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Hope is a living gift, a gift that grows as we in-
crease our faith in Jesus Christ.

My dear brothers and sisters across the
world, as we begin this very special time of gen-
eral conference, the eyes of heaven will certainly
be focused upon us. We will hear the voice of the
Lord through His servants; we will feel the “guid-
ing, directing, [and] comforting”influence of the
Holy Ghost, and our faith will be strengthened.

Three years ago, President Russell M. Nel-
son began general conference with these words:
“Pure revelation for the questions in your heart
will make this conference rewarding and unfor-
gettable. If you have not yet sought for the min-
istering of the Holy Ghost to help you hear what
the Lord would have you hear during these two
days, I invite you to do so now. Please make this
conference a time of feasting on messages from
the Lord through His servants.”

The scriptures link three words powerfully
together: faith, hope, charity. The gift of hope is a
priceless endowment from God.

The wordhopeis used for many things we
want to happen. For example, “T hope it won't
rain,” or “T hope our team wins.” My intent is to
speak of our sacred and eternal hopes centered
in Jesus Christ and the restored gospel and our
“confident expectation[s] of ... the promised
blessings of righteousness.”

Our Hope for Eternal Life

Our hope of eternal life is assured through
the grace of Christ and our own choices, allowing
us the remarkable blessing of returning to our
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Umut yasayan bir armagandir, Isa Mesihe olan
imammiz arttik¢a biiyiiyen bir armagandir.

Diinyanin dort bir tarafindaki sevgili kar-
deslerim, bu ¢ok 6zel genel konferans donemine
baslarken, cennetin gézleri kesinlikle tizerimize
odaklanmis olacaktir. Rab’bin hizmetkarlar ara-
ciligryla O’nun sesini duyacagiz; Kutsal Ruh'un
“yol gosterici, yonlendirici ve teselli edici’etkisini
hissedecegiz ve imanimiz giiglenecektir.

Ug yil 6nce Bagkan Russell M. Nelson genel
konferansa su sozlerle baslad1: “Yiireginizdeki
sorular i¢in saf bir vahiy, bu konferansi édiillen-
dirici ve unutulmaz kilacaktir. Bu iki giin boyun-
ca Rab’bin duymanizi isteyecegi seyleri duyma-
niza yardim etmesi igin Kutsal Ruh’'un yardimini
hentiz aramadiysaniz, sizi simdi bunu yapmaya
davet ediyorum. Liitfen bu konferansi, Rabden
hizmetkarlar araciligiyla gelen mesajlarla bir
ziyafet zamani haline getirin”

Kutsal yazilar ii¢ kelimeyi giiglii bir sekilde
birbirine baglar: Inang, umut, ilahi sevgi. Umut
armagani, Tanrrnin bagisladig paha bigilmez bir
armagandir.

Umutkelimesi ger¢eklesmesini istedigimiz
pek ¢ok ey i¢in kullanilir. Ornegin, “Umarim
yagmur yagmaz” veya “Umarim takimimiz kaza-
nir”. Amacim, Isa Mesihe ve iade edilmis sevindi-
rici habere odaklanan kutsal ve ebedi umutlari-
mizdan ve “vaat edilen dogruluk nimetlerine dair
... emin beklentilerimiz” hakkinda konusmaktur.

Sonsuz Yasam icin Umudumuz

Sonsuz yagsam umudumuz, Mesil'in litfu
ve kendi segimlerimiz sayesinde giivence altina
alinmistir; bu da bize cennetteki evimize donme
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heavenly home and living forever in peace and
happiness with our Heavenly Father, His Beloved
Son, our faithful family and precious friends,
and the righteous men and women from every
continent and every century.

On earth we experience joy and sorrow as
we are tested and proven. Our victory comes
through faith in Jesus Christ as we triumph over
our sins, difficulties, temptations, unfairness, and
the challenges of this mortal life.

As we strengthen our faith in Jesus Christ,
we see beyond our struggles to the blessings and
promises of eternity. Like a light whose brilliance
grows, hope brightens the darkened world, and
we see our glorious future.

Hope Comes from God

Since the beginning, our Heavenly Father
and His Beloved Son have eagerly blessed the
righteous with the precious gift of hope.

After leaving the garden, Adam and Eve were
taught by an angel of the promise of Jesus Christ.
The gift of hope enlightened their lives. Adam
declared, “My eyes are opened, and in this life I
shall have joy”Eve spoke of “the joy of [their] re-
demption, and the eternal life which God giveth
unto all the obedient.”

Just as the Holy Ghost brought hope to
Adam,the power of the Lord’s Spirit enlightens
the faithful today, illuminating the reality of
eternal life.

The Savior sends us a Comforter, the Holy
Ghost, a companion bringing faith, hope, and
peace “not as the world giveth”

“In the world,” the Savior said, “ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer [keep a bright-
ness of hope]; I have overcome the world.”

In times of difficulty, we choose to trust the
Lord in faith. We quietly pray, “Not my will but
thine be done”We feel the Lord’s approval for
our meek willingness, and we await the promised
peace the Lord will send in His chosen timing.

The Apostle Paul taught, “The God of hope
[will] fill you with ... joy and peace ..., that ye
may abound in hope, “rejoicing in hope; patient
in tribulation;”“through the power of the Holy
Ghost”

A Lesson of Hope
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ve Cennetteki Babamiz, O’nun Sevgili Oglu, sa-
dik ailemiz ve degerli dostlarimiz ve her kitadan
ve her asirdan diiriist erkek ve kadinlarla birlikte
sonsuza dek huzur ve mutluluk i¢inde yasama
gibi olaganiistii bir nimet sunmaktadir.

Yerytiziinde, imtihan edildigimiz ve sinandi-
gimiz zamanlarda seving ve tizlint{i yasariz. Za-
ferimiz, giinahlarimizin, zorluklarimizin, ayart-
malarimizin, adaletsizliklerimizin ve bu 6limli
hayattaki zorluklarimizin iistesinden gelirken, Isa
Mesihe olan imanimiz sayesinde gelir.

Isa Mesihe olan imanimiz giiclendik¢e, mii-
cadelelerimizin 6tesini, sonsuzlugun kutsamala-
rin1 ve vaatlerini goriiriiz. Parlaklig1 artan bir 151k
gibi, umut karanlik diinyay1 aydinlatir ve biz de
gorkemli gelecegimizi goriiriiz.

Umut Tanri'dan Gelir

Baslangi¢tan bu yana, Cennetteki Babamiz ve
O’nun Sevgili Oglu, dogru kisileri degerli umut
armaganiyla istekli bir sekilde kutsadi.

Bahgeden ayrildiktan sonra, Adem ve Hav-
va’ya bir melek tarafindan Isa Mesih ile ilgili vaat
hakkinda 6gretildi.Umut armagani hayatlarini
aydinlatti. Adem soyle bildirdi, “Gozlerim a¢ild1
ve bu hayatta sevin¢ duyacagim.”Havva ise, “fidye
ile [kurtuluslarinin sevinci] ve Tanr’nin tiim itaat
edenlere verdigi sonsuz hayat” hakkinda konustu.

Kutsal Ruh'un Ademe umut getirmesi gi-
bi,Rab’bin Ruhu'nun giicii de bugiin inananlari
aydinlatarak sonsuz hayatin gercekligine 151k
tutmaktadir.

Kurtarici bize inancimiza ve umudumuza
eslik eden yoldasi, “diinyanin verdigi gibi olma-
yan” huzuru getiren bir Tesellici'yi, Kutsal Ruh'u
gonderir.

Kurtarici oyle dedi: “Diinyada sikintiniz
olacak. Ama cesur olun, [umudunuzu koruyun];
ben diinyay1 yendim!”

Zor zamanlarda, imanla Rab’be glivenmeyi
seceriz. Sessizce, “Yine de benim degil, senin
istedigin olsun” diye dua ederiz.Rab’bin yumu-
sak huylu istegimizi onayladigini hissederiz ve
Rab’bin kendi sectigi zamanda gonderecegi vaat
edilen huzuru bekleriz.

Havari Pavlus soyle 6gretti: “Umut kaynag1
olan Tanri, Kutsal Ruh’un giiciiyle umutla dolup
tasmaniz... umudunuzla [sevinmeniz,] sikintiya
[dayanmaniz]igin ... sizleri tam bir seving ve
esenlikle [dolduracaktir.]”

Bir Umut Dersi
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The prophet Moroni knew firsthand about
having hope in Christ during tribulation. He
explained his harrowing situation:

“Iam alone. ... I have not ... whither to go”

“I make not myself known ... lest they
should destroy me.”

Remarkably, in this dark and lonely hour,
Moroni records his father’s words of hope:

“If a man have faith he must needs have
hope; for without faith there cannot be any hope”

“What is it that ye shall hope for? ... Ye shall
have hope through the atonement of Christ and
the power of his resurrection, to be raised unto
life eternal”

My brothers and sisters, hope is a living gift,
a gift that grows as we increase our faith in Jesus
Christ. “Faith is the substance of things hoped
for”We build this substance—the evidence blocks
of our faith—through prayer, temple covenants,
keeping the commandments, continually feasting
on the scriptures and the words of modern-day
prophets, taking the sacrament, serving others,
and worshipping weekly with our fellow Saints.

A House of Hope

To fortify our hope in a time of increasing
wickedness, the Lord has directed His prophet to
dot the earth with His temples.

As we enter the Lord’s house, we feel the
Spirit of God, verifying our hope.

The temple testifies of the empty tomb and
that life beyond the veil continues for all.

For those who do not have an eternal com-
panion, the ordinances powerfully confirm that
every righteous person will receive every prom-
ised blessing.

There is sublime hope as a young couple
kneels across the altar to be sealed, not just for
time but for eternity.

There is an immensity of hope for us in the
promises made to our posterity, whatever their
current circumstances.

There is no pain, no sickness, no injustice,
no suffering, nothing that can darken our hope
as we believe and hold tightly to our covenants
with God in the house of the Lord. It is a house
of light, a house of hope.

When Hope Is Discarded
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Peygamber Moroni, ¢ektigi sikintilar sira-
sinda Mesihe umut baglama konusunu bizzat
biliyordu. Yagadig1 iiziicii durumu soyle anlatti:

“Tek bagimayim. ... Gidecek bir yerim yok.

“Beni 6ldiirmelerinden korktugum igin ken-
dimi ...gostermiyorum.”

Dikkat ¢ekici bir sekilde, bu karanlik ve yal-
niz saatte Moroni babasinin umut dolu sozlerini
kaydeder:

“Eger bir insanin imani varsa, onun mutlaka
umudunun da olmas: gerekir; ¢linkii iman olma-
dan umut olmaz.”

“Ve umut edeceginiz sey nedir? ... Mesih'in
kefareti ve O'nun dirilisinin kudreti sayesinde
sonsuz yagama kavusmak i¢in 6liimden dirilmeyi
umut edeceksiniz”

Kardeslerim, umut yasayan bir armagandr,
[sa Mesihe olan imanimiz arttik¢a biiyiiyen bir
armagandir. “Iman, umut [edilen seylere giiven-
mektir.]”Inancimizin kanit taglarini olusturan bu
giiveni dua, tapinak antlagmalari, emirleri yerine
getirme, kutsal yazilardan ve gliniimiiz pey-
gamberlerinin sozlerinden siirekli olarak ziyafet
¢ekme, Rab’bin sofrasindan yiyip i¢me, bagkalari-
na hizmet etme ve Aziz dostlarimizla birlikte her
hafta ibadet etme yoluyla insa ederiz.

Bir Umut Evi

Katiligin arttigi bir zamanda umudumuzu
giiclendirmek i¢in Rab, peygamberini yerytiziinii
tapinaklariyla donatmasi i¢in yonlendirdi.

Rab’bin evine girdigimizde, umudumuzu
dogrulayan Tanrrnin Ruhu’nu hissederiz.

Tapinak bos mezara ve perdenin 6tesindeki
hayatin herkes i¢in devam ettigine taniklik eder.

Ebedi bir yoldas: olmayanlar i¢in, kutsal t6-
renler her dogru kisinin vaat edilen her kutsama-
y1 alacagini giiglii bir sekilde onaylar.

Geng bir ¢ift sadece bu zaman i¢in degil, son-
suzluk i¢in mithiirlenmek tizere sunagin 6niinde
diz ¢okerken yiice bir umut ortaya ¢ikar.

Mevcut kosullar: ne olursa olsun, gelecek
nesillerimize verilen vaatlerde bizim igin biiytik
bir umut vardir.

Rab’bin evinde inandigimiz ve Tanrryla olan
antlagsmalarimiza siki sikiya sarildigimiz siirece
higbir aci, hicbir hastalik, hi¢bir adaletsizlik, hig-
bir 1zdirap, umudumuzu karartabilecek hi¢bir sey
yoktur. Buras, bir 151k ve umut evidir.

Umut Bir Kenara Birakildiginda
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We shed tears of sorrow as we see the sadness
and despair in those who have no hope in Christ.

I recently observed from a distance a couple
who at one time had faith in Christ but then de-
cided to discard their belief. They were successful
in the world, and they found pleasure in their
intellect and the rejection of their faith.

All seemed well until the husband, still
young and energetic, suddenly fell ill and died.
Like an eclipse of the sun, they had blocked the
light oftheSon, and the result was an eclipse of
hope. The wife, in her disbelief, now felt disori-
ented, painfully unprepared, unable to comfort
her children. Her intellect had told her that her
life was in perfect order until suddenly she could
see no tomorrow. Her despair brought darkness
and confusion.

Hope in Heartbreaking Tragedy

Let me contrast her painful despair with
another family’s hope in Christ during a heart-
breaking time.

Twenty-one years ago the newborn son of
my nephew Ben Andersen and his wife, Robbie,
was life-flighted from their Idaho farming com-
munity to Salt Lake City. I arrived at the hospital,
and Ben explained the severe, life-threatening
complications with their baby’s heart. We placed
our hands on Trey’s tiny head. The Lord blessed
him with continued life.

Trey had heart surgery the first week of his
life, and more surgeries followed. As the years
passed, it became apparent that Trey would need
a heart transplant. Although his physical activi-
ties were limited, his faith expanded. He wrote,
“I have never felt sorry for myself because I have
always known the importance of having faith
in Jesus Christ and a testimony of the plan of
salvation.”

Trey kept on his phone this well-known
quote from President Nelson: “The joy we feel
has little to do with the circumstances of our lives
and everything to do with the focus of our lives”

Trey wrote: “I have always looked forward to
serving a full-time mission, but ... my doctors
won't let me serve a mission until at least a year
after my transplant. ... I've put my faith in Jesus
Christ”

Trey was excited at being accepted into the
accounting major at BYU beginning this semes-
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Mesih’te umudu olmayanlarin tiziintiistini ve
caresizligini gordiikce keder gozyaslar1 dokeriz.

Kisa bir siire 6nce, bir zamanlar Mesihe
inanan fakat daha sonra inanglarini terk etmeye
karar veren bir ¢ifti uzaktan gézlemledim. Diin-
yada basarili oldular ve akillarindan ve inanglari-
n1 reddetmekten keyif aldilar.

Heniiz geng ve enerjik olan koca aniden
hastalanip 6lene kadar her sey yolunda gorii-
niiyordu. Tipki bir glines tutulmas: gibi,Ogul’u-
nigigin1 engellemislerdi ve bunun sonucu da
bir umut tutulmasi oldu. Karis1 inanamayarak,
saskinlik icinde, kendisini simdi ac1 verici bir
sekilde hazirliksiz ve ¢ocuklarini teselli edemez
halde hissediyordu. Akli ona hayatinin mitkem-
mel bir diizen i¢inde oldugunu séylemisti, ta ki
birdenbire yarini géremeyecek hale gelene kadar.
Umutsuzlugu, karanlig1 ve kafa karisikligini bera-
berinde getirdi.

Uziicl Trajedilerde Umut

Onun act dolu umutsuzlugunu, bagka bir ai-
lenin ytirek burkan bir donemde Mesihe duydu-
gu umutla karsilagtirmama izin verin.

Yirmi bir yil 6nce, yegenim Ben Andersen ve
esi Robbie’'nin yeni dogan oglu, Idahodaki ciftci
kasabasindan Salt Lake City’ye hava ambulansiy-
la nakledildi. Hastaneye vardigimda, Ben bebek-
lerinin kalbiyle ilgili ciddi ve hayati tehlike arz
eden komplikasyonlari anlatti. Ellerimizi Trey’in
minik baginin iizerine koyduk. Rab onu yasama-
ya devam etmesi i¢in kutsadi.

Trey hayatinin ilk haftasinda kalp ameliyati
gecirdi ve bunu baska ameliyatlar izledi. Yillar
gectikee, Trey’in kalp nakline ihtiya¢ duyacag:
anlagildi. Fiziksel aktiviteleri sinirli olmasina
ragmen, onun inanci artti. Soyle yazdi: “Asla ken-
di derdime yanmadim, ¢iinkii Isa Mesihe iman
etmenin ve kurtulus planina dair bir tanikligin
6nemini her zaman biliyordum?

Trey telefonunda Bagkan Nelson’in su iyi bi-
linen sozlerini tutuyordu: “Hissettigimiz sevincin
hayat sartlarimizla ¢ok az ilgisi ve hayatimizin
odak noktasiyla ¢ok ilgisi vardir”

Trey soyle yazdi: “Her zaman tam zamanl
bir gorevde hizmet etmeyi dort gozle bekledim,
fakat ... doktorlarim organ naklinden en az bir
yil sonrasina kadar goreve gitmeme izin vermi-
yorlar. ... Ben Isa Mesihe iman ediyorum”

Trey, bu donemin basinda BYUda muhase-
be boliimiine kabul edildigi icin heyecanliyds,
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ter, but even more excited in late July when he
received the very anticipated telephone call to
come to the hospital for his heart transplant.

“One year,” Trey said, “and I will be on my
mission.”

There were great expectations as he entered
the operating room. However, during the surgery
there were devastating complications, and Trey
never regained consciousness.

His mother, Robbie, said: “Friday had been
the most heartbreaking day ... just trying to wrap
our minds around it. ... I had stayed up late just
trying to process everything. ... But Saturday, I
woke up with a feeling of absolute joy. It wasn’t
just peace; it wasn't denial. I felt joy for my son,
and I felt joy as his mother. ... Ben had gotten up
a lot earlier than me, and when we finally got a
chance to talk, Ben had awakened with the exact
same feeling”

Ben explained: “Clarity came to my soul as
God taught me through His Holy Spirit. I awoke
at 4:00 a.m. and was filled with indescribable
peace and joy. How is this possible? ... The
passing of Trey is so very painful, and I miss him
so much. But the Lord does not leave us comfort-
less. ... I'look forward to a joyful reunion.”

The Promise of Hope

Trey had noted in his journal these words
from President Nelson’s general conference talk:
“It doesn’'t seem possible to feel joy when your
child suffers with an incurable illness or when
you lose your job or when your spouse betrays
you. Yet that is precisely the joy the Savior offers.
His joy is constant, assuring us that our ‘afflic-
tions shall be but a small moment’ [Doctrine
and Covenants 121:7] and be consecrated to our
gain

Brothers and sisters, the peace you seek may
not come as quickly as you desire, but I promise
you that as you trust in the Lord, His peace will
come.

May we nurture our precious faith, pressing
forward with a perfect brightness of hope.I testify
that our hope is our Savior, Jesus Christ. Through
Him, all our righteous dreams will be realized.
He is the God of hope—the triumph of hope.

He lives and He loves you. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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fakat Temmuz sonunda kalp nakli i¢in hastaneye
gelmek iizere beklenen telefonu aldiginda daha
da heyecanlandi.

“Bir y11,” dedi Trey, "ardindan gorevime bas-
layacagim.”

Ameliyathaneye girerken biiyiik beklentiler
vard1. Fakat ameliyat sirasinda ciddi kompli-
kasyonlar ortaya ¢ikt1 ve Trey’in bilinci bir daha
yerine gelmedi.

Annesi Robbie sunlari sdyledi: “Cuma giinii
en yiirek pargalayici giindii ... aklimizi bagimiza
toplamaya calisiyorduk. ... Her seyi anlamaya
calisarak, gec saatlere kadar uyuyamamistim. ...
Fakat cumartesi giinii mutlak bir seving duygu-
suyla uyandim. Bu sadece huzur degildi, bu bir
reddetme de degildi. Oglum igin seving hissettim
ve onun annesi olarak seving hissettim. ... Ben,
benden ¢ok daha erken kalkmist1 ve sonunda
konusma firsat1 buldugumuzda, Ben de ayn1
duyguyla uyanmist1.”

Ben soyle acgikladi: “Tanr1 bana Kutsal Ruhu
araciligiyla 6grettigi zaman ruhuma bir ferahlik
geldi. Sabah saat 4:00’te uyandim ve i¢im tarif
edilemez bir huzur ve sevingle doluydu. Bu nasil
miimkiin olabilir? ... Trey’in vefat1 ¢ok ac1 verici
ve onu ¢ok ozliiyorum. Fakat Rab bizi tesellisiz
birakmuyor. ... Onunla nese dolu bir bulusmay1
dort gozle bekliyorum?”

Umudun Vaadi

Trey giinliigiine Bagkan Nelson'in genel
konferans konusmasindaki su sozleri not etmisti:
“Cocugunuz tedavisi olmayan bir hastaliga ya-
kalandiginda, isinizi kaybettiginizde ya da esiniz
size ihanet ettiginde seving duymaniz miimkiin
goriinmez. Fakat Kurtaricr'nin sundugu seving
tam olarak budur. O’nun sevinci siireklidir ve
bize ‘stkintilarimizin sadece kisa bir an siirecegi’
[Ogreti ve Antlagmalar 121:7] ve bunlarin bizim
iyiligimiz i¢in kutsanmis hale gelecegi” garantisi-
ni verir”

Kardeslerim, aradiginiz huzur arzu ettiginiz
kadar ¢abuk gelmeyebilir, fakat size vaat ediyo-
rum ki siz Rab’be giivendik¢e, O'nun huzuru
gelecektir.

Kiymetli imanimizi besleyelim ve parlak
kusursuz bir umutla ileri dogru atilalim.Taniklik
ederim ki umudumuz Kurtaricimiz, Isa Mesih'tir.
O’nun araciligiyla biitiin dogru hayallerimiz
gerceklesecektir. O umudun Tanrisrdir, umudun
zaferidir. O yasiyor ve sizi seviyor. Isa Mesih'in
adiyla, amin.
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