyzes capacities for lawmaking
on matters of importance where most citizens
see an urgent need for some action in the public
interest.

What should followers of Christ teach and do
in this time of toxic communications? What were
His teachings and examples?

It is significant that among the first principles
Jesus taught when He appeared to the Nephites
was to avoid contention. While He taught this in
the context of disputes over religious doctrine,
the reasons He gave clearly apply to communica-
tions and relationships in politics, public policy,
and family relationships. Jesus taught:

“He that hath the spirit of contention is not
of me, but is of the devil, who is the father of
contention, and he stirreth up the hearts of men
to contend with anger, one with another.

“Behold, this is not my doctrine, to stir up
the hearts of men with anger, one against an-
other; but this is my doctrine, that such things
should be done away.”

In His remaining ministry among the
Nephites, Jesus taught other commandments
closely related to His prohibition of contention.
We know from the Bible that He had previously
taught each of these in His great Sermon on the
Mount, usually in precisely the same language
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se iiyeleri tarafindan genel olarak uyulmayan bir
emri vurguluyordu.O donemde, Kilise ve tiyeleri-
nin kars1 karstya kaldig1 kosullarda bu konunun
yeniden vurgulanmasi gerekiyordu. Son zaman-
larda Son Zaman Azizlerinin veya Kilise'nin
kars1 karstya kaldigi mevcut kosullar nedeniyle,
yeniden vurgulamalarin 6rneklerine de ihtiyag
duyulmustur. Bunlar arasinda bir nesil 6nce
Bagkan Gordon B. Hinckley tarafindan yayinla-
nan aile bildirisive Baskan Russell M. Nelson'in
yakin zamanda Kilise'nin vahiy edilen ismiyle,
Isa Mesih'in Son Zaman Azizler Kilisesi olarak
bilinmesi igin yaptig1 ¢agr1 yer almaktadir.

Kurtaricimizin 6gretilerinden bir digerinin
de giiniimiiz kosullarinda yeniden vurgulanmasi
gerekiyor gibi goriiniiyor.

Bu donem, halkla iletisimimizde ve hatta
bazen ailelerimizde bircok sert ve incitici s6ziin
sarf edildigi bir donemdir. Halk politikasina
iliskin konulardaki keskin farkliliklar, kamusal ve
kisisel iliskilerde genellikle diiymanlik, hatta nef-
ret eylemleriyle sonuglanir. Bu diigmanlik havasi
bazen, vatandaslarin ¢ogunun kamu yararina acil
bir sekilde harekete gecilmesi gerektigini diistin-
diigti 6nemli konularda kanun yapma kapasitele-
rini bile felce ugratmaktadir.

Mesih'in takipgileri bu toksik iletisim ¢agin-
da ne 6gretmeli ve ne yapmalidir? O’'nun 6greti-
leri ve 6rnekleri nelerdi?

[sa’nin, Nefililere goriindiigii zaman 6grettigi
ilk ilkelerden birisinin ¢ekismeden kacinmak
olmasi 6nemlidir. Her ne kadar bunu dini 6greti
konusundaki tartigmalar kapsaminda 6gretmis
olsa da, ortaya koydugu nedenler siyaset, kamu
politikasi ve aile iliskilerindeki iletisim ve iliskiler
icin de acikca gecerlidir. Isa soyle 6gretti:

“I¢inde ¢ekisme ruhu olan kisi benden degil-
dir, ancak ¢ekismenin babasi olan seytandandir;
ve seytan insanlarin yiireklerini birbirlerine kars1
otkeyle ¢cekismeleri i¢in kiskirtir.

“Iste insanlarin yiireklerini birbirlerine karst
otkelenmeleri i¢in kigkirtmak benim 6gretim
degildir; benim 6gretim bunlarin birakilmasidir”

Isa, Nefililer arasindaki hizmetinin geri kalan
kisminda, ¢ekisme yasagi ile yakindan ilgili bagka
emirler de 6gretti. Kutsal Kitap’tan biliyoruz ki,
bunlarin her birini daha 6nce bityitk Dagdaki
Vaazrnda, daha sonralar1 Nefililere 6grettigi dilin
tam olarak aynisiyla 6gretmisti. Kutsal Kitapin
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He later used with the Nephites. I will quote the
familiar Bible language:

“Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for
them which despitefully use you, and persecute
you.”

This is one of Christ’s best-known command-
ments—most revolutionary and most difficult to
follow. Yet it is a most fundamental part of His
invitation for all to follow Him. As President Da-
vid O. McKay taught, “There is no better way to
manifest love for God than to show an unselfish
love for one’s fellowmen.”

Here is another fundamental teaching by
Him who is our role model: “Blessed are the
peacemakers: for they shall be called the children
of God”

Peacemakers! How it would change personal
relationships if followers of Christ would forgo
harsh and hurtful words in all their communica-
tions.

In general conference last year, President
Russell M. Nelson gave us these challenges:

“One of the easiest ways to identify atrue
followerof Jesus Christ is how compassionately
that person treats other people. ...

“... True disciples of Jesus Christ are peace-
makers.

“... One of the best ways we can honor the
Savior is to become a peacemaker”

Concluding his teachings: “Contention is a
choice. Peacemaking is a choice. You have your
agency to choose contention or reconciliation. I
urge you tochooseto be a peacemaker, now and
always”

Potential adversaries should begin their
discussions by identifying common ground on
which all agree.

To follow our Perfect Role Model and His
prophet, we need to practice what is popularly
known as the Golden Rule: “All things whatso-
ever ye would that men should do to you, do
ye even so to them: for this is the law and the
prophets”We need to love and do good to all. We
need to avoid contention and be peacemakers in
all our communications. This does not mean to
compromise our principles and priorities but to
cease harshly attacking others for theirs. That is
what our Perfect Role Model did in His ministry.
That is the example He set for us as He invited us
to follow Him.
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tanidik dilinden alint1 yapacagim:

“Diismanlarinizi sevin, size lanet edenleri
kutsayin, sizden nefret edenlere iyilik yapin ve
sizi hor goriip kullananlar ve size zulmedenler
i¢in dua edin”

Bu, Mesil'in en iyi bilinen emirlerinden
biridir, en devrimci ve uyulmasi en zor olanidur.
Oysa bu, O’nun herkesi kendisini takip etmeye
davet edisinin en 6nemli kismidir. Bagkan David
O. McKay’in 6grettigi gibi, “Tanrr’ya olan sevgiyi
gostermenin, kisinin insan kardeslerine kars1
ozverili bir sevgi gostermesinden daha iyi bir
yolu yoktur”

Iste rol modelimiz olan O’nun bir bagka
temel 6gretisi: “Ne mutlu baris: saglayanlara!
Ciinkii onlara Tanrrnin [¢ocuklari] denecek”

Baris saglayanlar! Mesih'in takipgileri biitiin
konusmalarinda sert ve incitici sozlerden vazgeg-
seler, bu kisisel iliskileri nasil degistirirdi?

Gegen yilki genel konferansta Bagkan Russell
M. Nelson bize su davetlerde bulundu:

“Isa Mesih’ingercek bir takipgisinisaptama-
nin en kolay yollarindan biri, o kisinin diger
insanlara ne kadar sefkatli davrandigidir. ...

“ ... Isa Mesih'in gercek &grencileri barisi
saglayanlardir.

“... Kurtaricr'y1 onurlandirmanin en iyi yolla-
rindan biri, baristirict olmaktir”

Ogrettiklerini sdyle bitirmisti: “Cekisme bir
secimdir. Barisi saglamak bir tercihtir. Cekis-
meyi veya uzlasmay1 segmek i¢in 6zgiir iradeye
sahipsiniz. Sizleri, simdi ve her zaman baristirici
olmayisegmenizi¢in 1srarla tesvik ediyorum.”

Potansiyel diismanlar, tartigmalarina herke-
sin hemfikir oldugu ortak bir zemin belirleyerek
baslamalidir.

Miikemmel Rol Modelimizi ve O’nun pey-
gamberini izlemek i¢in, halk arasinda Altin Kural
olarak bilinen bir seyi uygulamamiz gerekir: “In-
sanlarin size nasil davranmasini istiyorsaniz, siz
de onlara dyle davranin. Ciinkii Kutsal Yasanin
ve peygamberlerin soyledigi budur”Herkesi
sevmeli ve herkese iyilik yapmaliyiz. Biitiin ileti-
simlerimizde ¢ekismelerden kaginmali ve baris
saglayanlar olmaliy1z. Bu, ilkelerimizden ve 6n-
celiklerimizden taviz vermek degil, bagkalarina
kendi ilkeleri i¢in sert bir sekilde saldirmaktan
vazgegmek anlamina gelmektedir. Mitkemmel
Rol Modelimiz’in hizmetinde yaptig1 da buydu.
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In this conference four years ago, President
Nelson gave us a prophetic challenge for our own
day:

“Areyouwilling to let God prevail in your life?
Areyouwilling to let God be the most important
influence in your life? Will you allow His words,
His commandments, and His covenants to influ-
ence what you do each day? Will you allow His
voice to take priority over any other?”

As followers of Christ, we teach and testify
of Jesus Christ, our Perfect Role Model. So let us
follow Him by forgoing contention. As we pursue
our preferred policies in public actions, let us
qualify for His blessings by using the language
and methods of peacemakers. In our families and
other personalrelationships, let us avoid what is
harsh and hateful. Let us seek to be holy, like our
Savior, in whose holy name I testify and invoke
His blessing to help us be Saints. In the name of
Jesus Christ, amen.
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Bizi kendisini takip etmeye davet ederken bizim
i¢in ortaya koydugu 6rnek budur.

Daort yil 6nce bu konferans sirasinda, Bagkan
Nelson bize gliniimiiz i¢in peygamberlik niteli-
ginde bir davette bulunmustu:

“Tanrrnin hayatinizda galip gelmesine izin
vermeye isteklimisiniz? Tanr1'nin hayatinizdaki
en 6nemli etki olmasina izin vermeye istekli-
misiniz? O’nun sozlerinin, O’nun emirlerinin
ve antlasmalarinin her giin yaptiginiz seyleri
etkilemesine izin verecek misiniz? O’nun sesinin
herhangi bir sesten daha oncelikli olmasina izin
verecek misiniz?”

Mesih'in takipgileri olarak, Mitkemmel Rol
Modelimiz olan fsa Mesih’i 6gretir ve O’nun
hakkinda taniklik ederiz. Bu nedenle ¢ekismeyi
bir kenara birakip O’nu izleyelim. Toplumsal
eylemlerde tercih ettigimiz politikalar1 izlerken,
baris saglayanlarin dilini ve yontemlerini kul-
lanarak O’'nun kutsamalarina hak kazanalim.
Ailelerimizde ve diger kisisel iliskilerimizde, sert
ve nefret dolu olan seylerden kaginalim. Kurtari-
cimiz gibi kutsal olmaya ¢aligalim, O’nun kutsal
adiyla taniklik ediyor ve Aziz olmamiza yardim
etmesi icin O’'nun bizi kutsamasini diliyorum. Isa
Mesil'in adiyla, amin.
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