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Being filled with God's love shields us in life’s
storms but also makes the happy moments happi-
er.

Before I begin, I should tell you that two of
my children have passed out whilst speaking at
pulpits, and I have never felt more connected to
them than in this moment. I've got more on my
mind than just the trapdoor.

Our family has six children, who sometimes
tease one another that they are the favourite
child. Each has different reasons for being pre-
ferred. Our love for each of our children is pure
and fulfilling and complete. We could not love
any one of them any more than another—with
each child’s birth came the most beautiful expan-
sion of our love. I most relate to my Heavenly
Father’s love for me through the love that I feel
for my children.

As they each rehearse their claims to be
the most loved child, you might have thought
that our family had never had an untidy bed-
room. The sense of blemishes in the relationship
between parent and child is diminished with a
focus on love.

At some point, perhaps because I can see
that we are heading toward an inevitable family
riot, I'll say something like, “OK, you have worn
me down, but I am not going to announce it; you
know which one of you is my favourite” My goal
is that each one of the six feels victorious and all-
out war is avoided—at least until next time!

In his Gospel, John describes himself as “the
disciple whom Jesus loved,’as if that arrangement
were somehow unique. I like to think that this
was because John felt so completely loved by
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Tanrinin sevgisiyle dolu olmak bizi hayatin fir-
tinalarima karsi korur ama ayni zamanda mutlu
anlar1 daha da mutlu kilar.

Baglamadan 6nce sunu séylemeliyim ki, iki
gocugum kiirsiide konusma yaparken bayildi
ve su anda onlarin ne hissettiklerini tamamiyla
anlayabiliyorum. Aklimda kagis kapisindan daha
cok sey var.

Ailemizin alt1 gocugu var ve bazen birbir-
lerine en gozde ¢ocuk olduklarini séyleyerek
takiliyorlar. Her birinin tercih edilmek i¢in farkl
nedenleri var. Cocuklarimizin her birisine olan
sevgimiz saf, yeterli ve eksiksizdir. Hi¢birini
digerinden daha fazla sevemeyiz, her gocugun
dogumuyla birlikte sevgimiz en giizel sekilde
arttl. Cennetteki Babam’in bana olan sevgisini, en
gok ¢ocuklarima duydugum sevgiyle anlayabili-
yorum.

Her birisi en sevilen ¢ocuk olma iddialarini
tekrarlarken, ailemizde hi¢bir zaman daginik bir
yatak odas1 olmadigini diisiinmiis olabilirsiniz.
Ebeveyn ve ¢ocuk iliskisindeki kusur duygusu,
sevgiye odaklanildiginda azalir.

Bir noktada, belki de kaginilmaz bir aile
isyanina dogru gittigimizi gorebildigim igin, “Ta-
mam, beni yordunuz ama bunu agiklamayaca-
g1m; hanginizin en gézdem oldugunu biliyorsu-
nuz” gibi bir sey séylerim. Amacim, alt1 gocuktan
her birinin kendini galip hissetmesi ve topyekiin
bir savasin 6nlenmesidir, en azindan bir sonraki
sefere kadar!

Yuhanna, yazdig1 Sevindirici Haberde kendi-
sini, sanki bu durum benzersizmis gibi, “Isa'nin
sevdigi 6grenci’olarak tanimlar. Bunun sebebi-
nin, Yuhannanin Isa tarafindan ok sevildigini
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Jesus. Nephi gave me a similar sense when he
wrote, “I glory inmyJesus.”Of course, the Saviour
isn’t Nephi’s any more than He is John’, and yet
the personal nature of Nephis relationship with
“his” Jesus led him to that tender description.

Isn't it wonderful that there are times when
we can feel so fully and personally noticed and
loved? Nephi can call Him “his” Jesus, and so can
we. Our Saviour’s love is the “highest, noblest,
strongest kind of love,"and He provides until we
are “filled”Divine love never runs dry, and we are
each a cherished favourite. God’s love is where,
as circles on a Venn diagram, we all overlap.
Whichever parts of us seem different, His love is
where we find togetherness.

Is it any surprise that the greatest command-
ments are to love God and to love those around
us?When I see people showing Christlike love for
one another, it feels to me as if that love contains
more than justtheirlove; it is love that also has
divinity in it. When we love one another in this
way, as completely and fully as we can, heaven
gets involved too.

So if someone we care about seems distant
from a sense of divine love, we can follow this
pattern—by doing things that bring us closer to
God ourselves and then doing things that bring
us closer to them—an unspoken beckoning to
come to Christ.

I wish I could sit down with you and ask you
what circumstances cause you to feel God’s love.
Which verses of scripture, which particular acts
of service? Where would you be? What music?
In whose company? General conference is a rich
place to learn about connecting with heaven’s
love.

But perhaps you feel a long way from the
love of God. Maybe there is a chorus of voices of
discouragement and darkness that weighs into
your thoughts, messages telling you that you are
too wounded and confused, too weak and over-
looked, too different or disoriented to warrant
heavenly love in any real way. If you hear those
ideas, then please hear this: those voices are just
wrong. We can confidently disregard broken-
ness in any way disqualifying us from heavenly
love—every time we sing the hymn that reminds
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hissetmesi oldugunu diisiinityorum. Nefi, “Isa'm-
bana seving verir” derken bana benzer bir hissi
verdi.Elbette Kurtarici, Yuhanna'nin olmadig:
kadar Nefinin de degildir, fakat yine de Nefinin
“kendi” Isa’styla olan iligkisinin kisisel dogas1 onu
bu sefkatli tanimlamaya yonlendirmistir.

Kendimizi tamamen ve kisisel olarak dnem-
senmis ve sevilmis hissettigimiz zamanlarin
olmasi ne kadar harika, degil mi? Nefi O'na
“kendi” Isa’s1 diyebilir ve biz de diyebiliriz. Kurta-
ricimiz’in sevgisi “en ytice, en asil, en giiglii sevgi
tiriidiir’ve O, biz “doluncaya” kadar sevgisini
bize verir.ilahi sevgi hi¢cbir zaman titkkenmez ve
her birimiz Tanrr'nin deger verdigi gézde ¢ocuk-
larty1z. Tanrr'nin sevgisi, bir Venn semasindaki
daireler gibi hepimizin kesistigi yerdir. Hangi
yonlerimiz farkli goriiniirse goriinsiin, birlikteligi
buldugumuz yer O’nun sevgisidir.

En biiyiik emirlerin Tanrry1 ve etrafimizdaki
insanlar1 sevmek olmast bir siirpriz mi?insanla-
rin birbirlerine kars1 Mesih benzeri bir sevgi gos-
terdiklerini goérdiigiimde, bana bu sevgi sadeceo-
nlarinsevgisinden daha fazlasini igeriyormus gibi
geliyor; bu sevgi ayn1 zamanda i¢inde Tanrisallig1
da barindirir.Birbirimizi bu sekilde, elimizden
geldigince tam ve eksiksiz bir sekilde sevdigimiz-
de, cennet de bu ige dahil olur.

Bu nedenle, eger deger verdigimiz birisinin
ilahi sevgi duygusundan uzaklastigini diistinii-
yorsak, bizi Tanrr'ya yaklastiracak isler yaparak
ve sonra da Mesihe gelmeleri i¢in bizi onlara
yaklastiracak isler yaparak, yani Mesihe gelme-
leri i¢in sessiz bir ¢agrida bulunarak bu 6rnegi
izleyebiliriz.

Keske sizinle oturup hangi kosullarin Tan-
rr'nin sevgisini hissetmenize yol agtigin1 sorabil-
seydim. Kutsal yazilardan hangi ayetler, hangi be-
lirli hizmet eylemleri? Nerede olmak isterdiniz?
Hangi miizik? Kiminle birlikte? Genel konferans,
cennetin sevgisiyle baglant1 kurmay1 6grenmek
i¢in zengin bir yerdir.

Belki de kendinizi Tanrrnin sevgisinden ¢ok
uzakta hissediyorsunuz. Belki de diisiinceleriniz-
de cesaret kirici ve karanlik seslerden olusan bir
koro vardir; size ¢ok yarali ve kafanizin karigik
oldugunu, ¢ok zayif ve goz ard1 edilmis oldugu-
nuzu, ilahi sevgiyi ger¢ek anlamda hak edemeye-
cek kadar ¢ok farkli ya da yoniiniizii kaybetmis
oldugunuzu séyleyen mesajlar. Eger bu fikirleri
duyuyorsaniz, o zaman liitfen sunu dinleyin:

Bu sesler tamamen yanlistir. Sevgili ve kusursuz
Kurtaricimizin “bizim i¢in ezilmeyi, kirilmay:

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Hirst-October 2024-English/Turkish

us thatour beloved and flawless Saviour chose

to be “bruised, broken, [and] torn for us,every
time we take broken bread. Surely Jesus removes
all shame from the broken. Through His broken-
ness, He became perfect, and He can make us
perfect in spite of our brokenness.Broken, lonely,
torn, and bruised He was—and we may feel we
are—but separated from the love of God we are
not. “Broken people, perfect love,’as the song
goes.

You might know something secret about
yourself that makes you feel unlovable. However
right you might be about what you know about
yourself, you are wrong to think that you have
put yourself beyond the reach of God’s love.

We are sometimes cruel and impatient toward
ourselves in ways that we could never imagine
being toward anyone else. There is much for us
to do in this life, but self-loathing and shameful
self-condemnation are not on that list. However
misshapenwemight feelweare,Hisarms are not
shortened.No. They are always long enough to
“[reach our] reaching”and embrace each one of
us.

When we don't feel the warmth of divine
love, it hasn’t gone away. God’s own words are
that “the mountains shall depart, and the hills
be removed; but [His] kindness shall not depart
from [us].’So, just to be clear, the idea that God
has stopped loving should be so far down the list
of possible explanations in life that we don’t get
to it until after the mountains have left and the
hills are gone!

I really enjoy this symbolism of mountains
being evidence of the certainty of God’s love.
That powerful symbolism weaves into accounts
of those who go to the mountains to receive
revelationand Isaiah’s description of “the moun-
tain of the Lord’s house” being “established in the
top of the mountains” The house of the Lord is
the home of our most precious covenants and a
place for us all to retreatand sink deeply into the
evidence of our Father’s love for us.I have also
enjoyed the comfort that comes to my soul when
I wrap myself more tightly in my baptismal cov-
enant and find someone who is mourning a loss
or grieving a disappointment and I try to help
them hold and process their feelings.Are these
ways that we can become more immersed in the
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[ve] parcalanmay1’sectigini hatirlatan ilahiyi her
soyledigimizde, kirilmis ekmegi her aldigimizda,
bizi goksel sevgiden uzaklastiran herhangi bir ki-
rilmiglig: giivenle goz ardi edebiliriz. Siiphesiz Isa
kirilmis olanlardan biitiin mahcubiyeti kaldirir.
O, kirilmishg sayesinde mitkemmellesti ve kiril-
misligimiza ragmen bizi mitkemmellestirebilir.O
kirilmisti, yalnizdi, par¢alanmisti ve yaralan-
mist1 ve biz de 6yle oldugumuzu hissedebiliriz,
fakat Tanrrnin sevgisinden uzak degiliz. Ilahide
soylendigi gibi “Kirilmis insanlar ve miikemmel
sevgi vardir”

Kendiniz hakkinda sevilmediginizi hissetme-
nize neden olan gizli bir sey biliyor olabilirsiniz.
Kendiniz hakkinda bildikleriniz konusunda ne
kadar hakli olursaniz olun, kendinizi Tanrr'nin
sevgisinin ulagamayacagi bir yere koydugunuzu
diislintirseniz hata edersiniz. Bazen bir baskasina
kars1 olmayi asla hayal edemeyecegimiz sekilde
kendimize kars1 acimasiz ve sabirsiz oluruz. Bu
hayatta yapmamiz gereken ¢ok sey vardir, fakat
kendinden nefret etme ve utang verici bir sekilde
kendini kinama bu listede yer almaz.Kendimizi-
ne kadar bicimsizhissedersek hissedelim,O’nun-
kollar1 kisalmamistir. Hayir. O'nun kollar1 her
zaman “[bize] uzanacaktir’ve her birimizi kucak-
layacak kadar uzundur.

[lahi sevginin sicakhigini hissetmedigimizde,
bu sevgi kaybolmaz. Tanrr'nin sézleri, “Dag-
lar yerinden kalksa, tepeler sarsilsa da [O'nun]
sadakati [bizim tizerimizden] kalkmaz seklinde-
dir. Bu nedenle, agik olmak gerekirse, Tanrrnin
sevmeyi biraktig fikri, hayattaki olasi agiklama-
lar listesinde o kadar alt siralarda yer almalidir
ki, daglar tepeler ortadan kayboluncaya kadar bu
tikre ulasamay1z!

Daglarin, Tanrr'nin sevgisinin kesinliginin
kanit1 olan bu sembolizmi gergekten ¢ok sevi-
yorum. Bu gii¢lii sembolizm, vahiy almak i¢in
daglara gidenlerin anlatimlariylave Yesayanin
“Rab’bin Tapiaginin kuruldugu [dagin]” “dag-
larin en yticesi” tasviriyle ortiisityor.Rab’bin evi
en degerli antlagmalarimizin evidir ve hepimizin
bir késeye ¢ekilipBabamiz'in bize olan sevgisinin
kanitlarina derinlemesine dalabilecegimiz bir
yerdir.Ayrica, vaftiz antlasmama daha siki sarildi-
gimda ve birisini kaybetmenin yasini tutan ya da
hayal kiriklig1 yasayan birisini buldugumda ve
onlarin duygularini kontrol etmesine ve sindir-
mesine yardimci olmaya ¢alistigimda ruhuma
gelen teselliden keyif alirim.Kiymetli antlagma
sevgisihesede daha fazla dalabilmenin yollar:
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precious covenantal lovehesed?

So if God’s love does not leave us, why don’t
we always feel it? Just to manage your expecta-
tions: I don’t know. Butbeingloved is definitely
not the same asfeelingloved, and I have a few
thoughts that might help you as you pursue your
answers to that question.

Perhaps you are wrestling with grief, depres-
sion, betrayal, loneliness, disappointment, or
other powerful intrusion into your ability to feel
God’s love for you. If so, these things can dull or
suspend our ability to feel as we might otherwise
feel. For a season at least, perhaps you will not be
able tofeelHis love, and knowledge will have to
suffice. But I wonder if you could experiment—
patiently—with different ways of expressing and
receiving divine love. Can you take a step back
from whatever is in front of you and maybe
another step and another, until you see a wider
landscape, wider and wider still if necessary, until
you are literally “thinking celestial’because you
are looking at the stars and remembering worlds
without number and through them their Cre-
ator?

Birdsong, feeling the sun or a breeze or rain
on my skin, and times when nature puts my
senses in awe of God—each has had a part in
providing me with heavenly connection. Perhaps
the comfort of faithful friends will help. Maybe
music? Or serving? Have you kept a record or
journal of times when your connection with
God was clearer to you? Perhaps you could invite
those you trust to share their sources of divine
connection with you as you search for relief and
understanding.

I wonder, if Jesus were to choose a place
where you and He could meet, a private place
where you would be able to have a singular focus
on Him, might He choose your unique place
of personal suffering, the place of your deepest
need, where no one else can go? Somewhere you
feel so lonely that you must truly be all alone but
you aren't quite, a place to which perhaps only
He has travelled but actually has already pre-
pared to meet you there when you arrive? If you
are waiting for Him to come, might He already
be there and within reach?

If you do feel filled with love in this season of
your life, please try and hold on to it as effectively
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bunlar midir?

Eger Tanrrnin sevgisi bizi terk etmiyorsa,
neden bu sevgiyi her zaman hissetmiyoruz? Sa-
dece beklentilerinizi karsilamak i¢in séyliiyorum:
Bilmiyorum. Fakatsevilmekkesinlikle sevildigini-
hissetmekleayni sey degildir ve bu soruya cevap
ararken size yardimci olabilecek birkag diisiin-
cem var.

Belki de keder, depresyon, ihanet, yalnizlik,
hayal kiriklig1 ya da Tanrrnin size olan sevgi-
sini hissetme yeteneginize yonelik bagka giiglii
saldirilarla miicadele ediyorsunuz. Eger dyleyse,
bu seyler normalde hissedebilecegimiz sekilde
hissetme yetenegimizi koreltebilir veya askiya
alabilir. En azindan bir siire i¢in O’nun sevgi-
sinihissedemeyebilirsinizve bilgiyle yetinmek
zorunda kalirsiniz. Fakat ilahi sevgiyi ifade et-
menin ve almanin farkli yollarini sabirla deneyip
deneyemeyeceginizi merak ediyorum. Oniiniizde
duran herhangi bir seyden bir adim geri atabilir
misiniz ve belki bir adim daha ve bagka bir adim
daha, daha genis bir manzara gérene kadar ve
eger gerekirse daha genis bir sekilde, kelimenin
tam anlamiyla “goksel diisiinene”kadar, ¢linkii
yildizlara bakiyor ve sayisiz diinyalar1 ve onlar
araciligryla onlarin Yaraticrsini hatirliyorsunuz?

Kus civiltilarini, giinesi, esintiyi veya yag-
muru tenimde hissetmek ve doganin duyularimi
Tanrrya karst hayranlik i¢inde biraktig: za-
manlar, bunlarin her birinin goksel bir baglant1
kurmamda bir pay1 vardir. Belki de sadik dostla-
rin verdigi teselli yardimci olabilir. Belki miizik?
Veya hizmet etmek? Tanr1 ile olan baglantinizin
sizin i¢in daha net oldugu zamanlarin kaydinm
veya glinligiinii tutuyor musunuz? Belki de
giivendiginiz kisileri, yardim ve anlayis arayisi-
niz sirasinda ilahi baglanti kaynaklarini sizinle
paylagmaya davet edebilirsiniz.

Eger Isa sizin ve kendisinin bulugabilecegi,
yalnizca O’'na odaklanabileceginiz 6zel bir yeri
sececek olsaydi, acaba sizin kisisel acilarinizin,
en derin ihtiyaglarinizin oldugu, hi¢ kimsenin
gidemeyecegi essiz yerinizi seger miydi? Kendini-
zi o kadar yalniz hissettiginiz bir yer ki, gergekten
yapayalniz olmalisiniz ama aslinda 6yle degil-
siniz, belki de sadece O'nun gittigi ama aslinda
vardiginizda sizi orada karsilamak i¢in ¢oktan
hazirlandig1 bir yer? Eger O’nun gelmesini bek-
liyorsaniz, O zaten orada ve ulasabileceginiz bir
yerde olabilir mi?

Eger yagaminizin bu déneminde kendinizi
sevgiyle dolu hissediyorsaniz, liitfen bu sevgiyi

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Hirst-October 2024-English/ Turkish

as a sieve holds water. Splash it everywhere you
go. One of the miracles of the divine economy

is that when we try to share Jesus’s love, we find
ourselves being filled up in a variation of the
principle that “whosoever will lose his life for my
sake shall find it”

Being filled with God’s love shields us in lifes
storms but also makes the happy moments hap-
pier—our joyful days, when there is sunshine in
the sky, are made even brighter by the sunshine
in our souls.

Let’s become “rooted andgrounded”in our
Jesus and in His love. Let’s look for and treasure
experiences of feeling His love and power in our
lives. The joy of the gospel is available to all: not
just the happy, not just the downcast. Joy is our
purpose,not the gift of our circumstances. We
have every good reason to “rejoice and be filled
with love towards God and all men”Let’s get full.
In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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[kendiniz i¢in degil], bir elegin suyu tuttugu
kadar etkili bir sekilde tutmaya ¢alisin. Gittiginiz
her yere bu suyu serpistirin. {lahi idarenin mu-
cizelerinden biri de, Isanin sevgisini paylasmaya
calistigimizda, kendimizi “canini benim ugruma
yitiren, onu kurtaracaktir” ilkesinin bir ¢esidiyle
dolup tasarken buluruz.

Tanrrnin sevgisiyle dolu olmak bizi hayatin
firtinalarina karst korur ama ayni zamanda mut-
lu anlar1 daha da mutlu kilar. Gokyiiziinde giines
15181n1n oldugu sevingli giinlerimiz, ruhlarimiz-
daki giines 15181yla daha da parlak hale gelir.

Gelin [samizda ve O’nun sevgisinde “[kok
salmis ve temellenmis] olalim.”Hayatlarimizda
O’nun sevgisini ve giiciinii hissettigimiz tecriibe-
leri arayalim ve bunlara deger verelim. Sevindi-
rici haberin nesesi herkese aciktir: Sadece mutlu
olanlar i¢in degildir, sadece kederli olanlar i¢in
de degildir. Seving bizim amacimizdir,iginde
bulundugumuz sartlarin bir armagani degildir.
“[Sevinmek] ve Tanrr'ya ve biitiin insanlara kars:
sevgiyle dolu” olmak igin her tiirlii iyi nedenimiz
mevcuttur.Gelin, sevgiyle dolalim.Isa Mesih’in
adiyla, amin.
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